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ae every national title contender has a guy who 
can change a game every time he touches the ball 


he fear is almost as 
damaging as the 
inevitable, electrify- 
ing, game-changing 
scant seconds of pure hell. 

Ohio State coach Jim 

Tressel calls this twist in 

the game “The guy who 

makes you think." 

Think of how you're 

going to stop him. 

Think of how he can 
change momentum with 
one touch of the ball. 

Think of how to revamp a 
game plan completely. 

And think no matter what you do, it’s 
more than likely useless, anyway. 

“Speed is a big thing,” Tressel says. "But 
if you've got a guy who knows how to use 
that speed, you've got a weapon.” 

And lately, that means you've got a pret- 
ty good chance of playing among the elite 
teams in the nation. USC has Reggie Bush. 
Texas has Vince Young. Ohio State has 
Ted Ginn, And there's Devin Hester 
(Miami), Skyler Green (LSU) and Marcus 
Vick (Virginia Tech). See the common 
thread? All of those teams are Rose Bowl 

contenders; all have the guy who makes 
you think. 

When speed leads the way, everything 
else falls into place. 

Bush, USC's highlight-a-minute tailback, 
says he saw different schemes and sets 
designed to stop him every week. Nothing 
worked. Think Michigan didn't know Young 
is average at best when forced to throw? 
Like it mattered. Young ripped the 
Wolverines’ defense with his legs in last 
year's Rose Bowl, in one of the more memo- 
rable performances in years. 

What about those teams that continue 
to kick to Hester and Green because, 
sonofagun, they'll be the team that stops 
him. Please. 

‘And wait until everyone gets a load of 


Vick, the younger brother of the 
player who set the standard for 
hold-your-breath moments. The 
Tech staff has been cautious with 
the younger Vick, who has made 
more news off the field than on it. 
Yet they privately admit he could 
have a bigger impact on the game 
than brother Michael did. 

“You can find ways to defend a 
lot of things," says USC coach 
Pete Carroll. "You can't defend 
speed.” 

Maybe that’s why Ohio State 
was busy this spring installing vari- 
ous packages on offense for Ginn. 
The Buckeyes now have plays for Ginn as a 
quarterback, tailback and wide receiver. He 
played all three spots in a limited capacity 
during last year's Alamo Bowl, when 
Oklahoma State had no idea how to stop him. 

Now Les Miles, then coach at Oklahoma 
State and current coach at LSU, knows what 
it's like. He has Green, a 5-9 dynamo who is 
one of the nation’s fastest players and has 
what Miles calls a "game gear.” Translation: 
He's even faster on the field. 

“You just have to find ways to use that 
speed, even at the expense of changing phi- 
losophy," says Miami coach Larry Coker. 
“All it takes is one play.” 

And a stubborn opponent (read: just 
about every team in the nation) who thinks 
it has the answer. When Florida State and 
Miami play the season opener in prime- 
time, with a national television audience 
glued to a game that showcases more 
speed and talent than any other game 
every year, we'll understand why speed 
means everything. 

Don't think for a second that FSU won't 
kick to Hester. And don't think for less than 
a second that Hester can't find a way to the 
end zone. 

The fear and the inevitable. And a direct 
path to the Rose Bowl national champi- 
onship game. 


By Matt Haves / 


HEISMAN 
TROPHY WATCH 


I's never too early fo practice your 


pose: 

Matt Leinart, QB, USC He 
could finish his career as the best 
quarterback in the history of college 
football. Leinart is coming off surgery for 
elbow tendinitis but should be fine. How: 
would this be for a college resum: 
three national titles and two Heisman 
Trophies? 

Reggie Bush, RB/KR, USC 
Right player, wrong place, wrong time, 
Bush would have to put up unthinkable 
riumbers to take votes away from Leinart, 

Ted Ginn, WR/KR, Ohio 
‘State He's as close to Deion 
‘Sanders-without the wild attitude-as it 
gets. Ginn has blazing speed and a 
knack for making big plays in key situa- 
tions, 

Adrian Peterson, RB, 
Oklahoma Don't expect it to look so 
easy again, The Sooners will have a 
rebuilt offensive line and a new quarter- 
back-and might have lost a litle swag 


ger after back-to-back losses in the 
national ttle game. 

Gerald Riggs, RB, 
Tennessee He quietly rushed for 
4,107 yards lat year as a backup. Walt 
until the Vols! offense revolves around 
his physical, dynamic ality, 


Chad Henne, QB, Michigan 
He was s0 good, so fast last year, 
becoming the frst true freshman 
quarterback to lead a team to the 
Big Ten championship, What does he 
do for an encore? How about becoming 
the first Wolverines! quarterback to win 
the Heisman, 

Vince Young, QB, Texas 
At some point, Young must prove he 
can throw beyond short waggle and 
wheel routes. Texas can beat 90 per- 
cent ofits opponents with Young's dan- 
gerous running abilty; it can't vin a 
‘championship without offensive balance. 


SCOUTING 
THE NATION 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 
Willie Williams, LB, Miami, redshirt 
freshman Save your self-righteous indigna- 
tion; it’s not worth it anymore, The kid with 
12 arrests is on the field and already the 
most gifted athlete on the unit. Trust us: 
That says more about the talent of Williams 
than the state of Miami's annually tough 


defense, 


Zac Taylor, QB, Nebraska, junior You 
can't hack it at Wake Forest, then all of a 


sudden you're the next big thing in Bill 
Callahan's West Coast offense as a junior college transfer, Seems illogical, right? Hey, 
sometimes it just takes a change of coaches and scenery to ignite it for some, Callahan 


says he likes Taylor's moxie. It's certainly better than his proxy. 
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Derrick Williams, WR, Penn State, freshman The nation’s No.1 recruit, he reminds 
many of USC star Reggie Bush. That's a big comparison for a player who struggled to pick 
up the offense in spring practice—and for a player who more than likely will be shackled 


by PSU's conservative ways. 


Joseph Ayoob, QB, California, junior A junior college transfer, Ayoob has been 
called "The white Michael Vick." If you're Cal coach Jeff Tedford, Ayoob better throw 
with more accuracy than Vick in college, or the Bears will be scraping for a second-tier 
bowl, Then again, I'll take Tedford’s track record of producing elite quarterbacks over 


inane comparisons. 


FIVE TOUGHEST SCHEDULES 


Toughest by league 


ACC: North Carolina 
SEC: Tennessee 
Big Ten: Ohio State 
Big 12: Texas 


Pac-10: USC 
Big East: West Virginia 
C-USA: Tulsa 

Mountain West: San Diego State 
MAC: Bowling Green 

WAC: Boise State 

Sun Belt: Florida Atlantic 


1. Notre Dame Welcome to 
college football, Chuck. New 
coach Charlie Weis gets 
games against—let's go in 
order of significance, shall 
we?—USC, at Michigan, 
Tennessee, Michigan State, 
at Purdue, at Pittsburgh and 
Navy. And a game at 
Washington against former 
coach Ty Willingham. 
Anybody see five wins 
among those seven? 

2. Tennessee Before we 
get into the annual brutal 


= SEC schedule, check out the 


nonconference run: at Notre 
Dame, and dangerous C-USA 
heavies UAB and Memphis in 
Knoxville. Now, the SEC: 
games at Florida and LSU in 
back-to-back weeks in mid- 
September. Then there's a 
game at bitter rival Alabama, 
which has some off-field 
issues with the Vols to take 
out on the field. And there's 
always the SEC champi- 
onship game—and a potential 
rematch with LSU. 

3. Florida The annual non- 
conference game against 


Florida State puts the Gators 
near the top every season. 
The addition of Wyoming— 
hey, don’t laugh; the 
Cowboys are a dangerous 
team—adds more meat to a 
schedule that includes road 
games against LSU, Alabama 
and some team and coach in 
Columbia, S.C., who have a 
passing interest in a game 


with the Gators. Throw in the 


annual Georgia game and a 
home game against 
Tennessee, and new coach 
Urban Meyer will be fortu- 
nate to win eight games. 

4, Texas It's just coach 
Mack Brown's luck. The one 


year the Longhorns are 
primed to beat rival 
Oklahoma, and the rest of the 
schedule is more damaging. 


CLUTCH PLAYERS 


Hands on third down 

Anthony Fasano, TE, Notre Dame 

Mike Hass, WR, Oregon State 

Zach Miller, TE, Arizona State 

Best deep threat 

Greg Lee, WR, Pittsburgh 

Todd Watkins, WR, BYU 

Steve Breaston, WR, Michigan 

Best push on third-and-short 
Leon Washington, RB, Florida State 
Alley Broussard, RB, LSU 

LenDale White, RB, USC. 

Best QBs at breaking containment 
Vince Young, Texas 

Reggie McNeal, Texas A&M 

Marques Hagans, Virginia 

Best QBs in a two-minute drill 
Tyler Palko, Pittsburgh 

Darrell Hackney, UAB 

Bruce Gradkowski, Toledo 

Toughest to block off the edge 
Mario Williams, DE, N.C, State 

‘Stanley McClover, DE, Auburn 

Justin Parrish, LB, Kent State 

Biggest hitters 

D/Qwell Jackson, LB, Maryland 

Trevis Coley, LB, Southern Miss 

Tim MoGarigle, LB, Northwestern 

Best for a game-winning kick 
Andrew Wellock, Eastern Michigan 
Brandon Pace, Virginia Tech 

Alexis Sema, Oregon State 


Texas travels to Ohio State 
the second week of the sea- 
son and has road conference 
games against Missouri, 
Oklahoma State and Texas 
A&M. The Longhorns could 
beat Oklahoma and still not 
win nine games. 

5, USC There are confer- 
ence road games against Cal 
and Arizona State—the two 
Pac-10 teams with enough to 
scare the Trojans, Even the 
game at Oregon won't be a 
pushover with the Ducks’ 
powerful offense, The non- 
conference schedule includes 
games at Notre Dame and 
against Arkansas and Fresno 
State. All three of those likely 
will be more physical than 
most of the Trojans’ league 
games. 
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Eighteen programs in search of greener pastures TEAM 


Offense 
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ACC WR Steve Breaston, Michigan 61 179 bc WR Greg Lee, Pitsburgh 62 200 I. 
WR Ted Ginn, Ohio State 60 170 So. | WR Cabin Johnson, Georgia Tech 64 295 So, 
Added: Boston College. TE — Marcedes Lewis, UCLA 66 255 Ss. TE Leonard Pope, Georgia 67 250 I. 
Better or worse? Better. More than anything, :  [ Marcus McNeill, Aubur 69 337 & T Andrew Whitworth, LSU 67 325 Sr. 
BC gives the league a 12th team for divisional play T Jonathan Scott, Texas 67 310 S. | T — DBrickeshaw Ferguson, Viginia 65 205 Sr 
and a championship game. On the field, the Eagles G Max Jean Giles, Georgia 64 340 S. | G  MakSettersiom,Minesola 63 295 Sr. 
are a sold addition, though not at the levels of felow G Matt Lentz, Michigan 66 305 S. | G — DanMazes, West Virginia 64 280 J 
Big East transfers Miami and Virginia Tech. C Marvin Philip, California 62 280 S. C Greg Esiinger, Minnesota 63 265 Sr, 
Big East QB Matt Leinart, USC 65 25 S. | QB OmarJacobs,Bowing Green 6-4 224 J, 
ig RB Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma «62-210 «So, | RB Mike Hart, Michigan 59 102 So. 
Added: Cincinnati, Louisville, South Florida. RB Reggie Bush, USC 60 200 k RB Lawrence Maroney, Minesota 11205 Je 
Lost: Boston College, Temple. ieee eee Sees 
Better or worse? Cal it a wash. Louisville, E Mathias Kiwanuka, Boston College 67 281 Sr. E Stanley McClover, Aubum 63 247 So. 
with its Brian Brohm-paced passing attack, and ball- E Mario Willams, N.C. State 67 285 J E —_Parys Haralson, Tennessee 62 248 Sr. 
pounding Boston College are the same teams, only T Jesse Mahelona, Tennessee 62 207 Sr. T _ Haloti Ngata, Oregon 65 938 Jr, 
with different styles; don't think BC couldn't have T Kyle Willams, LSU 62 295 S, | T  GareltMchniye,FresnoStale 63 250 Sr, 
dominated C-USA, too. The big break for the Big East LB AJ. Hawk, Ohio State 61 238 Se LB Will Derting, Washington State 6-0 228 Sr, 
was the addition of South Florida, which allows the LB Chad Greenway, lowa 0401244 Sta | | LS) Brandon Sie Honda LRN AE: 
league to expand its recruiting ties in the talent-ich LB Emie Sims, Floida State 60 220 I, EB Dieta aces Dees Lets 2 te 
state and add a program with loads of upside. CB Jimny Wilkams, Virginia Tech 63-206 Sr. CB. Chavies Gordon, Kana SA ATH I 
CB Antonio Cromartie, orda State 63 202 J CB John Eubanks, Southern Miss 5-11 177 St, 
Conference USA $ — KoSimpson, South Carina 6-1 199 So S —_Jaxson Appel, Texas A&M 60 198 Sr. 
Added: Central Florida, Marshall, Rice, SMU, S —_ Damell Bing, USC 62 220 J S Nate Salley, Ohio State 63 215 Sr 
Tulsa, UTEP. Specialists Specialists 
Lost: Army, Cincinnati, Louisville, South Florida, K Mason Crosby, Colorado 62 210 dr K Andrew Wellock, Eastern Michigan 5:11 168 Jr, 
TCU. P. _Dariel Sepulveda, Baylor 63 222 bn P Brandon Fields, Michigan Stale 6-6 235 J, 
Better or worse? Worse. Marshall has lost KR Devin Hester, Mami 511 186 J BRigANia eae), Boiat Cobeee ae SO eZ 
some of its oomph of late, and what happens to ‘Complete player rankings by position, page 20 
UTEP when Mike Price eventually leaves for a bigger = J 
job? Of the remaining four additions, only Central \* 
Florida has potential. The league will have two divi- ' 


sions and play a title game. 


Lost: Central Florida, Marshall 

Better or worse? Better, The loss of 
Marshall and Central Florida gives the league more of 
‘a Midwestern identity without losing anything on the 
field, It also eliminates two shares from the bowl-pay- 
‘out pool, which has increased significantly of late with 
the league's emergence as a legitimate mid-major 
conference, 


Mountain West 

Added: TCU. 

Better or worse? Significantly better. TCU 
has been one of the top mid-major teams this decade. 
The addition of the Frogs allows the Mountain West to 
gain recruiting access to the state of Texas and gives 
it a better opportunity to play in the Fort Worth Bowl. 


WAC 

laho, New Mexico State, Utah State. 
Rice, SMU, Tulsa, UTEP. 
Better or worse? Worse-but only 

because it weakens the league's ability to recruit 

in the state of Texas. On the field, the WAC didn't 

lose or gain much. It's still Boise State, Fresno 

State and everyone else-that is, until the 

Mountain West decides to expand again. 


Sun Belt 

Added: Florida Atlantic, Florida 
International. 

Lost: Idaho, New Mexico State, Utah State. 

Better or worse? Better. FAU and FIU 
will be competitive immediately, pulling in the 
‘second-tier talent from the state of Florida~much 
like North Texas does in its state. 
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SCOUTING 


TRAP DOOR GAMES 

Georgia Tech at Auburn, September 3 
It might take a month for the Tigers to 
get comfortable on offense, and Tech 
has the most underrated defense in the 
nation. If Auburn can't move the ball, 
turnovers—forced by Tech—will dic- 
tate the game and the Tigers’ 15-game 
winning streak will end. 

Virginia Tech at N.C. State, 
September 4 Who knows how quarter- 
back Marcus Vick will react in a tough 
environment for the first time? There 
will be plenty of verbal abuse—and 
he'll have to deal with the stout State 
defense, too. If Tech and Vick survive, 
it will be a huge confidence boost for a 
team that is balanced and talented 
enough to reach the Rose Bowl. 

Arizona State at LSU, September 10 
If there's one questionable area on the 
LSU defense—and this is a stretch—it's 
the secondary. The Sun Devils throw it well with quarterback 
Sam Keller and exciting receivers Derek Hagan and Terry 
Richardson, who aren't afraid to mix it up with physical teams 
(see: Purdue, Sun Bowl). 

USC at Oregon, September 24 The first key road game for 
the Trojans—at the toughest place to play in the league. Let's 
see if new offensive coordinator Lane Kiffin presses if the 
Trojans fall behind early. 

Ohio State at Penn State, October 8 Don't laugh; this will be 
a classic letdown game. If the Buckeyes open the season with 
home wins over three quality teams—Miami (Ohio), Texas, 
Iowa—and San Diego State, that first road trip to Happy Valley 
is going to get ugly. The Lions’ defense is the nation’s best kept 
secret, and maybe—just maybe—JoePa will realize by then 
that quarterback Michael Robinson really is a wide receiver. 


Overnight demand for accountability and 
transformations —_'@seonsblty wll give the Gators 
Hal Mumme, New direction and dedication, and the 

Mexico State The offense talent will take over from there, If 


was recruited to run the option, 
and the program isin a rut. Does 
this sound familiar? Mumme took 
over a similar situation at Kentucky 
and immediately made football fun 
again, The Aggies will win this 
year, and if Mumme's run doesn't 
end like the last (recruiting viola- 
tions at UK), he will hang around 
Las Cruces for two or three years 
before landing a bigger gig. 
Urban Meyer, Florida 
One of the nation's hottest coach- 
es inherits one of the nation's most 
talented-and dysfunctional-teams. 
Meyers disciplinarian style and 


Florida gets a big win eatly~ 
against national championship con- 
tender Tennessee-it could roll into 
abig season and make former 
ccoach Ron Zook's “big” win over 
Florida State pale in comparison, 


: 


SIX YOU 
CANT MISS 


Texas at Ohio State, 
September 10 One of the 
nation's best defenses vs. the 
nation’s one-man wrecking 
crew, Texas quarterback 
Vince Young. Get this: 
Young won't be the best 
dual-threat quarterback (see: 
OSU's Troy Smith) on the 
field this day. 

Tennessee at LSU, 
September 24 One of the 
SEC's two national title con- 
tenders will take a big hit 
here—that is, if Tennessee sur- 
vives a week earlier at Florida. 

Oklahoma vs. Texas, at 
Dallas, October 8 Even with 
all the problems the Sooners 
have at quarterback, there's 
something about not tuming 
away from this annual car 
wreck, Seriously, if Texas can't 
8 win this year, when will it? 

Miami at Virginia Tech, 
November 5 Little known fact: the Hokies have won seven of 
the last 10 meetings between the teams. Meanwhile, Miami is 
10-5 against more-ballyhooed state rivals Florida State and 
Florida. If Tech wins again, it could be a huge step toward the 
Rose Bowl. 

USC at Cal, November 12 Bears quarterback Joseph Ayoob 
will have two months of playing in coach Jeff Tedford's sys- 
tem behind him. And Tedford knows how to game plan the 
Trojans better than anyone. If USC is going to lose, it's going 
to be here. 

Ohio State at Michigan, November 19 Both have enough to 
stay unbeaten until this annual slugfest. If that happens and 
the winner somehow gets jobbed out of the Rose Bowl by two 
other unbeatens, how will Big Ten commish Jim Delaney—the 
most powerful man in college sports—choke that down? 


Georgia Tech tripped up 
Auburn two years ago. 
Will it happen again? 


LEVERONE /TSN 


How will new coaches fare where others failed? 
What to expect from the new faces on campus: 


Patience is a necessary virtue 

Ed Orgeron, Mississippi Here's hoping Ole Miss administrators give Orgeron more 
leash—and more control over his staff-than previous coach David Cutcliffe had. Orgeron is one of 
the nation's best recruiters, and he made huge strides with his first class despite limited time and 
access to players. If he can build a competent staff, the Rebels will compete for the SEC West 
Division title in three years, 

Greg Robinson, Syracuse A longtime, successful-and, at times, criticized-assistant 
coach in college and the NFL, Robinson is completely changing the way the Orange plays on 
both sides of the ball. He's at least another year from getting enough players (specifically, a quar- 
terback) to make a successful change to a pro style offense, and it will take at least two seasons 
for everyone to buy into the philosophy. 

Steve Spurrier, South Carolina Yeah, yeah, we've heard it all: There isn't the kind of 
talent Spurrier had at Florida in Columbia, S.C., and the Gamecocks still must beat Florida, 
Georgia and Tennessee to win the SEC East and have a chance at the SEC championship. But 
understand this: Carolina will compete for the SEC title within three years because there is talent 
in Columbia and because there are few coaches who know the college game like Spurrier, 

Charlie Weis, Notre Dame There is a core of skill players Weis can use to make his 
transition smoother, but the Irish must get stronger and tougher on the interior lines to win games 
in the second half. Weis' first priority is to infuse quarterback Brady Quinn with confidence and 
find a way to protect him. f Quinn flourishes and the Irish win a few games they shouldn't, elite 
recruits will flock to South Bend again. 
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The more things stay the 
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Mike Gundy, Oklahoma State lt didn't 
take long for OSU to promote Gundy, the Cowboys? 
offensive coordinator, once Les Miles left for LSU. Gundy became a more patient coach under 
Miles, whose even and persistent presence kept the Cowboys in the Big 12 South Division race 
into late October. To win the South Division, though, Gundy must improve OSU's recruiting in 
Texas 

Skip Holtz, East Carolina This wasn't the Carolina Holtz had planned to lead, and it 
will take multiple seasons for the Pirates to become competitive again. ECU was one of the 
nation’s worst teams with a disciplinarian (Steve Logan) and a players coach (John Thompson). 
There has to be the right mix between the two, but is Holtz it? 

Mark Snyder, Marshall He won't tinker much with what has been successful offen- 
sively, but expect the Herd to be more disciplined on defense and to focus more on special 
teams-a direct result of Snyder's years under Ohio State coach Jim Tressel. 

Ron Zook, Illinois Zook must tweak his philosophy or the lini won't grow past a team 
that scares the Big Ten elite every now and then. He's too much of a players coach, too flexible 
on discipline issues that mold team character, If he has learned from the Florida debacle, the 
lini will benefit from his recruiting ability and work ethic. If he hasn't, hell be looking for another 
jb in four years. 


The rest Les Miles, LSU He has Five on the fast track 

Bill Cubit, Western the perfect temperament to deal —° Dan Hawkins, Boise State There's this prevailing thought that Hawkins only will leave 
Michigan The program dete- with the 2: Boise for the Notre Dame job. Don't bet on it. He's a fierce competitor-physically and mentally~ 
orated under defensive-minded stresses lt) Band would lve to prove his syle works atte ete level Once his son Drew graduates from high 
coach Gary Darnell. Why not try __‘that come 5 2° school in 2008, it wll be easier 
offensive-minded Cubit? fone aes Bees} <=: for him to leave a situation he 

Brent Guy, Utah in admits is very good for him 
State A fee no-non- and the Z now. ae 
sense guy gets one of the five Tigers’ rabid © f= soe Glenn, 
toughest jobs in Division LA. fan base. Wyoming Hard to believe 

Walt Harris, Stanford Shane Montgomery, someone didn't take a chance 
Harris needed a change after a Miami (Ohio) A fantastic on Glenn sooner. He has won 
lack of appreciation at Pittsburgh, _hire. He is one of the nation's ‘national championships at the 
but he landed the toughest job in brightest offensive minds and an Division AA and Il levels, and 
the Pac-10. assistant who deserved a shot fe has Wyoming amang the 

Terry Hoeppner, with his own program. elite in the Mountain West 
Indiana Is the IU job a step- Mike Sanford, UNLV Conerenes alter bo seasone. 
pingstone or a tombstone? One He'll breathe life into a stale pro- He lobbied for the Colorado 
Of the nation’s hottest mic-major___gram-a program with recruiting job when Gary Bamett was 
coaches, Hoeppner could've and championship potential, Tied before the 1998 season, 
waited and landed a more promi- Frank Solich, Ohio It tut the Buffs weren't going to . 
nent job. won't happen right away, but fase ics A De = 

Solich will have Ohio competing ci Ss hes Weed by = 
for a MAC championship before a i 2 ¥ iS 
Li lontana and won a ra 
fending a bigger job national tle two years later. 2 
Bees Tomer, S38 Think CU wil be interested this td 
Jose State His tenure = (ie ape es le 
course at Arizona. Now SIS\ ae ie 
might fall out of Division FA Mike Price, UTEP iy 
before Tomey can prove his Food ofthis purpalory = 4 
peotivacan already; there's no doubt 
Dave Wannstedt, Price should be coaching at a major BCS school. The one-year turnaround at UTEP says, 
Pitt A new challenge will enough-as do the two Rose Bowis at Washington State. His folksy charm and personality are a 
invigorale one of football's magnet for recruits, and his gameday coaching acumen is underrated, He'll make some athletic 
2 finest teachers. director look very smart, very soon. 
fe Kyle Whittingham, Gregg Brandon, Bowling Green He's the creator of Urban Meyer's successful 
Utah He's a fantastic gameday spread option offense. In two seasons since replacing Meyer, Brandon has won 20 games, beaten 
al coach and motivator. One prob- Purdue and scared the bajeezus out of Ohio State and Oklahoma. His offense has scored at least 
lem: He only can look bad after ‘31 points in 18 of 26 career games, and the team has enough talent to win 10 games this season. 
i Uikin Noes neg He won't leave for just any job (see: Terry Hoeppner, Indiana), but he'll have his choice soon 
. rone Willingham, enough. 

Bronco Mendenhall, Wanner Wingham had David Cutcliffe, quarterbacks coach, Notre Dame He butted heads with the 
BYU He's ahard worker anda better recruit with alittle more Ole Miss administration the past few years and eventually was fired because of it. Understand this: 
fiery motivator. Will it be enough passion and urgency or he might Only legendary coach John Vaught had better success with the Rebels, which says plenty. Cutcliffe 
to ignite a fan base desperate for not last much longer than three has few peers when it comes to coaching quarterbacks, and it will show with Brady Quinn's devel- 
success again? years at UW, either. ‘opment this season. I the lish offense takes off, so will Cutclife's coaching stock. 


Five on the hot seat 

Gary Pinkel, Missouri Year No. 5 for 
Pinkel at MU, and what does he have to show for 
it? Three losing seasons and a big step backward 
last year, When lowa State is in better shape as a 
program than Missouri, it's clear Pinkel is in a must- 
Win situation. It also doesn't help that he has 
rubbed some administrators the wrong way with 
his personality. 

Mike Shula, Alabama We said from 
Day 1 that Shula was bulletproof for three years. 
Now it's time to show he has the program headed 
in the right direction and that he has a firm founda 
tion and philosophy for what he wants to do. The 
overriding problems with Shula: His teams have no 


Five best coordinator hires 

Rob Spence, offensive coordinator, Clemson 
‘Somehow, some way, Charlie Whitehurst went from the NFL's top quarter- 
back prospect in 2004 to a guy who had no idea where he was throwing 
the ball. His touchdown to interception ratio (7-to-17) forced Clemson coach 
‘Tommy Bowden to hire Spence, the architect of Toledo's pass-happy, point- 
arminute offense. Spence must rebuild Whitehurst’s confidence and extend 
the Tigers’ predictable short passing game. 

Gary Crowton, offensive coordinator, Oregon A fantas- 
tic move by Oregon coach Mike Bellotti, who gets a guy who knows the 
passing game better than anyone this side of Steve Spurrier. Wait and see 
how Crowton's offense blossoms with the speed and athletes at Oregon— 
and with Kellen Clemens, the most underrated quarterback in the nation. 

Gene Chizik, defensive coordinator, Texas A fast riser 
‘among the nation's coordinators, Chizik’s man-under style and innovative 


identity, and watching his offense is ike watching 2 
bad NFL team play out the season, And he hasn't 
helped his cause with some questionable gameday 
decisions, 

Gary Barnett, Colorado It's just a matter of ime. Whether or not the problems off 
the field are his responsibilty, he's going to take the blame-especially with a new president 
and athletic director. Winning the Big 12 North saved his job last year. He might need to win 
the conference title to save it again. 

Rich Brooks, Kentucky He wasn't a popular hire and hasn't endeared himself to 
rabid Kentucky fans who-believe it or not-really do want a successful football pragram. The 
UK administration had hopes of Brooks repeating his tumaround at Oregon in the Bluegrass. 
Forget that. He tured around the Ducks when the Pac-10 was at its lowest point-from top to 


(MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN 


blitz schemes were the reasons the Auburn defense 
developed from dangerous to dominant during the past 
two years. He'll take over a Texas defense that lacks expe~ 
rience but has plenty of young talent. 

Bo Pelini, defensive coordinator, LSU The 
Tigers are loaded in the front seven with athletic, aggressive 
players. Peni had similar units at Nebraska and OWahoma, 
and he molded them into tumover-forcing machines. There's 
no better way to set up a bruising, run-based offense than 
by controling tempo and delivering short fields. 

Reggie Herring, defensive coordinator, 
Arkansas It cost the Hogs nearly $1 milion to lure 


‘MIKE WINTROATH / WIDE WORLD PHOTOS 


bottom-in two decades. The SEC, on the other hand, never has been stronger-on the field 
and off the field in the recruiting wars. 

Greg Schiano, Rutgers There couldn't be a more genuine, harder working coach. 
But sometimes, it just doesn't work out. I's hard enough trying to recruit to Rutgers and sell a 
university with no tradition. I's even harder trying to sell itn the Big East. Rutgers has won 12 
games in Schiano's four years, and the program took a step back last season. Translation: Win 
six games or you're out. 


Herring from N.C. State, which should say enough about Herring's ability 

Stil, he has been hit and miss in recent stops, but last season at N.C. State, 
he looked like a genius with a team built around the defensive mind of coach 
Chuck Amato. Arkansas doesn't have the same athletes. TSN 


E-mail College Football Insider Matt Hayes at 
mhayes@sportingnews.com 
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Three 
of a 
kind 
Southern California 
has too much talent 


to let a turbulent 
offseason sink its ship 


By Mart Haves 


fhe train was rolling, and it 

ij was oh so easy: winning ‘ 
a second national title 2 
in two years, the Heisman 
Trophy winner staying 

for his senior season and, 

a few weeks later, accu- 
mulating one of the 

nation’s best recruiting 
classes. 

Lock up that three-peat for 
Southern California, right? 

But then the Trojans lost offensive coordinator/guru Norm 
Chow, quarterbacks coach Carl Smith and offensive line coach 
Tim Davis—all to the NFL. They also lost defensive line coach 
Ed Orgeron, who took the Mississippi job last December. 

Hey, we're not foolish enough to think USC can't win on 
talent alone, but stranger things have happened (see Miami, 
circa 1986, 2002). Still, as long as the new assistant coaches 
don't mess with success, the Trojans should be celebrating the 
first three-peat national championship in the sport's history. 

There's just too much talent to ignore, from a player who 
could end up being the best quarterback in the history of the 
college game (Matt Leinart) to the nation’s most dangerous 
player (Reggie Bush). As many as three USC receivers could 
become future first-round NFL draft picks. 

The Trojans aren't without personnel issues. Three poten- 
tial starters must complete academic work this summer to 
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remain eligible. The defense will 
be young in the front seven, 

even though a majority of the 

projected starters are former high 
school All-Americans, and the 
secondary lacks depth. 

Remember these names: end 
Jeff Schweiger, tackle Sedrick 
Ellis and linebacker Keith 
Rivers, sophomores who must 
play big if the Trojans are to 
make it to the Rose Bowl nation- 
al title game. 


Rose Bowl dreams 
Tennessee This Vols 
offense could be as explosive 
as the 2001 unit, which fum- 
bled away an opportunity in 
the SEC championship game 
that could've led to a spot in 
J the last Rose Bow! national 
§ championship game. Tailback 
Gerald Riggs allows UT to do 
what it does best: pound the ball 
at defenses to set up play-action 
passes. Quarterback Erik Ainge 
has a fast, dangerous group of 
receivers, and the defense could 
be the best in coordinator John 
Chavis’ 17 seasons coaching in 
Knoxville. One problem: back- 
to-back road games against 
Florida and LSU before 
October. 

Ohio State Two reasons the 
Buckeyes can make it to the 
Rose Bowl: fabulous wideout 

Ted Ginn and a defense that 
will be better than the staunch 
unit that led a national title run 
in 2002. A.J. Hawk, Anthony 
Schlegel and Bobby 
Carpenter form the best 
linebacking unit in the 
nation, and Ashton 
Youboty is one of the 
nation’s top corner- 
backs. If freshman 
tailback Maurice 


Bush is the most 
dangerous weapon 
in the nation-and 

one of many for the 
Trojans. 
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Games telecast locally may also 


Wells gives the offense balance and 
keeps pressure off quarterback Troy 
Smith and Ginn, OSU could be play- 
ing Michigan for a spot in the Rose 
Bow1 in the final game of the regular 
season. 

Virginia Tech We flirted with the 
idea of placing the Hokies at the 
top—if not for the tenuous status of 
mercurial and mischievous (that’s 
being generous) quarterback 
Marcus Vick. If Vick stays out of 
trouble and plays to his potential—a 
big if—the Hokies will be as dan- 
gerous as any team. After three 
rough years, the defense came back 
in a big way in 2004 and is primed 
for a huge season. The Hokies are 
as fast as any team on defense and 
played a large chunk of last season 
without linebacker Xavier Adibi— 
he injured his right biceps in the 
opening game against USC—their 
most gifted athlete 

Texas For the first time in years, 
the Longhorns have a game other 
than Oklahoma that will determine their national title hopes. 
Fresh off a Rose Bowl victory over Michigan—the biggest 
win in the Mack Brown era—Texas must travel to Ohio State 
on September 10 for the biggest nonconference game of the 
season. 

A win could give the Longhorns a huge mental lift for their 
annual showdown—or is that meltdown?—a month later 
against Oklahoma, If the Longhorns lose to the Buckeyes, you 
can pencil in a sixth consecutive loss in the Red River Shootout. 


‘Two national title sleepers 
Miami Coach Larry Coker thinks Charlie Jones is the 
next great Hurricanes tailback, and wideout Lance Leggett 


has added weight and bulk and will 
be a dynamic factor. The emer- 
gence of tight end Greg Olsen 
gives either quarterback—Kyle 
Wright or Kirby Freeman—a com- 
fort zone. Ten starters return from a 
speedy, athletic defense that will 
get a boost from controversial red- 
shirt freshman linebacker Willie 
Williams—easily the unit's most 
dynamic player. 

LSU Outside of USC, the Tigers 
might be the nation’s most talented 
team. The problem: Who plays quar- 
terback? Sophomore JaMarcus 
Russell has loads of talent but was 
erratic as a freshman in 2004. If he 
doesn’t win the job, the Tigers will 
look to a freshman, Ryan Perrilloux— 
not a good thing in the rugged SEC. 


Wright 


Two that could disappoint 

Georgia Coach Mark Richt's 
offense revolves around decision- 
making and accuracy from the 
quarterback. New starter D.J. 
Shockley has shown neither of those qualities, and his 
hype has far exceeded his production when forced to per- 
form. The Bulldogs also are relying on young ends and 
linebackers to get pressure. It won't take long to get the 
story on Georgia: The Bulldogs open the season against 
loaded Boise State. 

Utah The new staff is revamping a successful offense with 
coordinator Andy Ludwig. Oregon took a step back in 
Ludwig's first season as coordinator in 2002 with a first-year 
quarterback, and Utah's Brian Johnson is replacing All- 
American Alex Smith this season. Ludwig's offenses have 
proved to be complicated early (at Fresno State and Oregon) 
but eventually prolific 


E 


17 Purdue The Boilermakers must learn how to 


Inside the Top 25 


‘& Oklahoma Now that Jason White's 18th year of 
eligibility is up, can the Sooners hang on in the Big 12? 
10 Iowa The physical, well-coached Hawkeyes no 
longer are a Big Ten novelty. 

91 Florida Urban Meyer's honeymoon will last for, 
oh, two weeks. Then Tennessee comes to town. 

12 Florida State The Seminoles haven't had this 
much uncertainty at quarterback since, um, the last 
week of last season. 

13 Georgia Now we'll get to see why coach Mark 
Richt worked so hard to keep quarterback DJ. 
Shockley from transferring. 

14 Texas A&M Remember those teams that lost 
five games one season and won a national title the 
next year (Oklahoma, Ohio State, LSU)? 

15 California You know coach Jeff Tedford will find a 
‘quarterback. Until he does, watch dynamic tailback 
Marshawn Lynch. 

16 Auburn If quarterback Brandon Cox develops 
® Michigan Were the defensive meltdowns against | quickly, the Tigers will be playing for the SEC 

Ohio State and Texas in 2004 an anomaly or a trend? | championship again. 


win close games and develop a sense of urgency in 
big games. 

18 Georgia Tech See Texas A&M. They're nearly 
identical teams, but Tech’s road is much tougher. 
19 Louisville Laugh all you want, but the Cardinals 
will have a significantly tougher time in the Big East. 


ZO Boise State OK, fellas, you want respect? Roll into 
Athens on Week 1 and beat Georgia. Then you've got it. 
21 Bowling Green Why watch the Falcons? 
Quarterback Omar Jacobs-trust us. 

22 lowa State A perfect example of what 
happens when an administration is patient with a 
coach who knows what he’s doing. 

2 Virginia Why do we still believe in the 
Cavaliers? One word: talent. Coach Al Groh better 
start taking advantage of it. 

24 Arizona State Until the Sun Devils make strides on 
defense, they're just another Pac-10 team chasing USC. 
25 Utah There will be a transition with a (mostly) 
new staff, but not enough to offset the power 
structure of the weak Mountain West. 


1 Southern California Coach Pete Carroll can 
motivate, recruit and coach on gameday. Can he 
navigate through complacency? 

2 Tennessee The Vols have terrific balance on 
both sides, but a brutal road schedule might be too 
much to overcome. 

3 Ohio State No one will be as stingy defensively, 
and only USC’s Reggie Bush is more exciting than 
wideout Ted Ginn. But just barely, 

4 Virginia Tech If quarterback Marcus Vick steers 
clear of trouble, Tech will be as dangerous as any 
team in the nation. 

5 Texas If the Longhorns finally beat Oklahoma, a 
magical season could evolve, 

6 LSU Nick Saban heads for the NFL and leaves 
national championship talent for new coach 

Les Miles. 

7 Miami Who ever would use “Miami” and “under 
the radar” in the same sentence? 
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Two that could surprise 

N.C. State The athletic, aggressive Wolfpack again will 
have the nation’s best defense. The difference this season: 
They'll get some help from a retooled offense—specifically, 
more mature quarterback Jay Davis—that gave away too 
much last year. The offense had 32 turnovers last year, forcing 
the defense to deal with short fields. And the Wolfpack still 
led the nation in total defense 

Wyoming It hasn't taken long for coach Joe Glenn's spread 
offense and energetic attitude to rub off on the Cowboys. 
Wyoming has 19 starters returning from a team that hit its 
stride in the second half of last season and beat UCLA in the 
Las Vegas Bowl. The ‘Pokes will get thumped in the season 
opener at Florida—then might not lose again, 


26-119: How the rest of the nation ranks 


26, Alabama 41, Toledo 56, Oregon State 

27, UCLA 42. Miami (Ohio) 57. Colorado State 
28, Texas Tech 43, Colorado 58, Nebraska 

29, Pittsburgh 44, Maryland 59. Northwestern 
30, Fresno State 45, Wisconsin 60. Mississippi 

31, NC, State 46. Memphis 61, North Texas 

32, Penn State 47, Northern Illinois 62, Houston 

33, UAB 48. Oklahoma State 63. Washington State 
34, Minnesota 49. Michigan State 64, South Carolina 
35. West Virginia 50, Kansas State 65. Kansas 


96, Missouri 51. Boston College 66. Middle Tennessee 
37, Notre Dame 52. Arkansas 67, Louisiana Tech 
38, Wyoming 53. TCU 68. Washington 

39, Oregon 54. Clemson 69. Akron 

40. Southern Miss ‘55, UTEP 70, Navy 


Two way under the radar 

Washington State Think about it. Who really scares you in 
the Pac-10 besides USC? Before last year’s slip, WSU was suc- 
cessful because it had balance on offense. Quarterback Josh 
Swogger will be healthy again, and the defense won't be forced 
to stay on the field so long. And one more thing: Tailback 
Jerome Harrison will be one of the Pac-10's best players. 

BYU There are two ways to look at the Cougars’ recent tum- 
ble: They really are that devoid of talent or former coach Gary 
Crowton simply lost the team midway through the 2003 season. 
We'll go with the latter. BYU should be able to compete among 
the elite in the Mountain West, New coach Bronco Mendenhall 
has instilled a new attitude and fire, and he will find ways to 
make dynamic receiver Todd Watkins an All-American. 


ee Wake Forest 88. Kentucky 105, UNLV 

2. Illinois 89, Vanderbilt 106. New Mexico State 
a Syracuse 90. Eastern Michigan 107. Temple 
74, New Mexico 91. East Carolina 108, Tulsa 
75. Hawaii 92, Army. 109, Ohio 
76, Kent State 93, Rutgers: N10. Ball State 
Ti. Tulane 94, Indiana M. Arkansas State 
78, BYU 95. Air Force N12. Utah State 
79. North Carolina 96, Louisiana-Lafayette 113, SMU 
80. Arizona 97. San Jose State 114, Central Florida 
81, Troy 98, Stanford 115, Western Michigan 
82. Connecticut 99, Duke 116. Idaho 
83, South Florida 100. Cincinnati ‘Til. Buffalo 
84, Nevada 101, San Diego State 118. Florida International 
85, Marshall 102. Rice 119. Florida Atlantic 
86. Mississippi State 103, Central Michigan 
87, Baylor 104. Louisiana-Monroe 
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BACKFIELDS 


QB John David Booty, RB Reggie Bush, 
FB Brandon Hancock, FB David Kirtman, 
*QB Matt Leinart, "RB LenDale White 
Leinart, coming off elbow surgery, is looking for 
Heisman No. 2. Booty is ready to play if needed, 
White is the thunder to Bush's lightning. 


RB Kevin Grady, "RB Mike Hart, *QB Chad 
Henne, RB Jerome Jackson, RB Max Martin, 
FB Obi Oluigbo, FB Brian Thompson 

Henne was a freshman sensation last season and 
surprised his coaches with his acumen and poise. 
Hart was another phenom. His build and style remind 
many of Jamie Mortis. 


QB Gavin Dickey, *QB Chris Leak, RB Markus 
Manson, QB Josh Portis, RB Skyler Thornton, 
RB DeShawn Wynn 

Leak, who led the SEC's top offense last year, will 
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run Urban Meyer's new spread offense with a tal- 
ented cast that includes running backs Wynn and 
Thornton. The offense will not use a fullback. 


FB Chris Alexander, QB Ty Branyon, QB Stephen 
McGee, “QB Reggie McNeal, *RB Courtney 
Lewis, RB Jay Lucas, RB Samson Taylor 

McNeal is one of the nation's best dual-threat quar: 
terbacks. Lewis can gain the tough yards and also 
get to the perimeter. 


*QB Erik Ainge, *FB Cory Anderson, QB Rick 
Clausen, RB Arian Foster, ‘RB Gerald Riggs 
Ainge showed flashes of being special last 
year as a true freshman before succumbing 
to injury. Riggs runs hard and makes defend- 
ers miss. 


RB Jamaal Charles, FB Ahmard Hall, 
RB Michael Houston, FB Marcus Myers, 
QB Matt Nordgren, RB Ramonce Taylor, 
RB Selvin Young, “QB Vince Young 


Everything begins and ends with Vince Young, one of 
the top athletes in the nation. But his passing remains 
iffy. There's talent at running back, where someone 
must emerge to replace Cedric Benson. 


QB Tom Brandstater, RB Wendell Mathis, 
*QB Paul Pinegar, ‘RB Bryson Sumlin, 

“FB Roshon Vercher, Dwayne Wright 

Pinegar has posted a 24-8 record as a starter. Sumiin 
and Wright have 1,000-yard seasons on their 
resumes; Mathis ran for 995 last year. The trio com- 
bined for 2,282 yards rushing last year. 


*QB Marques Hagans, RB Michael Johnson, 
*RB Wali Lundy, QB Christian Olsen, 

*FB Jason Snelling 

Lundy is one of the nation's top run/catch backs. He 
often gets a big assist from Sneliing's lead blocks. 
Hagans' skils keep defensive coordinators up at night. 


“QB Omar Jacobs, RB BJ. Lane, ‘RB PJ. Pope, 
QB Anthony Turner 
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Jacobs is as good as ex-Falcons star Josh Haris. 
Pope ran for 1,098 yards last year with 15 rushing 
touchdowns, 


10. BOISE STATE 

RB Jeff Carpenter, FB Jon Helmandollar, 

“FB Brad Lau, ‘RB Lee Marks, RB Taylor Tharp, 
*QB Jared Zabransky 

Zabransky can beat teams throwing and run- 
ning. Marks is a mighty mite, and Helmandollar 
is a bull with a nose for the end zone. 


RECEIVERS 
1. USC 


TE Dominique Byrd, ‘WR Dwayne Jarrett, 
WR Whitney Lewis, WR Chris McFoy, 

“WR Steve Smith, TE Dale Thompson 

Jarrett, a rangy target, is the next great receiver at 
USC. Smith can get separation. Lewis sat out last 
year to work on academics. 


2. MIAMI 

WR Darnell Jenkins, ‘WR Lance Leggett, WR 
Ryan Moore, WR Sinorice Moss, TE Greg Olsen 
Roscoe Parrish left a year early, but future stars such 
as the slithery Leggett, Jenkins, Moore and Moss are 
capable of taking over. Keep an eye on Olsen, the 
team’s next great tight end. 


3. N.C. STATE 

“WR Lamart Barrett, WR Brian Clark, WR John 
Dunlap, “SB Tramain Hall, WR Sterling Hicks, 
TE John Ritcher, “TE T.J. Williams 

There are plenty of speedy options, led by 
Washington and Hall, Hicks and Clark are big tar- 
gets. Williams is one of the nation’s top tight ends. 


4. LSU 

“WR Dwayne Bowe, WR Xavier Carter, 

WR Craig Davis, WR Early Doucet, ‘WR Skyler 
Green, ‘TE David Jones 

Carter and Doucet are among the best 
young receivers in the SEC. Davis is another 
wideout to watch. 


5. MICHIGAN 

WR Adrian Arrington, “WR Jason Avant, 

WR Steve Breaston, WR Doug Dutch, TE Tyler 
Ecker, “TE Tim Massaquoi, WR Carl Tabb 
Braylon Edwards is gone, but plenty of talent 
remains. Breaston is a big play waiting to happen. 
Avant might be the best of the bunch, Massaquoi 
and Ecker are a formidable duo. 


6. AUBURN 

WR Devin Aromashodu, WR Anthony Mix, 

WR Ben Obomanu, ‘WR Courtney Taylor, 

“TE Cooper Wallace 

The Tigers have reliable options in Taylor—the 
star—Aromashodu and Mix. Each is a big tar- 
get capable of getting downfield. Wallace is 
a steady force who has developed into a 
nice blend of blocker and pass catcher. 
Brandon Cox might look his way often. 


7. LOUISVILLE 

TE Gary Barnidge, “WR Broderick Clark, 

WR Harry Douglas, ‘WR Montrell Jones, 

TE Scott Kuhn, WR Jimmy Riley, ‘WR Joshua 
Tinch, WR Mario Urruttia 

This is a deep and talented group. Jones is a 
bummer, and Tinch has size. They must devel- 
op chemistry with new starting quarterback 
Brian Brohm. 


8. OHIO STATE 

“WR Ted Ginn, WR Anthony Gonzalez, WR Roy 
Hall, ‘TE Ryan Hamby, ‘WR Santonio Holmes, 
WR Devon Lyons 

Ginn is the most dynamic threat in the nation. 
Holmes can stretch the field and benefits from 
Ginn's presence. Hamby is a move:the-chains type 
of player with athletic ability 


9. FLORIDA 

WR Dallas Baker, ‘TE Tate Casey, WR Andre 
Caldwell, WR Jemalle Cornelius, WR Chad 
Jackson, WR Mike Mcintosh, WR Kenneth 
Tookes 


There are plenty of options, headlined by 
Caldwell, Baker and Jackson. This is a deep 
and talented group that offers a nice blend 
of size and speed. 


10. UTEP 

WR Jayson Boyd, ‘WR Chris Francies, 

WR Aaron Givens, WR Jacob Gonzales, 

“WR Johnnie Lee Higgins, “WR Chris Marrow, 
TE Casey Mauch, WR Daniel Robinson, 

TE Jake Sears 

The Miners are loaded. Boyd, who began his career 
at Oregon State, is a big target who is headed for 
stardom, The returning players combined for 160 
receptions and 2,358 yards with 22 scores. 


LUNES 
1, TEXAS 


*G Will Allen, *T Justin Blalock, G Mike Ga 
“T Jonathan Scott, C Lyle Sendlein, *G Kasey 
Studdard, G Kyle Thornton 

Many familiar faces are back from a group of massive 
men who helped the Longhorns lead the Big 12 in 
rushing last year. Scott and Blalock are formidable 
tackles who block out the sun and opponents 


2. USC 

“T Sam Baker, G Jeff Byers, T Winston Justice, 
*C Ryan Kalil, ‘T Taitusi Lutui, *G Fred Matua 
Justice is a force who returns after missing last sea- 
son. Defenders get lost in Lutui’s shadow, and Byers 
plays like a defensive lineman. 


3. LSU 

*G Will Arnold, °G/T Nate Livings, *G/T Brian 
Johnson, *C Rudy Niswanger, ‘T Andrew 
Whitworth 

Led by Whitworth and Livings, this is a big, 
physical unit that can overmatch opponents. 
The group helped the Tigers lead the SEC in 
rushing offense last season. 


Texas’ offensive line, left to right, Justin Blalock, 
Will Allen, Lyle Sendlein, quarterback Vince Young, 
Kasey Studdard, Mike Garcia and Jonathan Scott. 


4, MICHIGAN 

C Mark Bihl, G/C Leo Henige, T Mike 
Kolodziej, G Adam Kraus, *G Matt Lentz, 

“T Jake Long, *C/G Rueben Riley, ‘T Adam 
Stenavich 

David Baas will be missed in the middle, but talent 
abounds. Stenavich and Lentz get after it. Long 
could leave as one of the school's best. 


5. LOUISVILLE 

*T Jeremy Darveau, G Renardo Foster, ‘T Travis 
Leffew, *C Jason Spitz, *G Kurt Quarterman 
This is an athletic unit with size, Quarterman is a 
348-pound behemoth who can move. Leffew and 
Spitz are the stars. Foster is coming off an injury. 


6. GEORGIA 

T Chester Adams, 'T Daniel Inman, 

*G Max Jean-Gilles, "G Nick Jones, ‘T Dennis 
Roland, |"C Russ Tanner 


There are few linemen as talented as Jean- 
Gilles, a massive run-blocking force who 
understands angles. This is a veteran unit 
that works well together. 


7. BOSTON COLLEGE 

*G Josh Beekman, ‘T Gosder Cherilus, 

*G James Marten, *C Patrick Ross, 

‘T Jeremy Trueblood 

Every starter is back from a massive unit. The best of 
the bunch is Trueblood. Ross packs a punch in the 
pivot, and Cherilus is an underrated talent. 


8. NOTRE DAME 

“T Ryan Harris, ‘T Mark LeVoir,, 

“G Bob Morton, *G Dan Stevenson, * 

*C John Sullivan 

LeVoir is the most experienced, but Harris is the most 
talented. Sullivan is an underrated force in the pivot, 
and Morton and Stevenson pack a punch inside. 


EFENSE 


UNES 
1. N.C. STATE 


E Raymond Brooks, T Martrel Brown, ‘T John 
McCargo, *E Manny Lawson, T DeMario 
Pressley, ‘T DeMarcus Tyler, ‘E Mario Williams, 
E Willie Young 

The formidable starting four can rush the passer or 
stuff the run, Williams is a looming force on the 
edge. Lawson, a swooping hawk, is right behind on 
the other end. 


2. TEXAS 

*E Tim Crowder, “T Larry Dibbles, T Derek 
Lokey, E Roy Miller, T Frank Okam, *E Brian 
Robison, E Mike Williams, “T Rodrique Wright 
There is talent galore, led by Wright, who already 
looks like an NFL player. Crowder brings the heat 
from the edge along with Williams, 


3. MIAMI 

“T Baraka Atkins, T Kareem Brown, ‘E Thomas 
Carroll, ‘T Orien Harris, T Teraz McCray, E Eric 
Moncur, E Javon Nanton, *E Bryan Pata 

Harris is one of the ACC's most athletic tackles, 
Atkins is a versatile force who rarely takes a play off. 
Carroll is starting to fil out. 


4, TENNESSEE 

T Demonte Bolden, E Jason Hall, *E Parys 
Haralson, ‘T Justin Harrell, ‘T Jesse Mahelona, 
T Turk McBride, E Xavier Mitchell, 

E Antonio Reynolds 

Mahelona was an impact junior college trans- 
fer last season and is one of the nation's 
best. Few players bring the heat as consis- 
tently as Haralson, a strong player who refus- 
es to be blocked. 


5. OHIO STATE 

E Vernon Gholston, “T Marcus Green, *E Mike 
Kudla, T David Patterson, T Joe! Penton 

*T Quinn Pitcock, E Jay Richardson 
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FINISH 


9. MIAMI 

"T Rashad Butler, “G Tyler McMeans, 

*G Derrick Morse, °G Tony Tella, T Cyrim 
Wimbs, ‘T Eric Winston, C Anthony 
Wollschlager 

Winston, coming off a knee injury, is a former tight 
end who is light on his feet. When a tough yard is 
needed, the coaches often run behind the massive 
Morse. 


10. FRESNO STATE 

‘T Chris Denman, G Cole Popovich, 

“T Dartangon Shack, “G Ryan Wendell, 

*C Kyle Young 

This unit helped the Bulldogs average 40.2 points 

last season. Young is the anchor inside, a massive 
center with 28 consecutive starts, Wendell was 

a freshman star last season, and Shack and Denman are 
power tackles. 


FINISH 


fe 


N.C. State defensive line, front row, left to right, John McCargo and DeMarcus Tyler; 
second row, Manny Lawson and Mario Williams. 


This is a quick and active group that is difficult to 
contain, Pitcock gets after it. Green excels at break- 
ing the double-team. Kudla gets upfield in a flash. 


6. FLORIDA 

*E Joe Cohen, E Steven Harris, T Michael Hill, 
*T Ray McDonald, T Clint McMillan, “E Jeremy 
Mincey, E Tranell Morant, “T Marcus Thomas 

It all starts inside with tackles McDonald and 
Thomas. Cohen is a pass-rusher deluxe who 
has burst. 


7. TEXAS A&M 

E Jorrie Adams, ‘T Red Bryant, E Chris 
Harrington, *E Jason Jack, *T Johnny Jolly, 

E William Morrisey 

Size, athletic ability, toughness-you name it, these 
guys have it. Jolly and Bryant are run stuffers on the 
interior. Jack and Adams are frightening ends. 


8. FLORIDA STATE 

E Alex Boston, ‘T Brodrick Bunkley, E Darrell 
Burston, NT Clifton Dickson, T Andre Fluellen, 
E DJ. Norris, E Kamerion Wimbley 

There are several big shoes to fil on what typically 
is an athletic line. The coaches know they can 
count on Bunkley to control his man inside. Dickson 
made great strides last season. Jones needs 

to stay healthy. 


9. PURDUE 

T Ryan Baker, E Eugene Bright, ‘E Ray 
Edwards, ‘T Brent Grover, E Rob Ninkovich, 
*E Anthony Spencer, ‘T Brandon Villarreal 
Edwards and Spencer are big guys who can rush 
the passer and stuff the run. Villarreal can make 
plays on the interior, and Grover has underrated 
athletic ability. 
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10. AUBURN 

E Christopher Browder, T Neil Brown, T Wayne 
Dickens, E Quentin Groves, E Marquies Gunn, 
*NT Tommy Jackson, E Stanley McClover, 

NT Josh Thompson 

McClover and Groves, a former linebacker, 


rank as one of the nation's best pair of ends. 


Jackson excels at tying up blockers, which 
frees linebackers to make plays. 


LINEBACKERS 
1. OHIO STATE 


*SLB Bobby Carpenter, MLB Mike D'Andrea, 
SLB Marcus Freeman, *WLB A.J. Hawk, 

MLB John Kerr, “MLB Anthony Schlegel, 

WLB Curtis Terry 

This is the school's best group in years. Hawk is 
fast, athletic and deadly. Carpenter fills the hole in a 
flash. Schlegel and D'Andrea are monsters with a 
nose for the ball 


2. FLORIDA STATE 

WLB Marcello Church, *MLB Buster Davis, 
MLB Sam McGrew, ‘WLB A.J. Nicholson, 

*SLB Ernie Sims, LB Jae Thaxton, 

SLB Lawrence Timmons 

Sims, a Tasmanian devil, is developing into the All 
‘American-type many had forecast for him, Nicholson 
is a big, physical player who's addicted to contact. 
Davis is a brute in the middle, 


3. AUBURN 

MLB Kevis Burnam, OLB Karibi Dede, 

OLB Merrill Johnson, ‘OLB Kevin Sears, 
*OLB Antarrious Williams, “MLB Travis 
Williams 

Travis Wiliams is a veteran who runs well 
and has instincts. There are plenty of other 
playmakers, including Antarrious Williams 
and Sears. It's one of the nation's deepest 
units. 


4. TEXAS A&M 

“WLB Lee Foliaki, “SLB Renuel Greene, 

MLB Nurahda Manning, SLB Archie McDaniel, 
*MLB Justin Warren 

Most of this cast arrived in College Station amid big 
hype, and they're delivering the goods. Warren is a 

warrior who is an effective bltzer. Foliaki loves to hit 
and make plays. 


5. UCLA 

WLB Bruce Davis, “SLB Spencer Havner, 
‘MLB Justin London, SLB Christian Taylor, 
‘MLB Wesley Walker, WLB Aaron Whittington 
Havner led the Pac-10 in tackles last season. 
London is a frightening combination of speed and 
strength. Walker can do it all 


6. ARIZONA STATE 

WLB Nick Clapp, WLB Robert James, 

SLB DeAndre Johnson, MLB Beau Manutai, 
*MLB Dale Robinson, *SLB Jamar Williams 
Robinson, a former junior college transfer, is nick- 
named *Manimal” because of his ferocious hits. 
Wiliams made strides in the offseason and is 
primed to be a leader. 
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7. ALABAMA 

MLB Matt Collins, WLB Juwan Simpson, 

SLB Terrence Jones, ‘MLB Freddie Roach, 
*SLB DeMeco Ryans, WLB Demarcus Waldrop 
This is a quick-striking crew that runs well 
and understands the game. Roach is the 
anchor in the middle with Simpson (he 
changed his name from Juwan Garth) and 
Ryans providing support on the outside. The 
Tide needs a big season from Roach. 


8. MICHIGAN 

OLB Prescott Burgess, OLB Shawn Crable, 

ILB Chris Graham, ILB Dave Harris, OLB Tim 
Jamison, *ILB Scott McClintock, ILB John 
Thompson, *OLB LaMarr Woodley 

There is terific depth. Woodley, a scary combination 
of strength and speed, is one of the best in the 
country. McClintock just makes plays. Woods refus- 
es to be blocked. 


9. MIAMI (OHIO) 

*OLB John Busing, MLB David Hutzelman, 
*OLB Terna Nande, “MLB Derek Rehage, 

OLB Bryan Tyson, OLB Dontae Wright 

The group is led by three senior starters. They call 
Nande the “Freak” because he benches 500, squats 
620 and runs a 4.45. Busing, an active force, is fast 
and strong. 


10. IOWA 

SLB Chris Brevi, ‘WLB Chad Greenway, 

*MLB Adbul Hodge, WLB Mike Humpal, 

MLB Mike Klinkenborg, SLB Edmond Miles 
Greenway makes plays all over the field because of 
speed and effort. Hodge closes on ballearriers 
quickly and is good at shedding blocks. 


SECONDARIES 
1. TEXAS 


*CB Tarell Brown, *CB Cedric Griffin, 

FS Michael Griffin, “SS/CB Michael Huff, 

SS Drew Kelson, FS Matt Melton, 

CB Aaron Ross 

Philip Geiggar will be missed, but don't weep for 

the Longhorns. This corps features size and speed 
across the board, The comer duo of Cedric Griffin 
and Michael Huff has few peers. 


2. OHIO STATE 

*SS Tyler Everett, FS Brandon Mitchell, 

*FS Nate Salley, CB E.J. Underwood, SS Sirjo 
Welch, CB Donte Whitner, “CB Ashton Youboty 
This is a big unit that rarely is overmatched. Salley is 
a rangy hitter who moves well. Youboty is dificult to 
beat off the line, and Whitner is versatile, 


3. MIAMI 

CB Devin Hester, *CB Kelly Jennings, 

*SS Brandon Meriweather, *FS Anthony 
Reddick, CB Glenn Sharpe, "SS Greg Threat 
Leaders are needed with Antrel Rolle gone. 
Jennings could be the man, Threat is a hitter. This is 
one of the ACC's tallest secondaries, so matching 
up with big receivers isn't an issue. 


4. GEORGIA 

SS Tra Battle, ‘FS Greg Blue, ‘CB Tim 
Jennings, FS Kelin Johnson, *CB DeMario 
Minter, CB Paul Oliver, SS Antonio Sims 
Free safety Thomas Davis was a big hitter 
who will be difficult to replace. Minter and 
Jennings are veterans who know how to 
cover. There's depth at safety with Blue 
and Thomas. 


5. USE 

“SS Darnell Bing, SS Josh Pinkard, 

CB Terrell Thomas, CB John Walker, 

FS Scott Ware, *CB Eric Wright, 

“CB Justin Wyatt 

There is plenty of athletic ability. Bing is a hard 
hitter and veteran leader. Wyatt is a good cover 
man. Off-field issues cloud Wright's future. 


6. PENN STATE 

SS Paul Cronin, FS Chris Harrell, CB Donnie 
Johnson, CB Justin King, SS Calvin Lowry, 

FS Nolan McCready, *CB Anwar Phillips, 

*CB Alan Zemaitis 

Experience abounds for a unit that excels playing 
man or zone, The big and fast Zemaits is one of the 
nation’s best. 


7. TENNESSEE 

*CB Jason Allen, *FS Corey Campbell, 

SS Sinclair Cannon, CB Roshaun Fellows, 
CB Antonio Gaines, ‘CB Jonathan Hefney, 
SS Antwan Stewart 

Heiney and Fellows showed flashes 

in coverage as freshmen last season. 
Allen is a big, physical corner who 
moved from safety. 


8. ALABAMA 

SS Marcus Carter, FS Jeffrey Dukes, CB Eric 
Gray, FS Roman Harper, ‘SS Charlie Peprah 
*CB Anthony Madison, CB Lionel Mitchell, 

*CB Ramzee Robinson 

Few secondaries can match the experience 
of this crew. Madison and Robinson lack 
size but are quick. Harper makes sure every- 
one is lined up correctly. Peprah looks for 
the big hit. 


9. GEORGIA TECH 


CB Dennis Davis, SS Joe Gaston, 
*CB Reuben Houston, *FS Dawan Landry, 
CB Jamal Lewis, FS Djay Jones, 

*SS Chris Reis, “CB Kenny Scott 

With James Butler gone, the staff needs Landry to 
shine, He's a minilinebacker who always is on 
the prowl to deliver a hit. Houston has good 
cover skils. 


10. PITTSBURGH 

FS Steffan Brinson, SS Sam Bryant, 

CB Reggie Carter, CB Kennard Cox, 

“CB Josh Lay, FS Tez Morris, 

“SS Mike Phillips, “CB Darrelle Revis 

This is a deep group led by Lay, who broke up 15 
passes last season and intercepted three, Revis 
was a freshman star last year. Mortis is a savy vet- 
‘eran who can hit. 
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lamps that are sure to brighten the home 
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PLAYER RANKINGS 


FFENSE 


© QB Kellen \ 
Clemens __ 


Quarterbacks 

1 Matt Leinart, USC, 65,225, Si. 

2. Omar lacobs, Bowing Green, 6-4, 224, J. 
3. Reggie McNeal, Texas A&M, 6-2, 206, Si. 
4. Drow Tae, lowa, 6-0, 185, 

5. Chris Leak, Florida, 60,196, 

6. Chad Henne, Michigan, 6-2, 225, So. 
7.Vince Young, Texas, 6-5, 230, J. 

8, Kellen Clemens, Oregon, 6-2, 218, St 

‘9, Tyler Palko, Pittsburgh, 6-2, 220, Jr. 

10. Bruce Gradkowski, Toledo, 6-2, 210, St 
11. Drew Stanton, Michigan State, 6-3, 226, Jr 
12. Brady Quinn, Notre Dame, 64,220 

13. Brad Smith, Missouri, 6-2, 210, Sr. 

14, Erk Ainge, Tennessee, 66, 212, So. 

15. Marcus Vick, Virginia Tech, 6-0, 212, Jr. 
16.Charie Whitehurst, Clemson, 6-4, 225, St. 
17.Tioy Smith, Ohio Sate, 61, 218, Jc 

18, Darrell Hackney, UAB, 6-2, 240, Sr. 

19. Jared Zabransky, Boise State, 203, J. 
20. Jordan Palmer, UTEP, 6-5, 230, Jr. 


Running backs 

1, Adin Peterson, Oklahoma, 62, 210, So. 
2, Reggie Bush, USC, 6-0, 200, Je. 

‘3. Mike Hart, Michigan, 5-9, 192, So. 

4, Laurence Maroney, Minnesota, 6-11, 205, J 
5. Gerald Riggs, Tennessee, 60, 217, Sc 

6, Leon Washington, Flrida Stat, 5-8, 202, Ss. 
7.DeAngelo Wiliams, Memphis, 5-10, 217, Sr 
8, DonTrell Moore, New Mexico, 5-10, 208, Sr 
9. Cory Ross, Nebraska, 6-6, 195, Sr 

10. Kenneth Darby, Alabama, 5-11, 205, Jc 
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11. Alley Broussard, LSU, 60, 293, J. 
12. PJ. Daniels, Georgia Tech, 5-10, 210, Si. 

18. Marshawn Lynch, Calfomia, §-11, 200, So. 
14. Taurean Henderson, eras Tech, 5-10, 206, S. 
16. Jamario Thomas, North Texas, 5-11, 195, So. 
16. Jeious Norwood, Mississippi State, 6-0, 202, Sc. 
17. Maurice Drew, UCLA, 5-8, 198, Je. 

18, Wali Lundy, Vginia, 5-10, 214, Se. 

19, Andie Hal, South Florida, 5-10, 205, St. 

20, Garrett Wolfe, Northem linois, 57,174, J. 


Fullbacks 

1..1D. Runnels, Oklahoma, 6-1, 248, St. 

2. Matt Bemstein, Wisconsin, 6-2, 266, Sr. 

3. Brian Leonard, Rutgers, 6-2, 280, Jc 

4. Quactrine Hil, Mami, 6-2, 228, Se. 

5. Lawrence Vickers, Colorado, 6-2, 295, Sr. 

6. Jason Davis, Wino, 6-11, 220, St. 

17.Tim Slaughter, Aubum, 6-2, 241, Sr. 

8. Victor Mann, Kansas State, 6-2, 255, Sr 

9. Cory Anderson, Tennessee, 6, 275, Jc 

10. Jason Sneling, Virginia, 5-11, 245, Jc 

11. Tim Castile, Aabama, 5-11, 231, Jc 

12. Damon McWhite, Wake Forest, 62, 253, Jr 
13. James Coleman, Forda State, 60, 245, St 
14, Rashon Powers Nea, Notre Dame, 62, 243, Si. 
18, Brandon Schnittker, Ohio State , 62, 250, S. 


Receivers 

1. Stove Breaston, Michigan, 6-1, 179, Jr, 
2.Ted Ginn, Ohio State, 6-0, 170, So. 
3.Greg Lee, Pittsburgh, 6-2, 200, Jr. 

4. Cahin Johnson, Georg Tech, 6-4, 225, So. 
5. Dwayne Jarett, USC, 6-5, 195, So. 

6. Jaret Hicks, Teras Tech, 6-4, 209, Jr. 

7 Courtney Talo, Auburn, 6-2, 208, Jr. 

8 Andre Caldwel, Fora, 6-1, 195, J. 

9. Lance Legget, Miami, 6-4, 184, So. 


10, Santonio Hoines, Ohio State, 5-11, 185, J. 
11. Todd Bite, lowa State, 6-5, 210, So. 

12. Todd Watkin, BYU, 6-3, 185, Sr 

13. Travis Wison, Okishoma, 6-3, 216, Sr. 
14.GeegJenings, Westem Michigan, 5-11, 181, Sr. 
18, Chad Jackson, Florida, 6-1, 202, Jr. 

16. Mike Hass, Oregon State, 6-1, 209, Sr. 

17. Sean Cotiey, Missouri, 6-5, 220, Sr. 

18, Jason Hi, Washington State, 6-2, 205, Jr. 
19, Derek Hagen, Arizona State, 6-2, 201, Sr. 
20, Eric Desauios, Easier Michigan, 6-4, 207, Jr. 


Tight ends 

1. Marcedes Lewis, UCLA, 66, 285, Sc. 

2. Leonard Pope, Georgia, 67, 250, J. 

3. Greg Olsen, Miami, 6-6, 245, So 

4. Anthony Fasano, Notre Dame, 6-4, 256, J. 
5. David Thomas, Texas, 6:3, 245, Si. 

6, Dominique Byrd, USC, 6-3, 260, St. 

7. Gantt Mis, Tlsa, 6-2, 292, i 

8. Zech Miler, Arzona State, 6-4, 250, So. 
8. Charles Davis, Pure, 6-6, 260, Sr 

10, Matt Herian, Nebraska, 65, 240, Sr. 
11. Tim Massaquoi, Michigan, 6-4, 248, Sr. 
12. Cark Haris, Rutgers, 66, 250, J. 


13. Tory Schefle, Wester Michigan, 6-6,250, Sc. : 


14, David Jones, LSU, 64, 260, Sr. 
15, Joe Klopfensein, Colorado, 6-6, 245, St. 
16. Matt Spaeth, Minesota, 66, 270 

17. Jeli King, Virginia Tech, 65, 246, St. 

18. Derek Schounan, Boise Sate, 6-2, 211, Jc 
19. Joe Newton, Oregon State, 6-7, 254, Jr. 

20. John Wadkowski, Wyoming, 64, 259, Sr 


Tackles 

1. Marcus McNeil, Aubum, 6-8, $97, Si 
2 Jonathan Scott, Tera, 67, 310, Se. 
3. Andrew Whitworth, LSU, 67, 325, Si. 


4, D’Brickashaw Ferguson, Virginia, 65,295, Sr 
‘5. David Joseph, Oklahoma, 6-4, 312, Sr. 

6, Eric Winston, Miami 67,312, St. 

7. Jabasi Levey, South Carina, 6-6, 12, Sr 

£8, Jake Long, Michigan, 6-7, 338, So. 

9. Jeromey Clary, Kansas State, 6-7, 300, Sr. 

10. Jeremy Tueblood, Boston College, 68, 330, Si 


= 11, Justin Blalock, Texas, 6-4, 329, Jr. 


12. Ryan Haris, Notre Dame, 65, 29, Jr 

13, Daryn Colledge, Boise State, 6-5, 298, St. 
14, Travis Lefiew, Louisvile, 64, 301, St 

15, Sam Baker, USC, 6-5, 280, So 

16, Te’ Salings, Mssissinp, 6-4, 317 , Sr. 
17. Jimmy Mati, Viginia Tech, 6-5, 305, Sr. 
18, Aaron Brandt, lowa State, 6-7, 315, J 

18, Zach Stef, Northwestern, 67, $85, Sr 
20, Ryan O'Calaghan, Calfomia, 67, 340, i 


> Guards 


1. Max Jean-Gills, Georgia, 6-4, 340, St 


2 2. Matt Lentz, Michigan, 6-6, 305, Sr. 


3. Dan Mozes, West Viginia, 64, 280, J, 
4, Mask Setterstrom, Minnesota, 63, 295, St. 
5. Cody Dougas, Tennessee, 64, 330, Sr 

6. Nate Livings, LSU, 6-5, 295, Sr. 

‘7. Tony Palmer, Missouri, 62, 325, Sr. 

8. Will Alien, Texas, 6-6, 315, Sr. 


£9. Will Montgomery, Virginia Tech, 63, 301, Sr. 


10. Kjle Ralph, North Carolina, 6-4, 297, Sr. 

411, Samson Satele, Hawai, 62, 278 J 

12, Brian Daniels, Colorado, 6-5, 300, Jr. 

13. Derrick Morse, Miami, 6-5, 295, So. 

14, Fred Matua, USC, 6-2, 305, Jr. 

15. Manuel Ramirez, Texas Tech, 6-4, 333, Jr, 
16. Tyler Reed, Penn State, 6-4, 302, Sr. 
17.John Giass, Rutgers, 65, 200, S. 

18, Corey Hillard, Okishoma State, 6-5, 200, J 
19. Willie Henderson, Memphis 328, Jr. 
20. Roy Schuering, Oregon State, 64, 317, So. 


= Centers 


1, Manin Philip, California, 6-2, 280, St. 


E = 2. Greg Eslinger, Minnesota, 63, 285, Sr 
£8. Graying Love, Agora Sal, 63,297, St. 


4, Mike Degony, Florida, 6-6, 306, Sr. 
5. Donovan Raila, Wisconsin, 6:3, 294, Sr. 
6. Kye Young, Fresno Stale, 65, 20, kr 

7 Patrick Ross, Boston College, 6-4, 295, Sr 
8. Mike McCloskey, UCLA, 6-5, 274, Sr. 


9, Nick Mangold, Ohio State, 64, 290, Sr 


10, Ryan Cook, New Mexico, 67, 316, Sr. 


£11. Jason Spitz, Louisville, 6-4, 308, Sr. 


12, Chris Mori, Michigan State, 6-4, 298, Si 
18, Leroy Harris, NC. State, 63, 295, 

14, Kyle Roper, Arkansas, 63, 291, Sr. 

18. Adam Spicker, Missouri, 63, 910, So. 

16. Doug Legurshy, Marshall, 63, 308, So. 

17. Kurt Mann, Nebraska, 6-4, 290, J. 

18, Brian Ven Acker, Northem linc, 6-4, 287, Sr. 
19, Jesse Boone, Utah, 6-5, 308, Sr 


3 20. Todd Londot, Miami (Ohia), 67, 308, Sr. 


Ends 

1. Mathias Kiwanuka, Boston College, 6-7, 261, Sr 
2, Mato Wiliams, N.C, State, 67, 285, J: 

8, Stanley McClover, Auburn, 63, 247, So, 

4, Pays Haralson, Tennessee, 6-2, 248, St. 

5. James Wyche, Syracuse, 66, 267, Sr 

6, Dany Tapp, Vina Tech, 6-1, 268, Sr 

7. Larry Birdine, Oklahoma, 6:5, 261, Jr. 

8. Manny Lawson, N.C, Sate, 65,245, Sr 

9, Ray Edwards, Purdue, 6-6, 270, Jr. 

10, Manaia Brown, BYU, 6-4, 310, Sr, 

11, Loren Howard, Northwestern, 6:4, 280, Sr 

12. Ehis Dumervi, Louisville, 6-0, 256, Sr. 

18. Quentin Groves, Auburn, 6:3, 245, So, 

14, Mike Kuda, Ohio State, 6-3, 265, St. 

18, Bran Smith, Missouri, 63, 226, Jr. 

16. John Syptak, Rice, 62, 240, Sr 

17. Tim Crowder, Teas, 64, 256, 
18, Lawrence Jackson, USC, 65,270, So. 
19. Tamba Hal, Penn Stat, 6-3, 268, Sr 

20. Kyle Caldwell, Arizona State, 6-3, 253, Jr. 


Tackles 

1. Jesse Mahelona, Tennessee, 6:2, 297, Sr. 

2 Kyle Wiliams, LSU, 62,296, Sr 

'3.Holot Ngo, Oregon, 6-5, 998, 

4, Garett Melntye, Fresno State, 6:3, 250, Sr. 
5. Orien Haris, Mami, 6-4, 302, Sr 

6, Manase Hopoi, Washington, 6:4, 285, Sr. 

1 Rodtique Wright, Texas, 6-5, 35 , Sr 

8. Claude Wroten, LSU, 6:3, 293, Sr. 

9. Brodick Bunkey, Florida State, 6-3, 291, Sr 
10. Steve Fata, Utah 60, 822, Sr. 

11, Baraka Atkins, Mami, 6-4, 264 J. 

12, Gabe Watson, Michigan, 6-4, 331, St. 

13, Tommy Jackson, Aubumn, 6-1, 305, Sr 

14, John MeCargo, NC. State, 6-2, 295, J 

18, Lary Dibbles, Toras, 6-2, 285, Sr. 

16, Babatunde Oshinowo, Stanford 62, 920, Sr 
17. Johny Joly, Texas A&M, 6:4, 309, i. 

18, Le Kevin Sith, Nebraska, 6-2, 205, Sr. 
19, Dusty Dvoracek, Oklahoma, 6-3, 294, Si. 
20, Quinn Pitcock, Ohio State, 6:8, 295, 


Outside linebackers 

1, Ad, Hawk, Oho State, 61, 238, Se. 

2, Chad Greenway, owa, 6-4, 244, Sr. 

3. Emie Sims, Florida Stato, 6-0, 220, 

4. LaMarr Woodley, Michigan, 6-2, 268, Jr 

5, Omar Gaither, Tennessee, 6-2, 280, Sr. 
6.AJ, Nicholson, Florida Stale, 6:2, 235, St. 

7, Spencer Havner, UCLA, 6-4, 296, Sr. 

8. Tema Nande, Miami (Ohio), 6-1, 228, Sr. 

8, Cameron Vaughn, LSU, 6-4, 287 Se 

10, Brandon Johnson, Louisville, 6-5, 218, Sr. 
11, Jon Alston, Stanford, 6-1, 220, Sr. 

12, Brian lwuh, Colorado, 6-0, 225, Sr. 

13, Moses Osemwegi, Vanderbilt, 6-0, 28, Sr 
14, Nick Reid, Kansas, 6-4, 280, Si. 

18, Brandon Archer, Kansas Stat, 6-2, 228, J. 
16. Brandon Hoyte, Notre Dame, 5-11, 231, Sr. 
‘17, Paul Poslusany, Penn State, 6-2, 280, Jr 


DT Jesse 
* Mahelo: 


— 228 


18, Dallas Sartz, USC, 65, 220, Sr. 
19, Dontez Sanders, Wisconsin, 6:1, 208, Sr. 
20. Justin Parrish, Kent State, 6-2, 240, St 


Inside linebackers 

1, Brandon Siler, Florida, 6-2, 290, So. 

2. Ahmad Brooks, Virginia, 6-4, 249, J. 

3,Will Dering, Washinglon Stato, 6-0, 228, Sr 
4, Abdul Hodge, lowa, 6-2, 234, Sr 

6. D'Qwal Jackson, Mayand, 6:0, 223, Sr 

6 Travis Willams, Auburn, 6-1, 207, St. 

7. Raron Hari, Texas, 6-0, 285, Sr. 

8,H.. Blades, Pitsburgh, 60, 245, J. 

9, Anthony Jordan, Toledo 63, 230, Sr 

10, Trent Bray, Oregon Stat, 6:1, 229, St 

11, Thaddaeus Washington, Colorado, 5-11, 250, Jr 
12. Korey Hall Boise State, 6-1, 228, J 

18, Spencer Toone, Utah, 6-2, 285, Sr, 

14, Tim McGarigle, Northwestern, 6-1, 295, St 
16. Chris Moore, East Carlina, 6-1, 228, Sr. 
16. Ray Henderson, Boston College, 6-3, 227, Sr. 
17. Goris Wikinson, Georgia Tech, 6-4, 290, St 
18, George Hal, Purdue, 62, 250, Jr 

19, Anthony Cannon, Tulane, 6-0, 289, Sr 

20. Tony Taylor, Georgia, 6-1, 288, Jr 


Cornerbacks 

4. Jimmy Wiliams, Virginia Tech, 6-8, 206, Sr, 
2. Antonio Cromartie, Florida State, 6-3, 202, Jr. 
3, John Eubanks, Southern Miss 611, 177, Sr. 
4, Charles Gordon, Kansas, 8-11, 177, J. 

5, Alan Zemaitis, Penn State, 6-2, 189, Sr. 

6. Jason Alen, Tennessee, 62, 202, Sr 
7.Gedric Grin, Texas, 6-2, 198, Sr. 


8, Richard Marshall, Fresno State, 6-11, 190, Jr. 


9, John Talley, Duke, 5-11, 180, J. 

410. Ashton Youboly, Ohio State, 6-1, 188, J. 
41. Demetrice Webb, Florida, 5-11, 190, Jr 
12, Kelly Jennings, Miami, 6-0, 178, Sr. 


18, Gabriel Fulbright, New Mexico, 5-10, 170, St. = 


14, Fred Bennett, South Carolina, 6-1, 199, Jr 
16, Bernard “Josh* Lay, Pittsburgh, 6:2, 195, Sx. 
17, Antonio Hulfman, Texas Tech, 6-0, 180, J. 
18, Darrell Hunter, Miami (Ohio), 6-1, 213, St. 
19, Leon Hall, Michigan, 6-11, 191, J. 

20, Derrick Martin, Wyoming, 5:11, 189, Jr 


Strong safeties 

1, aml Bing, USC, 6-2, 220, J 

2, Grog Throat, Mani 62, 196, Sr, 

3 le Jackson, Florida, 6-0, 191, So 

4, Michael Huff, Tors, 6-1, 205, Sr 

5, Bemard Polard, Prdue, 62, 226, 

6, Cutis Kayes, Marshall, 6-0, 191, J. 

1. Jarrad Page, UCLA, 6-2, 220, Si 

8, Donnie McCloskey, Califo, §-10, 196, Si. 
9. Vincent Meeks, Texas Tech, 6-0, 206, Sr. 

10. Eric Weddle, Utah, 6-0, 200, J 

41. Cahin Lowry, Penn Stat, 6-0, 194, St 

12, Daniel Bullocks, Nebraska, 6:2, 210, Sr 
18, Muhammad Abdullah, Kentucky, 6-0, 205, St. 
14. Keon Jackson, Toledo, 6:11, 208, St. 

15. Charlie Peprah, Alabama, 5-11, 193, Sr. 


Free safeties 

1. Ko Simpson, South Carolina, 61, 199, So. 
2, Nate Sally, Ohio Stat, 6:3, 218, St. 

8, Janson Appel, Teras ABM, 6-0, 198, S. 

4, Greg Blue, Georgia, 6-2, 214, Sr. 

5,LaRon Landry, LSU, 62, 187 Jr 

6, Pat Watkins, Florida State, 6-4, 195, Sr. 

7. Jamaal Fudge, Clemson, 6:10, 192, St 

8, Dawan Landry, Georgia Tech, 6-2, 215, St 
9, Maurice Lane, Baylor, 6-11, 190, St, 

10, Anthony Reddick, Miami, 6-0, 197, So. 

11. Jason Simpson, Missouri, 6-0, 205, Sr. 

412, Anthony Smith, Syracuse, 6-1, 187, St 

13, Ben Stratton, Colorado State, 6-2, 207, St. 
14, Jahmile Addae, West Virginia, 6-0, 205, Si 
15, Darel Brooks, Arizona, 61, 210, Sr 


Kickers 

1, Mason Crosby, Colorado, 6-2, 210, Jc 

2. Andrew Wellock, Eastern Michigan, 51, 168, J. 
8, Josh Cummings, Pittsburgh, 611, 180, Sr. 
4, Todd Pegram, Tetas A&M, 6-0, 197, Sr. 

6, Garrett Rivas, Michigan, 5-9, 216, J. 

6. Stephen Gostkowski, Memphis, 6-2, 200, Sr, 
7. John Vaughn, Auburn, 6-1, 201, Jr 

8, Darran McCaleb, Southern Miss, 6-11, 167, 
9. Derc Yaussi, Wyoming 6-11, 199, 

10, Josh Brown, South Carolina, 6-3, 203, Sr, 
11, Travis Bel, Georgia Tech, 6-0, 210, So. 
12, Justin Medlock, UCLA, 6-0, 185, J. 

18. Brandon Pace, Virginia Tech, 5-10, 198, J. 
14, Kjle Schlcher, lowa, 5:8, 179 Jr 

18, Ales Serna, Oregon State, 68, 187, So, 
16, Matt Nuzio, Connecticut, 611, 20, Je, 

17, Jesse Ainsworth, Arizona Stat, 63, 219, J 
18, Connor Hughes, Vigna, 5:10, 172, St 

19, Michael Sgroi, Stanford, 8-11, 200, Sr. 

20, Nick Bazaldua, North Tevas, 5:10, 171, de 
Punters 

1. Danie Sepulveda, Baylor, 63, 222, 

2. Brandon Fields, Michigan State, 6-6, 296, Jr 
3, Adam Graessl, Pitsburgh, 6:4, 220, Jc 

4, Tom Malone, USC, 6-0, 190, 

5, John Torp, Colorado, 6:2, 205, Sr 

6, Steve Weatherford inois, 6-4, 208, Sr 

7 Ryan Plackemor, Wake Forest, 6-4, 296, Sr 
8, Kjle Basler, Washington State, 6-3, 298, Sr. 
9, Jo! Stel, Louisiana-Monroe, 5:11, 187, Sr. 
10, Adam Podlesh, Maryland, 6-11, 199, J 

41, Eric Wilbur, Florida, 6:2, 192, J 

12. Tyler Gaus, New Mexico, 62, 205, Si, 

18, Kody Bliss, Auburn, 8:11, 177 Jc 

14, Matthew Mitr, Oho, 6-1, 191, Sr 

46.lan O'Connor, Marshall, 6-2, 208, J, 

16, Kyle Stringer, Boise State, 68, 190, J. 

17. Chris MacDonald, Arizona State, 6:4, 214, So 
18, Thomas Olmsted, Toy 64, 206, Sr. 

19, Brendan Carney, Syracuse, 66, 202, J. 
20, Sam Paulescu, Oregon State, 6-0, 192, St. 


Return men 

1. Devin Hester, Miami, 6:11, 186, Jr. 

2. Will Blackmon, Boston College, 6-0, 202, Sr. 
9, Ashlan Davis, Tulsa, 5-8, 179, Sr. 

4, Kevin Robinson, Utah Stale, 60, 189, So. 
5. Ted Ginn, Otio State, 6-0, 170, So. 

6. Steve Breaston, Michigan, 6-1, 178, J. 

7. Reggie Bush, USC, 6-0, 200, Jr. 


£8. Sylher Green, LSU, 5-10, 195, St. 


9. Michael Bumpus, Washingon Stale, 5-11, 185, So. 
10, Wilie Andrews, Baylor, 6-10, 190, x 

4. Tyrone Proto, Alabama, :8, 176, J. 

12, Danny Amendola, Teras Tech, 5:11, 174, So, 
18, Lany Taylor, Connecticut, 5-6, 161, So. 

14, Ryne Robinson, Miami (Ohio), 610, 169, Je 
15, Travis Wiliams, East Carolin, 5:11, 178, So. 
16, Domenik Hiton, Akron, 6:2, 192, Sr. 

17. Lance Benent, Indiana, 5:5, 163, J. 

18, John Eubanks, Souther Miss, 611, 177, Sr. 
18, J, Rushing, Stanford, 5-11, 180, Si. 

20. Pierre Thomas, nos, 6-11, 190, 
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SCOUTING the 


manana 


Big Ten 


_ Conference rank (i 


By Tom DiENHaRT, SPorTING News. 


It’s a tough road for Zook and Hoeppner, but they dare to dream 


ew Illinois coach Ron Zook and 
N new Indiana boss Terry 

Hoeppner dare to dream of the 
day their schools become postseason 
regulars and, best of all, consistent Big 
Ten contenders. 

Don't laugh, especially in Zook’s 
case. He arrived in Champaign like a 
giddy teenager making prom plans. 
And anyone who has seen him work a 
sideline knows his balloon won't be 
easily popped. 

Sure, he's coming off a largely unsat- 
istying three-year rein at Florida as 
Steve Spurrier's successor. But Zook 
knows the possibilities at Ilinois. He 
knows the Illini won the Big Ten as 
recently as 2001. He knows the history, 
and the tradition. Big things can happen 
for this program, even though Ilinois 
has produced just four winning records 
over the last 14 seasons, But first, Zook, 
an Ohio native who relishes being back 
in the Midwest, must duplicated the 
recruiting magic he performed during 
his brief stint in Gainesville. He's off to 
a solid start. 

Hoeppner, the former Miami (Ohio) 
coach whose claim to fame was the 
grooming of Ben Roethlisberger for the 
NFL, inherits an Indiana situation that is 
more dire. The program last went to a 
bowl in 1993—the longest drought in the 
Big Ten—and has finished higher than 
fifth in the conference just once since. 
The Hoosiers’ first and last Rose Bowl 
appearance came after the 1967 season. 

Worse yet, attendance has plummet- 
ed, which more than anything led to the 
ouster of Gerry DiNardo after just three 
seasons, Last year, the Hoosiers drew 


fewer than 25,000 fans 
to three games at 
Memorial Stadium. 
That's not going to cut 
it for an athletics 
department that’s wal- 
lowing in red ink and 
has had unstable lead- 
ership. But Hoeppner 
does not care about the 
past. That was evident 
at his introductory 
press conference, 
which he conducted 
with a rose sitting in a 
bowl in front of him. 

Hey, ya gotta have 
dreams. 

ASCENDING 

Penn State If Rip 
Van Winkle awoke in 
State College from a 
10-year snooze, he 
would recognize the 
Nittany Lions’ white 
togs and black shoes 
but not the results pro- 
duced by the guys 
wearing them. How 
sleepy have the last five seasons been in 
Happy Valley? 

The Lions have gone 26-33 overall, 
16-24 in the Big Ten. They have become 
second-class Big Ten citizens, going to 
one bowl over that span. Programs like 
Illinois, Minnesota and Michigan State 
have become the program's measuring 
sticks instead of Michigan and Ohio 
State. Wasn't Penn State supposed to 
run roughshod over the Big Ten when it 
joined in 1992? It's one Rose Bowl (1994) 


and counting. 
TSN's Unit rankings But now, 
projected buoyed by a 

nich) Pee aCe EEN stronger defense 
1. Ohio State Gr ee 3 and the promise 
2, Michigan irae 2 ofarising quar- 
3.lowa ee 1 terback (Anthony 
4. Purdue 2 a7. 4 Morelli) and star 
5. Penn State ah] to. 5 10 9 recruit (receiver 
6. Minnesota a et er 8 Derrick Williams), 
7. Wisconsin (a wee 5 the offense might 
8. Michigan State Tot el 8 beready to carry 
9. Northwestem Seniesa ¥_ ietioad tage 
10. Nino's. 7 9 10 g ob Penn State back 
11. Indiana 10 ye | i 10 
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where it belongs. 


DESCENDING 

Minnesota The 2004 Gophers 
appeared poised to qualify for their first 
New Year's Day bowl since the 1961 
season. But Minnesota instead wallowed 
through another “Who Cares Bow!" in 
late December after losing five of its last 
six regular-season games. Sure, going to 
places like El Paso, Texas, and Nashville 
beats what went on during the Jim 
Wacker, John Gutekunst and Joe Salem 
eras, but Gophers fans yearn for their 
program to get that stamp of authentici- 
ty that comes with a January 1 bowl— 
not to mention a little warmth. 


MOST OVERRATED PLAYER 

Justin Zwick, QB, Ohio State He 
arrived in Columbus as one of Ohio's 
most-hyped and decorated schoolboy 
athletes. He was supposed to be Craig 
Krenzel—with better talent. Hasn't hap- 
pened, folks, and it probably won't. 
Zwick played little his first two years 
and entered 2004 with eyes on securing 
the job and Buckeyes immortality. But 
Zwick was plagued by inconsistency 
(3-3 as a regular-season starter, 524 com- 
pletion percentage, six touchdowns/six 


Ei 
ig 
S 


interceptions) before getting hurt in the 
Iowa game and giving way to Troy 
Smith, who went 4-1 as a starter and 
looked a lot like the Buckeyes’ future. 


MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 

Mark Philmore, WR, Northwestern 
Despite missing the final three games 
last season because of a knee injury, 
Philmore caught 54 passes. At the time 
of his injury, he was the nation’s 14th- 
ranked receiver. And Philmore, who 
doubles as a punt returner, didn’t just 
shine against the scrubs. In a victory 
over Ohio State, he made 11 catches for 
a career-high 134 yards with a touch- 
down, The senior lacks size but gets in 
and out of cuts quickly, and he under- 
stands the game, 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Braylon Edwards, WR, Michigan He 
topped 1,000 receiving yards in each of 
the last three seasons, making him one 
of the Big Ten's greatest wideouts ever. 
Replacing Edwards, who led the confer- 
ence with 97 catches for 1,330 yards in 
2004, would make most coaches sweat. 
But Lloyd Carr simply will tum to Steve 
Breaston, who also has flashed big-play 
potential in each of the last two seasons. 
And the junior doubles as an electrify- 
ing return man. 

Erasmus James, DE, Wisconsin The 
2004 conference defensive player of the 
year was one of the nation’s most dis- 
ruptive pass-rushing forces last season, 
when he recorded eight sacks and 11" 
tackles for losses. Coaches will turn to 
junior Joe Monty, who is one of four 
new starters up front. Monty, whose 
brother Pete is a former Badgers star, is 
a quick player who needs to show he 
can hold up at the point of attack. 

Kyle Orton, QB, Purdue He leaves 
West Lafayette as the only quarterback 
in school history to start four bowl 
games. But don’t underestimate Brandon 
Kirsch, a junior who has six career starts. 
In fact, there was a point in 2002 when 
Kirsch was the starter, only to give way 
to Orton after getting hurt in a fraternity 
house fracas, Coaches have installed ele- 
ments of an option running game to take 
advantage of Kirsch’s athleticism. He's a 
fiery gunslinger whose high-risk, high- 
reward style is the jolt this offense needs. 
NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Brian Calhoun, RB, Wisconsin The 
Oak Creek, Wis., native returns home 
after two years at Colorado, where he ran 
for 1,108 yards before opting to transfer. 
He sat out last season and is ready to 
help fill the void left by the departure of 
Anthony Davis, The diminutive Calhoun 
is a shifty runner with a burst, and he 
doubles as a pass-catching threat. 

Derrick Williams, WR, Penn State He 
was considered by many to be the 


nation’s top recruit, The Maryland prod- 
uct is an electrifying athlete who could 
play many positions, but the Nittany 
Lions need his skills to energize their 
moribund offense. 

Kyle Williams, LB, Purdue Nicknamed 
“Bonecrusher," Williams was one of the 
nation's top defensive recruits in 2004 
when he signed with Iowa, But after just 
a few days in camp, he left because of an 
admissions snafu. After getting his aca 
demics in order last fall, Williams passed 
over Iowa for Purdue, though transfer 
issues still have him in eligibility limbo. 
Still, Purdue expects Williams to be 
cleared. And if so, he'll bring a hard-hit- 
ting style and an ability to play in space, 
BEST BETS 

Steve Breaston will stretch to eight 
Michigan's streak of producing 1,000- 
yard receivers in consecutive seasons. 


BIG TEN 


... Atleast once, Purdue will take a late 
lead, only to see its defense buckle and 
yield a game-winning score. ... Illinois 
will start at least two quarterbacks. 
Penn State will get off to a 5-0 start 
against a soft schedule and fans will 


wonder why the team's getting no 


Indiana will win a game it 
shouldn't, ... Michigan will lose a game 
it shouldn't. ... Ohio State's Ted Ginn will 
run back at least one punt for a touch- 
down, ... Minnesota's Laurence Maroney 
will become the first Golden Gopher to 
lead the Big Ten in rushing since Darrell 
Thompson in 1986. .,. Iowa quarterback 
Drew Tate will cause at least one broad- 
caster to choke on his words after pulling 
a Houdini act vs. on-coming rushers. ... 
After a close loss at home, at least one 
Minnesota player will blame the lack of 
atmosphere in the Metrodome, TSN 


respect. 


OFFENSE 
Pos, Name, schoo! - Ht Wt_cl. 
WR Stove Breaston, Michigan 61179 
WR. Ted Ginn, Ohio State 60 170 So, 
TE Charles Davis, Purdue 66 260 Sr 
T Zach Stel, Northwestern 67 395 Sr. 
T Jake Long, Michigan 67 338 So, 
G Mark Setterstom, Minnesota 63 205 Sr 
G Matt Lent, Michigan 66 905 
C Grog Eslinger, Minnesota 63 285 Sr. 
QB Drew Tate, lowa 60 185 Jr. 
RB Mike Hart, Michigan 59 102 So, 
RB Laurence Maroney, Minnesota S11. 205. J 
DEFENSE 
E Loren Howard, Northwestern 64 280 Sr 
E Ray Edwards, Purdue 66 70h 
T Gabe Watson, Michigan 64 331 Sr 
T Quinn Ptcock, Ohio State 63 205 tr 
LB LaMar Woodley, Michigan 62 268 
LB Chad Greenway, lowa 64 244 Sr 
LB AJ, Hawk, Ohio State 61 238 Sr 
CB Alan Zemaiis Penn State 62 180 
CB Ashton Youboty, Ohio State 61188 dr 
S$ Berard Polard, Purdue 62 226 Ik 
S Nate Salley, Ohio State 63 215 
SPECIALISTS 
K Garrett Rivas, Michigan 69 216 Jr 
P Brandon Fields, Michigan State 6-6 295 J. 
KR Ted Ginn, Ohio State 60 170 So, 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Laurence Maroney, RB, Minnesota 
Defense: AJ, Hawk, LB, Ohio State 


Best pregame atmosphere: Penn State 

Best home-field advantage: Ohio State 

Worst home-field advantage: Indiana 

Strongest arm: Chad Henne, Michigan 

Most dangerous scrambler: Drew Tat, lowa 
Fastest running back: Laurence Maroney, Minnesota 
Best blocking back: Matt Bemsten, Wisconsin 

Most physical receiver: Emie Wheelwright, Minnesota 
‘Surest hands: Ed Hinkel, lowa 


College Football Insider Matt Hayes’ speed reads are quick hits with impact at sportingnews.com 


Ht Wt Cl 
WR Jason Avant, Michigan 61 210 
WR Santonio Holmes, Ohio State 5:11 185 Jr, 
TE TimMassaquoi, Michigan 64 248 
T Joe Thomas, Wisconsin 68 903 I 
T Mike Jones, lowa 65 209 
G ler Rood, Penn State 64 302 & 
G Miko Elgin, lowa 6437 kk 
© Donovan Raiola, Wisconsin 63 204 Se 
QB Chad Henne, Michigan 62 225 
RB Tony Hunt, Penn Stato 62 221 So 
RB Piero Thomas, tlinois 511 190 Ir 
DEFENSE 
E Mike Kudla 63 265 Sr 
E Tama Hal, Penn State 63 258 Sr 
T Pat Massey, Michigan 68 284 St. 
T Brandon Vilarreal, Purdue 62 289 
LB Abdul Hodge, owa 62 234 Si. 
LB Paul Posluszny, Penn State 62 280 dr 
LB Tim McGarigle, Northwestern 61 235 St 
CB Antwan Allen, lowa 510 180 Sr. 
CB Leon Hall Michigan Sli 191 dk 
S John Pawielsk, Minnesota S11 200 Sr 
$ Calvin Lowry, Penn State 60 194 Sr 
SPECIALISTS 
K Kyle Schlicher, lowa 59 170 Jn 
P Steve Weatherford, linois 64 205 Sr. 
KR Steve Breaston, Michigan 61179 ht 
NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 


Offense: Brian Calhoun, RB, Wisconsin 
Defense: Kyle Wiliams, LB, Purdue 


HONOR ROLL 


Most disruptive end: Ray Edwards, Purdue 

Best run-stuffing tackle: Gabe Watson, Michigan 
Hardest-hitting linebacker: AJ. Hawk, Ohio State 
Fastest defensive back: Ashton Youboty, Ohio State 
Coach on the hot seat: Joe Paterno, Penn State 

Best coach: Kirk Ferentz, lowa 

Best offensive coordinator: Jerry Brown, Northwestern 
Best defensive coordinator: Brack Spack, Purdue 
Best staff: lowa 
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Games to watch RECRUITING By Bobby Burton, Rivals.com 
Bowling Green at Wisconsin, Sept. 3 Player, position _ Ht Hometown/Previous school College 
freon years: MAC leans has eed Purdie, Derrick Wiliams, WR 6-0/189 Greenbelt, Md/Eleanor Roosevelt Penn State 
Maryland, North Carolina, Penn State and Alabama. 2JustinkingDB ____—ONNBS__—Pittsburgh/Gateway Penn State 
‘The Badgers have been warned. 3. Alex Boone, OL 68/206 Lakewood, Ohio/St, Edward Ohio State 
Texas at Ohio State, Sept 10. . AKevinGrady RB 510/280 ‘Ada, Mich /East Grand Rapids “Michigan 
The Longhorns got thir fst crack at Michigan in ©: Dan Dosing, OL_ ee Bact BIEsano i __ 
the Rose Bovd lal sason and wory novthey Gt 6, Jamario O'Neal, DB 6-1/190 ~ Clevelandi/Glenvile Ohio State 
the Buokeyes forthe ft time, 7Marques Slocum, OL 4/31. Philadelphia/West Phiadelphia Catholic Michigan 
rio Manningham, WR 74 Waren, Ohio/Hardin Michigan 
loWa at fowa'State; Septt0 TT piano Bass aH 1194 ‘aloo Miao aa 
The state of lowa will be a field of dreams on this * : == a = 
day in what shapes up as the biggest meeting ever 10-Anthony Moeaki,TE_ 64/250 pihadian A Wasieaie' Soa pie 
hatween teas tale 11,Dace Richardson, OL 66/900 Wheaton, ll/Warrenillo South lowa 
: 12, Travis Beckum, LB Miwaukee/Oak Creek Wisconsin 
Notre Dame at Michigan, Sept. 10. 18, Selwyn Lymon, WR Fort Wayne, Ind/Harding Purdue — 
The Wolverines have revenge on their mind after TA DOR WHORE aitiecaat haat aera 
dropping a gut-wrenching 28-20 decision last year. ug Senate, — ithe Spgs, NISL Peanelt 2 
“18, Cory Zirbel, OL Murray, Ky./Murray Michigan 
lowa at Ohio State, Sept. 24 een 16. Jake Christensen, OB 6-0/200 Lokport, ll/Lockport lowa 
You bet the Buckeyes haven't forgotten last 17, Rashard Mendenhall, RB 60/190 Skokie, Il/Niles West Wins 
season's meeting, a 33-7 pasting in lowa City. 18, Torance Taylor, DL 61/285 Muskegon, Mich/ Muskegon Michigan 
Michigan at Michigan State, Oct. 1 19, Kalvin Bailey, FB. 511/245 Tampa/Armwood lowa 
The Spartans stil are stinging after blowing a 20, James Mekinnay, DE 6-21277 Louisvile, ky/Cental Michigan 


17point lead in the fourth quarter of last year’s 


game, eventually losing in triple overtime. 
waa Pro WERT ann THE Lass 


Kirk Ferentz has the Hawkeyes flying high, but he 


mnovar he won lei RoberAds Stadium, The nation’s top-ranked overall prospect, WR Derrick Williams, sur- 1. Michigan 
prised many by committing to Penn State last December. Williams joined 
Michigan at lowa, Oct, 22 DB Sustin King a the two headliners in PSU's class, which ranked 2. lowa 
Sure, the Hawkeyes beat the Wolverines the last No, 25 nationally, ... Michigan had the sixth-ranked class in the country, 3. Ohio State 
time they met in lowa City. But Michigan has lost highlighted by five-star RB Kevin Grady and top 20 prospects from seven 4, Penn State 
[ust three ather tee at lowe, states. .. Jowa raided the state of llinos, signing four ofthe top five 5. Purdue 
Purdue at Penn State, Oct. 29 | prospects there, .,. Despite off-the-field issues, Ohio State signed a solid : Wi F 
This could amount to a New Year's Day bow! class, led by Cleveland 0B Jamario O'Neal and OLs Alex Boone and 8; Wieoonein 
elimination bout, Jim Cordle, ... WR Selwyn Lymon will be a key cog in Purdue's offense 7% Michigan State 
Ohio State at Michigan Nov. 19 inthe coming seasons... Wisconsin kept LB Travis Beckum in state 8. Illinois 
Tis the day the Midwest comes to a stop Heck, 4 raided New England fr several potential sleepers, .. Javan Ringer g. Northwestern 
ihe balan nigh pause fore ew eae. leads a solid crop of athletes heading fo Michigan State, ... New linois mine 
‘WH Gould ave allo ile rane’ coach Ron Zook landed top RB Rashard Mendenhall and standout ites 
prep school WR Derrick McPhearson, ... LB Chris Jeske will remind In 
Dream schedule many Northwestern fans of former Wildcats stalwart Pat Fitzgerald, 


‘We guess Penn State can be cut some slack for a 


blush, considering it has just one winning record 


the past five seasons, Expect a fast start, with five RUSHING 

of the first six games in State College. By then, the Player, school, class = G__Att Yds. Avg, Long 1D _YPG _NCAA tk, 
training wheels should be off the offense. 41. Mike Hart, Michigan, So, = _12 282 1455 52 34 9 1213 10 
Nightmare schedule any, Minnesota, Jr, 12217 1,848 62 80 12:«1123 16 


i) 162893 59 69 8 612 69 
116977748 77770688 
10 96 824 47 43 5 687 91 


Minnesota's schedule usually has as much fiz as a 
ccan of pop that has been open for three days, Not 
this year. The Gophers have trap door nonconfer- 
tence games against Tulsa and Colorado State. And 


Northwestern and Ilinois aren't on the schedule. edie  aveten Yds. YdsJatt, TD Rating. NCAA tk 
{t's not crazy to envision an 0-5 Big Ten start. - can hes Te 
R to STi ay 142786 74 00 184.7 38 
Bowl bound 2. Chad Heme, Michigan So, 12 51926 42 
With seven bow! slots, including a BCS gig, there's _3. Drew Stanton, Michigan State, Sr. 10 B 1918 44 
plenty of postseason love to pass around. Ohio 4.Byan Cupito, Mi 12 141270 54 
State has a shot to play for its second national 5, Brett Besanez, Northwestem, Sr. iow 121102 85 


championship in four seasons, At the worst, 
Michigan looks like a cinch to play on New Year's RECEIVING 
Day but could develop into a BCS title game “Player school.ciass G Rec. Yds. Long 1D RPG _YPR_YPG NCAArk. 


Rotini, teen slots ih 4. Clinton Solomon, lowa, St. 1258 905 a? 75440 
festinations in Florida, but one wil land in 2. Sanbnio Holmes, Ohio Stata 5 12 85 769 197 


Texas. Penn State, Minnesota and Wisconsin can <6 


make postseason plans to modest destinations, 8. Kendrick Jones, lino, St 47687 = 6 
Michigan State and Northwestem have work to do. 4, Ed Hinkel, lowa, Se. a AE Sh 118 62072 
5. Emie Wheelwright, Minnesota, So. 12 30 «654 80 7 25 218 544 95 
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av picoise cinve all, 


“1 was losing my hair and [had no choice about it. 
1 took control, however, when it came to doing some- 
thing about it—1 got the permanent solution from MHR.” 


Wade Boggs, Baseball Legend 

From baseball and football stars to soccer dads, Medical 
Hair Restoration has helped thousands of men grow their 
hair back permanently, With more doctors who are boa 


certified than any other hair transplantation practi 
too can re-grow your own hair and get back in th 


Call now for a free DVD package 
plus °300 worth of additional grafts _ 
888.695.4247! 


MEDICAL HAIR 
RESTORATION™ 
@ The Natural Decision 
Dr. Matt L. Leavitt, Medical Director ll 45 Locations Nationwide li mhrusa.com 
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1. Ohio State 


3 7 


National rank 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Buckeyes crave balance, and if they tip 
in any direction, it’s toward the run. Jim 
Tressel is an old-fashioned, ground- 
game-and-defense guy. When Ohio 
State throws, it does so in a way that 
promotes success with limited risk. 
SKILL POSITIONS Quarterback Troy 
Smith's rise coincided with Ohio State's 
strong finish last 
season. It was 


Hawk, who makes 
plays all over, is 


Schedule obvious Smith's 
Date Opponent ability to run 
Sept. 3__ Miami (Ohio) and throw accu- 
Sept. 10 _m Texas rately, although 
Sept. 17 _ San Diego State not as often as 
Sept. 24 @ lowa backup Justin 
Oct. 8 ‘at Penn State Zwick, gave the 


Oct. 15 Michigan State offense a differ- 
Oct. 22 at Indiana ent dimension, 
Oct. 29 at Minnesota Revelations that 
Nov. 5 Minois Smith engaged 
Nov. 12 Northwestern in booster 

Nov. 19 at Michigan shenanigans 


Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 


landed him in 
Buckeyes jail for 
one game, and 
he won't start 


poste Baoonnen Was the 2005 opener. 
areal: 24-21 But he clearl 
atNNO, State WUE \vinvethe - 
at Northwestern .... L, 33:27 (OT) 

starter when 
Wisconsin 1 2413 6 
ie 1.937 he’s cleared to 
aacvee “W307 _ Play. It isn’t an 
Penn State. “W210 overstatement 
at Michigan State W,8219 to say the run- 
at Purdue, seveesl/ 2447 ning backs 
Michigan. ... W,8721 could determine 
Oklahoma State* .W, 337 whether the 


“Alamo Bow! Buckeyes are in 
the national title 
mix or just jock- 
eying for a top- 
three Big Ten 
. It's up to Antonio Pittman and 
Erik Haw to push this offense to elite 
status, Pittman is a slashing back; Haw 
is a big, speedy runner with the tools to 
be a standout. True freshman Maurice 
Wells could be a wild-card. Fullback 
Brandon Schnittker is a strong blocker. 
There was no more exciting player in 
the nation last year than wideout Ted 
Ginn, who is a threat to score every 
time he touches the ball. Santonio 
Holmes is a deep threat who should 
face a lot of single coverage because of 
Ginn. He's equipped to exploit that 


Z 


A Big Ten coach say | contin isis op tre eam. Why? Because hey 
don't have a proven tailback. | don't know why they haven't had a real good tailback. | thought (Maurice) Clarett 

was pretty good. | don't think that much of Antonio Pittman. ... | don't think their offensive line is great. When 

you look at that team, you don’t think they're going to maul you, ... Ted Ginn is a great player. They have some 

explosion guys, and he's the best. ... They're not as good as they were in 2002. | don't think i's even close. 

The coaching change a few years ago hurt their recruiting, There's always a litle lapse in there when you have a 
change. There are probably some guys they didn't get five years ago who would be seasoned players today. 
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strategy. Roy Hall is a steady possession 
guy, and Anthony Gonzalez has great 
speed. Ryan Hamby is a reliable tight 
end who can block and catch. 


OFFENSIVE LINE Some blame last sea- 
son's running woes on this group. But 
four starters are back, and presumably 
that means improvement. Center Nick 
Mangold, a two-year starter, is a physi- 
cal leader with enough quickness to be 
a quality pass blocker, Left tackle Rob 
Sims, another two-year regular, is quick 
and strong and has the tools to be out- 
standing. Big, strong right tackle Kirk 
Barton is a powerful straight-ahead 
blocker in the ground game. Doug 
Datish and T.J, Downing are the pro- 
jected starters at guard. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Things 
won't change, even with the departure 
of coordinator Mark Snyder to coach 
Marshall. Tressel promoted Jim 
Heacock and Luke Fickell to co-coordi- 
nate the defense. The Buckeyes run a 
classic 4-3 that favors size over quick- 
ness and strives to overpower blockers. 
‘The Buckeyes are fast on the back line, 
but even the secondary has a physical 
mentality. Ohio State safeties have to be 
able to provide run support while still 
defending the pass. 


FRONT SEVEN Tackle Quinn Pitcock is 
a roughneck who's a perfect fit for the 
Ohio State interior, Sidekick Marcus 
Green may not be as productive, but he 
has the ability to occupy blockers with- 
out surrendering ground. Mike Kudla 
starts at one end and is quick and ath- 
letic, But he needs to prove himself as 
an outside threat if the Buckeyes are 
going to improve on last year's 24 sacks. 
Jay Richardson will fight it out with 
David Patterson at the other end. Ohio 
State's linebacking corps might be the 
best in the nation. A.J. Hawk creates 
havoc whenever and wherever he 
wants. Anthony Schlegel, who began 
his career at Air Force, finds himself in 
a battle for the middle spot with Mike 
D'Andrea, a ferocious hitter and intense 
leader. Bobby Carpenter, who combines 
size and speed on the strong side, might 
even play some end, opening things for 
Marcus Freeman, who has the skills to 
develop into a standout. 


SECONDARY This must be a more 
predatory unit that can create turnovers 
and keep opponents from piling up 
yards. Leading the way is Ashton 
Youboty, a fast and clever cornerback 
who is pegged for greatness. On the 
other side, Donte Whitner steps in for 
departed Dustin Fox after playing 
strong safety and nickel back in 2004. 
Whitner has the size and athletic skills 
to make an easy switch. Free safety 
Nate Salley is a rangy center fielder 


with the tools to gather All-Big Ten 
honors. Strong safety Tyler Everett is a 
hitter with the speed to find the ball. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The departure of 
kicker Mike Nugent creates a major 
void that Josh Huston hopes to fill. If he 
can't, redshirt freshman Ryan Pretorius 
will get a shot. There's a new punter in 
town, too. Redshirt freshman A.J. 
Trapasso probably will handle that 
chore, although Huston could pull dou- 
ble duty if needed. There's no concern 
about the return unit. Ginn ran back 
four punts for scores last season, and 
Holmes is another threat. 


COACHING STAFF The staff reflects 
‘Tressel's personality. It's a group that 
skews older and prefers teaching to 
intimidation. It's not that the coaches 
can't get in players’ faces and create a 
sense of urgency. It’s just that Tressel 
wants to foster a climate in which win- 
ning is expected and the hard work 
necessary to achieve it is a given. 


BOTTOM LINE There's optimism in 
Columbus, and for good reason. The 
Buckeyes are stacked at virtually every 
position, and they have plenty of candi- 
dates in a running backs unit that 
remains their biggest question. The 
schedule is tough, but OSU won't be 
overmatched by anybody and its defense 
should be good enough to keep even the 
most dangerous offense in check. If Ohio 
State gets past Texas in the second game, 
it could be primed for another visit to the 
BCS title game. —Michael Bradley 


Pos. No. Name HL Wt Cl 
WR 4 Santonio Holmes* = 5-11. 185 Jr. 
B Roy Hall 63 228 
TT Rob Sims* 64 310 Sr 
TH Steve Rehring 68 315 So, 
WG 72 Td. Downing 65 305 Jr. 
58 John Conroy 63 25 Sr, 
© 55 Nick Mangold” 64 290 Sr, 
73 Steve Winner 66 290 Jr. 
RG 50 Doug Datish” 65 285 Ur. 
69 Andree Tyree 53 290 Sr 
AT 74 Kirk Barton* 66 305 So. 
79 Jon Skinner 65 295 Fr 
TE 80 Ryan Hamby* 65 250 Se. 
88 Rory Nicol 65 25 So 
WR 7 ~~ Ted Ginn* 60 170 So. 
1 Anthony Gonzalez «6-0 200 So. 
QB 12 dustin Zwick 64 225 Jr 
10 Toy Smith 61 25 
RB 25 Antonia Pittman 51 190 So. 
2 Erk Haw 61 20 Fr. 
FB 43 Brandon Schnitthers 6-2 250 Sr. 
89 Stan White 63° 22 dr. 
K 23 Josh Huston 61 195 Sr. 
KR 4 Santonio Holmes «= 5-185 Jr. 
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Buckeyes data 

Stadium: Ohio (grass, 101,568) 

Site: Columbus 

Coach: Jim Tressel (40-11, 4 years; 175-68-2 
overall, 19 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Jim Bollman (5th year) 

Defensive coordinators: Jim Heacock (1st year, 
10th at school); Luke Fickell (1st year, 4th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2002 (tie) 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 1999 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 6 

2004 record: 8-4 (beat Oklahoma State in Alamo 
Bowl); Big Ten: 4-4/TSth 

Website: ohiostatebuckeyes.com 


Returning leaders 
a a 
Antonio Pittman TE eS OS) eel 
Troy Smith 2 39412 
Ted Ginn a et 
ES SE Se 
Justin Zwick 187 
a 
Santonio Holmes 55769 (14.0 
Ted Ginn 2% 399144 2 
Roy Hall 7 230 1351 
Kickin XPM XPA FGM FGA Pt 
None 
Packles a S210 sists Total TUN 
‘A, Hawk 2 91M 8/14 
Bobby Carpenter 45. 7,93. 8,5/28 
‘Anthony Schlegel = 45.-—=— 3884S NGA 
Donte Whitner 2 8B 
Sacks: Mike Kudla (6.5) 
Interceptions: Kudla, Youboty (4) 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
€ 99 Jay Richardson 66 20 dr, 
87 David Patterson 63 285 Jn 
T Morcus Green* 63 200 Sr. 
95 Sian Cotton 64 295 So. 
T 90 Quinn Pitoock* 63 205 Ur, 
98 Joel Penton 65 2 dr 
E 57 Mike Kudla* 63 265 Sr. 
50 Vernon Ghoiston 64 250 So. 
WLB 47) AJ, Hawk" 61 238 Sr. 
44 Curtis Tery 62 20 So. 
MLB 51 Anthony Schlegel* «6-2 -245.— Sr. 
5 Mike D'Andrea 63 8 Sr. 
SLB 42 Bobby Carpenter* 6-3. 255 Sr. 
1 Marcus Freeman 62 230 So, 
CB 28 Ashton Youboty* 61 188 
30 Sirjo Welch 60 185 So, 
SS 6 ‘Wier Everett” S41 186 Sr. 
35 Nick Patterson 62 20 Fr 
FS 21 Nate Salley” 63 25 Sr. 
32 Brandon Mitchell 63 205 ur 
CB 3 Donte Whitner SH 200 Jr, 
Shaun Lane S40 180 Fr. 
P15 AJ, Trapasso B10 Fr. 
PR 7 Ted Ginn* 60 10 So 
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2. Michigan 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY There's 
sophistication to this pro-style attack 
that features multiple formations and 
lots of shifting. The goal is to create 
confusion and get desirable matchups. 
The coaches like to spread the ball 
around, forcing opponents to defend 
multiple players. Michigan might line 
up one play with no backs and four 
wideouts, then feature two tight ends 
and two backs 


Schedule on the next. 

Date Opponent SKILL 

Sept. 3 Northern Illinois POSITIONS No 
Sept. 10 @ Notre Dame one doubted 
Sept. 17 _ Eastern Michigan quarterback 
Sept. 24 at Wisconsin Chad Henne's 
Oct. 1 at Michigan State big arm, quick 
Oct. 8 Minnesota feet and deft 
Oct. 15 Penn State touch, but few 
Oot. 22 at lowa could have 

Oct. 29 at Northwestern envisioned the 
Nov. 12 Indiana way he handled 
Nov. 19 Ohio State the cerebral 


aspects of the 
position so 
quickly as a 
freshman. He 


Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 


Miami (Ohio) . -W,4310 had rough spots 
at Notre Dame. .. PE2E20N when he forced 
San Diego State ... AA prs Rea 
lowe, eaeecosee Wh G01T" confused by the 
vain Wore4 defense, but he 
at llinois, w,30-19 didn’t get rat- 
at Purdue... W,1614 ted. Matt 
Michigan State. .. W, 45-37 (3 01) Gutierrez was 
Northwestern W, 42:20 supposed to 


start last season, 
but he hurt his 
arm a few days 
before the open- 
er. Like Henne, 
running back 
Mike Hart came 
out of nowhere last season to be a big 
contributor. He's a small, darting back 
with quickness, agility and balance. The 
Wolverines are deep at running back 
with Max Martin providing a bigger 
alternative and incoming freshman 
Kevin Grady a bright future. Michigan 
has produced a 1,000-yard receiver in 
each of the last seven seasons. Braylon 
Edwards, who reached the plateau three 
times, is gone, but Jason Avant and 
Steve Breaston have big talent. Avant is 
a phenomenal possession receiver with 
sure hands. Breaston is a playmaker 


Henne responded 
well when thrust 
into action last 
year and will 
‘improve the more 


‘Rose Bow! 


= 


A Big Ten coach says they ace a physcal ean and hey ae extenel ah 
ented, but they don't show up every week. | think they're pompous, over-recruited arrogant-type kids. Michigan 
really is the only school in our league that recruits nationally. Michigan can go to California or Florida and get a 
blue-chip player. ... Which school has better players, Ohio State or Michigan? Michigan. If you lined them up. 
and had them run 40-yard dashes and took them into the weight room and had them bench press and power 
clean, yeah, they are better than Ohio State. Markedly better. The Michigan kid has more talent, but the Ohio 
State kids played harder. And to me, that's a microcosm of the two programs. 
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who turns quick hitches and slants into 
big gains with his elusiveness and 
quickness after the catch. Another veter- 
an, Carl Tabb, is rangy and fast. And 
several youngsters are waiting in the 
wings. The tight end duo of Tim 
Massaquoi and Tyler Ecker is one of the 
best in the country. 


OFFENSIVE LINE There's a lot to like, 
despite the loss of star center David 
Baas. One of the anchors will be left 
tackle Adam Stenavich. But the real 
power will be on the right side, where 
tackle Jake Long and guard Matt Lentz 
figure to do serious damage. Before Long 
leaves Ann Arbor, he could be regarded 
among the greats at his position. The 
center and left guard spots will be filled 
from a group that includes Rueben Riley, 
Adam Kraus, Leo Henige and Mark Bihl. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is an 
aggressive defense that takes pride in its 
unpredictability. One down it will show a 
4-3; the next, a 3-4, And the switch 
might be made just prior to the snap. 
Coordinator Jim Herrmann will blitz 
anyone—corners, safeties, linebackers. 
He also will mix coverages, playing man 
or zone, depending on personnel and 
what the offense is trying to do. 


FRONT SEVEN LaMarr Woodley and 
Tim Jamison are the athletic pieces of 
this puzzle, On one play, they will battle 
blockers as part of Michigan's traditional 
4-3, On the next, they will be roaming 
the field as outside linebackers in the 
3-4, Their versatility is the key to the 
unit's success. The other end is Pierre 
Woods, a former linebacker with a long 
reach and the speed to go sideline to 
sideline, The interior will be well stuffed 
with the likes of Pat Massey and Gabe 
Watson, The 6-8 Massey is the team's 
best pass rusher and frequently knocks 
down passes with his big wingspan. 
Watson's job is to absorb blocks, which 
he does well enough to draw double- 
and triple-teams. The linebacking corps 
begins on the outside with Woodley, 
who is better as a pass rusher and run 
defender than in coverage. He is des- 
tined to be an All-American. Coaches 
are excited about inside linebacker 
Chris Graham, who is undersized but a 
playmaker who is intense and relentless 
in pursuit. Fellow inside man Scott 
McClintock is a hard worker who needs 
to assume a leadership role. The other 
outside job will be claimed by Prescott 
Burgess, who's ready to emerge. 


SECONDARY Get out the “under con- 
struction sign. Gone are cornerbacks 
Marlin Jackson and Markus Curry, 
along with strong safety Ernest Shazor. 
The staff will have to build around cor- 
nerback Leon Hall, a tough player who 
has a chance to excel. The other corner 


slot is unsettled with Grant Mason and 
Darnell Hood in the mix. Savvy free 
safety Ryan Mundy offers size and con- 
sistency with his ability to defend the 
deep middle of the field. Talented 
Brandent Englemon finished the spring 
as the strong safety, but Jamar Adams 
remains in the mix. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Garrett Rivas does not 
have a huge leg—he never has booted a 
field goal from 50 yards—but he's con- 
sistent and clutch, Incoming freshman 
Zoltan Mesko, who gets outstanding dis- 
tance, is the favorite to win the punting 
job. The return game will focus on the 
flashy Breaston, who is a threat to go the 
distance every time he touches the ball. 
Mason and Hall offer alternatives. 


COACHING STAFF With arguably the 
best talent in the league each season, 
Lloyd Carr has no reason to get fancy 
with his chalk and blackboard. But that 
might be the reason he never has 
earned the reputation as a great coach. 
He is slow to make gameday adjust- 
ments, and he gets very conservative on 
the road. That conservatism has led to 
some disappointing losses. Still, to his 
credit, Carr isn’t a self-promoter and 
has kept his profile low. For him, it's all 
about the program. 

BOTTOM LINE The keys are developing 
the secondary and finding a go-to wide- 
out and a leader on the offensive line. If 
those things happen—and the team 
stays healthy—this could be a national 
title contender. —Tom Dienhart 
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Wolverines data 

Stadium: Michigan (artifical, 107,501) 

Site: Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Coach: Lloyd Carr (95-29, 10 years; 26th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: Terry Malone (4th year, 
Sth at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Jim Herrmann (8th year, 


20th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 and 3-4 


Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1974 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 10 

2004 record: 9-3 (lost to Texas in Rose Bowl); 
Big Ten: 7-1/Tist 

Website: www.mgoblue.com 


Returning leaders 

‘Mike Hart ie i is : 
‘Max Martin 32 132 4) 1 
Jerome Jackson 32 90 44 2 


Passing Att. Comp. Pot. Yds. 10 _ Int 
Chad Henne = 399-240 G02 2,743 2512 
Clayton Richard §=615 = B33 82 


Jason Avant 38 Mar 3 
Steve Breaston 34291 3 
‘Mike Hart 2% (3T 1 
Tim Massaquoi 18184 0 


Garrett Rivas 7 64 hh 


Scott McClintock 3919 58 6/22 
Ryan Mundy: 33 18 i 0 
Leon Hall 39 9 48 w 


Sacks: Pat Massey (8) 
Interceptions: Hal, McClintock, Mundy (2) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 15 Steve Breaston 61 6179 or. 
81 Doug Dutch 510 195 Fr. 
IT 79 Adam Stenavich* 65 37 Sr. 
76 Mike Kolodzie} 67 328 Jr. 
‘LG = 57 Adam Kraus 66 3n So. 
72 Rueben Riley* 63 304 Jr 
c 72 Rueben Riley* 63 304 Jr. 
54 Mark Bihl 64 (297 dr. 
RG = 67 ~— Matt Lentz” 66 305 Sr. 
65 Leo Henige 64 339 Sr. 
TI Jake Long* 67 338 So. 
76 Mike Kolodziej 67 328 Jr. 
88 Tim Massaquoi* 64 248 Sr. 
89 Tyler Ecker 66 m7 Jn 
WR 8 — Jason Avant™ 61 210 Sr. 
7 Carl Tabb 62 192 dr. 
QB 7 Chad Henne 62 225 So. 
12 Matt Gutierrez 64 232 dr 
RB 20 Mike Hart™ 59 192 So. 
23 Max Martin 61 215 So 
FB 35 Brian Thompson 62 230 Jr 
40 Obi Oluigho 60 237 de 
K 38 Garrett Rivas* $9 216 dr. 
KR 15 Steve Breaston™ 61 179 sr. 
“Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E/LB 56 LaMarr Woodley* 62 268 Jr. 
90 Tim Jamison 63 250 Fr. 

T 94 Pat Massey* 6-8 284 Sr, 
80 Alan Branch 66 323 So, 

T 78 Gabe Watson* 64 331 Sr. 
95 Marques Walton 6-0 280 Fr. 

E 99 Pierre Woods* 65 247 Sr. 
91 Rondel! Biggs 62 278 Jr. 

1LB 35 Scott McClintock” 62 206 Sr. 
43. John Thompson 60 229 Fr. 

1B 37 Chris Graham 5 225 So, 
45 Dave Harris 62 206 Jr. 

OLB 6 Prescott Burgess 63 236 Jr 
2 Shawn Crable 65 247 So. 

CB 13 Grant Mason 60 196 Sr 
Darnell Hood 51 190 Jr. 

SS 31 Brandent Englemon 5-11 199 So, 
22 Jamar Adams 62 207 So, 

FS 21 Ryan Mundy* 61 208 dr. 
19 Willis Barringer 60 202 Jr. 

CB 23 Leon Hall* Bal 11 dr. 
14 Morgan Trent 60 185 Fr. 

P Zoltan Mesko 64 225 Fr. 
PR 15 Steve Breaston* 61 179 dr. 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Iowa likes a 
balanced attack, running to set up the 
pass, but running back is the biggest 
offensive concern. There's talent, but 
can injury be avoided? Fortunately, 
quarterback Drew Tate's ability to make 
plays can compensate for lots of short- 
comings. With a seasoned line and 
healthy backfield, Tate could be even 
more deadly this fall after earning first- 
team all-Big Ten 


Schedule honors in 2004. 
Date Opponent SKILL 
Sept. 3 Ball State _ POSITIONS 


Tate is the Big 
Ten’s best quar- 
terback. Amid 
calamity and 
chaos, he can 
bide time, stay 
calm and find 


Nov. 5 an open receiv- 

Nov. at Wis 1__er. That ability 

Nov. 19 Minnesota to improvise, 

Mi Toughest game @ Must win however, also 

A Best chance to be upset can be detri- 
mental. Tate too 

2004 Results often tries to 

Kent State . 


force things to 
happen. Some 
knock his arm 
strength, but it's 
good enough. 


lowa State . 
at Arizona Stat 
at Michigan 
Michigan State 


Ohio State. . 

at Penn State. Another prob- 
at linois, lem is his 
Purdue. . height—he's 


listed at 6-0 but 
Wisconsin . it's a good bet 
SUG es he’s shorter. 
*Capital One Bow! The top four 
running backs 
all suffered 
knee injuries 
last season, bad 
luck that has to improve. Marques 
Simmons figures to open as the No. 1 
ballcarrier. He’s small (5-8, 202) but has 
a burst and is an excellent straight-line 
runner. Keep an eye on Damian Sims, 
but the runner with the biggest upside 


at Minnesota .. . 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


is Albert Young. The wide receivers A Big Ten coach S@YS Chad Greenway is an outstanding linebacker. He's 
position should be one of the deepest clearly the best Will linebacker in the conference. He has a great nose for the football and can really run. We 
on the team. Clinton Solomon can make had one back run a wheel route against Michigan and scored on it. We ran the same play against lowa, and 
something happen after the catch and Greenway ran with our quy and deflected the ball. Abdul Hodge is @ good linebacker but isnt as good as 
go deep. Ed Hinkel is a possession guy Greenway. ... Drew Tate is the ultimate competitor. He's uncanny in his ability to avoid the sack. We had him 
who isn't afraid to go over the middle, dead to rights multiple times. | don't know how he got away from us sometimes. He ducked down, stuck his 
Iowa doesn't throw much to the tight butt out, sithered away and got off the pass. He has a great field awareness and can find that guy who's open. 


end, who figures to be Ryan Majerus 
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when the season opens, But it might be 
only a matter of time before Scott 
Chandler takes over. 


OFFENSIVE LINE Three of five starters 
are back for a unit that has much to 
prove. The biggest question is whether 
Ben Gates can replace Lee Gray, who 
will sit out the season after undergoing 
knee surgery. Right tackle Mike Jones 
is an anchor. The guard spots will be 
manned by Mike Elgin and David 
Walker. Elgin is a lunch-bucket sort 
who could end up being one of the 
league's best guards. Brian Ferentz will 
move back to his natural center position 
after playing guard. The coach's son is 
an all-conference-caliber player and the 
sparkplug of the line, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The plan is 
to keep blockers off the linebackers, 
which frees them to make plays. But 
that could be difficult as the team 
breaks in a new line. Still, don't look for 
Norm Parker, one of the nation’s best 
coordinators, to stray from his philoso- 
phy. Foremost, Parker wants to stop the 
run, He prefers to play things straight, 
rarely blitzing. Iowa mostly plays zone 
behind its front seven but might play 
more man since there's veteran talent in 
the secondary. 


FRONT SEVEN The line was devastated 
by graduation, and the staff will look to 
Bryan Mattison and Kenny Iwebema to 
step up at end. The coaches think it's 
just a matter of experience before they 
both become solid players. The youth 
movement continues on the interior 
with undersized Matt Kroul (6-3, 256) 
penciled in at one tackle, and George 
Eshareturi getting first chance opposite 
him. Both get by on guts and guile. 
There probably is no better linebacking 
pair in the nation than Chad Greenway 
(weak side) and Abdul Hodge (middle). 
Both are big hitters, though Hodge has 
better speed and is more comfortable in 
coverage. Greenway is bigger and bet- 
ter equipped to take on massive block- 
ers. Coaches don't expect Edmond 
Miles, who has a few starts under his 
belt, to have much trouble replacing 
George Lewis as the third linebacker. 


SECONDARY Iowa has veteran hands 
at cornerback, but Antwan Allen and 
Jovon Johnson are handicapped by 
their lack of size and vulnerable to big, 
physical wideouts who can fight press 
coverage and work the corner of the 
end zone on fade routes. The Hawkeyes 
are set at strong safety with Miguel 
Merrick, who has the size and speed to 
excel. The staff hopes he learned from 
the growing pains he suffered last sea 
son. The heir to free safety Sean 
Considine appears to be Marcus 
Paschal, who knows the defense and is 


adept at getting players aligned. Plus, 
he has coverage skills. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Kyle Schlicher 
was accurate from 39 yards and in last 
season. But Schlicher has yet to show a 
big leg. John Gallery, the brother of for- 
mer Iowa players Robert and Nick (who 
also punted), will duel with Andy 
Fenstermaker for the punting job. 
Gallery and Fenstermaker need to 
become more consistent. Young, 
Simmons and Sims could figure on 
kickoff returns—an area that could use 
some juicing up. Hinkel has been an 
effective punt returner, but coaches 
might want to relieve him of that duty 
to avoid injury. They also would like to 
see more of a big-play threat in that 
role. 


COACHING STAFF Ferentz is the pic- 
ture of calm. He takes his cue from 
mentor Bill Belichick, with whom he 
worked in the Cleveland Browns organ- 
ization. Ferentz lets his coaches coach 
and has benefited from staff stability, 
but there's no question who's in charge. 
The results have been stunning for the 
2004 Big Ten coach of the year. 


BOTTOM LINE The key will be devel- 
oping both lines and keeping the run- 
ning backs healthy. It's also vital the 
Hawkeyes continue to win the turnover 
battle after leading the Big Ten last sea- 
son with a plus-13. If all that happens, 
Iowa could find itself with another Big 
Ten championship and another top 10 
finish. —Tom Dienhart 
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Hawkeyes data 

Stadium: Kinnick (grass, 70,397), 

Site: lowa City, lowa 

Goach: Kirk Ferentz (42-31, 6 years; 
54-52 overall, 9 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Ken O'Keefe (7th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Norm Parker (7th year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple set 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2000 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 16 

2004 record: 10-2 (beat LSU in Capital One 
Bow); Big Ten: 7-1/TIst 

Website: www.hawkeyesports.com 


Returning leaders 

Sam Brownlee 4 27 24 0 
Marques Simmons 51 194 38 3 
‘Albert Young a 92 34 2 
Or 5 4 
Ed Hinkel 144 if 
Clinton Solomon 58 905 15.6 6 
Scott Chandler 4 324 13.5 2 
Kyle Schlicher 2 32 a 2% 92 
Abdul Hodge: 19 37 16 45/15 
Chad Greenway nn 42 13 8/23 
Marcus Paschal 38 20 58 We 
Antwan Allen 38 at 54 V5 


: Greenway, Hodge (3) 
ptions: Allen, Jovon Johnson (4) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 

WR 88 Clinton Solomon* 6-3 196 Sr. 

22 Calvin Davis 61 197 dr. 

tT 75 Ben Gates 66 286 Sr. 

‘Dan Doering 67 290 Fr. 

6 = =—74 David Walker 62 295 Sr. 

63 Todd Plagman 65 295 So. 

© 61 Brian Ferentz 63 282 Sr. 

59 Ben Cronin 65 285 Sr. 

RE 54 Mike Elgin 64 aT dt 

71 Seth Olsen 65 27 OF. 

76 Mike Jones* 65 299 Jr. 

73 Marshal Yanda 64 315 Jr. 

30 Ryan Majerus 63 237 Ur. 

87 Scott Chandler BT 2 dr. 

WR fl Ed Hinkel 61 190 Sr. 

84 Matt Melloy 63 208 Sr. 

QB 5 Drew Tate* 60 185 Jr 

16 Jason Manson 61 195 dr. 

RB 33 Marques Simmons «5-8 202 Sr. 

21 Albert Young 510 207 So. 

FB 35 Tom Busch 51 231 So. 

Paul Wilson 51 22 Sr 

K 1 Kile Schlicher 59 173 Jr. 

KR 21 Albert Young 510 207 So. 
*Retuming starter 


;. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
92 Kenny hwebema 6-4 246 So. 
42 Anton Narinskiy: 64 247 Fr 
53 Matt Kroul 6-3 256 Fr. 
95 Ted Bentler 64 273 Fr. 
72 George Eshareturi 63 284 So. 
74 Nate Roos 60 280 Sr. 
99 Bryan Mattison 63 262 So. 
94 Richard Kittrell 65 289 dr, 
18 Chad Greenway* 64 244 Sr. 
44 Mike Humpal 62 225 So. 
52 Abdul Hodge” 6-2 234 Sr. 
40 Mike Klinkenborg 62 230 So, 
27 Edmond Miles 61 222) dr. 
39° Chris Brevi 62 215 So. 
20 Antwan Allen* 540 180 Sr. 
29 Bradley Fletcher 62 191 Fr. 
15 Miguel Merrick 60 203 Jr. 
32 Andrew Becker 61 201 dr 
25 Marcus Paschal 60 199 Jr. 
13° Charles Godfrey 61 202 So. 
26 Jovon Johnson* 58 17 Sr, 
19 Adam Shada 61 180 So. 
6 Andy Fenstermaker = 6-321. 
Tl Ed Hinkel* 61 190 Sr, 
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4 Purdue 


National rank @¥A 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Joe Tiller, 
sensing his spread was running thin, 
has installed key elements of Utah’s 
offense—quarterback runs, options, mis- 
direction, receivers as runners. In addi- 
tion to goosing the attack, the changes 
will play to the athletic strengths of new 
quarterback Brandon Kirsch. 

SKILL POSITIONS Kirsch is the anti- 


Kyle Orton. The 
fiery Kirsch is 


Schedule more of a gun- 
Date Opponent slinger—he's 
Sept. 10 Akron always looking 
Sept. 1 at Arizona to make a play, 
Sept. 24 at Minnesota with either his 
Oct.1 __@ Notre Dame arm or feet. And 
‘Blowa when it's time to 
_Northwestem pass, look for 


Mlinois 

9 at Indiana 
Toughest game @ Must win 

‘A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
Syracuse 
Bal State. 
at Ili 
at Notre Dam 
at Penn State. 
Wisconsit 


Kirsch to roll 
out, where he 
can use his con- 
siderable athlet- 
ic ability. With 
that free-wheel- 
ing style comes 
risk, which 
means Kirsch’s 
make-a-play-or- 
bust attitude 
could result in 
more turnovers. 
Kirsch will get 
help from a run- 


sch takes 
chances to make 
plays, which 


Settee ning back unit 

at lowa. . that is one of rr 
Ohio State. the strongest on tc 
Indiana. . P the offense. 

Arizona State’..........L,27-28 Neither Jerod 

*Sun Bowl Void nor 


Brandon Jones 
will keep defen- 
sive coordina- 


tors awake at night, but both are effec- 
tive in their own ways for a program 
that has to run better. They better be 
good because Kory Sheets, a potential 
game-breaker, is hot on their heels. 
Coaches still are trying to determine 
how to use fullback Anthony Heygood. 
This might be Tiller's best set of 
receivers. Dorien Bryant has outstand- 
ing speed. Heralded recruits Selwyn 
Lymon and Greg Orton arrive in the fall 
with the promise of many big plays to 
come. And 6-9 Kyle Ingraham, one of 
the freakiest receivers in the nation, is a 
mismatch waiting to happen. Behind 


PAUL NISELY /TSN 
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A Big Ten coach sayS. ve aves been impressed wt the things ro one 
gives them credit for, lke their ability to run the ball and play defense. I've always thought they ran better than 
others did, but their passing game is what makes the headlines. The key to their team has been their defense. 
They have been very good on that side of the ball for a number of years. ... | like George Hall in the middle of 
their defense. He's al over the field making tackles. He's one of their best... f they stay healthy and play their 
best game against Ohio State or Michigan, then the momentum train is going downhill fast, and they could end 
up having a special season like they did in 2000. They're going to beat some people up. 
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that group are Brian Hare, who is big 
and fast, and two players whose great 
promise has been undermined by 
injuries—Ray Williams and Kevin Noel. 
Purdue has one of the Big Ten’s best 
tight ends in 6-6, 260-pound Charles 
Davis, who blossomed last year as a 
pass catcher. 


OFFENSIVE LINE The starters look 
good, the depth looks iffy. The left side 
returns tackle Mike Otto and guard 
Uche Nwaneri, Otto, looking to regain 
his 2003 form, is trimmer and more 
tuned in, Nwaneri is a former defensive 
lineman who has improved his strength 
and conditioning. Veteran center Matt 
Turner, the club’s top lineman last year, 
is an unspectacular, undersized bulldog 
who just keeps getting the job done. 
Right guard Jordan Grimes, the type of 
interior mauler Purdue seldom has had, 
could be special. Long and lean Sean 
Sester will get first crack at right tackle 
after starring in the spring. He needs to 
get meaner and stronger. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Brock Spack is one of the 
best in the business. He preaches speed 
over size, and the results have been 
impressive. Spack is not afraid to dic- 
tate the action by attacking. But as the 
talent level has risen, he hasn't had to 
risk compromising his schemes with 
myriad stunts and blitzes. 

FRONT SEVEN Purdue has become a 
factory for ends. The next great ones 
are Ray Edwards and Anthony Spencer. 
And reserves Rob Ninkovich—a pass 
rushing specialist—and Eugene Bright 
aren't too shabby, either. The interior is 
in good hands with Brandon Villarreal 
and Brent Grover, blue-collar tackles 
who get dirty and make plays. All three 
starting linebackers return, although 
newcomers will be trying to push their 
way into a solid rotation. Middle man 
George Hall doesn’t need a push—he 
probably would play without a helmet if 
coaches would let him, Weakside man 
Stanford Keglar is built for speed, but 
he could be unseated by touted new- 
comer Kyle “Bonecrusher" Williams, 
whose eligibility has not yet been deter- 
mined. Bobby Iwuchukwu is fast, strong 
and ornery on the strong side, and he 
has an uncanny ability to block kicks. 
But don’t count out Cliff Avril, who is 
good enough to start. 


SECONDARY This was a 2004 sore spot 
that coaches hope has improved. The 
anchor will be Bernard Pollard, who is 
more linebacker than strong safety. Free 
safety Kyle Smith knows the defense, 
hustles and is tough but has limitations. 
That's why athletic Torri Williams could 
win the job if he is recovered from the 
broken leg he suffered in the spring. 


The corners are a concern. Coaches still 
are trying to figure out if Paul Long is 
legit or just another guy. Brian Hickman 
is the other comer—not bad, but not 
great, either. Look for promising Zach 
Logan to get a quick promotion if 
Hickman slips. How's depth? Put it this 
way: At least the coaches no longer 
cringe when looking at the bench. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Ben Jones has 
a strong leg and appears to be recov- 
ered from the groin injury that hurt his 
consistency in 2004. Dave Brytus punt- 
ed as advertised last season, showing a 
big leg as a true freshman. Now, he 
must display touch. Coaches would like 
to see more big plays in the return 
game. Bryant? Jake Cunningham? 
Williams? Anyone? 


COACHING STAFF Tiller takes the 
game seriously but understands all of 
his X's and O's have limited effective- 
ness without talent. To that end, he 
steadily has brought in players who are 
difference-makers. Tiller has had to 
continually re-shape his staff. Only two 
assistants who arrived with him in 
1997—Spack and offensive coordinator 
Jim Chaney—remain. 


BOTTOM LINE There's a lot to like, 
especially with a schedule that doesn't 
include Big Ten heavies Ohio State and 
Michigan, Expect a ninth consecutive 
trip to the postseason. But just any old 
late-December bowl won't cut it. It has 
to be a New Year's Day gig—and the 
Boilers must win it. —Tom Dienhart 
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Boilermakers data 

Stadium: Ross-Ade (grass, 62,500) 

Site: West Lafayette, Ind. 

Goach: Joe Tiller (62-37, 8 years; 101-67-1 
overall, 14 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Jim Chaney (9th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Brock Spack (3th year, 
13th at schoo!) 


Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2000 (tie) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1996. 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 32 

2004 record: 7-5 (Jost to Arizona State in Sun 
Bowl); Big Ten: 4-4/TSth 

Website: purduesports.com 


Returning leaders 

PRshind Ait Yes Aid TO 
Jerod Void 159 625 39 3 

Brandon Jones 113 4aqT 42 2 

Brandon Kirsch 35 88 25 ‘i 


Brandon Kirsch §=694 5861.77 

Kyle Ingraham FT) 624 12.2 T 
Dorien Bryant 38 584154 
Charles Davis 34 481228 
Ben Jones 4950 879 


Stanford Keglar 3B 23 61 ane 


‘Sacks: Ray Edwards, Rob Ninkovich (8) 
Interceptions: Hall (2) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt 
WR 89 Kyle Ingraham* 69 228 
80 Brian Hare 63 190 
1 65 Mike Otto* 65 292 
TI Ryan Noblet 65 291 
LG 67 _Uche Nwaneri® 63 313 
53. Nick Fincher 64 287 
56 Matt Tumer* 63 290 
60 Zach Smith 64 285 
RE 65 Jordan Grimes 63 313 
69. Neal Tull 63 292 
74 Sean Sester 68 282 
51 Garret Miller 68 263 
87 Charles Davis” 65 260 
28 Dustin Keller 64 25 
WR 9 Darien Bryant 510 115 
20 Andre Chattams 60 208 
WR 2 Ray Willams” 62 193 
23 Kevin Noel 63 203 
Q8 = 11 Brandon Kirsch 63 208 
12 Curtis Painter 64 212 
RB 32. Jerod Void 62 212 
27 Brandon Jones 5 236 
K 35. Ben Jones* 61 213 
KR 32. Jerod Void 62 212 
*Returing starter 


. Name HL Wt Cl. 
Anthony Spencer 6-3. 263 Jr, 
Eugene Bright 64 250 So. 
Brandon Villareal” G2 289 Sr, 
Dan McGowen 60 279. 
Brent Grover* 63 303° Sr. 
Ryan Baker 66 (267 Fr. 
Ray Edwards* 66 20 dr. 
Rob Ninkovich 63 21S. 
Stanford Keglar* 62 27 So 
Kyle Wiliams 62 206 Fr 
George Hall* 62 250 Jr 
Dan Bick 61 26 So, 
itt Avi 63 21 So. 
Bobby imuchukwu* 6-2 248 Sr, 
Paul Long* 62 193 So. 
Fabian Martin 51188 Fr. 
Bernard Polard* 62 26 Jr 
Lance Melvin 59 193 Fr. 
Tori Williams 62 200 So, 
Kyle Smith 64 26 Sr. 
Brian Hickman* 60 18 Sr. 
Zach Logan et om Fr. 
Dave Brytus* 64 227 So. 
Dorien Bryant 540 115 So, 
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Nittany Lions data 
Stadium: Beaver (grass, 107,282) 
Site: State College, Pa. 
Coach: Joe Paterno (343-116-3, 
39 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Galen Hall 
(2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Tom Bradley (6th year, 27th at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1994 
Last bow! appearance: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 55 
2004 record: 4-7; Big Ten: 2-6/9th 
Website: www.gopsusports.com 


Schedule 


Sept. 17 Central Michigan 
at Northwestern 


Akron. . 
at Boston College 
Central Florida. 
at Wisconsin 
at Minnesota 
Purdue. 
lowa. 
at Ohio State . 
Northwestern, 
at Indiana. 
Michigan State. 
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5. Penn State 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Penn State wants balance above 
all else. And that goal should be more achievable, thanks to some speedy 
freshmen. PSU sill wants to overwhelm opponents with a power running 
attack, but look forthe team to work more toward the edges. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Joe Patemo's devotion to upper- 
classmen probably will allow senior Michael Robinson to win the starting 
quarterback job. Sophomore Anthony Morelli is more of a pocket passer 
than Robinson, who is a better runner. Robinson would seem to be bet- 
ter suited to a hybrid scheme that allows for a lot of quarterback runs. 
The Lions have plenty of options at running back, but they don’t have a 
game breaker. Tony Hunt isn’t a consistent workhorse who can wear 
down a defense and make big plays. The X-factor is Austin Scott, who's 
looking to regain his 2003 form. The fullback position is in flux For those 
‘who think Patemo lives in some sort of 1970s cocoon, hoping to grind 
‘out wins while throwing six passes a game, think again, He understands 
‘one reason last year's team struggled was because no wideout was 
capable of turning a 6-yard hitch pass into a 50-yard gain. Mega recruit 
Derrick Williams could change that. And the Lions likely will use 
Robinson at receiver if Morelli is at quarterback. Other receivers are Mark 
Rubin, who has size and hands, and Terrell Golden, who has big-play 
potential but needs to become more disciplined. Tight end Isaac Smolko 
is solid. With all five starters set to retum-four of them seniors~the team 
is counting on an improved line to boost the running game. Levi Brown 
has a chance to be a first-rate left tackle, if he gets a little quicker. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense is in the capable 
hands of coordinator Tom Bradley, perhaps the nation's most underrated 
assistant. His multiple scheme from a 4-3 base allowed opponents only 
8.2 yards per rush and 5.8 yards per passing attempt last year. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line is a first-rate outfit that 
has depth and experience. Leading the way is Tamba Hali, who is bal- 
anced in a solid end rotation by Matthew Rice and Lavon Chisley. Scott 
Paxson provides an excellent push from the interior, as does tackle part- 
ner Jay Alford, who is particularly strong against the run. The reason for 
‘optimism at linebacker is the return of three players who should all make 
‘substantial contributions. The leader of the group is outside man Paul 
Posluszny, a speedy enforcer who finds the ball and punishes whoever 
has it. It doesn't matter where Dan Connor plays-he's a big-time star. 
‘And Tim Shaw is a sturdy, versatile player who can do anything 
required. Even though the Lions return three starters and three top 
reserves in the secondary, the big news is the arrival of Justin King. 
King's presence convinced Patemo to switch several of his reserve 
defensive backs to receiver. But King will have trouble unseating Anwar 
Phillips and Alan Zemaitis. Those three, along with Donnie Johnson and 
Brent Wise, give the Lions one of the nation's best comerback rotations. 
Strong safety Calvin Lowry gets to the ball well and is angry when he 
arrives. Chris Harrell and Paul Cronin are in the hunt at free safety. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Paterno will look at three kickers, most notably 
true freshman Kevin Kelly. Punter Jeremy Kapinos had a good 2004 sea- 
son. The return men were steady last year, but newcomers King and 
Wiliams could provide a spark. 

COACHING STAFF Paiemo is in charge. And his assistants are 
loyal. Paterno wanis his players to be disciplined and respectful, and that 
has cost him recruits. But he is wise enough to know different times call for 
different methods. Expect him to bend a little and let the talent rise to the 
top, but don't look for a change in the team’s straight-ahead personality. 
BOTTOM LINE The schedule and defense are reasons for opti- 
mism. Penn State could win seven games, and if the offense improves, 
it's possible the Lions will do better. -Michael Bradley 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 80 Mark Rubin 
4 Terrell Golden 
WT Levi Brown 
73 Chris Auletta 
16 59 Charles Rush* 
Tl Mark Farris 
7 EZ Smith 
66 Lance Antolick 
RE 74 ‘Tyler Reed* 
85 Robert Price 
68 John Wilson” 
50 Andrew Richardson 
TE 81 Isaav Smokko™ 
44 Patrick Hall 
we Derrick Willems 
5 dim Kanuch 
8 12 Michael Robinson 
14 Anthony Morel 
RB 26 Tony Hunt* 
33° Austin Scott 
FB 30 BranDon Snow 
34 Matt Hahn 
K Kevin Kelly 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 31 Tamba Halt 
‘17 Lavon Chisley 
T 13 ay Alford* 
82 Ed Johnson 
T 41 Scott Paxson* 
95 Elijah Robinson 
E 55. Matthew Rice* 
54 Amani Purcell 
OLB 40 Dan Connor 
37 Spencer Ridenhour 
1B 20. Tim Shaw 
46 Tyrell Sales 
OLB 31 Paul Postuseny* 
35 JR. Zwierzynski 
CB 21 Alan Zemaitis* 
15 Brent Wise 
SS 10 Calvin Lowy" 
24 Nolan McCready 
FS 27 Chris Harrell 
29° Paul Cronin 
CB 1 Anwar Philips 
6 Donnie Johnson 
P38 Jeremy Kapinos* 
“*Returning starter 


& 
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Golden Gophers data 
Stadium: Metrodome (artificial, 
64,172) 
Site: Minneapolis 
Coach: Glen Mason (51-45, 8 years; 
110-109-1 overall, 19 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Mitch Browning (Bth year, 
Sth at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 
David Lockwood (1st 
4th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3, 
Last league title won: 1967 (tie) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 36 
2004 record: 7-5 (beat Alabama 
in Music City Bowl); 
Big Ten: 3-5/8th 
Website: www.gophersports.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 
Sept.1 at Tulsa* 
Sept. 10 Colorado State 
Sept. 17 Florida Atlantic 


in 


Nov.5 at Indiana 
State 


Nov. 12 Michiga 

Nov. 19 at lowa 
“Thursday 

B® Toughest game @ Must win 

4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Toledo .. 
Winois State 
at Colorado State . 
Northwestern. 
Penn State. 
at Michigan 
at Michigan State . 
Mino 


W, 20-16 


“Music City Bow! 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Gophers will run, run and 
Tun some more, which makes their play-action series that much more 
effective. It’s a simple midwestem brand of football that has proven 
effective for Mason at all of his coaching stops. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Marion Barber's decision to 
bypass his senior season would have been a critical blow at most 
schools, but allt does at Minnesota is give feature biling to Laurence 
Maroney, another star running back. Both Barber and Maroney posted 
consecutive 1,000-yard seasons-while sharing the ball. Some think Gary 
Russell could be to Maroney what Maroney was to Barber. Fullback 
Justin Valentine retuns after struggling last season in his role as a block- 
er. Quarterback Bryan Cupito has a decent arm but needs to make better 
decisions and show better understanding of defenses. fhe does, there's 
talent atthe top ofthe receiving corps, if not much depth. Erie 
‘Wheelwright is a big, physical and explosive target. Jared Ellerson looks 
to rebound from a disappointing 2004 season, and Jakari Wallace is the 
unit's toughest wideout. Matt Spaeth is one of the Big Ten's best tight 
ends. The line looks lke a strength, primarily because center Greg 
Eslinger and left quard Mark Setterstrom execute their zone blocking 
techniques so wel in tandem. Their lack of size is minimized by a scheme 
that puts them on the move and allows them to get in position to make 
blocks. Left tackle Joe Ainsie is the other returning starter. He's good in 
the running game but needs work as a pass blocker. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Gophers have played a 
bend-but-don'-break defense, primarily because they lack size and 
speed at linebacker. The athleticism and speed are improving, but look 
for new coordinator David Lockwood, who is moving up from the sec- 
ondary to replace Greg Hudson, to take more chances with blitzes. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Gophers have major concerns 
bout their front wall, especially at the ends. Coaches hope Keith Lipka 
ccan pressure the quarterback after moving over from tackle. Another pos- 
sibility is Eric Clerk. Coaches also hope to get a lot more on the interior 
from Anthony Montgomery, who needs to be more than a space-eater. 
Fellow tackle Mark Losli came on strong late last season. The linebackers 
have athleticism and potential. On the strong side, Kyle McKenzie makes 
{good reads and plays with instinct. The middle spot will be claimed by 
Mike Sherels, an exciting player, and the weak side belongs to John 
Shen, who's the hardest hitter of the group. What the secondary lacks 
in polish it will make up for with athleticism and smarts. Free safety John 
Pawielski seldom is out of position and loves to hit. Former linebackers 
Brandon Owens and Terrance Campbell will battle at strong safety. The 
departure of Ukee Dozier opens the door for comerback Jamal Harts, 
who's fluid and fast. Trumaine Banks is an aggressive comer. 
SPECIAL TEAMS With Rhys Lloyd gone, Jason Giannini will get 
first crack at Kicking, and Justin Kucek looks like the new punter. 
Giannini has a strong leg, but accuracy could be an issue. The coaches 
don't anticipate much of a drop with Kucek punting. Russell could be a 
dynamic punt return man. He might team on kickofis with Maroney. 
COACHING STAFF Mason isn't a favorite of the local media, but 
he doesn't care. His critics say the program has plateaued under his 
stewardship. When last year's team started the season 5-0 and did not 
break through to a January 1 bowl, it let a sour taste in many mouths. 
BOTTOM LINE The key, as usual, is whether the Gophers can get 
the early lead. When they do, they grind down opponents with their 
relentless running game. When they fall behind, the offense is not built 
to come back and the defense has to take too many chances. Look for 
Minnesota to post at least seven wins and qualify for another bow! game 
despite a tougher-than-usual schedule. ~Tom Dienhart 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR Emie Wheelwright* 
88 Micah Rucker 
{T 78 Joe Ainslie” 
64 Steve Shidell 
LG 68 Mark Setterstrom* 
50 Tommy Jacobs. 
© BI Greg Eslinger 
56 Tyson Swaggert 
RG 60 Mike Nicholson 
69 John Jakel 
TT Tony Brinkhaus 
62 Camron Smith 
89 Matt Spaeth™ 
81 Jarod Posthumus 
WR 83 Jared Ellerson” 
7 Jakari Wallace 
QB 3 Bryan Cupito™ 
TT Tony Mortensen 
RB 22 Laurence Maroney" 
24 Gary Russell 
FB 18 Justin Valentine 
42 Jason Lamers 
K 31 Jason Giannini 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 90 Eric Clark 
81 William VanDeSteeg 
T ST Mark Losit* 
98 Neel Allen 
T 95 Anthony Montgomery* 
70 Todd Meisel 
E 89 Keith Lipka 
40 Pat McCarthy 
WLB 45 John Shevlin 
53. Mark Mullaney 
MLB 58 Nike Sherels 
50 Leland Jones, 
SLB 52 Kyle McKenzie 
48 Mario Reese” 
B15 Jamal Harris 
Tl Desi Steib 
SS 20 Brandon Owens 
32 Terrance Campbell* 
FS 34 John Pawielski* 
6 Quentin White 
4 Trumaine Banks” 
36 Stephon Rhea 
P M1 Justin Kucek 
Returning starter 
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Badgers data 

‘Stadium: Camp Randall (artificial, 
80,360) 

Site: Madison, Wis. 

Goach: Barry Alvarez (108-70-4, 

15 years) 

Offensive coordinators: 

Brian White (7th year, 11th at 

school); Paul Chryst (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Bret Bielema (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: |-formation 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1999 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 29 
2004 record: 9-3 (lost to Georgia in 

Outback Bowl); Big Ten: 6-2/3rd 
Website: www.uwbadgers.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponer 
Sept.3___@ Bou 
Sept. 10 TBA 


at Northwestern 
at Minnesota 
Purdue 


at Penn State 
A lowa 
at Hawaii* 


~ “Friday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


at Arizona. 
Penn State. 


Hingis W, 24-7 
at Ohio State. W, 24-13 
at Purdue... W, 20-17 
Northwestern. W, 24-12 
Minnesota . W, 38-14 
at Michigan State . 


*Oulback Bow! 


36 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Barry Alvarez hired Paul Chryst 
from Oregon State to develop a passing game that will complement the 
running game-without changing the system. The ideal setup would be 
about 60 percent run, 40 percent pass, with most of the throws coming 
off playraction after the running game has forced the defense to move 
safeties closer tothe line. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback John Stocco's arm 
strength isnt as good as the coaches would like, and he needs to 
improve his accuracy. That might make him vulnerable to Tyler Donovan, 
who has a better arm and an abilty to scramble, Running back Booker 
Stanley's future is clouded by a spring arrest, That means the job could 
go to Brian Calhoun, a former Wisconsin high school star who started 
his career at Colorado. Calhoun has a burst, deceptive toughness and 
an abilty to make people miss, He also has the best hands on the team, 
Jamil Walker also could push for playing time. The Badgers have the 
best fullback duo in the nation in Matt Bernstein and Chris Pressley, The 
trio of Brandon White, Brandon Willams and Jonathan Orr gives the 
Badgers an experienced-but not that dynamic—receivers unit. But the 
offense needs a deep threat who can open things undemeath for 
Willams, tight end Owen Daniels and Calhoun, The anchors fora solid 
line are center Donovan Raiola and left tackle Joe Thomas, True fresh- 
man Andy Kemp might be good enough to start at left guard 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Badgers probably will blitz 
more. It's not a change in philosophy-is necessity because the front 
line has to be rebuilt, Look for coverage ability in the secondary to allow 
the front seven to take more chances. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL How do you replace four line 
starters, including end Erasmus James and tackle Anttaj Hawthorne, 
from a defense that ranked No. 1 in the Big Ten last season? It won't be 
easy, but the Badgers do have young talent on the interior (Justin 
Ostrowski and Nick Hayden) and speed on the edge (Jamal Cooper and 
Joe Monty). And they always seem to have interchangeable parts and 
replacements waiting at linebacker, where three starters return. With the 
inexperience up front, pressure will be on middle linebacker Andy 
Crooks and strongside man Mark Zalewski. But the key could be weak- 
side linebacker Dontez Sanders, the unit's most athletically gifted player. 
There couldn't have been a more positive spring for a secondary that 
faces plenty of questions. At the top of the list: comerback Brett Bell, 
who's coming off a knee injury. He's a solid cover comer and an under- 
rated factor in run support. Fellow commer Allen Langford also is depend- 
able and plays with great instincts. The safeties are a concem because 
there isn't enough attitude, Strong safety Johnny White is solid in run 
support. Free safety Roderick Rogers has shown an ability to read 
routes but must play with more consistency, 

SPECIAL TEAMS The exciting retum skills of Jim Leonhard will 
be missed, Stil, Marcus Randle El could be special on punt returns if 
he's not sidelined by an off-field incident. Williams will handle a majority 
of the kickoff returns but has to be more productive. The issue is the 
kicking game. Taylor Mehlhaff has been plagued by inconsistency and 
will compete with Adam Schober. Ken DeBauche wil do the punting, 
COACHING STAFF Alvarez is the ultimate boss, allowing his 
assistants free reign and entrusting them to make the right decisions. 
He has given the team a distinct identity, and his assistants magnify that 
persona. Alvarez demands respect from the players and gives it back. 
BOTTOM LINE The offense will be better, but it's critical that the 
quarterback protect the ball. f coordinator Bret Bielema can mold a top- 
five Big Ten defense out of this group, the Badgers will have a chance 
to play on New Year's Day. ~Matt Hayes 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name 
WR 9 Jonathan On* 

88 Jarvis Minton 
IT 72 Joe Thomas” 

70 Andrew Weininger 
16 76 Matt Lawrence 

75 Andy Kemp 
© 3 Donovan Raiola* 

60 Luke Knauf 
RG 52 Jason Palermo 

65. Marcus Coleman 
RT 63 Kraig Urbik 

64 Danny Kaye 
TE M1 Owen Daniels 

84 Jason Pociask 
WR 1 Brandon Wiliams* 


8 Brandon White 
QB 7 John Stocoo* 
12 Tyler Donovan 
RB 2 Brian Calhoun 
32 Booker Stanley 


FB 45. Matt Bernstein* 
25 Chris Pressley 
K 10 Taylor Mehihatt 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 95 Joe Monty 
34 Kurt Ware 
T 99 Justin Ostrowski 
91 Jason Chapman 
T 96 Nick Hayden 
93 Mark Gorman 
E 5 Jamal Cooper 
54 Mike Newkirk 
WLB 14 Dontez Sanders* 
24 LaMarr Watkins 
MLB 43 Andy Crooks* 
47 Elliot Goode 
SLB 41 Mark Zalewski* 
23° Paul Joran 
CB 21 —_Levonne Rowan 
27 Jack Ikegwuonu 
SS 36 Johnny White 


16 Joe Stelimacher 
FS 22 Roderick Rogers 

26 Zach Hampton 
CB 6 Brett Bell* 

TT Allen Langford 
P 94 Ken DeBauche 


*Retuming starter 
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Spartans data 
Stadium: Spartan (grass, 72,027) 
Site: East Lansing, Mich. 
Coach: John L. Smith (13-12, 
2 years; 123-72 overall, 
16 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Dave Baldwin (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Chris Smeland (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3/4-2-5 
Last league title won: 1990 (tie) 
Last bow! appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 42 
2004 record: 5-7; 

Big Ten: 4-4/T5th 
Website: www.msuspartans.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 
Sept.3 Kent State 
Sept. 10 Hawaii 

Sept. 17 at Notre Dame 
Sept. 24 at ilinois 


ichigan 
at Ohio State 
Northwestern 
Oct. 29 Indiana 
Nov. 5 at Purdue 
Nov. 12___at Minnesota 
Nov. 19 Penn State 


W Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


at Rutgers... 


at lowa 
Hlinois. 

Minnesota . 
at Michigan 
Ohio State. 
Wisconsit 
at Penn State 
at Hawaii... 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Michigan State wants to spread 
defenses, creating space and gaps to exploit in the open field. And the 
Spartans want balance in their attack, which was achieved last year. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Michigan State will go as far as 
quarterback Drew Stanton takes it. And that could be a long way. 
‘Atthough Stanton doesn't throw a prety ball, he's a winner around 
whom the players rally, The running game is in good shape with the 
return of Jason Teague and Jehu Caulerck. Teague is a blue-collar sort 
who gets yards after contact. Caulcrick is a big, punishing back who 
gets better as the game goes on. There's a nice mix of speed, experi- 
ence and size for a receiving unit that returns veterans Jerramy Scott, 
Matt Trannon, Terry Love, Aaron Alexander, Kyle Brown and Agim 
Shabaj. Scott has become the go-to guy. If Trannon improves as much 
as he did last year, he could become a special player. Ryan Woods 
looks to step up at tight end, The line is one of the team’s strongest 
areas. Left tackle Stefon Wheeler is the most gifted blocker, and left 
guard Kyle Cook brings emotion and passion, Center Chris Morris is an 
inteligent sort who is revered for his consistency and ability to make the 
tight calls. The right side is more unsettled. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is a multiple 4-3/4-2-5 
approach that abides by high-risk, high-reward principles, The Spartans 
allow big plays; they just hope to produce more than opponents with 
their aggressive style. Coaches know if the defense can steal an extra 
possession or two a game, this potent offense score points. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line is a workin progress. 

End Michael Bazemore is a tad undersized (6-3, 263) as a run-stopper, 
but Nick Smith looks the part and has coaches excited, The opposite 
side is manned by Clifton Ryan, the team's best pass rusher and a man 
who appears primed for big things. There doesn't appear to be any spe- 
cial talent on the interior. The linebackers will be young and determined. 
Kaleb Thornhil isn't the most talented player, but he's a smart technician 
who finds the ball Fellow inside man David Herron runs well and will get 
better. Outside man Eric Smith is the unit's most physical player and a 
rice ft for a postion that requires athleticism, quickness and savy. The 
secondary must alow fewer big plays, and an improved pass rush would 
help. The coaches like comerback Jaren Hayes’ abilly to change direc- 
tion and think he can be a good cover man. Comer Ashton Watson has 
improved his footwork and ablity to play the ball. Free safety Greg 
Cooper has instints and is adept in coverage and run support. Cole 
Corey, who lacks size, has emerged at strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS This is a mixed bag, and most of the news is 
bad. But Brandon Fields is one of the nation’s top punters. The team will 
miss Dave Rayner, who scored more points and booted more field goals 
than anyone is school history. Info that void steps John Goss, a junior 
college transfer who redshirted, Coaches hope Shabej, Brown, Carl 
Grimes or another youngster can take over return duties from Cobb. 


COACHING STAFF Offensive coordinator Dave Baldwin did a 
{good job tweaking the offense last season and always is quick to install 
a new wrinkle to take advantage of personnel. Quarterbacks coach 
Doug Nussmeier is a future star. Defensive coordinator Chris Smeland 
has been with Smith for years and knows what he wants. That type of 
chemistry is invaluable, Expect improvement. 


BOTTOM LINE Fans see progress, and Smith's teams compete 
hard in every game, But the program is mired in a bow-no bow! pattern 
that started in 1997, To break i, the defense must make the same strides 
the offense did last year. At the least, a winning record and decent bow! 
are expected. If Stanton stays healthy and the defense delivers, this is a 
dlark horse in the battle for the Big Ten title. -Tom Dienhart 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No, Name 
WR 6 Matt Tannon* 
18 Tey Love 
UF 72. Stefon Wheeler 
68 Tom Kaczmarek 
LG 74 Kyle Gook* 
TI Daniel Zynn 
C51 Chris Morris* 
54 John Masters 
RG 71 Gordon Niebyiski 
73 Roland Martin 
66 © Mike Gyetvai 
79 Jesse Miller 
89 Ryan Woods 
80 Kellen Davis 
WR 3 Kyle Brown* 
10 Aaron Alexander 
WR 32. Jerramy Scott* 
4 Carl Grimes 
QB 5 Drew Stanton* 
7 Brian Hoyer 
RB 20 Jason Teague™ 
30 Jehuu Cauleriok 
K tt dohn Goss 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 40 Michael Bazemore 
$3. Nick Smith 
T 98 Domata Peko 
Bobby Jones 
T 99 Brandon MeKinney* 
70 Joe Toth 
E82 Cifton Ryan* 
95 Justin Kershaw 
1B 43 Kaleb Thornhill 
52 Erie Andino 
1B 41 David Herron* 
55 Dwayne Holmes 
OLB 36 Eric Smith 
2 Sir Darean Adams 
B12 Ashton Watson 
18 Travis Key 
SS 38 Cole Corey 
26 Tom Dance 
FS 29 Greg Cooper 
28 Mike Bell 
CB 31 Jaren Hayes* 
2% Eric Hines 
P 8 Brandon Fields* 
*Returning starter 


298 


314 


37 
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Wildcats data 
‘Stadium: Ryan Field (grass, 47,130) 
Site: Evanston, III. 
Coach: Randy Walker (30-41, 
6 years; 89-76-5 overall, 
15 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Dunbar (4th year, 5th at 
school) 
Defensive coordinator: Greg Colby 
(Ath year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple, 
spread formation 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 and 3-3-5 
Last league title won: 2000 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 63 
2004 record: 6-6; 


Sept. 17 a at Arizona State 
Sept. 24 Penn State 


Toughest game @ Must win 


A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
at TCU 
Avizona State . 
Kansas. . 


L, 48-45 (207) 
~L, 30-21 
« W, 20-17 


af Minnesota . 4817 
Ohio State, W, 33-27 (OT) 
Indiana, . W, 81-24 (207) 
at Wisconsin oL 24412 
Purdue. . W, 13-40 
at Penn State. W,147 
at Michigan +L, 42-20 
Hinois W, 28-21 (OT) 
at Hawaii 149-41 


38 


9. Northwestern 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Northwestern likes to stretch 
defenses from sideline to sideline and run the ball. To make things click, 
the quarterback has to be a threat to take off. This is a possession-type 
offense that relies on players making plays after the run or catch instead 
of striking with deep passes, though that's an element the team has 
attempted to increase in recent years. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Brett Basanez has 
gotten better with his reads and understanding of defenses, but he stil 
has room for improvement. He has an average arm, but it's good 
‘enough for this attack. The No. 1 ground option is Terrell Jordan, who is 
a strong runner with a few extra gears that departed Noah Herron 
lacked. Should Jordan falter-and injuries have been a problem-the staff 
will tum to Nathan Shanks or Brandon Roberson. The receiving corps is 
deep and offers a mix of size and speed. The best of the bunch is Mark 
Philmore, who lacks top-shelf speed but is a playmaker who can make 
the difficult catch. Shaun Herbert is a possession receiver who is devel- 
oping into a third-down security blanket. There's plenty of veteran tight 
end talent, but the position is used primarily for blocking, The offense 
likes to run misdirection plays, counters and traps, which means the line- 
men have to be athletic. The staff has done a good job of cultivating 
those types of players. With three starters gone from one of the Big 
Ten's most underrated lines, patience will be tested and the coaches will 
ook to mammoth right tackle Zach Strief for leadership. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense has come a long 
way since 2003, That's when the staff was tweaked and the unit began 
using a five-back package that takes out a lineman, brings up a safety 
and does more blitzing. The attacking style has made the players more 
confident. For the defense to take the next step, it needs to generate 
‘more tumovers and fit big plays. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Holes need to be filled up front, 
but the building blocks are there. One is tackle Barty Cofield, a big man 
who gets a strong push and is relentless against the run. Another is end 
Loren Howard, a disruptive playmaker with a quick first step and explo- 
siveness. Linebacking is the team’s strength. Middle man Tim 
McGarigle, a tough, hard-nosed Chicago kid, is the glue that holds the 
defense together. He finds ways to make plays. Strongside linebacker 
‘Adam Kadela is a footballer’s football player. Weakside man Nick Roach 
is a quick, talented, strong player who is versatile enough to blitz or 
cover receivers. Opponents struggled to run early last season, so they 
took to the air and found success. Things must tighten up. Look for 
Marquice Cole and Jeff Backes to start at comerback. Cole lacks size 
but is a fast, athletic leaper. Backes allows his share of big plays but 
makes some, too. Teams love to test him. Strong safety Bryan Heinz is a 
‘smart, instinctive player who likes to hit. The coaches are excited about 
the potential of Reggie McPherson, another athlete with great instincts. 
SPECIAL TEAMS With Brian Hufiman gone, the kicking ob 
‘should go to former walk-on Joel Howells, who took over duties last 
November when Hufiman struggled. Former soccer player Ryan 
Pederson will take over for Huffman as the punter. If either falter, Slade 
Larscheid is capable at both positions. Backes and Jordan will tum 
kickoffs; Philmore and Backes will bring back punts. 

COACHING STAFF Randy Walker's teams reflect his hard-nosed 
style. His players work hard and value the family atmosphere he pro- 
motes. Walker harps on the attitude and investment each player must 
bring to the field 

BOTTOM LINE The offense looks explosive, but can the defense 
hold up its end? That will determine whether Northwestem can reach 
the postseason for the third time under Walker. -Tom Dienhart 


National rank 


OFFENSE 


Pos. 


Dylan Thiry 
Vince Clarke 

Joe Tipo 
Austin Matthews 
Trevor Rees* 
Adam Crum 
Ryan Keenan 
Joel Belding 
Zach Stief* 
‘Alex Rucks 
Enyn Cobb 
Frayne Abernathy 
Brandon Horn 
Kim Thompson 
Jonathan Filds* 
‘Shaun Herbert 
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Bryan Heinz” 
Frederic Tarver 
Reggie MePherson 
Herschel Henderson 
Jeff Backes* 
Deante Battle 

Ryan Pederson 
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“Returning starter 
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Mini data 
Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
69,249) 
Site: Champaign, Ill. 
Coach: Ron Zook (1st year; 23-14 
overall, 3 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Locksley (1st year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mike Mallory (2nd year, 5th at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: 


Last bowl appearance: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 84 
2004 record: 3-8; 

Big Ten: 1-7/T10th 
Website: www.fightingillini.com 


Schedule 


Date Opponent 
Sept. © Rutgers 
Sept. 10 __ San Jose State 


Sept. 17 ___at California 


Sept. 24 Michigan State 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 


at lowa 

at Indiana 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 

Ohio State 
at Purdue 
Northwestern 
Hi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Florida A&M. 
UCLA 

Western Michigan 
Purdue. 


at Wiscons 1,247 
at Michigan State 38-25 
Michigan... 1, 30-19 
at Minnesota 1, 45-0 


W, 26-22 
L, 28-21 (OT) 


10. Illinois 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Ron Zook wants to replicate the 
attack he ran at Florida. That means ilinois will give defenses multiple 
looks, spreading the field with multiple wideouts, lining up in a shotgun, 
playing two tight ends-you name it, the Ilini figure to run it. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The derby to replace quarterback 
Jon Beutjer is a three-man race with Tim Brasic in the lead. Hot on his 
heels is Kisan Flakes, who has a big-time arm and is quick on his feet. 
Like Brasic, he operated out of the shotgun in high school, which is 
something Zook figures to do frequently. Chris Pazan also is in the mix. 
The running game again should be strong, thanks to the return of E.B. 
Halsey and Pierre Thomas. Halsey isa jack-of alltrades back who's as 
dangerous running as catching. Thomas is dificult to tackle because of 
his balance. Fullback Jason Davis has great hands, At receiver, every: 
thing begins and ends with Kendrick Jones, the fastest wideout and 
chief deep threat. Derrick McPhearson and Daluan Warren are promis- 
ing players. Franklin Payne is another option. It's time for tight end 
Melvin Bryant to tum potential into production, The line will be young 
and inexperienced, but not lacking for talent. The unit distinguished itself 
in run blocking last year, but there's work to be done i the Ini hope to 
improve their passing attack. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Zook retained coordinator Mike 
Mallory from Ron Turner's staff to run the defense, and Mallory has his 
‘work cut out for him. Look fo Ilinois to get its fastest players on the 
field. And look for Mallory to dictate action from a 4-3 scheme, picking 
his spots to attack. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The key will be developing a pass 
rush without compromising the defense by bitzng. But lackluster line 
play in recent years makes that prospect unlikely. End Xavier Fulton 
must emerge as a playmaker af the edge. The other end, Scott Moss, 
lacks speed but is tough and makes plays. Tackle Chris Norwell is a 
huge, tough guy who injects a needed dose of nastiness, and his side- 
kick, Ryan Matha, isthe ultimate blue-collar worker. Junior college trans- 
fer Ismail Abdunafi arrives with a fat scrapbook. The linebacking has to 
improve. On the outside, J Leman plays with intensity and Anthony 
Thornhill is quick to the ball but lacks size. The middle job is shaping up 
as a battle between Remond Wilis and Brian Grzelakowski. In the sec- 
‘ondary, comerback Alan Ball is the team’s best cover man. The statis 
excited about Charles Bailey, who should step into Kein Hayden's 
spot. The safety spots should be solid. The leader is free safety Morris 
Virgil, a team player and big hitter. Strong safety duties could be han- 
dled by Travis Wiliams, though Justin Harrison showed flashes last sea 
son as a freshman. He's thick, physical and instinctive. 


SPECIAL TEAMS liiinois is touting Steve Weatherford as one of 
the nation's best punters-and he is. Kicker Jason Reda endured ups 
and downs as a true freshman last year. Thomas is a standout kickoff 
returner. Halsey is a shifty and effective punt returner. 


COACHING STAFF Zook figures to focus on defense and special 
teams, which have been his areas of expertise. He has faith in his offen- 
sive staff to take care of business. Mike Locksley, an ace recruiter, fol 
lowed Zook to ilinois and will run the offense. The Gator flavor is 
enhanced by quarterbacks coach Ed Zaunbrecher, who coached the 
same position at Florida after serving as the team’s coordinator in 2002. 
The other Gator transfer is Dan Disch, who will coach special teams and 
outside linebackers. 

BOTTOM LINE Zook must focus on rebuilding bruised egos, 
implementing his systems and getting maximum effort. f those things 
happen, the lini could pull a surprise or two, but don't expect any 
phoenia-lke rise. Ilinois will be home for the holidays. —Tom Dienhart 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 84 Kendrick Jones* 
80. Franklin Payne 
1ST JJ. Simmons 
80 Ryan McDonald 
LG 64 Martin O'Donnell” 
69 Ben Amundsen 
C&T Matt Maddox” 
T2 Kyle Schnettgoecke 
RE 79 James Ryan 
58 Dan Motuliak 
68 Jim LaBonte 
73 Andrew Burk 
88 Melvin Bryant 
87 JR, Kraemer 
WR 8 — DaJuan Warren 
82 Frank Lenti 
QB 15 Tim Brasic 
‘1 Kisan Flakes 
RB 26 E.B. Halsey* 
30 Pierre Thomas 
FB 34 Jason Davis* 
41 Russ Weil 
K 13° Jason Reda* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 98 Xavier Fulton 
52 Cyrus Garrett 
T 97 Ryan Matha* 
61 Adam Wilk 
T 96 Chris Norwell* 
65 Josh Norris 
— 91 Derek Walker 
80 Scott Mass” 
OLB 51 Anthony Thornill 
3 Walter Mendenhall 
MLB 48 Remond Willis 
36 Brian Greelakowski 
OLB 47 J Leman 
43 Sam Carson 
CB 18 Alan Ball* 
22 Sharviff Abdullah 
SS 28 Travis Williams* 
32 Justin Harrison 
FS 20) Morris Virgil” 
29 Jody Ellis 
CB 24 Charles Bailey 
25 James Cooper 
P 37 Steve Weatherford* 
“Returning starter 
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Hoosiers data 

‘Stadium: Memorial (grass, 52,180) 
Site: Bloomington, Ind. 

Coach: Terry Hoeppner (1st year; 

48-24 overall, 6 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Bill Lynch 

(Ist year, 3rd at schoo!) 
Defensive coordinators: 

Brian George (1st year); 

Joe Palcic (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1967 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 1993 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 91 


2004 record: 3-8; 
Big Ten: 1-7/T10th 
Website: www.iuhoosiers.com 
Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Central Michigan* 
Sept. 10 Nicholls State 
Sept. 17 ___ @ Kentucky 
Oct. 1 at Wisconsin 
Oct. 8 Illinois 


“Friday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 

Central Michigan . /, 41 
at Oregon W, 30-24 
at Kentucky L, 51-32 
Michi +1,30-20 
Michigan . . . L,36-14 
at Northwestern . . . L, 31-24 (20T) 
at Ohio State. 21,307 
Minnesota W, 30-21 


at Illinois . L, 26-22 
Penn State . L, 22-18 
at Purdue, i 
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11. Indiana 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This will be a spread, pro-style 
attack that often features one back. Indiana isn't going to throw it 60 
times (at least not too often), but it will give its quarterbacks a chance to 
exploit mismatches by putting as many as five receivers into a pattern. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Blake Powers has the size (6-5, 
210) Terry Hoeppner likes in a quarterback and a big arm. Don't expect 
Powers to run the option, but he can avoid the rush. Backup Graeme 
McFarland doesn't have Powers’ size and arm strength, but he's capa- 
ble. The Hoosiers must move forward after seeing BenJanuus Green- 
Ellis, their leading rusher in 2004, transfer to Mississippi. The obvious 
choice to take over is Chris Taylor, a solid back who can catch the ball. 
But don't expect too many game-breaking plays. Yamar Washington has 
speed. If neither Taylor nor Washington delivers, the Hoosiers have plen- 
ty of youngsters itching to get the ball. Indiana must replace four of its 
top five pass catchers, including alltime leading receiver Courtney 
Roby. The top retuming player is Jahkeen Gilmore, who has size and 
speed. Chris Rudanovic and Nick Sexton will compete at tight end. With 
four starters returning, the Hoosiers have a goad foundation up front. 
But the veterans must improve-or give way to some eager youngsters. 
The most experienced player is left quard Adam Hines. Center Chris 
Mangiero is tough and physical 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Hoeppner wasted little time 
instaling his zone-bitz scheme. fhe has his way, rivals will be confused 
by the Hoosiers’ blitz, which will create turnovers while still providing 2 
measure of stability through zone concepts 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Two full-time regulars and a part- 
time starter form the nucleus of a front four that must improve, especially 
against the run. The Hoosiers weren't exactly menacing against the pass, 
either. The strang three-man end rotation is headed by Victor Adeyanju, 
Ben Ishola and Kenny Kendal. Tackle Russ Richardson is quick enough 
to get into the backfield, but the other interior spot is undecided. The 
Hoosiers lost outside linebacker Paul Szczesny, who transferred to 
Arizona State. Kyle Killion moves from the middle to the outside, where 
his speed and aggressiveness will make him a sideline-to-sideline terror. 
‘Strongside man Jake Powers works hard but lacks size, and the middle 
‘belongs to John Pannozzo, a converted fullback. The Hoosiers have 
experience in the secondary, but there's work to do. Hoeppner wants to 
do a lot of zone biitzing, and that could help the pass rush. But it can’t be 
all about the scheme. There is depth at comer. Look for Buster Larkins 
‘on one side. He's quick and can cover. Tracy Porter, who has speed and 
instincts, will battle Leslie Majors forthe other top spot. Strong safeties 
Will Meyers and Aaron Mitchell won't overwhelm with size but are smart 
and resilient. Free safety Will Lumpkin hits hard. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The punting is in great shape with Tyson 
Beattie. Lance Bennett might be small (5-5, 163), but he’s one of the 
nation’s best return men, The question is at kicker, where Austin Starr 
beat out Michael Hines to replace Bryan Robertson. 


COACHING STAFF Hoeppner has been praised as a players 
coach, but he's no laid-back jokester. He's more than willing to dispense 
wisdom and assist his players as they work their way through the col- 
lege experience, but he expects hard work, toughness and loyalty to the 
program. What else would you expect from a defensive coach? 


BOTTOM LINE Hoeppner, the former Miami (Ohio) coach, pro- 
vides hope. His schemes and staff are sound. Now, he has to improve 
the talent. He took a step in that direction with this year’s recruiting 
class, but he still has work to do. The Hoosiers are young and thin, 
Though the nonconference slate is manageable, don't count on more 
than four victories. -Michael Bradley 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 1 Jahkeen Gimore 
22 James Hardy 
1 76 Isaac Sowells 
79 Scott Anderson 
16 75 Adam Hines* 
50 Johnathan Sandberg 
© 74 Chris Mangiero* 
61 Ben Wyss 
RG 73 Brandon Hatcher* 
68 Brandon Joyce 
RT 60 Justin Frye" 
63 Sean Edmundson 
TE 89 Chris Rudanovie 
88 Nick Sexton 
WA 29 -—Ryan Skelton 
82 James Bailey 
WR 2 — Marcus Thigpen 
3 Lance Bennett 
QB 14 Blake Powers 
12 Graeme McFartand 
RB 30. Chris Taylor 
33° Yamar Washington 
K 44 Austin Starr 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 94 Victor Adeyanju 
98 Kyle Thomas 
T 55 Russ Richardson 
95 Joe Kremer 
T 62. Greg Brown 
93. Charlie Emerson 
E 99 Ben Ishola 
92 Kenny Kendal* 
OLB 45 Jake Powers 
13° Josh Moore 
MLB 34 John Pannazzo* 
35 Ryan Marando 
OLB 43 Kyle Kilion* 
46 Jake Powers 
CB 8 Buster Larkins* 
16 Chris Phillips 
SS 24 Aaron Mitchell 
39 Will Meyers 
FS 4 will Lumpkin 
5 Troy Grosfield 
CB 36 Tracy Porter* 
28 Leslie Majors 
P — 44Tyson Beattie" 
Returning starter 
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The scramble is on to make the league’s first championship game 


hen the Atlantic Coast 
Conference announced plans 
to expand in 2003, the 


assumption was the new teams would 
add a lot to the football mix but take 
away from the basketball product. 

Guess what? Going by the first season 
of the "new" ACC, the new guys— 
Miami and Virginia Tech—added a lot to 
football and didn’t hurt basketball at all. 

Virginia Tech won the league football 
title in its first season in the ACC, thanks 
in part to a victory at Miami in the regu- 
lar-season finale. Boston College finishes 
off the expansion process by moving in 
from the Big East this season, and 
although the Eagles have a football pro- 
gram that's a step below the other Big 
East defectors, their basketball program 
is at least a step above. 

But we're focusing on football here, 
and BC's addition certainly won't hurt 
the ACC's image. The Eagles have been 
to six bowls in a row and join the ACC 
fresh off winning a Big East title. Plus, 
they beat ACC member North Carolina 
in last season's Continental Tire Bowl. 

BC’s addition also means the ACC 
joins the growing list of leagues with 
championship games, The winners of 
the Coastal and Atlantic divisions meet 
December 3 in Jacksonville for the 
league crown, 

The scramble to get to the inaugural 
championship game should be a good 
one. Duke, North Carolina and Wake 
Forest look to be the only teams that 
have no shot, and Virginia Tech, Miami 


and Florida State are the teams 
with the best chances to get to 
Jacksonville. 
ASCENDING 

Georgia Tech The Yellow 
Jackets return nine starters to a 
defense that ranked 12th in the 
nation, have one of the ACC's 
best runners in PJ. Daniels and 
have a rising star at wide 
receiver in sophomore Calvin 
Johnson, They also have a 
quarterback heading into his 
third season as the starter in 
Reggie Ball (more on him later). 
Chan Gailey and his staff have 
done a nice job getting good 
performances from less-than- 
exceptional talent. That needs 
to continue. 


DESCENDING 

North Carolina The Tar Heels 
went bowling last year, but that 
won't happen this season, The 
main reason is the departure of 
quarterback Darian Durant, 
who is going to be difficult—if 
not impossible—to replace. The 
defense should be better than it 
has been in recent seasons, but 2 
Durant's departure coupled 
with a brutal schedule means a 
four-win season would be an 
achievement, 
MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 

Leon Washington, TB, Florida State 
It's too bad Washington has to share 

time with 


Lorenzo Booker. 
TENS Unit rankings ane aad 
cte A; 
ich Defense Special have a legit 
BsoktendT Wee Lae chance at a 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 1,500-yard sea- 
1, Florida State 4 ex ikea 
2. NC. State m7 apa Y 
3, Manfand 10 ae 
‘4,Boston College 6 Tin eae 
5. Clemson 2 
6. Wake Forest 2 good speed. But 
COASTAL DIVISION he also can slam 
1. Virginia Tech 8 between the 
2. Miami tackles and is an 
8. Georgia Tech adequate receiv- 
4, Vigna er. FSU's offense 


5. North Caroling 
6. Duke 


‘See if your favorite team makes our Power Poll this season at sportingnew 


figures to have 
some problems 


because it has a new line and a relative- 
ly inexperienced receiving crew. But 

there would be nothing wrong with get- 
ting Washington 18 or so carries a game. 


PLAYER WHO MUST STEP UP 

Reggie Ball, QB, Georgia Tech As 
you'd expect, Ball struggled as a true 
freshman starter in 2003. But those 
struggles carried over into 2004, and it 
can be argued that Ball was better as a 
true freshman. He threw for 2,147 yards 
and 16 touchdowns last season, but he 
also tossed 18 interceptions and com- 
pleted 49.7 percent of his passes. He 
must become more consistent or face 
getting benched. 
BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Alex Barron, OT, Florida State He 
leaves a huge hole on the Seminoles’ 
line, literally and figuratively. Barron 
might have been the best lineman in 
college ball last season and was the 


a 


ACC 


leader of a line that had three senior 
starters. His replacement? Good ques- 
tion. Coaches wouldn't mind Cory 
Niblock winning the job. Two problems: 
Niblock is moving from guard and 
missed all of spring with an injury. It 
also could be Mario Henderson, who 
hasn't received much playing time, or 
David Overmyer. One thing is known: 
Barron's replacement won't be near as 
good as Barron. 

Darian Durant, QB, North Carolina 
The little guy came up big for the Heels 
the past few seasons. He was the focal 
point of some solid offenses. But what 
now? Fifth-year senior Matt Baker, who 
has attempted 80 passes in three sea- 
sons, has the job heading into fall prac- 
tice. He'll battle sophomore Roger 
Heinz and touted incoming freshman 
Cameron Sexton, the quarterback of the 
future. To expect sterling quarterback 
play isn’t logical. The Heels just need 
Baker (or whomever wins the job) to 
avoid a rash of turnovers. 

Heath Miller, TE, Virginia Miller 
turned pro a season early, and who can 
blame him? He was the best tight end 
in the nation and stood to make a 
bunch of money. His replacement will 
be one of two former high school 
All-Americans: sophomores Jonathan 
Stupar and Tom Santi. Stupar had a 
foot injury and caught two passes last 
season. Santi was Miller's main backup 
and caught 13 passes as a true fresh- 
man. But Santi missed spring ball 
because of a shoulder injury. Miller was 
the Cavs' go-to receiver each of the 
past two seasons. Luckily for Santi and 
Stupar, they won't be burdened by 
being the go-to guy. Still, for the Cavs 
to be as good as they can be, the duo 
must combine for at least 30 catches 
and five touchdowns. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Vince Oghobaase, DT, Duke The Blue 
Devils always sign a national recruit—in 
basketball, not football. But Oghobaase, 
a 6-6, 335-pounder from Houston, is 
that rarity of rarities—an elite football 
recruit who signed with Duke. 
Oghobaase graduated from high school 
early in time to enroll at Duke for spring 
ball. He suffered a leg injury in the fifth 
spring practice, but no matter. Coaches 
and teammates realize this guy will 
help this fall. 

Fred Rouse, WR, Florida State Rouse, 
a true freshman, stayed at home to go to 
college after starring at powerhouse 
Lincoln High in Tallahassee. He's unlike- 
ly to start, but he'll get playing time 
because of his big-play capability. Rouse 
is a big guy (6-4, 195) who can run. 

Kyle Wright, QB, Miami Technically, 
Wright isn't a newcomer, having 
attempted nine passes last season as a 
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redshirt freshman. In reality, though, 
he's starting from scratch this fall. He 
must come through, or the Hurricanes 
are in big trouble. The only other schol- 
arship quarterback on the roster is red- 
shirt freshman Kirby Freeman. How can 
Miami, for gosh sakes, have just two 
scholarship quarterbacks? 
BEST BETS 

League coaches will moan and com- 
plain about Thursday night games—and 
they'll be right. Why is the ACC playing 
on Thursday nights? This isn't the WAC 
or C-USA. ... The first time Miami red- 
shirt freshman linebacker Willie 
Williams makes a tackle on national TV, 
the broadcasting crew will wax poetic 
about how great it is that Miami is giv- 
ing Williams “a chance to rehabilitate 
himself." ... League newcomer Boston 
College will pull at least one home 


upset—but also will lose to a conference 
team it has no business losing to. ... 
Four ACC backs will rush for 1,000 
yards. But for the second year in a row, 
no ACC quarterback will throw for 
3,000 yards. ... Boston College defen- 
sive end Mathias Kiwanuka will lead 
the league in sacks. .... At least eight 
ACC schools will go 3-0 in nonconfer- 
ence games. But two league teams will 
lose at least two nonconference games. 
... For the first time in his career, 
Georgia Tech quarterback Reggie Ball 
will throw more touchdown passes than 
interceptions. ... For the fourth time in 
five seasons, Florida State will not win 
at least 10 games, ... Clemson quarter- 
back Charlie Whitehurst will become 
his school’s career total yardage leader, 
and he will be a nice fit in new coordi- 


Pos. Name, school ___ Ht Wt 

WR Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech © G4 225 

WAL Lance Leggett, Mari 64 184 

TE Greg Olsen, Miami 66 5 

T —DiBrickashaw Ferguson, Viginia 65 205 

T Elie Winston, Miami 67 312 

& — Wil Montgomery, Viginia Tech «= «6-330 

& Kyle Ralph, North Carolina 64 297 

© Patrick Ross, Boston Colege G4 205 

QB Marcus Vick, Virginia Tech 60 212 

RB Leon Washington, Florida State 5-9 202 

RB PJ. Daniels, Georgia Tech 510 210 
DEFENSE 

E Mario Wiliams, N.C. State 67 285 bk 

E Mathias Kiwanuka, Boston College 67 261 Sr 

T —Ofien Haris, Miami 64 302 Ss. : 

T Brodick Bunkley, Fora State © «63.291 St. 

LB D'Owel Jackson, Mayland 60 223 St. 

LB Ahmad Brooks, Virginia 64 249 bn 

LB Emie Sims, Forida State 60 20 bE 

CB Antonio Cromartie, Forde State 3-202 J. 

CB Jimmy Wiliams, Virginia Tech 63 208 S 

S Jamaal Fudge, Clemson 510 192 Sc 

S Pat Watkins, Florida State 64 195 Se 
‘SPECIALISTS 

K Travis Bell, Georgia Tech 60 210 

P Ryan Plackemeier, Wake Forest «6-4 235 

‘KR Devin Hester, Miami 511 186 

PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Cavin Johnson, WR, Georgia Tech 


Defense: Mathias Kiwanuka, E, Boston College 


HONOR ROLL 


Best pregame atmosphere: Clemson 
Best home-field advantage: Florida State 

Worst home-field advantage: Duke 

Strongest arm: Chatie Whitehurst, Clemson 

Most dangerous scrambler: Marcus Vick, Viginia Tech 
Fastest running back: Bobby Washington, N.C. State 
Best blocking back: Quadtine Hil, Miami 

‘Most physical receiver: Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech 
Surest hands: Jeff King, TE, Viginia Tech 


nator Rob Spence's scheme. TSN 
Pos. = Ht__Wt._ Cl. 
wR 511 191 Sr. 
wR 58 185 Sr 
TE Jeff King, Viginia Tech 65 246 Sr 
T Jeremy Trueblood, Boston College 6-9 330 SF, 
T Jimmy Matin, Virginia Tech 65 905 & 
& Tyler Krieg, Duke 4 300 So 
& Derick Morse, Miami 65 295 So 
& Leroy Haris, NC. State 63° 205k. 


QB Chari Whitehurst, Clemson 64 225 Sr. 


RB Chris Barclay, Woke Forest 510 173 Sr 
RB Wal Lundy, Virginia 510 214 Sr 
DEFENSE 
E Daryl Tapp, Virginia Tech 61 268 Sr 
E Manny Lawson, N.C. State 65 245 Sr 
T Baraka Atkins, Miami 64 264 
T_ John McCargo, N.C. State 62 205 
LB Gers Wikinson, Georgia Tech «6-4. 230- Sr. 
LB AJ. Nicholson, Florida State 62 295 Sr 
LB RayHenderson, Boston College 3 227 Sr, 
CB Kell Jennings, Miami 60 178 Si. 
CB John Taley, Duke S11 180 So. 
S Greg Thret, Miami 62 198 Sy 
S — Dawen Landry, Georgia Tech 62 28 S. 
SPECIALISTS 
K Brandon Pace, Virginia Tech 510 199 Jr. 
P Adam Podlesh, Maryland 511 193 J 


KR = WillBiackmon, Boston College «60-202 Sr, 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Fred Rouse, WR, Florida State 
Defense: Msivin Alaeze, E, Maryland 


Most disruptive end: Mathias Kiwanuka, Boston College 
Best run-stuffing tackle: Orien Haris, Miami 
Hardest-hitting linebacker: Emie Sims, Florida State 
Fastest defensive back: Antonio Cromartio, Florida State 
Coach on the hot seat: Chuck Amato, N.C, State 

Best coach: Ralph Friedgen, Marland 

Best offensive coordinator: Gary Tranquil, Noth Carolina 
Best defensive coordinator: Jon Tenuta, Georgia Tech 
Best staff: Vignia Tech 


Gaines: to wien 


The conference opaner wil il the Hotes ae 
primed for a tile repeat-and whether the Wolfpack 
is a contender, N.C. State handed Virginia Tech its 
ony league losis season~n ed 


The best wali inthe nan, under he lights on 
Labor Day night. Oh, yeah: The loser is in big 
trode ate ono ae 


Anice early-season ana gare Clemson 
hasn't won at College Park since 1999. 


Some se the low laces 5 legit league 
force this season, This game wil tell alt in that 
regard, 


This is the first of a crucial three-game stretch for 
the Cavs; two of those are on the road, and the 
other is at home against Florida State, By the way, 
Ud teams really don't like each other. 


Miami started ‘o falter ‘about this ve of the year 
last season, 


Miami at Virginia Tech, Nov.5 
These former Big East rivals met forthe league tte 
last season, This one likely goes a long way toward 
determining who plays forthe ttl. 


Why isn't this game the season-ender for both? 
Tech gets North Carolina the next week, and UVa 
has Miami. 

Dream schedule 

Virginia Tech plays three of its first five on the road. 
That's the only negative, Each of those early road 
games-heck, each of the five road games~is 
winnable, Tech doesn't play Florida State and gets 
Miami in Blacksburg. The Hokies play at Virginia 
after they play host to Miami, but there's a week off 
between those games. In addition, three of the final 
four games are at home, which should mean a 
strong finish, 


Nightmare schedule 

North Carolina plays eight bowl teams from last 
season, The three nonconference games are 
against teams that lost a combined three games 
last season. Two of the first three, three of the first 
five and four of the first seven games are on the 
road, And the Tar Heels don't play back-to-back 
home games until Nov. 5-12. At least UNC doesn't 
play Florida State. 


Bowl bound 

Including newcomer Boston College, seven of the 
‘ACC's 12 teams went bowling last season. 
‘Clemson also would have gone if not for that brawl 
against South Carolina. Eight teams look bowl- 
worthy this season: Boston College, Florida State, 
Georgia Tech, Maryland, Miami, N.C. State, Virginia 
and Virginia Tech. 


Rivals.com 


Miami 


Miami 


Florida State 


Florida State 


Virginia Tech 


Florida State 


Florida State _ 


NO. State 


Fide Stale 


Clemson 
Miami 


NG. State 


Florida State 


Florida State landed five of its nine top 100 players late in the process. 
WR Fred Rouse and RB Antone Smith highlight the nation's No. 2 
class, ... Although it didn't fare as well as its in-state rival, Miami snagged 
two of the nation’s top 12 players, OT Reginald Youngblood and 

S Kenny Phillips en route to assembling the nation's No. 7 class, ... 
Virginia Tech's class was highlighted by in-state success, The Hokies land- 
ed four of Virginia's top five players, including top-ranked Victor Harris, 
QB Ike Whitaker could be a future star in Blacksburg. ... DE Melvin 
‘Alaeze, the No. 4 player in the nation, headlines Maryland's top 20 class, 
and OT Jared Gaither has NFL potential. ... RB James Davis was a 
huge pickup for Clemson; he could play ths fal. Getting LB Antonio Clay 
late also was big, ... Virginia signed a top 20 class, as well as the ACC's 
highest rated target, OT Eugene Monroe, the nation's No. 3 prospect. ... 
Duke was the surprise team in the league, and DT Vince Oghobaase, the 
No. 17 player in the country at his position, could be a force. 


1. Florida State 
2. Miami 

3. Virginia Tech 
4, Maryland 

5. Clemson 

6. Virginia 

7. NC. State 

8. North Carolina 
9. Duke 

10. Boston College 
11. Georgia Tech 
12. Wake Forest 


RUSHING 
Player, school, class. G Att Yds, _Avg. Long _TD_YPG_NCAA rk. 
_1. Leon Washington, Florida State, Sr. 10 13895169 69 7 951 29 
2. Chris Barclay, Wake Forest, St. 11_243 1,010 _42 50 
_3. Lorenzo Booker, Florida State, Jr 12173887 §3 = 
4, Wali Lundy, Viginia, St 12175 _ 864 44 
_5. Mike moh, Virginia Tech, 40 158 72046 47 

PASSING 
- Player, school, class G Att Comp. Pct Int. Yds. YdsJ/att. TD Rating NCAA rk. 
1. Marques Hagans, Virginia, Sr 12261 164 628 5 2024 78 9 1355 30 
2. Jay Davis, NC. rc 11313 175 559 15 2104 67 12 1154 _ 69 
‘3. Wyatt Sexton, Florida State, J. 10__252__139 55.2 8 1,661 66 B 1147 70 
4, Mike Schneider, Duke, Jr. 11254 150_—«59.1 71527 60 8 1144 n 
_5. Reggie Ball, Georgia Tech, J. 12 930 164 497 18 2147 65 16 1094 __ 89 

RECEIVING 
_Player, school, class G Rec. _Yds.__Long TD _RPG_YPR_YPG NCAArk, 
1. Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech, So. 12 48 837 51 740 174 698 52 
2. Vernon Davis, Maryland, Je i197 41 4B 183 401 - 
3. Eddie Royal, Virginia Tech, So. 12 28 470 80 3 23 168 39.2 =: 
4. Derick Fenner, Maryland, St 195 4303582123 ged = 
5. Ben Patrick, Duke, Jr. W 320 3H 45 1 29 97 283 - 


43 


Atlantic Division 


1. Florida State 
12 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The attack 
struggled to find its identity last year. 
Bobby Bowden will use more formations 
with one running back and three or four 
wideouts. He hopes the tweaks will 
make FSU less vulnerable to blitzes. 
Whatever the strategy, FSU must avoid 
those second- and third-and-long situa- 
tions that plagued it last season. 


Schedule 


The Citadel 


A at Bo: Drew 
Syracuse _ Weatherford 
Wake For and Xavier Lee. 
@ at Virginia Sexton's 
atDuke strength is intel- 
Maryland ———ligence. He also 
N.C. State throws tight spi- 
at Clemson —_—_—rais with deft 
6 _at Florida touch, but his 
*Monday immobility is a 
Toughest game @ Must win deficiency. 
‘A Best chance to be upset Weatherford 
and Lee are 


2004 Results 


SKILL 
POSITIONS 
The critical 
quarterback 
battle pits Wyatt 
Sexton against 


more talented, 


at Miami -L,16-10(0T) but it will take a 
ae ap while for either 

jemson . « ‘22 to grasp the 
North Carolina. W38416  otrense fully. 
at Syracuse W, 17:13 5 

Running back is 

Virginia. . W363 
at Wake Forest W,2017 the deepest 
at Maryland 12047, Position on 
Duke... W,29-7 offense. Leon 
at NC, State . 17-10 | Washington 
Florida might be the 
West Virginia* Seminoles’ best 
“Gator Bowl all-around play- 


er and leader. 

Lorenzo Booker 

can make 
defenders look silly with his elusive- 
ness. Incoming freshman Antone Smith 
is too talented to keep on the bench. 
B,J. Dean is one of the ACC's top block- 
ing fullbacks. The receiving unit must 
be rebuilt. Willie Reid, the only return- 
ing senior, has talent but has battled 
injuries. He must step up. The team is 
counting on Reid, Chris Davis, Robert 
Hallback and Kenny O'Neal to stretch 
the field. The tight ends have not been 
big factors in the passing game 


OFFENSIVE LINE New line coach Mark 
McHale has done away with FSU's 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 
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Washington g 
FSU a physical 
presence with 

ay speed. 


An ACC coach SAYS wyatt sexton wil probably start at quarterback, but you 
have to think one of those freshmen-Drew Weatherford and Xavier Lee-eventually wll win the job. Sexton 
is a tough kd, but he has zero arm strength and less mobil. ... Lean Washington isthe real deal at running 
back. He's scary because he's so physical. Lorenzo Booker is faster and has a tle more shake, but if you 
get your hands on him, you can tackle him. That retooled line is going to have problems opening holes for 
those two and in protection. ... Look at those linebackers. Ernie Sims is a man and will have a huge year. 
Then there's A.J. Nicholson and Buster Davis. Those guys are physical and can run. 


longstanding practice of flip-flopping 
blockers at the line. McHale believes 
the move will make FSU less pre- 
dictable, especially on running plays. 
The interior should be fine as long as 
the experienced players stay healthy, 
but the Seminoles have questions at the 
tackle spots. Center David Castillo is 
one of the toughest and smartest 
Seminoles. The team also should bene- 
fit from the return of right guard Matt 
Meinrod, who missed most of 2004 with 
an ACL tear. Center John Frady has 
moved to left guard. Cory Niblock has 
shifted from guard to left tackle, where 
he'll compete with Mario Henderson. 
David Overmyer probably will win the 
right tackle job 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defen- 
sive coaches will be under the micro- 
scope. The Seminoles finished third 
nationally against the run, and their vet- 
eran cornerbacks prevented big pass 
plays, But with new starters at both cor- 
ners, coordinator Mickey Andrews might 
be less inclined to inch his safeties 
toward the line to take away the run, 


FRONT SEVEN There's plenty of talent 
in the middle, Look for nose tackle 
Brodrick Bunkley to move to the other 
tackle spot, joining Clifton Dickson in a 
powerful middle duo, Kamerion 
Wimbley, the most experienced end, 
will start on the right side with Darrell 
Burston penciled in on the left end. 
Linebacker is the deepest position on 
defense, and the three returning starters 
are three of the team's most vocal lead- 
ers, Ernie Sims mans the strong side 
and is the team’s top athlete. He can 
intimidate with his fierce hitting and 
big-play potential. A.J. Nicholson is a 
superb playmaker on the weak side 
who always seems to be around the 
ball. Middle man Buster Davis is anoth- 
er sideline-to-sideline player who com- 
bines quickness with ferocious tackling. 


SECONDARY With inexperience at 
cornerback, the secondary is the 
defense’s biggest concern. The sec- 
ondary’s success will hinge on the 2004 
cornerback class of J.R. Bryant, Trevor 
Ford and Tony Carter. Bryant might 
start opposite Antonio Cromartie, who 
has superior potential but is vulnerable 
to play-action fakes. Gerard Ross also 
is in the mix. The corner play will dic- 
tate whether Andrews feels comfort- 
able bringing up his safeties to help 
defend the run. Ball-hawking free 
safety Pat Watkins is the secondary's 
best player. He's tall and rangy, and he 
needs only to grow as a leader for the 
backfield to meet its potential. Rover 
Kyler Hall is a rugged hitter but needs 
to improve in coverage. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Gary Cismesia, 


whose range tops out at about 48 yards, 
is the front-runner to replace Xavier 
Beitia. Punter Chris Hall performed well 
last season. Weak kick returns often left 
the offense in a lurch last year. 
Cromartie was the top return man, but 
he's so indispensable as a cornerback 
that coaches might not risk injuring him. 
Touted incoming freshman Fred Rouse 
is a prime candidate to return kickoffs. 
He also should battle Reid and Davis for 
punt return duties. 


COACHING STAFF Bowden hasn't lost 
his recruiting touch, and he remains 
competitive. But criticism, especially 
when it's directed at son Jeff—the 
offensive coordinator—appears to both- 
er him more than in the past. McHale, 
the lone new coach who spent his last 
three seasons as Marshall's offensive 
coordinator and line coach, might play a 
significant role in sharpening Jeff 
Bowden's often-unimaginative game 
plans. On defense, Andrews and line- 
backers coach Kevin Steele comple- 
ment each other well. 


BOTTOM LINE Florida State can't 
afford poor quarterback play. The 
offensive coaches, especially Jeff 
Bowden, are on the hot seat. And the 
Seminoles historically go as their quar- 
terback goes. So much depends on how 
the team fares in its opener against 
Miami. A win would give the team—its 
quarterback and young cornerbacks— 
confidence. There's plenty of talent, 
even if it’s inexperienced. That talent 
just needs a spark. —Josh Robbins 


Seminoles data 

Stadium: Doak Campbell (grass, 82,000) 

Site: Tallahassee, Fla. 

Coach: Bobby Bowden (278-70-4, 29 years; 
351-102-4 overall, 39 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Jeff Bowden (5th year, 
12th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Mickey Andrews 
(22nd year) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2003 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1981 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 5 

2004 record: 9-3 (defeated West Virginia 
in Gator Bowl); ACC: 6-2/2nd 

Website: www.seminoles.com 


Returning leaders 


138 ‘i 
Lorenzo Booker 113 4 
Pet n 
55.2 
MG 
By 
2 1831 
90 64 0 
Kicking XPM XPA FGM. FGA Pls 
Gary Cismesia 4 4 i 9 8 
Ad-Nichoson— 32 8115/35, 
Emie Sins a 9/83 
Buster Davis 28 (8/23 
Sacks: Sims (4.5) 


Interceptions: Antonio Cromartie, Pat Watkins (4) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 26 Willie Reid 540 186 Sr. 
81 De'Cody Fagg 63 192 So. 
1T 62 Cory Niblock* 64 301 Jr. 
75 Mario Henderson 67 307 Jr 
LG = 67 John Frady 64 298 So. 
66 Comelius Lewis 64 205 Fr 
c David Castillo* 62 304 Sr. 
58 Dumaka Atkins 64 280 Fr. 
RG 64 Matt Meinrod 64 297 Sr. 
68 Jacky Claude 64 290 So. 
73 David Overmyer 65 284 So. 
4 Geoff Bemiard 68 320 Fr. 
TE 88 Donnie Carter 64 255 Sr. 
14 Matt Henshaw 64 234 Sr. 
WR 5 Chris Davis 60 116 Jr. 
10 Lome Sam 62 26 Jr. 
QB 19 Wyatt Sexton” 63 27 Jr. 
Tl Drew Weatherford «= 63.210. 
RB 3 Leon Washington” ==» 5-9 202, Sr. 
28 Lorenzo Booker 5 187 Jr. 
FB 35 James Coleman 60 25 Sr. 
35 BJ. Dean™ 51 258 Sr. 
K 12. Gary Cismesia 51 206 So. 
KR 13 Antonio Cromartie” = 6-3 -202 Jr. 
*Retuming starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Ch 
82 Darrell Burston 62 2 J 
98 Alex Boston 63 250 So. 
52 Brodrick Bunkley* 6-3. 291 Sr. 
96 Andre Fluellen 64 278 So. 
$7 Clifton Dickson 64 310 

Emmanuel Dunbar 6-5 265 
95 Kamerion Wimbley 6-4 234 ‘Sr, 
82 DJ. Norris 63 252 So. 
54 AJ. Nicholson* 62 235 Sr. 
38 Marcello Church B41 223 Sr. 
7 Buster Davis* S237 dh. 
44 Sam McGrew 63 230 Sr. 
34 Emie Sims* 60 220 Jr 
83. Lawrence Timmons 6-3. 225 So. 
13. Antonio Cromartie «3-202 dr. 
29° Tony Carter 59 156 Fr 
41 Kyler Hall 61 m1 S: 
42. Kenny Ingram 66 208 Fr. 
22 Pat Watkins* 64 185 Sr, 
8B Roger Wiliams 61 199 So. 
18 AR. Bryant 61 181 So, 
Tl Gerard Ross 62 198 Sr. 
48° Chris Hall 510 216 Sr. 
26 Willie Reid 510 186 Sr. 
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Wolfpack data 

Stadium: Carter-Finley (grass, 
56,800) 

Site: Raleigh, N.C. 

Coach: Chuck Amato (39-23, 

5 years; 15th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Mare Trestman (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Steve Dunlap (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1979 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 26 
2004 record; 5-6; ACC: 3-5/T8th 
Website: www.gopack.com 


Schedule 


Date 


Opponent 


Sept. 4 a Virginia Tech” —_ 
Sept. 17 Eastern Kentucky _ 
Sept. 24 North Carolina 


at Georgia Tech** 


2 at Wake Forest 
Oct. 29 Souther Miss 
mat Florida State 


*Sunday 


“Thursday 
Hi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


Wake Forest 
at North Carolina. 


at Clemson . L, 26-20 
Georgia Tech. L, 24-14 
Florida State 1,170 

W, 52-14 
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d. N.C. State 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator Marc Trestman 
plans to install the West Coast offense. At the same time, Trestman 
‘wants to be known for a strong, physical running game, and that should 
be where he starts. N.C. State's strength is its stable of tough, talented 
running backs, and Tresiman is smart enough to use them. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL There's no way to sugarcoat the 
deficiencies at quarterback last year. Jay Davis is inteligent but has a 
slight build and lacks athletic ability and a strong arm. Marcus Stone is a 
bigger, more athletic option, but he hasn't stepped up. Losing running 
back T.A. McLendon hurts, but Chuck Amato should find a capable 
replacement. As freshmen last season, Darrell Blackman displayed 
straight-ahead speed and toughness, and Bobby Washington was shifty 
with good hands. Incoming freshmen Toney Baker and Andre Brown are 
power backs who also have speed, There are questions at receiver. 
Richard Washington, the fastest and most reliable wideout, is gone, and 
the school isn't saying why. John Dunlap was emerging late last season 
but sat out the spring with torn knee ligaments. Lamart Barrett must 
emerge. Tramain Hall gives N.C. State one proven commodity. Brian 
Clark and Sterling Hicks had disappointing seasons. Tight end again will 
be a strength, with TJ. Williams, who led the team in catches, and John 
Ritcher returning. N.C. State returns three line starters one year after 
injuries decimated the unit. Right tackle Derek Morris should contend for 
All-ACC honors. Center Leroy Harris probably was the Wolfpack's best 
lineman a year ago. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Steve Dunlap, the new coordina~ 
tor, held the same position at Syracuse. Despite the change in coordina 
tors, Amato doesn't want to change much. The Wolfpack was aggres- 
‘sive with its dominating front four last season. Though N.C. State gave 
Up big plays in man coverage, it made plenty of tackles in the backfield, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Manny Lawson and Mario 
Williams should be the premier duo of ends in the ACC. Willams is 
thicker than Lawson and not quite as fast but is a more well-rounded 
player, Tackles DeMarcus “Tank” Tyler and John McCargo have shown 
signs of becoming dominant, and DeMario Pressley should begin to live 
up to his hype. Oliver Hoyte will man the middle. Weakside linebacker 
Stephen Tulloch missed spring practice after having shoulder surgery in 
January. LeRue Rumph has impressed with his toughness and will start 
‘on the strong side. The way N.C. State brings pressure with its front 
often leaves defensive backs isolated in coverage, and that proved trou- 
blesome at times last season. Comerbacks Marcus Hudson and AJ. 
Davis probably will do a better job securing the outside, JJ. Jones and 
Miguel Scott lack starting experience but have athletic abilty to become 
dependable at free safety. Garland Heath is a big, physical rover. 


SPECIAL TEAMS This area should be a strength, as usual. John 
Deraney handled punting, kicking and kickoffs last season, and it proved 
to be a heavy load. Deraney punted well, but his field-goal accuracy suf- 
fered late in the season. Blackman, who scored on a punt return against 
Florida State last season, and Hall will etum punts. Look for Blackman 
to return kickoffs, along with Hudson and Bobby Washington. 


COACHING STAFF Amato's top three assistants took jobs at 
‘SEC schools: defensive coordinator Reggie Herring (Arkansas), offen- 
sive coordinator Noel Mazzone (Mississippi) and recruiting coordinator 
John “Dac” Holliday (Florida). Dwayne Dixon, the new receivers coach, 
had coached at Florida since 1990. 

BOTTOM LINE Teams without capable quarterbacks don't win 
‘many games now that defenses get safeties involved in stopping the 
run. Regardless, the Wolipack has a favorable schedule and likely will 
get back to a bowl after being shut out last year. —Ken Tysiac 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 87 Brian Clark 
82 John Dunlap 
1T 78 James Newiy 
54 Merci Falaise 
LG 94 John Amanchukwat 


62 Dwayne Hemdon 


C64 Leroy Harris” 
75 John McKeon* 

RG 69 Kalani Heppe 
72 Luke Lathan 

RT 71 Derek Morris* 
73 Jon Holt 

TE 80 TJ. Williams 


15 John Ritcher 
WR 13. Lamart Barrett” 
5 Sterling Hicks 
10 Jay Davis* 
9 Marcus Stone 
26 Bobby Washington 
2 Darrell Blackman 


‘SB 21 Tramain Hall” 
46 Andrew Evans 

K 12. John Deraney* 

DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E = 9 Mario Williams* 
Willie Young 

T 90 John McCargo 
41 Martrel Brown 

T 72 DeMarcus Tyler* 
92 DeMario Pressley 

— 91 Manny Lawson* 
33 Raymond Brooks 

WLB 50 Stephen Tulloch* 
83 Marcus Howell 

MLB 22 Oliver Hoyte* 
56 Pat Lowery 

SLB 29 LeRue Rumph 


45 Emest Jones 
1 Marcus Hudson 


8 Jimmie Sutton 
ROV 19 Garland Heath 

34 DaJuan Morgan 
FS 4 JJ. Jones 

25 Miguel Scott 
CB 3 Ad. Davis 

24 Phillip Holloman 
P12 John Deraney* 


“Returning starter 


>. 
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Terrapins data 


Stadium: Byrd (grass, 51,500) 
Site: College Park, Md, 
Coach: Ralph Friedgen (36-14, 
4 years; 14th at school) 
Offensive coordinator; 

Charlie Taaffe (Sth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Gary Blackney (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2001 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 17 
2004 record: 5-6; ACC: 3-5/T8th 
Website: www.umterps.com 


Schedule 


Date Opponent 

Sept. Navy* : 
Sept. 10 Clemson 

Sept. 17 West Virginia 

Sept. 24 at Wake Forest 
Oct. 1 A Virginia 

Oct. 8 at Temple 
Oct. 20 Virginia Tech** 
Oct. 29 Mat Florida State _ 
Nov. 12 at North Carolina 
Nov. 19 Boston College 
Nov. 26 at N.C. State 


*at Baltimore **Thursday 
i Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Northern llinois 
Temple. . 
at West Virginia 
at Duke 
Georgia Tech. 
NC. State. 
at Clemson 
Florida State . 
at Virgini 
at Virginia Tech . 
Wake Forest, 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Ralph Friedgen has eamed a 
reputation as an offensive guru~and deservedly so. But after last sea- 
son, he might have coordinator Charlie Taaffe scale back his intricate 
passing offense. The quarterbacks seemed confused by the multiple for 
mations, quick reads and vast audibles. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Sam Hollenbach has 
size, arm strength and appears to be cool under pressure. Running back 
Josh Allen was being counted on to have a big season but tore an ACL 
last year and probably will redshirt. Mario Merrlls will get frst shot, but 
Keon Lattimore has the biggest upside. After playing much of last sea- 
‘son without a traditional fullback, Friedgen plans to install a lead blocker. 
Derrick Fenner might be the most athletically gifted of the receivers. The 
Terps need more production from Jo Jo Walker, Danny Melendez and 
Drew Weatherly. Vernon Davis is one of the ACC's best tight ends. 
Friedgen likes to use him as a traditional tight end and H-back to take 
advantage of matchups, The Terrapins have a solid anchor up front in 
left tackle Stephon Heyer. Andrew Crummey moves from right guard to 
center. Russell Bonham, possibly the unit's best run blocker, is the right 
guard, Donnie Woods, an intelligent and savvy player, is the favorite to 
start at left guard, Brandon Niron could start at right tackle, but he has 
been a disappointment and is being pressed by Scott Burley. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The team’s switch to a 4-3 paid 
dividends last year. Coordinator Gary Blackney's unit kept Maryland in 

games when the offense struggled. Maryland consistently has fielded a 
good run defense under Blackney. Expect that to continue 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Two unproven players will try to 
replace star Shawne Merriman at drop end. Jermaine Lemons is best at 
stopping the run; Trey Covington is a better pass rusher and fast 
‘enough to cover. Keep an eye on freshman Melvin Alaeze. Nose tackle 
Rob Armstrong is a proven run-stopper but might have trouble moving 
Dre Moore out of the starting job. They'll be helped inside by Conrad 
Bolston, Carlos Feliciano and Jack Griffin. Replacing Kevin Eli at rush 
end won't be easy. Omarr Savage is untested but has potential. Mack 
Frost is another tall pass rusher. The Terrapins will have one of the 
fastest linebacking units in the ACC. D'Qwelll Jackson is a relentless 
sideline-to-sideline pursuer. Strongside man David Holloway is great 
against the run. If the Terrapins can't find a suitable replacement at drop 
end, Holloway could move there. That would open the door for Eric Lenz 
or Jeris Smith. Weakside linebacker William Kershaw played well in his 
first season as a starter. Maryland loses three defensive back starters 
from a strong unit. Gerrick McPhearson should inherit Domonique 
Foxworth’s role against opponents’ best receivers. Josh Wilson wil start 
on the other side. Marcus Wimbush and Isaiah Gardner will battle at 
strong safety. Christian Varner has won the free safety job. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Maryland often was able to overcome its lack 
of offensive punch with outstanding special teams. But two big contribu: 
tots, kicker Nick Novak and return man Steve Suter, are gone. Dan 
Ennis and Obi Egekeze will battle for kicking duties. Adam Podlesh is 
‘one of the best punters in the country. Walker and Fenner probably will 
retum kickoffs, and Walker will ry to replace Suter on punt retums. 
COACHING STAFF During his team's struggles last year, 
Friedgen hinted that he might make changes to his staff. Changes were 
made but by attrition rather than design. 

BOTTOM LINE [i Friedgen is able to fix problems at quarterback 
and tailback, the Terrapins are good enough on both lines to be compet- 
itive, The defense and special teams are solid and will have to come up 
big every week to keep the Terrapins from spending their second con- 
secutive postseason at home. ~Mark Schlabach 
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OFFENSE 


Derrick Fenner* 
Drew Weatherly 
Stephon Heyer* 
Dane Randolph 
Donnie Woods 
Jaimie Thomas 
Andrew Crummey* 
Edwin Wiliams 
Russell Bonham* 
Garrick Ctig 
Brandon Nixon 
Scott Burley 
Vernon Davis* 
Derek Millor* 

Jo Jo Walker 
Danny Melendez 
‘Sam Hollenbach 
Jordan Steffy 
Mario Merril 
Keon Lattimore 
Ricardo Dickerson 
Tim Cesa 

Dan Ennis 


DEFENSE 


Omarr Savage 
Mack Frost 

Dre Moore 

Rob Armstrong 
Conrad Bolston* 
ack Griffin 
Jermaine Lemons 
Trey Covington 
Wiliam Kershaw* 
Erin Henderson: 
‘D'Qwell Jackson 
Wesley Jefferson 
David Holloway* 
Jeris Smith 
Gerrck McPhearson* 
Kevin Barnes 
Isaiah Gardner 
Marcus Wimbush 
Christian Varner 
Jad, Justioe 

Josh Wilson 
Richard Taylor 
‘Adam Padlesh* 


“*Retumning starter 


62 
62 
5410 
bt 
51 
501 
541 
B41 
59 
510 
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319 


226 


34 


248, 
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Eagles data 
Stadium: Alumni (artificial, 44,500) 
Site: Chestnut Hill, Mass, 
Coach: Tom O'Brien (67-39, 8 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Dana Bible 
(7th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Frank Spaziani (7th year, 
9th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2004 (Big 
East, tie) 
Last time didn't go to a bowl: 1998 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 35 
2004 record: 9-3 (beat North 
Carolina in Continental Tire 
Bowl); Big East: 4-2/Tist 
Website: www.bceagles.com 


Sept. at BYU 
Sept. 10 Army 
lorida State 


Ball State _ 
aVirginia 
Wake Forest 

at Virginia Tech* 
at North Carolina _ 
Nov. 12 @N.C. State 


“Thursday 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
«W, 19-11 


Connectiout ... 
‘at Wake Forest . 
Massachusetts. 
at Pittsburgh. 
at Notre Dame 
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4. Boston College 


National rank 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Eagles are at their best 
when playing smashmouth football. But Tom O'Brien was more aggres- 
sive last season on offense, when he allowed coordinator Dana Bible to 
open up the passing game and even ran a gutsy fake field goal in the 
bowl game against North Carolina, Bible has established himself as one 
of the country's better offensive minds. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL O'Brien's unusual decision to red- 
shirt 2008 starter Quinton Porter last season could pay big dividends. 
Porter should benefit from a learning season on the sideline. Because of 
injuries, four running backs logged more than 60 cartes last season. 
The bad news is that the Eagles failed to produce a 1,000-yard rusher 
for the fist time in seven seasons. The good news is that all four are 
back. LV, Whitworth is slated to start, but Andre Callender is on his 
heels. Both have 1,000-yard potential. Converted defensive back Larry 
Lester is the only experienced receiver, so the Eagles are experimenting. 
The most intriguing idea involves talented cornerback Will Blackmon, 
who performed well enough over the spring to make coaches consider a 
fulrtime switch, Plan B is to keep Blackmon at cornerback and hope 
that a handful of youngsters steps up. Chief among those are Tony 
Gonzalez, Jason Lily, Kevin Challenger and redshirt freshman Brandon 
Robinson. The Eagles are in better shape at tight end with Chris Miller 
The line took the brunt of criticism for the offense's inabilty to run last 
year. But al five starters are back and should be better. Right guard 
Josh Beekman is the best player up front. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Frank Spaziani does 
a great job of scheming around his players. Want proof? Three years 
ago, the Eagles ranked high nationally in pass dofense; in 2003, they 
ranked second in the Big Eastin total and rush defense. Last year’s 
team ranked 12th nationally in scoring defense (16.9), 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL End Mathias Kiwanuka will be the 
leader of a front that figures to be the team’s strength, He has a light: 
ning-quick first step, but he sometimes struggles to fight through dou- 
ble-teams because of his slender build, Nick Larkin and Jeff Burns wil 
battle to start atthe other end, B.J, Raj, Al Washington and Ron Brace 
form a strong tackle rotation, Weakside linebacker Brian Toa ved up to 
his hype as a freshman, He has the speed to play sideline to sideline, 
Tough, hard-nosed Ray Henderson retumns in the middle, but backup 
Jolonn Dunbar is more athletic and faster. Strongside linebacker Ricky 
Brown is an active force who led the team in tackles. The Eagles can 
afford to tinker with Blackmon because of the emergence of DeJuan 
Tribble and Jazzmen Wiliams. Both have speed and cover skils but are 
shorter than 6-10. I Blackmon moves to receiver, he probably will be 
spotted occasionally in coverage, Ryan Glasper played well at strong 
safety last year and excels in run support. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Ryan Ohliger made 13 of 19 field-goal 
attempts. Punter Johnny Ayers, who averaged 39.3 yards, had 21 of 63 
punts downed inside the 20-yard line. Ayers gets hang time, which 
results in good coverage. Blackmon returned a kickoff 96 yards for a 
touchdown last season and a punt 71 yards for a score, Tribble returned 
two punts for touchdowns, 

COACHING STAFF O'Brien is a no-nonsense coach who stress- 
es fundamentals and despises mental mistakes, He has brought stabiliy 
to a program that was reeling when he arrived in 1997, But he continues 
to flirt with other opportunities, causing some Boston College adminis- 
trators to wonder how dedicated to the school he is. 

BOTTOM LINE Despite playing in a tougher league, a weak non- 
conference schedule should help ensure the Eagles gain a second-tier 
bowl invitation forthe seventh straight season, ~Mark Schlabach 


Pos. 


WR 


Pos. 


cB 


Pp 


OFFENSE 
No. Name Ht = Wt. 
6 Larry Lester 58 183 
26 Tony Gonzalez 5-1 190 
72 Jeremy Trueblood* 6-9 330 
74 — Ryan Poles 64 305 
70 James Marten* 68 313 
63 Shadu Moore 6-3 308 
66 Patrick Ross* 6-4 295 
61 Kevin Sheridan 63 286 
75 Josh Beekman* 62 320 
67 Tom Anevski 63 280 
71 Gosder Cherilus* 67 310 
78 Ty Hall 6-5 290 
88 Chris Miller 6-5 258 
87 Trey Koziol 65 255 
1 Will Blackmon 60 202 
82 Jason Lilly 62 213 
18 Quinton Porter* 65 233 
12 Matt Ryan 65 221 
30 LV. Whitworth* 6-0 222 
32 Andre Callender S199 
49 Mark Palmer* 63 245 
47 Paddy Lynoh 6-2 237 
37 Ryan Ohliger* 5-9 195 
DEFENSE 
No. Name Ht | Wt 
94 Mathias Kiwanuka* 6-726 
51 Jake Ottoini 64 254 
56 Al Washington® 64 200 
58 Justin Bell 6-3 308 
90 Bu. Raji 6-4 322 
60 Ron Brace 6-3 361 
57 Nick Larkin 64 6 
53° Jeff Burns 64 240 
16 Brian Toal* B41 223 
43. Ray Lankford 61 229 
3 Ray Henderson 63 27 
40 Jolonn Dunbar 6-1 225 
55 Ricky Brown* 6-2 228 
48. Tyronne Pritt S22 
27 Deduan Tribble 59 187 
1 Will Blackmon* 60 202 
24 Ryan Glasper* 6-0 205 
29° Taji Morris. 510 188 
9 Lary Anam 6-0 197 
44 Jamie Silva 5) 208 
4 Jazmen Williams 5-8 181 
21 Brad Mueller S186 
46 Johnny Ayers Si 179 


*Retuming starter 
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Tigers data 

Stadium: Memorial (grass, 
81,473) 

Site: Clemson, S.C. 

Coach: Tommy Bowden (44-29, 

6 years; 62-33 overall, 8 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Rob Spence (1st year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Vie Koenning (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1991 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 13 
2004 record: 6-5; ACC: 4-4/T6th 
Website: www.clemsontigers.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 3 Texas ARM 


Temple = 
A at Georgia Tech 
D 
Nov.12 Florida State 

Nov. 
*Thursday: 

B Toughest game @ Must win 

‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Wake Forest. 


W, 37-30 (2 OT) 


at Florida State 
at Virginia 
Utah State 


N.C. State 26. 
at Miami W, 24-17 (OT) 
at Duke L, 16-13 


South Carolina. - W, 29-7 
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BOB LEVERONE /TSN 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Former Toledo assistant Rob 
Spence becomes Tommy Bowden's fourth coordinator in seven years. 
He wants a better running game, but Spence never was known for his 
running attacks at Toledo, He is nicknamed “The Mad Scientist” 
because of his creative schemes and the long office hours he logs, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Coming off a cisappointing year, 
quarterback Charlie Whitehurst will be able to check from run to pass, 
or vice versa, without help from the sideline. And Spence will install 
more high-percentage passes; it's up to Whitehurst to make proper 
reads while still throwing downfield. The running game has struggled. 
Reggie Merriweather, a tough runner with speed, appears to be the 
starter. Duane Coleman, who can catch, is a shifty little runner. There 
will be fewer four-receiver formations with increased use of the tight 
end. That's probably good because this is a paper-thin unit filed with 
players who dropped too many passes a year ago. The Tigers need 
Kelvin Grant to step up. Chansi Stuckey is a quick, small receiver with 
moves. Curtis Baham also will get a look, as will La’Donte Harris and 
Chris Jefferson. The importance of the tight end to the new scheme is 
illustrated by the return of Bobby Williamson from defensive end, For 
‘years, Clemson's toughness in the trenches has been questioned. A 
finesse offense has relied primarily on deception and the pass. Now 
with size and experience up front, it will be interesting to see ifthe 
Tigers trust their line enough to commit to the run. Tackle Barry 
Richardson is a future star. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator Vic Koenning, 
the former Wyoming head coach, has a repuation for creating tumovers. 
His defense willbe multiple and versatile, featuring such hybrid postions 
as the “bandit"~a combination end/outside linebacker—and “cata strong 
‘safety/linebacker. It will be a departure from Clemson's traditional 4-3. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL End Charles Bennett is a leader 
and the best rusher on a line that has finished strong in recent years. 
Look for Gaines Adams in the bandit position, He must improve against 
the run, The emergence of end Philip Merling was a big reason 
Williamson moved back to tight end. Cory Groover possesses big:play 
talent at nose tackle, Trey Tate is solid at the other tackle, but he won't 
overwhelm. There are questions at linebacker. Anthony Waters will get 
first crack at replacing Leroy Hill in the middle. Waters must show he 
can sustain speed and has quickness to make plays, Weakside line- 
backer David Dunham is a hard hitter with instincts, Strongside man 
‘Tramaine Bille plays with tenacity and can cover. Justin Miller's early 
departure leaves a hole at the cornerback spat opposite Tye Hil in a 
secondary that lacks depth. Sergio Gillam, who has size (6-3) and 
hands but must get physical, will try to fil it. Hill lacks size but has NFL 
potential. Free safety Jamaal Fudge packs a punch, C.J, Gaddis, who 
‘may be the team's most gifted athlete, will start at the other safety spot. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Jad Dean has a booming leg but has 
problems with acouracy. Stephen Furr wil push for the job. Punter Cole 
Chason can boom it. The coverage units improved dramatically last sea- 
son, and the Tigers blocked four kicks. Gaddis, Stuckey, Coleman and 
Grant got spring auditions as return men. 

COACHING STAFF Bowden views himself as a CEO. Spence, a 
pupil of run-and-shoot guru Mouse Davis, is @ perfectionist who will take 
a different tone than the mild-mannered former coordinator Mike O'Cain, 
Koenning drew early praise as a players coach who demands effort. 
BOTTOM LINE The talent is there for seven or eight wins. But with 
all the changes and a tough early schedule, this will be an unpredictable 
team, one that could struggle to win ive games. The stakes are high, as 
Clemson tries to become a player again in the ACC. —Jon Solomon 


National rank (2 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 88 Kelvin Grant 
85 Andrew Diomande 
LT 79 Barry Richardson* 
73 ‘Tim DeBeer 
LG 64 Chip Myrick 
7% Brandon Pilg 
G 62 Dustin Fry 
72 Roman Fry 
RG 63. Nathan Bennett 
71 Bobby Hutchinson 
75 Marion Dukes* 
67 Christian Capote 
81 Bobby Williamson 
68 Cole Downer 
WR 2 —Chansi Stuckey* 
26 La'Donte Haris 
QB 6 Charlie Whitehurst 
14 Will Proctor 
RB 37 Reggie Merriweather* 
3 Duane Coleman 
SB 8 Curtis Baham* 
19 Chris Jefferson 
K 7 Jad Dean* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
BAN 93 Gaines Adams 
45 Cortney Vincent 
NT 7 Cory Groover 
44 Donnell Clark 
T 92 Trey Tate 
1 Chris McDuffie 
E 86 Charles Bennett™ 
Philip Merting 
WLB 31 David Dunham 
32 Nick Watkins 
MLB 40 Anthony Waters* 
43. Antonio Clay 
SLB 20 Tramaine Billie* 
42. Maurice Nelson 
cB 8 = Wehill® 
22 Chris Clemons 
SS 12 Cu. Gaddis 
23 Tavaghn Monts 
FS 24 Jamaal Fudge 
7 Roy Walker 
CB 15 Sergio Gilliam 
16 Brandon Nolen 
P30 Cole Chason 
“Returning starter 


6-2 


67 


wt. 
216 
190 
350 
280 
230 
285 
315 
295 
315 
305 
315 
300 
255 
263 
190 
185 
225 
210 
25 
195 
195 
110 
208 


wt. 
261 
235 
280 
an 
215 
310 
254 
265 
21 
om 
231 
220 
205 
22 
118 
195 
207 
188 
192 
199 
178 
198 
163 


Demon Deacons data 
Stadium: Groves (grass, 31,500) 
Site: Winston-Salem, N.C. 
Coach: Jim Grobe (22-25, 
4 years; 55-58-1 overall, 
10 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Steed Lobotzke (3rd year, 
5th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Dean Hood 
(Sth year) 
Offensive scheme: Flexbone 
Defensive scheme; 4-3 
Last league title won: 1970 
Last bow! appearance: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 51 
2004 record: 4-7; ACC: 1-7/T10th 


Website: 
www.wakeforestsports.com 
Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 1 Vanderbilt* 
Sept. 10 _ at Nebraska 
Sept. 17 East Carolina 
Sept. 24 @ Maryland 
Oct. 1 Clemson 
Oct. 8 Mat Florida State 
Oct. 15 at Boston College 
Oct. 22 ANC, State 
Oct.29 at Duke 
Nov.5 at Georgia Tech 
Nov. 17 Miami* 
“Thursday 


M Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


at Clemson... 
at East Carolina. 


« L, 37-30 (207) 
<W, 31-17 


North Carolina A&T W, 42:3 
Boston College . W, 17-14 
at NC, State. L, 27-21 (OT) 
Virginia Tech . 41740 
Florida State . L, 20-17 
Duke ... W, 24-92 


North Carolina 
at Miami. 
at Maryland 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Jim Grobe deftly uses misdirec- 
tion, He makes opponents defend the corners with his “orbit sweep” 
Then, when he gets them spread out, he hits up the middle with runs. 
The result is an effective rushing attack that shortens games against 
opponents with more talent and depth. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The big question at quarterback: 
Who wil start, Benjamin Mauk or Cory Randolph? They played nearly 
50-50 at the end of last season, but Grobe would prefer to have one 
seize the job. It ikely will be Mauk, a capable athlete and leader. Grobe 
believes Mauk has the abiity to be one of the best quarterbacks in the 
conference, There aren't many better backs in the ACC than Chris 
Barclay, who is tough and durable. Wideout Jason Anderson will be 
‘missed, meaning Nate Morton must step up. Chris Davis and Kevin 
Marion showed big'play flashes last season. The Deacons need more 
from Willie Idlette, Tight ends John Tereshinski (6-4) and Zac Selmon 
(6-5) are tall targets. Opponents hate to face this line, which soratches, 
claws and fights harder than any in the league, Some foes have accused 
the Deacons of playing dity; others express admiration for their determi- 
nation, Four starters return, headed by right tackle Steve Valls. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Wake Forest changed to a 4-3 
last season after using a 9-3-5 early in Grobe's tenure=when the 
Deacons didn't have enough talented linemen to play a fourman front 
Now they must improve against the pass, The coaches hope a more 
effective pass rush wil ease pressure on the secondary and help the 
defense get of the field more effectively 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Wake is amassing depth and tal- 
ent at end, which could augment the pass rush, End Matt Robinson 
lacks athleticism, but his motor never stops. Coaches also are high on 
end Jeremy Thompson. Tackle Goryal Scales provides stabiliy to an oth: 
cerwise young interior. Tackle Zach Stukes is one of the team’s most 
physical players, Middle linebacker Jon Abbate is one of the best young 
playmakers in the conference, Weakside linebacker Pierre Easley has 
size and enough speed fo chase down running backs, Strongside line- 
backer Jason Pratt will have to fight off four talented redshirt freshmen 
to keep his job. The secondary needs work with comers Eric King and 
Marcus McGruder gone, Riley Swanson gets first crack at one of the 
openings. Coaches believe he can be dependable, The problem will be 
con the other comer, Johnny Edwards will get a long look because he 
has the most experience in a group that has virtually none, Strong safety 
Patrick Ghee and free safety Josh Gattis are returning starters. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Ryan Plackemeier is one of Wake 
Forest's most valuable assets. New kicker Sam Swank has plenty of leg 
strength, but no one will know how good he can be until he tests his 
Jeg-and nerves-in game conditions, Marion's speed makes him a threat 
to break a long kickoff return, ldlette will return punts again, 


COACHING STAFF The longevity of Grobe's staff is the greatest 
testimony to the camaraderie at Wake Forest. Loyalty and satisfaction 
also keep the staff intact; coaches and their families have developed 
friendships, and their children have grown up playing together. Wake 
Forest's players appreciate the corny sayings Grobe uses to motivate 
them, waming them they're not playing “Jerusalem Teachers College” 
and exhorting them to play lke their hair is on fire. 

BOTTOM LINE The Deacons’ bow! fortunes could be decided by 
how well they throw and defend the pass. If the quarterbacks don't 
improve their accuracy, Wake Forest won't make enough big plays to 
defeat quality opponents. And ifthe secondary doesn't do a better job, 
there will be more late-game heartbreak for a program that already has 
had its share. ~Ken Tysiac 


National rank 


WA 


Pos. 


MLB 


71 


OFFENSE 

No. Name HL Wt 
14 Kevin Marion 59 159 
82 Willie Idlette* S115 
72 Wesley Bryant* 6-4 293 
78 Lovis Frazier 64 298 
61 Arby Jones* 64 256 
62 Brodie Overstreet = «6-7 310 
66 Greg Adkins 63 290 
TA Stove Justice 64 280 
79 Matt Brim* 66 305 

Chris DeGeare 6-4 340 
15 Stove Vallos* 63 297 
Tl Eric Gaskins 63 291 
84 Zao Selmon* 65 234 
89 John Tereshinski 6-4 225 
83 Nate Morton* 64 196 
5 Ghris Davis 5 182 

Benjamin Mauk 64 205 
Cory Randolph* 641 194 
28 Chis Barclay* 510 173 
13. Micah Andrews 540 206 
49° Damon McWhite* = 62253 
35 Richard Belton 64 230 
38 Sam Swank 61 180 

DEFENSE 

No, Name Ht = Wt. 
42. Matt Robinson* 62 226 
85. dyles Tucker 64 250 
95 Zach Stukes 64 279 
90 Jamil Smith 63 281 
57 Goryal Soales* 60 283 
81 John Finklea 65 213 
98 Jeremy Thompson* 65-230 
48° Bryan Andrews 66 252 
51 Pierre Easley 60 246 
43° Stanley Arnoux 62 218 
40 Jon Abbate* 60 207 
34 Napoleon Sykes 510 222 
44 Jason Pratt 63 226 
59 Aaron Curry 63 210 
7 Riley Swanson 60 178 
10 Kevin Patterson 6 15 
30 Patrick Ghee* 6-2 204 
32 Aaron Mason 540 190 
22 Josh Gattis* 62 196 
20 Chip Vaughn 62 190 
23° Johnny Edwards = 5-10 183 
1 Alphonso Smith 510 180 
81 Ryan Plackemeier* 64-235 


*Retuming starter 
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ACC 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator 
Bryan Stinespring, who also oversees 
the line, has the advantage of working 
with quarterbacks coach Kevin Rogers, 
a former coordinator at Syracuse and 
Notre Dame. Although Stinespring 
favors a power running game and 
mobile quarterback, he welcomes and 
uses Rogers’ ideas on the passing game. 
The Hokies increased the role of their 
tight end with 


Coastal Division 


Vick is tough to 

defend because 

he makes plays 

with his feet and 
arm. 


Schedule great success 
last year, and a 

Sept.4 a at N.C. State* group of talent- 

Sept. 10 at Duke ed young 

Sept. 17 Ohio receivers 

Sept. 24 Georgia Tech enables them to 

Oct. 1 at West Virginia spread the field. 

Oct.8 Marshall SKILL 

Oct, 20 at Maryland** POSITIONS 

Oct. 27 Boston College** Quarterback 

Nov. 6 Miami Marcus Vick is 

Nov. 19 @ at Virginia the starter if he 

Nov. 26 North Carolina steers clear of 


“Sunday **Thursday_ 
Toughest game ® Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
USC cereas 
Western Michigan 
Duke ... : 


ob, 24-13 
. W, 63-0 
W, 41-17 


NG. State wb A716 
West Virginia. vo W, 1943 
at Wake Forest «W170 
Florida A&M sees W620 
at Georgia Tech........W, 34-20 
at North Carolina. W, 27-24 
Maryland W, 65-6 
Virginia, W, 24-10 
at Miami W, 16-10 
‘Auburn** 1 ob 1613 
‘at Landover, Md, 

“Sugar Bowl 


off-field issues. 
Vick is more 
polished as a 
thrower now 
than his older 
brother, 
Michael, the 
Atlanta Falcons’ 
quarterback, 
was at this point 
in his career, He 
has a nice touch 
on the deep ball 
and short 
throws, and he 
has the 
strongest arm of 
the quarter- 
backs. He also 
has that Vick 


intangible of breaking containment and 
making something big happen with his 
athleticism and speed, He has run the 
40 in 4,33 seconds. Sean Glennon, the 
backup last season, figures to handle 
that role again. Despite his short 
stature, Mike Imoh (5-7, 195) has 
proved he can be an every-down back. 
He's a shifty power runner who can get 
to the outside. Cedric Humes is a brute 
in contrast to Imoh. Now that Jared 
Mazzetta has exhausted his eligibility, 
fullback John Kinzer has returned to the 
position and joined a high-powered 


E 
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An ACC coach SAYS | don't think there is any question Tech can compete for the 
national tile~# Mareus Vick plays up to his potential. That's one huge if. Will he be a leader, or will he get in more 
trouble? He has to get his teammates behind him and do the right things to keep their trust... They are loaded at 
running back. Cedric Humes is a big back who did a nice job. Mike Imoh can go side-to-side. ... Those young 
receivers are talented and can be diference makers f Tech can get them the ball. Jash Hyman is going to be a 
special player, and Eddie Royal isn't far behind, ... Darryl Tapp was playing as well as any end in the ACC by the 
end of last season and should have a huge year. ... Comerback Jimmy Williams is a big, physical guy 


tight end unit that also includes Jeff 
King and Duane Brown. Last season's 
emphasis on the tight ends might have 
been a compensation for youth among a 
receiving unit that included four fresh- 
men. Three of them—Eddie Royal, Josh 
Hyman and Josh Morgan—project as 
stars, David Clowney is another threat. 


OFFENSIVE LINE Walk-on Will 
Montgomery filled in capably for 2003 
Rimington Award winner Jake Grove at 
center last season, but the Hokies hope 
Danny McGrath or Ryan Shuman can 
take over to free up Montgomery for a 
move to left guard. Virginia Tech will 
have to replace right tackle Jon Dunn, 
but Reggie Butler seems up to the task. 
Left tackle Jimmy Martin might have 
been the best lineman last season, 
Jason Murphy should step into the rota- 
tion at right guard. If Montgomery is 
needed at center, Brandon Gore can 
play guard. Depth could be a problem. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Tech 
embraces many elements of the wide- 
tackle-six popularized by Frank 
Beamer's former coach and mentor, the 
late Jerry Claiborne. The man-to-man 
coverage that was the mark of Tech 
teams in the mid- to late-1990s has 
been replaced by zone pressures. 


FRONT SEVEN The spotlight in the 
trenches will focus on a pair of bookend 
pass rushers who weren't on many 
radar screens at the beginning of last 
season. Darryl Tapp isn’t big or over- 
powering, but he uses leverage, upper- 
body strength and speed consistently to 
beat bigger offensive tackles. The other 
end will be manned by Noland 
Burchette, who causes more problems 
with his quickness than his strength. 
The tackles will be Carlton Powell and 
Jonathan Lewis, who will no longer be 
playing alongside older brother, Kevin. 
Some insiders felt Jonathan Lewis was 
the team's most solid linemen last year. 
Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi are prom- 
ising linebackers. Adibi projects as a 
star and will be positioned on the weak 
side with the freedom to roam in vari- 
ous blitz packages. The powerful Hall is 
fearless on the inside and explosive off 
the snap. He also is one of the defense's 
surest tacklers, James Anderson will 
play “whip,” the only outside line- 
backer in the scheme. He'll compete 
with rangy and fast Aaron Rouse. 


SECONDARY Jimmy Williams is one of 
the best cover corners in the country, a 
physical player with a nearly perfect 
blend of size and speed. When he isn't 
shutting down receivers, the former 
safety is delivering big hits in run sup- 
port. Williams will team with Roland 
Minor. D.J. Parker will get first crack at 
Vincent Fuller's free safety spot ahead 


of converted receiver/running back 
Justin Hamilton. Candidates at rover 
include Cary Wade and D.J. Walton. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Although the term 
“Beamerball” originated from the 
Hokies’ penchant for blocking kicks 
and turning them into game-changing 
touchdowns, they struggled in that area 
last year. Now, Tech must replace 
punter Vinnie Burns, If Nic Schmitt 
can't do the job, the Hokies might turn 
to incoming freshman Brent Bowden. 
All-conference kicker Brandon Pace 
overcame an early miss that would have 
beaten N.C. State and made 14 of his 
next 17 field-goal attempts. The emer- 
gence of Jared Develli as the kickoff 
specialist enabled Pace to focus on his 
field goals. Royal might get a little help 
on returns from Imoh. 


COACHING STAFF When the Hokies 
lost four of their last five 2003 games— 
on the heels of a 2-4 finish in 2002— 
fans and writers clamored for Beamer to 
make changes. But he ignored critics 
and stuck with Stinespring and defen- 
sive coordinator Bud Foster. Beamer’s 
instincts proved correct. The Hokies 
won the ACC championship in 2004, 
and Foster and Stinespring made all of 
the right moves. 

BOTTOM LINE If Vick plays to his 
potential and avoids trouble, the Hokies 
will play in the first ACC title game. If 
Vick exceeds his potential, the Hokies 
have enough supporting talent to play 
for a bigger prize. —Doug Doughty 


Hokies data 

Stadium: Lane (grass, 65,115) 

Site: Blacksburg, Va. 

Coach: Frank Beamer (135-77-2, 18 years; 
‘177-100-4 overall, 24 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Bryan Stinespring 
(4th year, 16th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Bud Foster (tith year, 
19th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1992 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 23 

2004 record: 10-3 (lost to Auburn in Sugar 
Bowl); ACC: 7-1/1st 

Website: www.hokiesports.com 


Returning leaders 
Mike toh 


Cedric Humes 430 60547 
Justin Hamilton 1 33845 


oy 
Josh Hyman 
Jeff King % 
David Clowney 


jon Pace 


Vince Hall 
Darryl Tapp % 3h 
Jimmy Wiliams 3723 
James Anderson = 217 


Sacks: Tapp (8.5) 
Interceptions: Williams (5) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 19 Josh Hyman* 51 188 So. 
7 Josh Morgan 641 210 So, 
tT 52 Jimmy Martin* 65 305 Sr. 
74 Brandon Frye 64 292 Jr. 
LG = =—66 Will Montgomary* 63 301 Sh 
7 Brandon Gore 65 340 dr. 
G 69 Danny McGrath 62 283 Jr. 
58 Ryan Shuman 63 290 Fr. 
RG = 72 Jason Murphy* 62 303 Sr 
57 Tripp Carroll. 6-3 298 So. 
61 Reggie Butler 66 344 Sr, 
67 Nick Marshman 65 346 Fr. 
90 Jeff King* 65 248 Sr 
89 Duane Brown 65 280 So. 
WR 4 — Eddie Royal* 510 174 So. 
87 David Clowney 61 179 Jr. 
QB 5 Marcus Viok 60 212 Jr 
7 Sean Glennon, 63 215 So. 
RB 20 Mike Imoh* 57 195 Sr. 
32 Cedric Humes 6-1 233 Sr. 
Fe 43 John Kinzer 62 262 Fr. 
37 Jesse Allen* 60 204 Jr 
K 46 Brandon Pace* 510 199 dr, 
KR 4 Eddie Royal* 510 14 So. 
*Retuming starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
E 96 Noland Burohette* = 6-2 252 Jr. 
49 Chris Ellis 64 255 So. 
T 99 Carlton Powell 6-2 285 So. 
7) Tim Sandidge 61 310 Sr. 
T 56 Jonathan Lewis* 61 308 Sr. 
75 Kory Robertson. 6-2 331 So, 
E 55 Darryl Tapp” 61 268 Sr. 
41 Jordan Trott 64 29 Sr. 
1B 9 Vince Hall* 60 205 So, 
40 Blake Warren 63 238 Sr. 
LB! Xavier Adibi 62 224 So. 
47 Brett Warren 61 224 So. 
LB © 42 James Anderson” 6-3 222 Sr. 
86 Aaron Rouse 63 222 Jr 
CB 15 Roland Minor 6-0 198 So. 
18 Brandon Flowers 510 186 Fr. 
ROV 30 Cary Wade 5-10 184 Jr. 
36 Aaron Rouse 63 222) Jr 
FS 25 DJ, Parker 5-1 181 So, 
27 Justin Hamilton 63 230 Sr. 
2 Jimmy Williams* 63 208 Sr. 
47 Theodore Miller 62 179 Fr, 
P23 Nic Schmitt 6-1 254 Jr. 
PR 4 Eddie Royal* 510 174 So. 
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2. Miami 
7 = 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The coach- 
es want to run their play-action-based 
offense, pounding the ball with dynam- 
ic, physical backs and setting up deep 
crossing routes and go patterns to 
speedy receivers. 
SKILL POSITIONS Quarterback Kyle 
Wright has enough talent around him to 
develop into an efficient and potentially 
prolific passer. 
Now, if his skills 


Schedule translate to the 
Date Opponent field, the Canes 
Sept.5 Mat Florida State* have a chance 
Sept. 17 @ at Clemson to be good on 


Sept. 24 Colorado offense. Backup 
Oct.1 South Florida Kirby Freeman 
Oct. 8 Duke is more of a 

Oct. 15 at Temple dual threat. 

Oct. 22 Georgia Tech Running back is 
Oct. 29 North Carolina an area of con- 
Nov. Aat Virginia Tech cern, Coach 

Nov. 17 at Wake Forest"* Larry Coker has 
Nov. 26 Virginia raved about 


*Monday **Thursday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Florida State 


W, 16-10 (OT) 


Charlie Jones, 
saying he could 
be one of the 
best backs to 
play at Miami. 
Derron Thomas 


Louisiana Tech. W,480 and George 

at Houston... -W,8848 Timmons have 
at Georgia Tech.........W.273 breakaway abil- 
Louisville «W418 ity. Then there's 
atNG, State .W45381 FY 


at North Carolina. 
Clemson . . 


«L, 31-28 
« L, 24-17 (OT) 


Tyrone Moss, 
the projected 


at Virginia W.31-21 starter. Is he a 
Wake Forest. .W,527 plugger who's 
Virginia Tech .L,1610 good for 80-100 
Florida’, W,2710 yards a game, 
“Peach Bowl or someone 
who, when 


properly moti- 
vated, can pro- 


duce 150-yard games? Fullback 


Quadtrine Hill is a terrific blocker and 
threat in the passing game. By the end 
of last season, it was obvious super 
recruit Lance Leggett has what it takes 
to be a special wideout. He gives the 
Canes a deep threat who can leap and 
adjust with the ball in the air. Ryan 
Moore slumped badly last year. But by 
the end of spring, coaches were raving 
about him, The team also has speedy 
Sinorice Moss, a load to handle in the 
slot, and gifted Darnell Jenkins. Finally, 
there's Greg Olsen, who could be the 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


An ACC coach SAYS They have to keep quarterback Kyle Wright out of bad spots, 
keep him away from having to win the game with his arm. What Wright brings them that Brock Berlin couldn't is 
the ability to run the play-action based offense that was so successful with Ken Dorsey. ... Lance Leggett didn't 
get enough touches last season. He's like a poor man’s Randy Moss, with his lanky body and speed. He's going 
to have a big season. ... That defensive line isn't as hyped as previous years, but tackles Orien Harris and 
Baraka Atkins are going to be big-time players... f Willie Williams is as good as they say, they'll be real 
tough at linebacker. ... Comerback Devin Hester can run and is dangerous any time he touches the ball. 
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best tight end to play at Miami. Olsen 
has terrific hands and a quick release 
for such a physical player. 


OFFENSIVE LINE The centerpiece is 
left tackle Eric Winston. If he had 
remained healthy last year, he probably 
could have left early and been a first- 
round draft pick. Right tackle will be 
manned by the steady Rashad Butler, 
who is a bit undersized but plays with 
technique. If Cyrim Wimbs can make 
enough progress in camp to start at 
right tackle, Butler could move to a 
guard spot and give the Canes stability 
in the middle, If not, the guard situation 
looks OK. Tony Tella is the projected 
starter at one guard spot. The other 
likely will be Tyler McMeans or Derrick 
Morse. Then there's center Anthony 
Wollschlager, a career reserve who like- 
ly will win the job by default. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Miami will 
do what it has for years: play a 4-3, 
man-under scheme. Comerbacks and 
linebackers play inside and under cov- 
erage, and safeties play outside and 
deep. This forces offenses to be patient 
and efficient when passing but also 
allows teams with dynamic, scrambling 
quarterbacks to break containment. 


FRONT SEVEN The line is the strength 
of the team, Quick ends have been a 
staple for the Canes under coordinator 
Randy Shannon, and Thomas Carroll 
and Bryan Pata are no exception. 
Tackles Orien Harris and Baraka Atkins 
are an effective inside combination of 
run stuffer (Harris) and pass rusher 
(Atkins), Linebacker is the most athletic 
position on defense and will feature the 
most intense competition, In the middle, 
Leon Williams looks as physically 
impressive/intimidating as any defen- 
sive player in the country but hasn't 
played that way. Now, here's the twist: 
The team's most gifted player sits 
behind Williams. That's controversial 
Willie Williams—no relation. Willie 
Williams, who was arrested 12 times in 
four years before enrolling at Miami, 
will push Leon Williams. Willie Williams 
is fast, physical and athletic. Rocky 
McIntosh and Jon Beason will compete 
for the strongside spot. Tavares Gooden 
finished the spring No. 1 on the weak 
side with Glenn Cook not far behind. 


SECONDARY At the least, Glenn 
Sharpe will give the Canes an experi- 
enced nickel back. At best, he could 
push Devin Hester for a starting spot. 
If Sharpe wins one corer spot, it 
would give the Canes two physical cor- 
ners, including All-American candidate 
Kelly Jennings. Safety is the deepest 
position in the unit, with Brandon 
Meriweather, Greg Threat and 
Anthony Reddick having starting expe- 


rience. Threat led the team in tackles 
last season but is listed behind 
Meriweather at strong safety. Reddick 
gives the secondary speed and deep 
coverage ability in the Canes’ cover 2 
scheme. The staff already is comparing 
incoming freshman Kenny Phillips with 
former Canes star Sean Taylor. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The return game 
begins and ends with Hester, one of the 
nation's fastest players. Kicker Jon 
Peattie struggled after a strong 2003 
debut. He'll be pressed if long-range 
specialist Mark Gent becomes consis- 
tent. Brian Monroe is a solid punter who 
doubled his kicks inside the 20. 


COACHING STAFF Coker isn't a strict 
disciplinarian, but he has a grasp on his 
team, and the players respect him. He's 
a players coach, but he's not too soft to 
the point of letting them lose focus. He 
likes to let his players have a good deal 
of control, and they always are pre- 
pared and never out of a game. 


BOTTOM LINE Coker says this team is 
hungry, that it likes being overlooked in 
the national championship race and that 
some young players are going to sur- 
prise. He had better hope so. As long as 
the offense can move the ball consis- 
tently, the defense won't be overworked 
and will return to its game-changing 
ways with all of its athleticism. The 
Canes might not be a team to watch at 
the start of the season but could be by 
November if the transition is smooth at 
key positions. —Matt Hayes 


Hurricanes data 

Stadium: Orange Bowl (grass, 72,319) 

Site: Miami 

Coach: Larry Coker (44-6, 4 years; TIth at 
school) 

Offensive coordinator: Dan Werner (2nd year, 
8th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Randy Shannon 

(Sth year, 12th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 multiple 

Last league title won: 2003 (tie, Big East) 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 1997 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 7 

2004 record: 9-3 (beat Florida in Peach Bowl); 
ACC: 5-3/T3rd 

Website: www.hurricanesports.com 


le Wright 30 

Avo, 70 
Darnell Jenkins 0 MT Tl 
Sinorice Moss 0 35 15 3 
Lance Leggett vw 39 205 
Greg Olsen 6 25) 21 
Jon Peattie a 
Greg Threat 538313914 
Rocky Mcintosh = 37. 7418/47 
Tavares Gooden = 23,— (DHONI 
Anthony Reddick = TB 7B 3/9 
Thomas Carroll 2 af BO (8/42 
Brandon Meriweather 29 3382 20 


‘Sacks: Carroll, Baraka Atkins (6.5) 
Interceptions: Devin Hester (4) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 9 Lance Leggett” 64 184 So, 
85. Ryan Moore 63 215 
is 4 Eric Winston* 67 312) Sr. 
76 Chris Rutledge 67 3 Fr 
LG 61 Tony Tela BS 308 Sr. 
88 Tyler McMeans* B5 329 Sr 
c ‘78 Anthony Wollschiager 6-6 281 dr. 
‘Alex Pou 64 280) Jr. 
RG 71 Derrick Morse" 65 295 So. 
68 Tyler McMeans* 65 329 Sr. 
84 Rashad Butler 65 27 Sr. 
73 Cyrim Wimbs 65 321 So 
82 Greg Olsen 66 25 So, 
15 Buck Ortega 65 22 Sr. 
WR 83 Sinorice Moss 58 185) Sr. 
8 Darnell Jenkins 5-10 181 dr. 
08 3 Kyle Wright 65 210 So 
7 Kirby Freeman 63 208 Fr 
RB 30 Tyrone Moss 5-10 2200 Jr. 
34 Charlie Jones 51 203 So. 
FB 23 Quaditrine Hill 62 228 Sr. 
45 James Bryant 63 241 So 
K 13° Jon Peattie™ 63 206 Jr. 
KR 4 (Devin Hester* 51 186 dr. 
“Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
EE 95 Bryan Pata* 64 272 In 
‘57 Javon Nanton 63 241 Sr. 

T 98 Baraka Atkins* 6-4 264 Jr. 
54 Teraz McCray 60 278 So, 

T 92 Orien Harris* 64 302 Sr, 
99 Kareem Brown, 65 307) or. 

E 90 Thomas Carroll* 65 237 Sr, 
94 Eric Moncur 63 260 Fr, 

WLB 52 Tavares Gooden* 64 220 di. 
55 Glenn Cook G1 212 So. 

MLB 44 Leon Williams* 64 238 Sr. 
TT Willie Williams 63 232 Fr. 

SLB 50 Rocky Mclntosh* 63 231 Sr 
2 Jon Beason 61 225 So. 

CB 4 Devin Hester S186 Jr. 
24° Marcus Maxey 63 195 Sr, 

SS 19 Brandon Meriweather* 6-1 188 Jr. 
5 Greg Threat 62 196 Sr. 

FS 26 Anthony Reddick 60 197 So. 
35 Lovon Ponder 60 204 Fr. 

CB 22 Kelly Jennings* 60 178 Sr. 
Glenn Sharpe Sn 187 Jr. 

P = 39_-Brian Monroe* 62 208 Jr 
PR 4 Devin Hester* St 186 dr. 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Chan Gailey 
always has favored a run-first, pass- 
second formula, The offense, mostly 
because of inconsistent quarterback play 
and a series of injuries at tailback, never 
has excelled, Even though Patrick Nix 
holds the title of offensive coordinator, 
his primary responsibility is the quarter- 
backs, Gailey, who suffered a heart 
attack in the spring but later returned to 


practice, will 


Schedule continue to call 
Date Opponent plays. 

Sept.3 at Auburn _ ‘SKILL 

Sept. 10 Carolina POSITIONS 
Sept. 17 Connecticut Quarterback 
Sept. 24 mat Virginia Tech Reggie Ball's 


@ N.C. State* inconsistency is 
at Duke largely respon- 
—atMiami sible for the 
_ Clemson team's up-and- 
Wake Forest down fortunes, 
Nov. 12 at Virginia A fantastic com- 
Nov. 26 _& Georgia petitor, Ball is 
“Thursday troubled by 


B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Samford... 
at Clemson 
at North Carolina, 
Miami... 


accuracy and 
decision- 
making, but he 
showed 
improvement in 
the spring and 
can run. Taylor 
Bennett has an 


ee Me bay outside shot at 
Virginia Tec! 3490 Winning the 

at N.C, State . W,24-14 job. The left- 
Connecticut, . hander 

Virginia. impressed 

at Georgia. everyone in 


Syracuse’ . 
*Champs Sports Bow! 


camp, although 
his accuracy 
was inconsis- 
tent, The 
Yellow Jackets 


finally appear to have depth at running 
back. Gailey prefers to ride one tailback, 
and PJ. Daniels qualifies as a work- 
horse, But Daniels underwent in-season 
knee surgery last year, leaving duties to 
Chris Woods and Rashaun Grant. They 
are speed backs who give the Jackets a 
change of pace from Daniels’ hard- 
pounding style. With the departure of 
fullback Jimmy Dixon, the Yellow 
Jackets might use more one-back sets. 
Receiver Calvin Johnson could earn 
national acclaim if the play at quarter- 
back becomes more consistent, He 


Johnson is a big 
play waiting to 
happen; the key 
is getting him 


the ball more 
consistently. 


An ACC coach S@YS can't wait to see a healthy Pi. Daniels at running back. 
Tech can't afford for him to miss four or five games again and lose balance on offense. Reggie Ball needs a 
healthy Danials more than anything, ... Ball has a problem with his accuracy. A lot of tis him hurrying throws and 
‘nat setting his feet and shoulders, ... There has to be consistency in the passing game to get Calvin Johnson 
more involved. He uses his body wel to shield defenders and has good speed, But he has to improve against 
press coverage... On defense, they bring so much pressure that when they don't blitz, it screws you up because 
you're counting on it. They better find some plugger in the middle i theyre going to make that next step this year. 


seldom caught a pass in stride, but he 
became proficient at turning errant pass- 
es into spectacular receptions. Former 
quarterback Damarius Bilbo has the size 
to be a terrific slot receiver and could 
provide a nice complement to Johnson, 
but Bilbo must improve his consistency. 
The rest of the receivers are young and 
untested. 


OFFENSIVE LINE This is the biggest 
area of concern of the offense, with only 
left guard Matt Rhodes and right tackle 
Brad Honeycutt back as starters. 
Converted defensive tackle Mansfield 
Wrotto is slated to start at right guard, 
and inexperienced tackle Andrew 
Gardner and center Nate McManus 
man the other spots. Honeycutt is solid, 
but questions remain about the other 
starters. Line coach Joe D'Alessandris 
has his work cut out for him, but he’s a 
solid teacher and has done a good job 
with unpublicized units in the past. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Jon Tenuta has done an 
outstanding job of keeping the Yellow 
Jackets among the top defenses in the 
country in his three seasons. He's 
relentlessly aggressive with his schemes 
and blitz calls, which are based on 
sound principles. 

FRONT SEVEN Bigger offensive lines 
can wear down this undersized front, 
which relies on quickness. The Yellow 
Jackets thought they had depth, so they 
moved three players to the offensive 
line. Then tackle Darryl Richard suffered 
a season-ending knee injury in the 
spring, and end Travis Parker was 
declared academically ineligible. Both 
are big losses, and unproven players 
must step up. Joe Anoai returns to start 
at one tackle, and redshirt freshman Elris 
Anyaibe gets first crack at the other 
tackle. End Eric Henderson is a domi- 
nant force when healthy. Adamm Oliver 
likely will take Parker's spot at the other 
end. The line's effectiveness last season 
allowed the linebackers to roam and 
make plays. That luxury might not exist 
in 2005. Middle linebacker Gerris 
Wilkinson took advantage of that free- 
dom and became a sideline-to-sideline 
force. He lacks speed but is tall and 
active. KaMichael Hall and Philip 
Wheeler flank Wilkinson. Both represent 
the type of athlete—fast and hard-hit- 
ting—that Tech is trying to build around. 


SECONDARY Tenuta is excellent at 
scheming around his talent—and there's 
plenty of it and experience, even 
though Tech gave up too many big 
plays last year. Part of that was because 
of Tenuta’s aggressive schemes; part 
was because the safeties gambled too 
often. Linebacker Chris Reis moves 
back to safety, replacing star James 


Butler. One of the defense’s top play- 
makers, Reis does his best work closer 
to the line. With three cornerbacks who 
have started—Reuben Houston, Kenny 
Scott and Dennis Davis, who was grant- 
ed a medical redshirt—Tenuta should 
be able to protect Reis. Safety Dawan 
Landry provides a physical presence 
but lacks speed. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Travis Bell 
emerged to set a school record with 15 
consecutive successful field goals at one 
point. Kickoff specialist Kyle Belcher 
has the strongest leg on the team and 
will handle long field-goal tries. Punter 
Ben Arndt did OK in his first year on 
the job but needs consistency. 


COACHING STAFF Despite the increas- 
ing expectations, Gailey has stayed the 
course and remained loyal to his assis- 
tants. There were calls for him to ditch 
Nix because of the team's lack of pro- 
duction. He refused. Like Nix, many of 
the assistants are young and still 
searching for their style. It's a relatively 
quiet staff. Aside from Tenuta, there is 
little yelling on the practice field. 


BOTTOM LINE The Yellow Jackets 
have talent. But what they've lacked in 
the Gailey era is consistency. The up- 
and-down nature of each season has 
left fans frustrated. If the Yellow 
Jackets get more consistent play at 
quarterback—some of that could 
depend on how well the line progress- 
es—the final result should be enough to 
satisfy expectations. —Brian Murphy 


Yellow Jackets data 

Stadium: Bobby Dodd (grass, 55,000) 

Site: Atlanta 

Coach: Chan Gailey (21-17, 3 years; 
45-28 overall, 6 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Patrick Nix (2nd year, 
4th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Jon Tenuta (4th year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: Multiple 

Last league title won: 1998 (tie) 

Last time didn’t go to a bowl: 1996 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 28 

2004 record: 7-5 (beat Syracuse in Champs 
Sports Bowl); ACC: 4-4/T6th 

Website: www.ramblinwreck.com 


D 
PJ. Daniels it 714 4B 
Rashaun Grant 94 425 «45 
Reggie Ball 130-932-262 
Chris Woods 5 209A 


Bal 330164 


Pos. No. Name HE Wt Cl. 
WR 21 Galvin Johnson* 64 25 So. 
89. James Johnson 60 190 Fr 
UT 84 Andrew Gardner 66 280 Fr. 
52 Jacob Lonowski 55 20 Fr. 
LG 61 Matt Rhodes” 63 280 So. 
7B LeShawn Newbery 6-0 300 So. 
C73 Nate McManus 63 290 So. 
60 Kevin Tuminello 54 280 So, 
RG 68 Mansfield Wrotta 63 310 ur 
78 LeShawn Newbery. 6-0 300 So, 
RT 72 Brad Honeycutt” 64 310 Sr. 
76 Salih Besirevic 67 290 Sr. 
TE 48 Michael Matthews «= 6-4 270. 
80 George Cooper 65 260 Jr 
WR 8 — Damarius Bilbo 63° 25 Sr. 
6 Pat Clark 511 180 So. 
08 1 Reggie Ball* S195 dr. 
13. Taylor Bennett 63 213 Fr. 
RB Pu. Daniels” 510 200 Sr. 
24 Chris Woods 51 190 Sr. 
FB 40 Mike Cox B18 So. 
28 Ajenavi Eziemefe 61 20 Sr. 
K 81 Travis Bel” 60 210 So. 
KR 6 Pat Glark 51 180 So. 
“*Returning starter 


Calvin Johnson is 7 
PJ. Daniels ee 
Rashaun Grant De Sit 0 
Travis Bell a ate 
Gems Wikinson 53 (OB 
Dawan Landry 4 «936 0B 10/49 
Chris Reis 2 ff 70 (1ST 
Reuben Houston = 3512 BRA 
KoMfichael Hall 3 2 45 6/33 
Kenny Scatt 313438510 
Eric Henderson 6 12K 
Sacks: Reis (8) 
Interceptions: Houston (3) 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt CL. 
E 86 Eric Henderson* 63 265 Sr 
30 Darrell Robertson «65220. ‘So. 
T 10 Biri Anyaibe 63 265 Fr. 
83° Travis Rogers 62 230 So 
T 98 Joe Anoai* 63° 20 sr, 
55 David Brown 62 260 Fr 
E 42 Adamm Oliver 64 260 So. 
Michael Johnson 67 25 Fr 
OLB 41 Philip Wheeler 62 21 So 
46 Eric Williams 6320 Fr. 
MLB 49° Gerris Wikinson* = 4230 Sr, 
52 Travis Chambers 5-1 220 So, 
OLB 35. KaMichae! Hall* 60 25 dr 
58 Gary Guyton 63 230 So. 
CB 9 Reuben Houston* 60190. Sr. 
4 Jamal Lewis 60 185 So 
SS 18 Chis Reis B12 Sr 
37 Joe Geston Sn 180 dr, 
FS 20. Dawan Landry* 62 26 Sr. 
23 Djay Jones 61 190 So. 
CB 25 Dennis Davis 60 185 Sr, 
2 Kenny Scott* 62 185 Jr. 
P16 Kyle Belcher 64 213 So 
PR 9 Reuben Houston 60 190 Se 
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Schedule 


Date Opponent 


Nov. 26 
Bi Toughest game 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is an 
attack that has become increasingly 
run-oriented after the departure of 
record-setting passer Matt Schaub in 
2003. Coordinator Ron Prince needs to 
get more big plays out of an offense 
that produced only nine touchdown 
passes last year. 


SKILL POSITIONS Coach Al Groh 
remains com- 
mitted to quar- 
terback 
Marques 
Hagans. Despite 
questions about 
his height, the 
5-10 Hagans is 
an efficient 
passer. The 
passing game 
must be more of 
a factor for the 
Cavaliers to win 
big games, but 
Hagans needs 
more help from 
his receivers. 
Still, Hagans 


Western Michigan 
at Syracuse 


at Maryland 
at Boston College 


‘4 Florida State 


Bat Miami 
Must win 


at Temple. . must look to 
North Carolina. throw instead of 
Akron « 


Syracuse. 
Clemson . 
at Florida State 


at Virgini 


Fresno State* . 


*MPC Cor 


taking off too 
quickly. Backup 
Christian Olsen, 
a transfer from 
Notre Dame, 
isn't seen as a 
candidate to 
take Hagans’ 
job. There's no 
better goal-line 
runner than 
Wali Lundy, but 
he needs to 
demonstrate 
that last year's fumbling problems are 
behind him. He's a tough runner who 
also can make defenders miss, but he 
has had injury problems and must show 
he can carry the load. Groh will try to 
get more touches for No. 2 tailback 
Michael Johnson, the fastest player on 
the team. Fullback Jason Snelling is a 
running and receiving threat. UVa 
hopes receiver Ottowa Anderson, who 
was ineligible in 2004, returns. He was 
the team's best blocking receiver and a 
major influence in the locker room. If 
Anderson returns, coaches hope his grit 


ia Tech 


mputers Bow 
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Hagans is great on the run, 
but he must look for his 
receivers a bit longer and 
not take off too quickly. 


An ACC coach SAYS deiensively, goodness gracious, they've got some athletes 
on that team. The linebackers-Ahmad Brooks, Kai Parham and those two young guys, Jermaine Dias and 
Vince Redd-are big, physical and can run. Their 34 scheme is tough to prepare for because you don't see 
that a lot, and they blitz a lot out of it. ... Marques Hagans is accurate for the most part, and he has got that 
escapability that everyone looks for. He's undersized, but if they can convince him to trust his protection and 
look to throw fst, the passing game willbe more ofa factor... | thnk well see the real Wali Lundy this 
season. He's a hard runner, a guy who can make people miss. He has to show he can bang fora fll season, 


will rub off on gifted Deyon Williams. 
Theirrien Davis and Fontel Mines will 
push for time, Jonathan Stupar and 
2004 surprise Tom Santi give the 
Cavaliers a 1-2 punch at tight end. 
Because the Cavaliers run a lot of boot- 
leg plays for Hagans, look for the tight 
ends again to figure prominently in the 
passing game. Too bad Heath Miller left 
early for the NFL. 


OFFENSIVE LINE Left tackle 
D'Brickashaw Ferguson is an incredible 
athlete who keeps filling out his frame. 
If he continues to play at a high level, 
he likely will be the first offensive line- 
man taken in the 2006 draft. Ian-Yates 
Cunningham, a 2003 starter who red- 
shirted last season, would have been an 
obvious choice to succeed star Elton 
Brown at guard if the Cavaliers didn't 
also like him as a center, What right 
tackle Brad Butler and left guard Brian 
Barthelmes lack in name recognition 
they make up for in dependability. Still, 
there could be a big hole at Brown's old 
spot, where Marshal Ausberry might 
get the first look, Star recruit Eugene 
Monroe has the potential to start as a 
true freshman. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Groh is 
more committed than ever to the 3-4 , 
especially with the success former col- 
league Bill Belichick has enjoyed using 
the same scheme for the NFL's Patriots. 


FRONT SEVEN Up front, only Brennan 
Schmidt returns, but the Cavaliers are 
high on Chris Long, son of NFL Hall of 
Famer Howie Long. This will be the last 
opportunity for Parade All-American 
Kwakou Robinson to live up to his 
potential. He moved into the starting 
lineup after Chris Canty’s injury but 
eventually lost the job to Chris Johnson. 
Keenan Carter might get the first look 
at nose tackle. This defense is built 
around the linebackers, and all of them 
are big and physical and run well. 
Darryl Blackstock left early. Some 
thought Ahmad Brooks would, too, but 
he's back. He's one of the nation’s best, 
a playmaker who wreaks havoc, but he 
but must work on his consistency. Few 
teams can match the combination of 
Brooks and Kai Parham, whose strength 
is run support, at the inside positions. 
But the outside positions are a question 
mark. In addition to Blackstock, UVa 
must replace Dennis Haley. Look for 
Jermaine Dias to take one of the spots. 
He's a hard hitter and sure tackler, If 
Vince Redd keeps growing, he might be 
too big to keep at linebacker, particular- 
ly in light of Virginia's needs up front. 
Look for redshirt freshman Clint Sintim 
to have an immediate impact. 


SECONDARY The list of candidates at 
safety is headed by Nate Lyles, who 


was burned a few times in his trial by 
fire as a true freshman, and Lance 
Evans. Marcus Hamilton emerged from 
a midseason benching to become the 
most dependable corner. Hitter Tony 
Franklin needs to improve in coverage, 
and Philip Brown, whose buildup sur- 
passed any previous UVa cornerback 
recruit, needs to live up to his press 
clippings. Don't be surprised if Jamaal 
Jackson and Chris Gorham get a lot of 
playing time, either at safety (both) or 
corner (Gorham). 

SPECIAL TEAMS When Chris Gould 
assumed punting duties last year, things 
improved. Kicker Connor Hughes is 
looking to regain his 2003 form after an 
average season. He's money from inside 
40 yards. None of the veterans has as 
much return experience as Johnson. 


COACHING STAFF Defensive coordina- 
tor Al Golden's move to the secondary 
almost certainly is a reflection of Groh's 
disenchantment with UVa's porous pass 
defense. A vacancy created when 
defensive line coach Mike London went 
to the Houston Texans was filled by 
Levern Belin. 

BOTTOM LINE It is hard to think 
Virginia could lose a handful of NFL 
draft picks and not experience a drop- 
off. But if pro potential were all that 
mattered, the Cavaliers would have 
done better last year. A return to the 
nine-win level would be commendable, 
but it probably will take a bowl victory 
to get there. —Doug Doughty 


Cavaliers data 

Stadium: Scott (grass, 61,500) 

Site: Charlottesville, Va. 

Coach: Al Groh (30-21, 4 years; 8th year at 
‘school; 56-61 overall, 10 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Ron Prince (3rd year, 
5th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Al Golden (5th year, 
8th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 1995 (tie) 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 2001 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 9 

2004 record: 8-4 (lost to Fresno State in MPC 
Computers Bowl); ACC: 5-3/T3rd 

Website: www.virginiasports.com 


Returning leaders 

PRs 5a ATO 
Wali Lundy 7 «86449 

Marques Hagans Ty SNe ee, 

Michael Johnson 3 360 

Marques Hagans 261 164 628 2,024 

Deyon Williams. 2611871. 

Tom Santi 13 «85 «O19 

Wali Lundy 2 15 1210 

Connor Hughes: as a 
‘Ahmad Brooks 3ST 8010/5 

Kai Parham 3248 BO THA 

Tony Franklin 3 2 78 3/18 

Marcus Hamilton = 38S 185 23 

Sacks: Brooks (6.5) 


Interceptions: Hamilton (4) 


wt Cl. 
186 Sr. 
2 
295 Sr. 
318 Fr. 
288 Sr. 
BI dn. 
296 So. 
63 266 So. 
RG 78 Marshal Ausbery 6-5 -324So, 
78 Gordie Sammis B4 296 J 
RT 69 Brad Butler” 68 296 Sr. 
72 _ Eddie Pinigis 67 290 So, 
TE 8G Tom Santi 65 225 So 
88 Jonathan Stupar 63 250 So. 
WR 81 Deyon Wiliams 63 188 Jr. 
82 Theirrien Davis St 182 So. 
QB 18 Marques Hagans” = 5-10.21 Sr. 
‘1 Christian Olsen 63 226 Jr 
RB 33) Wali Lundy” 510 214 Sr, 
2 Michael Johnson 59 182 Jr. 
FB 38 Jason Sneling* Sm 25 J 
40 Kevin Bradley 61 20 So. 
K 6 Connor Hughes” 5-10 112 Sr. 
KR 22 Philip Brown 511 188 So. 
“*Retuming starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E = 96 Brennan Schmidt* 6-3 269 Sr, 
1 Chris Long 6-4 265 So, 
NT = 92 Keenan Carter 641 324 So. 
54 Melvin Massey 61 267 Sr. 
E = 99 Chris Johnson 6-3 275 So. 
98 Kwakou Robinson B4 327 Sr. 
OLB 57 Jermaine Dias 61 231 So. 
43. Devonta Brown 62 225 Fr. 
1B 34 Ahmad Brooks* 64 249 dr. 
47 Mark Miller 60 222 Sr, 
1B 44 Kai Parham* 63 267 dr. 
59 Bryan White 61 21 Sr. 
OLB 51 Clint Sintim 63 250 Fr 
55 Vince Redd 66 265 So. 
RCB 3 Marcus Hamilton* = 5-11-1981 Jr, 
22 Philip Brown 5-11 188 So. 
S 42 Lance Evans 64 198 Jr. 
‘2 Jamaal Jackson 63 204 So. 
S 30 Nate Lyles 6-0 195 So, 
27 Jamaal Jackson 63 204 So. 
LCB 23. Tony Franklin® 510 185 Jr. 
39° Chris Gorham 60 15 So 
P 9 Chris Gould 61 190 So, 
PR 2 Michael Johnson 59 192 dr. 
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Tar Heels data 
Stadium: Kenan (grass, 60,000) 


Offensive coordinator: 
Gary Tranquill (Sth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Marvin Sanders (2nd year) 


Offensive schem 
Defensive scheme: 
Last league title won: 1980 
Last time didn't go to a bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 76 
2004 record: 6-6 (lost to Boston 
College in Continental Tire 
Bowl); ACC: 5-3/T3rd 
Website: www.tarheelblue.com 


Schedule 

0: Opponent 
Sept. 10 at Georgia Tech 
Sept. Wisconsin 
Sept. 24 at N.C, State 


ul 


_at Miami 
Boston College 


Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 

Wiliam & Mary. 
at Virginia. 
Georgia Tech 
Louisville... 


*Continental Tire Bow! 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Gary Tranquill’s 
decision to delay retirement and return for atleast one more season 
gives the Tar Heels a great boost. The continuity will be critical as the 
Tar Heels break in a new quarterback. North Carolina puts pressure on 
defenses with multiple formations and a running game that ulilizes backs 
with different running styles behind a well-drlled line. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Matt Baker is athletic 
‘enough to run the bootlegs and out-of-pocket plays Darian Durant used, 
but Baker won't get as many yards, Ronnie McGil isa bruising power 
back-when healthy. John Bunting also likes to have a speed back and 
believes he has one in Barrington Edwards, a transfer from LSU. Rikki 
Cook is a solid blocking fullback who won't get a lt of touches. 
Receiver is one of the deepest positions, Jarwarski Pollock is expected 
to gain a fourth season of eligibility, Jesse Holley is the best blocker 
among the wideouts. Derrele Mitchell can go into traffic to make difficult 
catches on fade routes. Mike Mason might be the team’s fastest player. 
Dependable tight end Jon Hamlett makes catches over the middle and 
can block, When Bunting arved before the 2001 season, he immedi- 
ately identified the line as a serious deficiency and worked to turn it 
around, Bunting believes right tackle Skip Seagraves has a future in the 
NFL if he can play at full strength after an injury. The big question is at 
center, where Ben Lemming is batting Steven Bell, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense made progress last 
season with new coordinators John Gutekunst and Marvin Sanders sim- 
plifying schemes. With fewer X's and O's dancing in their heads, players 
got lined up more quickly, hit with more aggression and pursued with 
more confidence, Now, Sanders is the sole coordinator, with Gutekunst 
moving to assistant head coach to replace departed James Webster, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Marijuana possession charges 
against tackles Isaiah Thomas and Terry Hunter could cost the uni two 
of its better performers. Thomas was dismissed from the team and 
Hunter suspended, Tackle Chase Page's return from a finger injury gives 
North Carolina one reliable performer. End Tommy Davis can make 
plays, Tackles Kyndraus Guy and Khalif Mitchell are outstanding talents 
who need to grow up in a hurry. The best thing that can be said about 
the linebackers: They aren't awful anymore. Middle linebacker Doug 
Justice and strongside linebacker Jeff Longhany are tough and smart but 
don't pursue quickly. Weakside linebacker Tommy Richardson is the 
it's most athletic player. Larry Edwards needs to return to form, The 
secondary has improved but lacks a big-play performer to replace strong 
safety Gerald Sensabaugh, Trimane Godard, the most athletic defen- 
sive back, could be that guy. Former linebacker Mahlon Carey is another 
possibiliy. Free safety Kareen Taylor isa sure tackler, and cornerbacks 
Jacoby Watkins and Cedrick Holt showed improvement. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Connor Barth lived up to his massive high 
school hype as a freshman and appears on his way to an excellent 
career. David Wooldridge retuins after averaging 41.7 yards per punt 
last season, Mason is one of the ACC's best kickoff returners, Pollock 
and Quinton Person are back to return punts. 


COACHING STAFF Bunting is a motivator who has built a nice 
mix of young and old on his staf. Tranquil connects with players 
because he is a grandfatherly figure, and Sanders is young enough to 
relate to players, The staff built a team with enough confidence and 
chemistry to hold on in close games and stage comebacks in others, 


BOTTOM LINE Baker's adjustment to a starting role could deter- 
mine whether the Tar Heels play in the postseason. Bunting has upgrad- 
ed the talent, and his contract extension should help recruiting, But the 
schedule is tough, and this might not be the kind of season that inspires 
long-term confidence or short-term interest. ~Ken Tysiac 


OFFENSE 
. Name 
Jesse Halley* 
5 Jarwarsk Pollock 
Brian Chacos* 
68 Chris Woods 


LG 77 Charlton Gray* 
60. Arthur Smith 
© 63 Ben Lemming 
70 Steven Bell 
AG 78 Kyle Ralph” 
716 Donnell Livingston 
RT 75 Skip Seagraves 
71 Kendall High 
TE 86 Jon Hamlett* 
47 Justin Philips 
WR 1 Derrele Mitchell* 
2 Mike Mason 
08 7 Matt Boker 
8B Roger Heinz 
AB 25 Ronnie Moi 
32 Barrington Edwards 
FB 40 Rikki Cook 
48 Michael Briggs 
K 10 Connor Barth* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 42 Brion Rackley 
80. Kentwan Balmer 
T 14 Kyndraus Guy 
84 khalif Mitchell 
T 95 Chase Page 


97 Kenny Price 


E 80 Tommy Davis* 
68 Melk Brown 
WLB 8 — Tommy Richardson” 
44 Chase Rice 
MLB 53 Doug Justice” 
54 Viator Worsley 
SLB 52 Jeff Longhany* 
32 Lamy Edwards 
CB 16 Jacoby Watkins* 
35 Bryan Bethea 
SS 6 — Mahlon Carey 

31 Timane Goddard 
FS 27 ‘Karen Taylor* 

28 Dad. Walker 
CB 13 Gedhick Holt” 

8 Quinton Person 
P 45 David Wooldridge* 
“*Retuming starter 
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Blue Devils data 

Stadium: Wallace Wade (grass, 
33,941) 

Site: Durham, N.C. 

Coach: Ted Roof (4-12, 114 years; 
8th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: Bill O'Brien 
(1st year) 

Defensive coordinators: 
Jerry Azzinaro (2nd year); 
Scott Brown (2nd year, 10th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: Multiple 

Last league title won: 1989 (tie) 

Last bow! appearance: 1995. 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 93 

2004 record; 2-9; ACC; 1-7/T10th 

Website: goduke.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 

Sept. 3 @ at East Carolina 
Sept.10 Virginia Tech 

Sept. 17 VMI = 
Sept. 24 at Virginia 
Oct.1 Navy = 
Oct. 8 mat Miami 

Oct. 15 Georgia Tech 

Oct. 22 Florida = 
Oct. 29 Wake Forest 

Nov.5 atClemson 
Nov. 19 «at North Carolina 


Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


at Navy ... 


at Connecticut . 

at Virginia Tech . 41-47 
Maryland . 155-21 
The Citadel W, 28-10 
at Georgia Tech. L247 
Virginia... L376 
at Wake Forest . L, 24-99 
at Florida State . L297 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator Mike O'Brien 
arrives from Maryland, so expect the attack to resemble those used by 
Ralph Friedgen. Since there's no great quarterback, look for the Blue 
Devils to emphasize a physical rushing game and build a comprehensive 
passing attack off it. Duke might run some option to keep foes oft-bal- 
ance. Quarterbacks Mike Schneider and Curt Dukes will be asked to 
make more decisions, That strategy has worked often for Friedgen, but 
Maryland's failures last season demonstrated how dependent that 
offense is on the quarterback, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL At times, Schneider has appeared 
good enough to win, But he has yet to make enough big plays to do so 
consistently, Backup Curt Dukes, a transfer from Nebraska, is more suit 
ed to run the option. Roof wants running back Cedric Dargan to be 
more durable because the offense is better when he carries the ball 

The staff hopes fullback Malcolm Ruff, who moves from linebacker, can 
add oomph to the running attack. There are talented young wideouts. 
Ronnie Elliott has bigrplay ability and needs to emerge as a leader, 
Jomar Wright and Chancellor Young have promise. Deon Adams has the 
ability and character to become a bigtime deep threat, Roof says fresh- 
men might need to provide depth at this position more than at any other. 
Two of the best options are tight ends Ben Patrick and Andy Roland, 
who might be the team’s best blocker, The line loses four starters for the 
second year in a row, Stil it doesn't seem possible it could get worse. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Blue Devils don't have the 
athletes to got pressure when they rush four. But because they have a 
clecent secondary, they don't hesitate to bring heat from different direc 
tions on the bit. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Touted freshman tackle Vince 
Oghobaase should provide an immediate boost toa line that already 
has solid talent. fend Philip Alexander shows no ill effects from a bro- 
ken leg, he's capable of being one of the ACC's best. Duke also has 
2004 starters Casey Camero at tackle, and Justin Kitchen and Eli 
Nichols at end, Nichols has impressed with his quickness and athletic 
abilty, The linebackers are the defense's biggest question, Strongside 
man Brendan Dewan pursues well but isn't physically dominant, The rest 
of the linebackers are unproven, Patrick Bailey moves to weakside line~ 
backer from end, Codey Lowe takes over for Giuseppe Aguanno at mid- 
dle linebacker. Cornerback John Talley can lock down his side well 
enough to force quarterbacks to throw the other way, The other comer 
is Deonto McCormick, perhaps the team's most versatile player. Brian 
Greene moved from comerback to free safety last year and excelled. 
Athletic Chris Davis will take over for Alex Green at strong safety 


SPECIAL TEAMS Duke loses punter Trey McDonald and kicker 
Matt Brooks but has qualy talent at both positions. Alex Feinberg was 
rated the fourth-best kicker in the nation by Rivals.com. Chris Sprague 
steps in at punter after handling kickotfs last season, Davis and Ronnie 
Drummer are quality kickoff returners, Davis also runs back punts, 


COACHING STAFF Roof has assembled a surprising assortment 
of veteran coaches who can recruit. In particular, associate head coach 
David Kelly is a strong recruiter. Roof didn't retain offensive coordinator 
Marty Galbraith after Duke finished last in the nation in offense, O'Brien 
wants improved play from the quarterbacks, To that end, last year's 
quarterbacks coach, Tom Knotts left, 

BOTTOM LINE Duke hasn't been to a bow! since 1994, and it 
isn't going this year, either. Improving offensively is important, but the 
Blue Devils wil struggle until they build depth and continuity on the 
offensive ine, It will take more than new playbook terminology to turn 
around Duke, This stil is the ACC's least talented team, ~Ken Tysiac 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WA 28 Ronnie Elliott* 
6 Deon Adams 
LT 61 Rob Schirmann 
16 Zach Maurides 
LG 67 Bob Benion 
72 Garrett Mason 
C68 Matt Rumsey 
53 Paul Campitel 
RG 66 Tyler Kreg* 


60 Jonathan Terry 
90 Demetrius Warrick 
70 Fred Roland 


8 Ben Patrick* 
89 Andy Roland, 
WR 81 Jomar Wright 
2 Chancellor Young 
QB = =7 — Mike Schneider* 
12 Curt Dukes 
RB 33 Cedric Dargan” 
40 Ronnie Drummer 
FB 22 Malcolm Ruff 
31 Mike Dowling 
K 14 Alex Feinberg 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
— 48 Phillip Alexander 
41 Justin Kitehen* 
T Vince Oghobaase 
62 Joel East 
T 51 Casey Camera* 
93 Brian Sallee 
E52 EliNichols*” 
99 Christopher Moore 
WLB 84 Patrick Bailey 
36 Brandon Tapps 
MLB 58 Codey Lowe 
47 Zach Smith 
SLB 30 Brendan Dowan* 
29° DeAndre White 
Bl John Talley* 
38 Evalio Harrell 
SS 27 Chris Davis 
16 Andreas Platt 
FS 23. Brian Greene* 
C.J, Woodard 
CB 10 _Deonto McCormick 
4 Jabari Marshall 
P = 49. Chris Sprague 


“Returning starter 
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5-11 


43 
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165 
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SCOUTING the Big 19 
Sac 


By Tom DIENHaRT, SPorti EWS 


Conference’s new breed of quarterbacks will run, gun and stun 


— anda touchdown and _Big 12 could have some of the most 
ran for 192 yards and diverse and dangerous offenses in the 


Young is great 


asarunner ur TDs. He led the nation. And it should be fun to watch. 
Batiniust nation’s quarterbacks ASCENDING 
, improve as a alge yards with Texas Tech Betcha didn't know the 


passer. Red Raiders have been bowl-eligible 
‘ each of the last 12 seasons. No other 
Missouri's Brad Smith. ig 12 squad can make that claim, Last 
He was shackled last year, Tech hit a high point by topping 
season by an offense No. 4 Cal in the Holiday Bowl. Mike 
that mostly confined Leach’s next trick? Taking the Red 

him to the pocket, but Raiders to their first New Year's Day 
the coaches worked to ow] since the 1994 season, when they 
Open the package in played USC in the Cotton Bowl. 


the spring. And when 

Smith is given room to DESCENDING 

seperate; good things Kansas State Just because the pro- 

happen for the Tigers, __9'@M™ failed to qualify for a bow! for the 
Towa State's Bret first time since 1992, don't think K-State 

Meyer and Oklahoma is about to go retro. But issues on both 

States Dondvaii lines and at quarterback must be 

Woods showed flashes SMoothed before the Wildcats can 

lesb Sonson aa freali= dream again of playing on New Year's 

Day. Still, never discount the sideline 


men. The only thing 4 
holding them back is @cumen of Bill Snyder. 


consistency in their MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 

passing games. Dominique Zeigler, WR, Baylor He was 
Perhaps Woods will be suspended for the last game of 2004 for 
pushed forward by the _ breaking an undisclosed team rule, but 


And then there's 


presence of Bobby he's back, Zeigler is a beanpole who 
Reid, a hotshot lacks top-end speed, but he's sneaky 
prospect who redshirt- _ fast. Plus, his confidence and swagger 
ed last year after hav- are good for a program that needs a 
ing surgery on his heavy dose of attitude. Zeigler grabbed 
{’s almost time to put the classic throwing shoulder. His 55 passes last season but averaged only 
isin pocket quartetbackion skills dovetail with the dual-threat 9.7 yards per catch with a long of 32 
the endangered species list along theme that permeates the Big 12. yards. Look for those figures to rise this 
with marine turtles, giant pandas and Augmenting the mix is Kansas State's fall, as long as the quarterback play 
Pac-10 defenses. There still are several Dylan Meier. remains steady, 


big, tall, strong-armed passers terroriz- Add it up, and 
ing opponents, but their numbers are Young, McNeal TSN's Unit rankings 
projected 
finish 


dwindling. Instead, the trend toward (718 yards rush- Offense Defense ‘Special 
having a quarterback who runs as well ing), Smith Backfield WRs Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall teams Coaches 
as he passes is gaining steam. Just (553), Woods NORTH DIVISION 
check out the Big 12, where you'd be (364), Meyer 1. lowa State ge a roe 5: Bi 9 9 42 8 
hard-pressed to find a better collection (331) and Meier set a 9 10 1 tt " 9 
of hybrids. (232) combined Ta Ee ae ee Sr 
The list begins with Texas A&M's for 3,277 yards Ce ee 
Reggie McNeal and Texas’ Vince tushing (546 per 6 8 pegrte. 29, 6 10 
Young. McNeal is one of the best run- man). And Othe Mi S11) 3-10-10) 8 a 
ner/thrower combinations in the nation, Oklahoma could a 
but he might quickly relinquish that add to the mix if Se Ree rane 
throne if Young proves he has taken the __ either Paul CUE ee it ee ee =) 
next step as a passer, Fans still are Thompson or a an me ee gi 46: 
buzzing about his performance in a Rhett Bomar win Daas a es es ee 55 
38-37 Rose Bowl win over Michigan, the job. What's it (came Td ST 912 
during which Young threw for 180 yards _all mean? The 1212 «12 : 12°42 12 12 ae matt 
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MOST OVERRATED PLAYER 

Rodrique Wright, DT, Texas This 
might be unfair, considering he played 
at about 70 percent last season while 
battling an ankle injury. Still, more 
was expected from a player many con- 
sider one of the top three or four 
defensive tackles in the nation. At 100 
percent this fall, and with NFL dollar 
signs in his eyes, Wright should regain 
the terrorizing form he displayed in 
2003 when he recorded 714 sacks, 
12 tackles for loss and 30 quarterback 
pressures, 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Sonny Cumbie, QB, Texas Tech 
Considering the Red Raiders have had 
to break in a new quarterback each of 
the last two seasons (B,J. Symons and 
Sonny Cumbie), this appears to be a 
plug-and-play offense. And Cody 
Hodges is the next plug-in. He's a sen- 
ior who has limited experience but a 
nice command of the offense, though he 
lacks impressive skills. Redshirt fresh- 
man Graham Harrell is one to watch, 
He's Mike Leach’s most-touted quarter- 
back recruit. 

Derrick Johnson, LB, Texas A consen- 
sus All-American and Butkus Award 
winner, Johnson was a swift, hard- 
hitting tackling machine who made 
those around him better. The staff will 
turn to Rashad Bobino and Robert 
Killebrew to fill the void, Bobino is a 
fireplug who likes to hit. Killebrew was 
Johnson's backup last season, He's a 
try-hard guy who can be physical. 

Jason White, QB, Oklahoma He 
leaves school as one of the Sooners’ 
all-time greats. White won the 2003 
Heisman Trophy and led the Sooners to 
each of the last two BCS title games. 
Rhett Bomar, who arrived amid much 
hype last season before redshirting, is 
an accomplished passer who also can 
run, Paul Thompson, who redshirted 
last year after backing up in 2003, is 
another athletic sort who has developed 
his passing. The third option is Tommy 
Grady, a tall, strong-armed passer who 
has good accuracy. But all have minimal 
experience. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

C.J, Ah You, DE, Oklahoma He began 
his career at BYU before transferring to 
Snow Junior College in Utah. Ah You, 
whose father played at BYU, will be 
asked to provide a rush off the edge 
with the likes of Dan Cody and 
Jonathan Jackson gone. Ah You, who 
took part in spring drills, has the size to 
hold up against the run, 

Jordan Shipley, WR, Texas He left 
high school as Texas’ all-time leading 
receiver but was sidelined last season 
by a preseason knee injury. Shipley has 


size, speed and soft hands. He could be 
the difference-maker this receiving unit 
lacked last year. 

Zac Taylor, QB, Nebraska The junior 
college transfer arrived in time for 
spring drills and impressed enough to 
win the starting quarterback job. Taylor, 
a Norman, Okla., native who began his 
career at Wake Forest, is a nice fit for 
the Huskers’ West Coast offense. He 
has displayed touch and promising 
decision-making skills. 

BEST BETS 

Nebraska will switch starting quarter 
backs at least once, .,. Baylor won't win 
a Big 12 game on the road, .., Kansas 
will win a game it shouldn't, ... Missouri 
will lose a game it shouldn't, .. Texas 
coach Mack Brown will swear up and 
down that his team is ready to play 


BIG 12 


Sooners for the sixth time in a row. ... 
Colorado coach Gary Barnett won't go 
one week without being asked if off- 
field issues are impacting his team. 
Texas Tech will be beating some poor 
school by three touchdowns late in the 
fourth quarter, and Mike Leach will 
throw into the end zone. ... After 
Oklahoma State's first loss, some media 
types will opine that new coach Mike 
Gundy is too inexperienced and young 
to be running a Big 12 team. .., Texas 
A&M quarterback Reggie McNeal will 
get hurt trying to do too much, .., Texas’ 
Vince Young will be described as the 
nation's most dangerous running quar- 
terback at least 1,000 times—once for 
each rushing yard he'll gain this season. 
... Missouri coach Gary Pinkel won't 
smile after wins, and he will frown after 


Oklahoma—and then lose to the losses. TSN 

OFFENSE OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt Cl Pos. Name, schoo! Ht WL cl 
WR Jarrett Hicks, Texas Tech 64 209 J. | WR Travis Wilson, Oklahoma 63 216 Ss: 
WR Todd Blythe, lowa Stato 65 210 So, | WR Sean Coffey, Missouri 65 220 S 
TE David Thomas, Toxas 63 245 Sr, | TE Malt Herian, Nebraska 65 240 Si 
T Jonathan Scott, Texas 67 310 S. | T Jeromey Clary, Kansas Stale 67 300 Sr, 
T Davin Joseph, Oklahoma 64 312 Sr, © T Justin Blalock, Texas 64 329 dr 
G Tony Palmer, Missouri 62 325 Sr | G — Manvol Ramirez, Texas Tech 64 333 I, 
G Willen, Texas 66 318 S. } G  CoryHiliard, Oklahoma Stale 65-300, 
© Adam Spicker, Missouri 63 310 So, | C _KurtMann, Nebraska 64 200 dk 
QB Reggie McNeal, Toxas ARM 62 208 S, | QB Vince Young, Texas 65 230 Jk 
RB Adan Peterson, Oklahoma 62 210 So, | RB Stevie Hicks, lowa State 62 215 dk 
RB Cory Ross, Nebraska 66 195 Sr | RB TaueanHenderson, Texas Tech 5:10 205 Sr 

DEFENSE DEFENSE 
E Bran Smith, Missouri 63 225 Ik | E — TimCrowder, Texas 64 255 Ih 
E Lamy Birdino, Oklahoma 65 251 J, | E — AlerLigon, Colorado 63 250 I 
T — Rochique Wight, Texas 65 305 Sz | T Johnny Jolly, Toxas A&M 64 309 S, 
T Lay Dibbes, Texas 62 285 Sr | T —LeKovin Smith, Nebraska 62 305 Sr 
LB Rulus Alexander, Oklahoma 61 225 J, | LB Brandon Archer, Kansas State = G2 295, 
LB Brian lwuh, Colorado 60 225 Sr | LB Aaron Haris, Texas 60 235 Sr, 
LB Thaddaeus Washington, Colorado 5-11 250 Sr LB Nick Reid, Kansas 64 230 & 
CB Codtic Gin, Teas 62 199 Sr | CB Lorenzo Sims, Colorado B41 188 dk 
CB Charles Gordon, Kansas S41 177 J. | CB. Antonio Huffman, Texas Tech 60 180 Jr 
$S _Jauson Appel, Texas A&M 60 198 Sr, ; S — Maurice Lane, Baylor B11 190 Sr 
S Michael Huf, Texas 61 205 Sr; S Jason Simpson, Missouri 60 205 Sr 

SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
K Mason Crosby, Colorado 62 210 J, | K Todd Pegram, Texas A&M 60 197 S 
P Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 63 222 J, ; P_ —_JohnTorp, Colorado 62 205 S. 
KR Wile Andrews, Baylor 540 190 Sr | KR Danny Amendola, Texas Tech S11 174 So. 

PLAYERS OF THE YEAR NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Adrian Peterson, RB, Oklahoma Offense: Jordan Shipley, WR, Texas 
Defense: Rochique Wright, T, Texas Defense: C.J, Ah You, , Oklahoma 
HONOR ROLL 


Best pregame atmosphere: Texas 

Best home-field advantage: Nebraska 

Worst home-field advantage: Baylor 
Strongest arm: Reggie McNeal, Texas A&M 
Most dangerous scrambler: Vince Young, Texas 
Fastest running back: Ramonce Taylor, Texas 
Best blocking back: 1D, Runnels, Oklahoma 
Most physical receiver: Travis Wilson, Oklahoma 
‘Surest hands: Jarrett Hicks, eras Tech 


Dip into insider Matt Hayes" college football mailbag at sportingnews.com 


Most disruptive end: Keyunta Dawson, Texas Tech 

Best run-stuffing tackle: Dusty Dvoracek, Oklahoma 
Hardest-hitting linebacker: Brandon Archer, Kansas State 
Fastest defensive back: Vincent Meeks, SS, Texas Tech 
Coach on the hot seat: Bill Callahan, Nebraska 

Best coach: Bob Stoops, Oklahoma 


Best offensive coordinator: Mike Leach, Texas Tech 
Best defensive coordinator: Carl Torbush, Texas A&M 
Best staff: Texas 


Games to watch 


Texas A&M at Clemson, Sept. 3 

This will be a tone-setter for both programs. The 
quarterback battle, Clemson's Charlie Whitehurst 
vs, A&M's Reggie McNeal, should decide it 


Texas at Ohio State, Sept. 10 
It's not hard to imagine these teams meeting for the 
national title in the Rose Bowl. 


lowa at lowa State, Sept. 10 

This is a flat-out nasty rivalry that few know anything 
about. That will change this fallin what shapes up 
as the biggest battle ever for the CyHawk Trophy. 


Oklahoma at UCLA, Sept, 17 

The last time these teams met in 2003, Antonio 
Perkins set NCAA standards with 277 punt return 
yards and three touchdowns in a 59-24 victory. It 
won't be that bad this time, 


Colorado at Miami, Sept. 24 
If Miami is struggling at quarterback and searching 
for a top runner, the Buffs might pul a shocker. 


Oklahoma vs. Texas at Dallas, Oct. 8 

{f you're counting at home, it’s five wins in a row for 
the Sooners. The last time OU won six in a row vs, 
the Longhorns was 1952-57, 


lowa State at Missouri, Oct. 15 

Cyclones fans stil get the cold sweats thinking 
about last year's finale vs, the Tigers, a defeat that 
cost lowa State its first trip to the Big 12 ttle game. 


Texas A&M at Oklahoma, Nov. 12 

The last time Texas A&M visited the Sooners: 
Oklahoma 77, Texas A&M 0. You can bet Aggies 
coach Dennis Franchione won't let his players forget. 


Texas at Texas A&M, Nov. 25 

This might decide the great quarterback debate of 
who's better: the Aggies’ Reggie McNeal or the 
Longhorns’ Vinee Young? 


Dream schedule 

‘As Gomer Pyle would say: Shame, shame, shame. 
‘Sam Houston State? Indiana State? Florida 
Atlantic? Mike Leach's Texas Tech team has no 
need to fear anyone. This is a program that last 
season dumped No. 4 Cal in the Holiday Bowl and 
hung 70 on Nebraska. Golly, play the big boys. 


Nightmare schedule 

Last year, Colorado tangoed with Washington 
State and Colorado State. In 2002, it was 
Colorado State, UCLA, Washington State and 
Florida State. This year, Colorado is staring down a 
trip to Miami, Yes, THAT Miami, But Gary Barnett is 
used to facing adversity, He'd be wise to forge a 
2-0 start because the next four are tough: at Miami, 
at Oklahoma State, Texas A&M, at Texas. 


Bowl bound 

Texas, Oklahoma, Texas A&M, lowa State, Texas 
Tech, Missouri and Colorado appear to be in good 
shape. In fact, the Longhorns could end up playing 
for the national championship in the Rose Bowl, 
Oklahoma, Texas A&M and lowa State appear wor- 
thy of playing in the Cotton or Holiday bowls. If not 
Dallas or San Diego, any of those three could be 
headed for the Alamo or Independence bowls. 
Everyone else will be scurrying for spots in the 
Houston, Tangerine and Fort Worth bowls. 
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tn, Rivals.com 


1. Martellus Bennett, TE 
2, Zackary Bowman, DB 
leMarcus Grange 
4, Marlon Lucky, RB. 


6-0/202 


1275 ___ Raymond, Miss/Hinds (Miss,) .C. Oklahoma State 
6. Ryan Reynolds, LB = _____Las Vegas/Bishop Gorman Oklahoma : 
1. Roy Miler, OT 62/302 ___ Killen, Teras/Shoomaker Teas 
‘B.Leon Jackson, ATH 68/200 Pasco, WashPasco Nebraska 
9.Quan Cosby, ATH 511/200 Mar, Tevas/Mart Teta 
= 6-4/278 ~ Porland/Grant Nebraska 
61/185 Port Arthur, Texas/Memoril Texas 
Lo Kingfisher, Okla/Kingfisher Oklahoma 
48, Reggio Sn Edmond, Okla/Santa Fe Oklahoma = 
14, Frantz Hardy, Wi 0 El Dorado, Kan/Butler County (Kan) C.C, Nebraska 
48. Malcolm Kelly, WR . igvew, Texas/Longview Oklahoma 
16. Henry Melton, ATH = Grapevine, Texas/Grapevine Texas 
17. Keenan DB Suipher Springs, Teras/Sulpher Springs Oklahoma - 
“18, Philip Dillard, Jenks, Okla/Jenks Nebraska 
19. Eric Huggins, Ws 6 Conway, SC./Conway Oklahoma 
20. Michael Shumard, OL 6-5/290 Killeen, Texas/Harker Heights Texas A&M 


(Oklahoma landed eight ofthe top 100 players in the nation, and 4. Oklahoma 

DT DeMarcus Granger and CB Reggie Smith project as futue stars. 

-» Nebraska suffered an unthinkable 5:6 recordin 2004, but coach Bil 2, Nebraska 

Callahan responded with a top five class that was the nation’s biggest 3, Texas A&M 

surprise. RB Marlon Lucky and junior college CB Zackary Bowman 4, Texas 

should play significant roles ths fll... Another surprise was the top 10 5. Kansas State 

class put together by Texas A&M, which landed the top player in Texas, es 

five-star TE Martellus Bennett... Texas’ small class included a quarter- Tete Te 

back, Colt McCay, but not the one it wanted most. The Longhoms lost 7. Missouri 

Ryan Perilloux to LSU. DT Roy Miller and athlete Quan Cosby, who has 8, Oklahoma State 

played minor league baseball the past four years, have a chance to be 9, Colorado 

impact players, ... Kansas State went fo six junior colege players who 

should help immediately... Junior college DE Ryan McBean could be 10. Kansas 

one of the top newcomers in the league for Oklahoma State... Baylor's 11. lowa State 

class was at the bottom ofthe Big 12, but WR David Gettis was asteal. 12, Baylor 
RUSHING 

Player, school, class = G _Yds.__Av 


1. Adtian Peterson, Oklahoma, S 19 339 1,925 
_2, Cory Ross, Nebraska, S1 - 1207 
8. Vinee Young, Texas, Je__ = io Abr 


ie Hicks, lowa State, Sr 12270 


_5. Taurean Henderson, Teras Tech, Sr. 12162 640 _ 


PASSING 
Yds. YdsJ/att. TD Rating 


1,628 87 13142, 
2791 81 14 1374-96 


Reggie McNeal, Texas Ad 12944 200581 


3. Vince Young, Texas, J 12. 148 50.2 11 924 121984 St 
4, Dylan Meier, Kansa 10 127577 5 1436 65 9 1215 60 _ 
5. Joel Klatt, Colorado, Sr. 13 216 589 15 2998 65 11 1155 68 
RECEIVING 
Player, school, class = Gee. Yds, TD RPG YPR_YPG NCAAtk. 
1. Jarett Hicks, Texas Tech, Je =e Da 76 F177 1363 155 981 10 
2. Todd Blythe, k ss3_ 619834 oad 88 
648 6010 166 589 77 
Noods, Oki tale, 69063 209 875 81 
5. Dominique Zeigler, Baylor, Je. 53082 97 636 - 


SportING News experts select the 40 Best Stadiums 
for experiencing college football. Stadiums were chosen 
| . L/ | based on settings, structure, fans, mascots, magnitude 
ysl ez ~ SOOTBALLS M , - of games, marching bands, traditions—everything 
cou! that makes watching college football exciting and 
os memorable. Filled with vivid photos. 224 pages, 
iy hardbound with dust jacket. 
—< 
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North Division 


1. Iowa State 
a _sCNational rank ey 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The game 
plan for coordinator Barney Cotton, the 
former offensive boss under Frank 
Solich at Nebraska, is to spread 
defenses and keep them guessing. The 
emergence of quarterback Bret Meyer 
last season seemed to ignite the 
offense, and he will be given every 
opportunity to make plays. 


‘SKILL 

POSITIONS 
Schedule Meyer grabbed 
Date Opponent the starting job 


Minois State and never let 
go. He posted 
total offense and 
passing num- 
bers that never 
had been 


Baylor 


Hicks, who. 
gained 1,062 
yards last year, 
can 


ders oO} 
cron] them. 


Oklahoma State 
_ Mat Texas A&M 
5 __ Kansas State 
Nov. 12 Colorado 
at Kansas 


“Friday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Northern lowa .. 
at lowa. . 
Northern linois 


approached by 
an Iowa State 
freshman or 
sophomore. The 
fleet-footed 
Meyer can run 
but would 
rather pass. He 
gives ISU an 
established 
quarterback 
entering a sea- 
son for the first 


at Oklahoma State . 
Texas A&M. 
at Colorado, 
at Baylor 


time since 
Seneca Wallace 
in 2002, Meyer's 
most impressive 
trait is coacha- 
bility. He didn’t 
repeat the same 
mistakes last 
year, giving his 
offense the 
chance to 
become more 
potent as the season progressed, Meyer 
is not the only offensive weapon. Work- 
horse running back Stevie Hicks, a 
1,062-yard rusher, has the size to run 
through defenders and the feet to get 
around them. Dan McCarney's strong 
focus on the running game makes it 
imperative to find a strong backup, so 
Jason Scales got a good look in the 
spring, and junior college transfer Walter 
Nickel made a strong claim on the new 
H-back position. The passing game 
focuses on talented Todd Blythe, who is 
coming off knee surgery. He makes 


“Independence Bowl 


5 
E 


66 


A Big 12 coach SAYS stevie ticks is a poweriul guy. He runs hard with his 
pads down. He has good acceleration. He isn't a burner. And on frst hits, he can break some tackles, ... Bret 
Meyer is a good athlete. He reminds some people of Brad Smith (Missouri. That's a trend a lot of coaches 
are going toward, that mobile quarterback who can create outside of the pocket. He moves well. His throwing 
has gotten better, butit isn't consistent. He'll pull the string on some balls. He just needs to get experience... 
«» They/te going to be pretty good, They have some athletic abiliy on defense. There are some linebackers 
who can run well. Their defensive line is blue-collar guys. They aren't extremely talented, but they play hard. 


plays all over the field and draws dou- 
ble-teams that free up teammates. One 
beneficiary is Jon Davis, who has a 
knack for making the spectacular catch. 
If Davis also can make the routine ones, 
he'll be part of the Big 12's most potent 
pass-catching duo. Milan Moses also fig- 
ures to improve, and athletic quarter- 
back Austin Flynn has moved to receiv- 
er, giving the Cyclones another poten- 
tially dangerous weapon. Ben Barkema 
and Brandon Tinlin will get first crack at 
tight end. 


OFFENSIVE LINE Cotton doubles as 
the line coach, so he knows a thing or 
two about the job. Three starters return 
from a front wall that grew stronger as 
last season progressed, and replace- 
ments appear ready to step into the two 
vacated spots. Imposing tackle Aaron 
Brant is the anchor on the right side, 
guard Kory Pence on the left. The left 
tackle opening is a crucial one that may 
be filled by JC transfer Scott Fisher. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Cyclones attack out of a 4-3 that typically 
is anchored by one of coordinator John 
Skladany's trademark lines. The idea is 
to take away the short game first and to 
use zone-pressure schemes and blitzes 
when the need arises. Skladany mixes 
coverages to confuse quarterbacks. 


FRONT SEVEN The line returns three 
starters from a group that held oppo- 
nents to 139.2 rushing yards per game. 
The interior will be especially strong 
with nose tackle Nick Leaders and 
tackle Brent Curvey. Leaders is physical 
and quick with a nonstop motor, Curvey 
is a big-play man. Shawn Moorehead, 
the pass rush specialist off the edge, has 
bulked up and retained his quickness. 
The big question is the other end. 
Cephus Johnson, who was suspended 
in the spring, competed in drills any- 
way, thanks to a ruling by an athletic 
department appeals committee. If rein- 
stated, he figures to start. If not, look for 
Collins Eboh to get the call. Patience is 
the buzzword for a linebacking unit that 
needs time to grow. Tim Dobbins, the 
only returning starter, excels at chasing 
down runners, but he's also quick and 
athletic enough to drop into coverage. 
Matt Robertson and Jamarr Buchanan 
will battle on the weak side. Each has 
potential. The strongside job probably 
will go to Adam Carper, who moved 
over from safety in the spring. 


SECONDARY The loss of cornerback 
Ellis Hobbs is a big hit. But everyone 
else returns to a unit that should be a 
strength. DeAndre Jackson will be the 
primary cover corner, and he has the 
speed, size and experience to make 
plays. The other corner could be 
LaMarcus Hicks, who has shown a big- 


play penchant in his role as nickel back. 
Free safety Steve Paris is one of the best 
athletes on the team, and strong safety 
Nik Moser, a track guy, attacks runners 
and receivers with reckless abandon. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking was a huge 
issue last season. Tony Yelk was side- 
lined by a hip injury, and that sent the 
ISU kicking game into a spiral. Walk-on 
Bret Culbertson eventually settled into 
the job, but now he'll have to fight off 
Yelk. Punting chores will be handled by 
Troy Blankenship, who's accurate and 
dependable. Look for Scales and Greg 
Coleman to return kickoffs, and 
Terrance Highsmith to bring his big- 
play ability to punt returns. 


COACHING STAFF All coaches scream 
and yell to get a point across, but that 
isn't a major part of McCarney’s person- 
ality. Several of his coaches are 
excitable—Cotton and Skladany—but 
the environment is not adversarial 
between the staff and players. Positive 
reinforcement is a must. 


BOTTOM LINE This is the best team 
McCarey has put on the field in three 
years in Ames. The Cyclones should 
have one of the league's most potent 
offenses, and the defense is good 
enough to keep them in games. Even 
the kicking should improve, which 
might mean another victory or two. But 
the last time they felt this good was 
2002, and that team flamed out. A col- 
lapse like that would be a huge disap- 
pointment. —Chris Dempsey 


Cyclones data 

Stadium: Jack Trice (grass, 45,814) 

Site: Ames, lowa 

Coach: Dan McCarney (45-72, 10 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Barney Cotton (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: John Skladany (9th year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 


Last league title won: 1912 (Missouri Valley, tie) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 66 

2004 record: 7-5 (beat Miami [Ohio] in 
Independence Bowl); Big 12 North: 4-4/T1st 

Website: www.cyclones.com 


Returning leaders 
Stevie Hicks a 1,062 39 5 
Bret Meyer 144 331 23 2 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt GL 
WAR 81 Jon Davis* 64 200 sr. 
8 Austin Fiynn S115 dr. 
IT 62 Johannes Egbers 63 200 Sr. 
69 Scott Fisher 67 323 dr 
UG 72 Kory Pence” 64 310 Sr 
70 Tom Schmeling 63 25 Fr. 
G 58 Seth Zehr 65 300 dr 
55 Anthony Walker 62 25 So. 
RG 65 Fabian Dodd 63 3158 Sr. 
64 Trent Claussen 64 300 Je 
78 Aaron Brant 67 31 dr 
68 John Tjaden 67 300 So. 
41 Ben Barkema 63 250 So. 
80 Brandon Tinin 54 245 So, 
WR 1 ‘Todd Biythe* 65 210 So 
32 Milan Moses 61 190 So. 
QB 7 Bret Meyer* 63 205 So. 
2 Terrance Highsmith = B15 Sr. 
RB 27 Stevie Hicks* 62 15 Jr 
6 Jason Scales 53 200 So. 
HB 16 Walter Nickel! 63° 25 Je 
43 Kyle Smith 62 25 dr 
K 37 Bret Culbertson™ 65 195 So 
KR 6 Jason Scales 59 200 So. 
“Returning starter 


Jon Davis 48 614128, 
Todd Blythe 39-833 
Milan Moses 14 155) Ao 
Bret — a B 8 0 40 
Brian Jansen eS SG: 
Nik Maser 5926 55/26 
Steve Paris a aes 83 4/8 
Tim Dobbins 2 29 1 35/8 
Brent Curvey mo 28 52 5/3 
Nick Leaders 2a 4 50 39 
DeAndre Jackson 39. 1 50 0 
‘Sacks: Shawn Moorehead (4.5) 
Interceptions: Moser (3) 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
E 43. Cephus Johnson 62 250 Sr 
73 Collins Eboh 62 240 So, 
NT 68 Nick Leaders* 62 290 Sr. 
96 Matt Wood 6-2 265 So. 
T 52 Brent Curvey* 60 300 Jr. 
93. Bryce Braaksma 63 230 So, 
E 40 Shawn Moorehead* = 6-325 Jr. 
28° Korey Smith 64 240 Jr. 
WLB 10 Matt Robertson 61 230 Jr. 
26 Jamarr Buchanan 61 230 Sr, 
MLB 44° Tim Dobbins” 61 245 Sr. 
5 Ron Prelow 60 230 So. 
SLB 10 Adam Carper 62 200 Fr. 
25 Nick Frere 62 215 Fr 
CB 14 DeAndre Jackson* 6-0 185 Jt. 
39 Roger Wright 510 180 Fr 
SS 9 Nik Moser* 60 195 Sr. 
21 Caleb Berg 61 195 So. 
FS 8 Steve Paris* 61 200 Sr. 
12 David Rahe 61 205 Jr. 
CB 28 LaMarcus Hicks* 60 190 Sr. 
6 Chris Brown 540 175 Fr, 
P24 Troy Blankenship” 61 190 Sr. 
PR 2 Terrance Highsmith 6-1 115 Sr. 


Tigers data 


‘Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 


68,349) 


Site: Columbia, Mo. 
Coach: Gary Pinkel (22-25, 
4 years; 95-62-3 overall, 


14 years) 


Offensive coordinator: 
Dave Christensen (5th year) 
Defensive coordinator; 


Matt Eberflus 
Offensive sche 


Defensive scheme: 


Last league title 
Eight, tie) 


(6th year) 


won: 1969 (Big 


Last bow! appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 14 
2004 record: 5-6; 


Big 12 North: 


3-5/T3rd 


Website: www.mutigers.com 


Schedule 


Sept. 3 


Sept. 10 New Mexico 


Oct. 8 


Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 


at Kansas City 


Arkansas State* 


Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 


Arkansas State 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The new attack, which spreads 
out linemen and features options, shovel passes and quick sprintout 
passes, is an attempt to put the game back into quarterback Brad 
‘Smith's hands-or feet. Everything should be fast and furious. The Tigers 
even worked without a huddle during an uptempo spring. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Smith is a capable passer, but 
he's at his explosive best when on the run and improvising His sneaky- 
fast speed produces lots of big plays. Coaches are hoping to see a 
2005 Smith who more closely resembles the 2003 version that scored 
18 touchdowns and threw for 11 more. Small and fast is the name of 
the Mizzou running game. Tony Temple and Marcus Woods will battle for 
the job. Both have the speed to get outside, and both have the com- 
pact, muscular bodies to do damage up the middle. Sean Coffey wil 
lead the receiving corps. He has good hands, leaping abilty and speed. 
Aso back is Brad Ekwerekwu, who works well over the middle, and 
Wiliam Franklin, an athletic option who needs only to improve his work 
ethic. Keep an eye on tight end Martin Rucker, who also has the tools to 
get playing time as a wideout. The line was plagued by inconsistency 
and mistakes in 2004, There was a silver ining from last year's inconsis- 
tency: Several players gained experience. The veteran and best player is 
left guard Tony Palmer, but center Adam Spieker is a rising star. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Matt Eberflus turned 
traditionally maligned unit into one of the best in the nation last year. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL There's talent on the edges where 
Xzavie Jackson and Brian Smith are stationed, but the interior ine i a nag 
ging concer. Jackson is the leader of the front wall. He's so quick that 
coaches experimented with athree-down linemen scheme that allowed him 
to drop into coverage. Speed-ushing specialist Smith retums tothe other 
end, but he might share time with Stryker Sulak. Replacing tackles Atiyyah 
Elison and CJ, Mosley will require a group effort from Earl Stephens, 
Lorenzo Wiliams, Scott Wheatley and DeMarcus Soott. There's talent at 
linebacker, Marcus Bacon should become a force on the strong side, and 
Deckick Harington has the speed and athleticism to patrol the middle. 
Coaches are excited about Derick Ming and Van Alexander at James 
Kinney's former weakside spot. Fiery free safety Jason Simpson spends a 
lot of time hovering round the line, harassing the quarterback and disrupt 
ing the running game. In a defense that sometimes will go with two ine- 
backers and three safeties, David Overstreet and JC transfer Darel Terell 
will get lots of minutes. When Pinkel aved, there was a death of talent at 
cornerback, and he had to employ soft zone coverages. Now, he can 
choose from a deeper, more experienced group. Calin Washington and 
speedy AJ, Kincade figure to start. But Marcus King likely will move in front 
‘of Washington i he retums from suspension. I's important the comers play 
without help from a safety so Simpson can bitz and crowd the line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS This has been a consistent sore spot. Kicker 
‘Adam Crossett has a strong leg but questionable accuracy. Walk-on 
Matt Hoenes, Crossett and freshman Matt Casaday willbe given looks 
at punter. Shirdonya Mitchell (kickoffs) and Thomson Omboga (punt) will 
be replaced by a group that includes Temple, Woods and Alex Woodley. 
COACHING STAFF With Pinkel, i's all about discipline and 
preparation. The penalties and mental mistakes that characterized 2004 
were a shocking contributor to his team's collapse. Pinkel runs long, 
intense practices, demanding that tasks be repeated until done propery. 
His game plans normally are sound, but he has struggled to adjust. 
BOTTOM LINE Pinke! must straighten out the special teams, put 
‘Smith in positions where he can succeed and repair the middle of his 
defense. f Pinkel achieves those goals, Missouri has the talent and the 
schedule to retum to a bow! game, -S. Scott Rosenberg 
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OFFENSE 


. Name 


Wiliam Franklin 
Chris Crosby 
Tyler Luellen 
Colin Brown 

Tony Palmer* 
Ryan Madison 
‘Adam Spieker* 
John Dirk 

Mike Cook 

‘Monte Wyrick 
Joel Clinger 

Kyle Riggs 
Martin Rucker* 
DeQuinoy Howard 
Brad Ekwerekwu* 
Andrew Hoskins 
‘Sean Coffey" 
Jason Ray 

Brad Smith* 
Brandon Coleman 
Tony Temple 
Marcus Woods: 
‘Adam Crossett 


DEFENSE 
Name 


Brian Smith* 
Stryker Sulak 
Lorenzo Wiliams 
Scott Wheatley 
Earl Stephens 
DeMarcus Scott 
Xzavie Jackson* 
Elgin Childress 
Derrick Ming 

Van Alexander 
Dedtick Harrington® 
David Richard 
Marcus Bacon 
Emmett Moris 
Marcus King” 
‘ex Woodley 
David Overstreet 
Justin Scott 
Jason Simpson* 
Brandon Massey 
AJ. Kincade 
Cahin Washington 
Matt Hoones 


starter 


Buffaloes data 

Stadium: Folsom Field (grass, 
53,750) 

Site: Boulder, Colo. 


Goach: Gary Barnett (42-33, 
6 years; 85-89-2 overall, 
15 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Shawn Watson (6th year, 
7th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Mike Hankwitz (2nd year, 
12th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2001 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 37 

2004 record: 8-5 (beat UTEP in 
Houston Bowl); 

Big 12 North: 4-4/Tist 

Website: www.cubuffs.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 

Sept.3 Colorado State 
Sept. 10 New Mexico State 
Sept. 24 at 


BM Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Colorado State . 
Washington State’ . 
North Texas 
at Missouri. 
Oklahoma State . 
lowa State. 
at Texas A&M . 


Big 12 championship game 
‘Houston Bow! 


MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN 


3. Colorado 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Shawn Watson 
adapts to his personnel, but there will be renewed emphasis on throw- 
ing because of quarterback Joe! Klatt and a talented stable of receivers. 
OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL No one on the team is more 
respected than Klatt, and his abilty to put bad situations behind him 
should keep him from repeating a lackluster 2004, In Gary Bamett’s 
tenure, running back never has been a problemunti this year. The best 
runner might be fullback Lawrence Vickers, a bruiser with speed. Byron 
Ellis, Hugh Charles and Brandon Caesar also will be in the running back 
mix. There are young, talented wideouts-Blake Mackey, Dusty Sprague, 
Patrick Willams, Reggie Joseph, Alvin Bamett and Evan Judge—but tight 
end Joe Klopfenstein is the most reliable pass catcher. Buffaloes’ 
receivers dropped 39 passes last year, which contributed to Klett’s sub- 
par numbers and to the offensive siruggles. Colorado likes to bully 
‘opponents with its running game, and that starts up front. But softness 
has been a recent problem, and pass protection too often broke down 
last season. Coaches believe they have addressed both issues. Guard 
Brian Daniels, who plays with quick feet, smarts and a mean streak, is 
the best of the bunch. Guard Edwin Harrison has the potential to be as 
good as any Colorado lineman in recent years, and center Mark Fenton 
and tackle Ciint O'Neal provide physical punch. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Mike Hankwitz 
prefers an attacking style. The linebackers are freed up to make plays, 
and the secondary uses zone coverage much ofthe time to confuse 
quarterbacks. Linebackers also drop into zones on obvious passing situ- 
ations. Hankwitz also likes to use an array of blitz packages. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line could become an asset. 
aka Manupuna and James Garee are sold interior players, and Alex 
Ligon and Abraham Wright will get frst shots at filing the end spots. All 
showed flashes in 2004 but must concentrate on being more consis- 
tent. Almost all the tackles and big plays came from linebackers last 
season, and that won't change. Inside linebacker Jordon Dizon has a 
knack for being around the footbal, as does inside mate Thaddaeus 
Washington, who has a welleamed reputation as a hard hitter. Brian 
Iwuh is Colorado's “Buff” linebacker, which allows the athletic senior to 
roam the field, looking to make plays. Look forthe Bus to use plenty of 
zone coverage in a secondary that returns everyone of consequence. 
The emphasis will be on limiting big plays. CU's secondary seldom was 
beaten over the top last year, and now coaches hope the group will take 
the next step by locking down receivers. That's easier said than done. 
The comers’ biggest shortcoming isn't their abily to stay with receivers, 
it’s their height. Speedy Terrence Wheatley isthe best cover comer- 
back. Academic issues may keep safety JJ. Bilingsley off the field, but 
Dominique Brooks is a hard hitter with a knack for making plays. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Mason Crosby and punter John Torp will 
form one of the top duos in the country. Crosby led the nation with six 
field goals from 50 yards or longer. Tor's career 44.6-yard average is 
the best among active punters, Punt returner Stephone Robinson is a 
blend of speed and vision. The team still must pick a kickoff retumer. 
COACHING STAFF The staff generaly is laid-back, though offen- 
sive line coach Dave Borbely and secondary coach Craig Bray can be 
screamers. Bamett picks and chooses when to raise his voice, depend- 
ing on the pulse of the team. He's as effective a motivator as there is in 
college football. The overall atmosphere is supportive-on Bamett’s 
orders~and that has made his teams close-knit. 

BOTTOM LINE ff Colorado gets its running game together and 
gels steady play from Katt, the Bufis probably will make another run at 
the Big 12 North ttle, -Chris Dempsey 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht 
WR 83 Dusty Sprague 64 
5 AWin Bamett 60 
ST 77 Tyler Polumbus 68 
63 Jack Tipton 63 
$6 76 Edwin Harrison 64 
75 Daniel Sanders 63 
© 5B Mark Fenton” 64 
‘57 Bryce MacMartin 62 
TG 66 Brian Daniels* 65 
51 Garrett Collins 63 
TT 73 Giint O'Neal” 65 
79 Gary Moore 66 
TE 89° Joe Kiopfensteins = 6-6 
45. Quinn Sypniewski 67 
WR 82 Evan Judge” 62 
9 Blake Mackey 63 
QB 14 Joel Klatt” 64 
10 James Cox 63 
RB 2 Hugh Charles 58 
22 Byron Elis 60 
FR 17 Lawrence Vickers* 6-2 
30 Paul Creighton 65 
K 16 Mason Crosby” 62 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht 
E 53. Abraham Wright 63 
56 Greg Newman 64 
NT $3 Vaka Manupuna* 4 
96 Marcus Jones 4 
T 82 James Garee* 66 
62 John Guydon 62 
E 51 Alex Ligon* 63 
41 Nonzo Barrett 63 
1LB 49 Thaddaeus Washington 5-T1 
13° Joe Sanders 63 
1LB 44 Jordon Dizon* 60 
12 Akarika Dawn al 
OLB 27 Brian iwuh* 60 
40 Brad Jones 64 
CB 22 Lorenzo Sims* cal 
1 Stephone Robinson 5-9 
SS 18 Dominique Brooks 6-1 
2 Charlie Sherman 64 
FS 5 J. Billingsley 51 
8 Tom Hubbard 65 
31 Gerett Burl* 510 
26 Terrence Wheatley* 5-10 
P29 John Torn 62 
*Returing starter 
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Wildcats data 
Stadium: KSU (artificial, 50,000) 
Site: Manhattan, Kan, 
Goach: Bill Snyder (131-62-1, 
16 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Del Miller 
(3rd year, 12th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Bob Elliott 
(ath year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2003 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 20 
2004 record: 4-7; 
Big 12 North: 2-6/T5th 
Website: www.kstatesports.com 


Schedule 


Bi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Western Kentucky 
Fresno State . 
LarLafayette 
at Texas A&M 


W, 27-18 
L, 45-21 
W, 40-20 
+L, 4230 
31-28 
31-24 
W, 45:21 
L, 36-25 
W, 35-24 
L, 38:31 
197-23 


70 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Without a strong arm to throw 
downfield, the Wildcats struggled last season, relying too heavily on 
Darren Sproles running behind a poor lie, Although Bil Snyder still 
doesn't have the quarterback to throw deep, he needs to regain the 
diversity that had become his team's trademark. The more versatile the 
quarterback, the more successful K'State's offense will be, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterbacks Dylan Meier and 
Allen Webb spent last season swapping starts, Meier is the most pol 
ished passer of the duo and looms as the starter. Webb is more of a 
running threat, But neither of the incumbents have shown an ability to 
throw deep, opening the door for redshirt freshman Allan Ewidge, With 
a committee of young backs to choose from, K-State hopes to find a 
worthy successor to the dynamic Sproles, One hopeful is Florida State 
transfer Thomas Clayton, Other contenders include Carlos Alsup and 
Donnie Anders, The good news is that two dependable fullbacks, Victor 
Mann and Ayo Saba, are ready to block. Wideouts Jermaine Moreira, 
Yamon Figurs and Davin Dennis need to show improved running skis 
alter the catch and better abiity to gain separation In a more perfect 
game plan, the Wildcats wil throw deep, capitalizing on Figurs' blazing 
speed. Both tight ends, Brett Alstatt and Rashad Norwood, have play: 
making potential, The lone returning starter up front i right tackle 
Jeromey Clary, who better prepare fr lfe as the go-to blocker. The rest 
ofthe unit is young and inexperienced, This group is athletic and talent: 
ed and eventually should outplay last year’s line. But it also could take 
awhile for everything to fall into place, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The coaches lke to be aggres- 
sive and dictate pressure with blitzes in hopes of generating turnovers, 
That means the secondary often is left in man coverage, which can be a 
challenging prospect. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line willbe a strength if jnior 
college transfers Steve Burch and Ricky Miller lve up to their biling 
behind starting ends Tearrius George and Scott Edmonds, a proven tan- 
ddem that should exert pressure on quarterbacks, Kansas State also is 
experienced on the interior with Derek Marso and Quintin Echols, solid 
players who lack star potential. The linebackers aren't the fastest group 
to play this position at K‘State, meaning the Wildcats could have prob- 
lems filing gaps. Ted Sims is a strong presence in the middle. Weakside 
linebacker Matt Butler should bounce back strong after an injury-plagued 
2004, And Brandon Archer displayed big-pay ability lat year. Two-year 
starting safety Jesse Tetuan is battling inexperienced Marcus Watts for 
his job, suggesting that no one should take his job for granted, Maurice 
Mack and Surrell Davis figure in at strong safety. Both starters were lost 
at cornerback, opening the door for Maurice Porter, Byron Gavin, Kjle 
Wiliams and Bryan Baldwin. The inexperience is unsettling for a team 
that committed too many breakdowns late in games last year, 


SPECIAL TEAMS Snyder will cross is fingers that Jeff 
Snodgrass or Jared Parker can handle the pressure of kicking. Punting 
will be in the more experienced hands of Tim Reyer, who stepped up big 
last season, Because of his speed, Figurs isa threat to run back a punt. 
Moreira and Dennis could share kick return duties. 

COACHING STAFF Football is Snyder's business, and that busi- 
ness is all about winning, After a slip lke the Wildcats experienced last 
season, Snyder is going to pick up the pace. And he will demand that 
players, coaches and staff members do so as well 

BOTTOM LINE The key for resurgence begins on defense. The blue- 
print for success remains intact, and coordinator Bob Elliott knows how to 
follow it. Don't be surprised if K-State returns tothe postseason, though 
an exotic destination probably is asking too much, ~Kevin Haskin 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 10 Jermaine Moreira* 
88 Jesse Martinez 
(77 Michael Frieson 
73° Gerard Spexarth 
L672 John Hafferty 
‘15 Matt Boss 
© 70 Ryan Schmidt 
51 Jacob Voegeli 
RG 67 ~— Greg Wafford 
69 Caleb Handy 
66 Jeromey Clary* 
68 Brad Rooker 
80, Brett Alstatt 
89 Rashad Norwood 
WR 16 Yamon Figurs* 
18 Davin Dennis* 
QB 9 Dylan Meier 
8 Allen Webb 
RB 5 — Thomas Clayton 
21 Carlos Alsup 
FB 42 Victor Mann* 
36 Ayo Saba 
K 19 Jeff Snodgrass, 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 92 Tearrius George 
Ricky Miller 
T 56 Quintin Echols 
44 Jordan Bedore 
T 95 Derek Marso* 
50 Alphonso Moran 
E 93 Scott Edmonds* 
Steve Burch 
WLB 69 Matt Butler® 
36 Marcus Perry 
MLB 45 Ted Sims* 
55 Marvin Simmons 
SLB 46 Brandon Archer* 
42 James Graber 
CB 1 ~— Maurice Porter 
Justin MoKinney 
SS 24 Maurice Mack 
4 Surrell Davis 
FS 23 Jesse Tetuan* 
2 Marcus Watts 
CB 6 Byron Garvin 
9 Kyle Williams 
P = 11 ‘Tim Reyer* 
Returning starter 


285 


220 


Cornhuskers data 

Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
73,918) 

Site: Lincoln, Neb. 

Coach; Bill Callahan (5-6, 1 year) 

Offensive coordinator: Jay Norvell 
(2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Kevin Cosgrove (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1999 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 27 
2004 record: 5-t 

Big 12 North: 3-5/T3rd 
Website: www.huskers.com 


Schedule 


Sept. 3 Maine 

Sept. 10 Wake Fi 

Sept. 17 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 1 @ lowa State 

Oct.8 Texas Tech 
Oct. 15 at Baylor 

Oct. 22 

Oct.29 mC 

Nov.5 at Ke 

Nov. 1 


Nov. 25 at Colorado* 
“Friday 
1 Toughest game @ Must win 


4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


Westem Illinois . . W, 56-17 


Southern Miss. 21-47 
at Pittsburgh . W, 24-17 
Kansas. . W, 14:8 
at Texas Tech - 
Baylor 

at Kansas State. 

Missouri. 


at lowa State, 
at Oklahoma . . 
Colorado. . 


5. Nebraska 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Bill Callahan's sharp mind and 
NFL scheme were well beyond the firstyear grasp of his players last 
season. He could have molded the new attack around his personnel, but 
he chose to install the entire offense and hope for the best. In the long 
run, the experience should help the players. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Junior college transfer Zac Taylor 
impressed coaches with his accuracy and decision-making ability in the 
spring and took over the quarterback job from Joe Dailey, who trans- 
ferred, Taylor is a decent athlete who understands the West Coast con- 
cepts, But he better not get too comfortable because hot-shot recruit 
Harrison Beck will ave in the fal, Cory Ross will command the running 
back position, but incoming freshmen Marlon Lucky and Leon Jackson 
ccould push him, Fullback Dane Todd is a physical blocker who can 
catch. The receivers are promising, Mark LeFlore is learning quickly, and 
Terrence Nunn showed dep-threat potential last year, as did sprinter 
Isaiah Fluelln, If LeFlore and Co, don't step up, look for newcomers to 
play in a hurry. Tight end Matt Herian is a weapon, but he might redshirt 
while recovering from injury. The let side ofthe line appears to be the 
strength, Tackle Seppo Ewwaraye is moving over from the right side, and 
guard Brandon Koch and center Kurt Mann are solid anchors. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The talent is improving, so look 
for more of an attack made. Coordinator Kevin Cosgrove promises to 
switch to a zone scheme to ft the evolving pass rush and secondary. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Nebraska fans want to know 
when Le Kevin Smith and Titus Adams wil stat playing like dominant 
tackles. Three ofthe top four ends return, led by Adam Carrier, who 
has all the tools, and Jay Moore, who started every game last year. The 
linebackers might have Cosgrove pulling out what hair he has lft 
Stewart Bradley has decent atheticism-now i's time for him to make 
plays on the strong side. Cosgrove thought about having him fill Barrett 
Ruua's spot in the middle, but that task likely will go to Lance 
Brandenburgh, Corey MeKeon or even freshman Philip Dillard, JC 
speedster Steve Octavien is expected to start on the weak side, The 
secondary needs to be rebut, Daniel Bullocks wil be the anchor at 
strong safety, but the other positions are up for grabs, Andrew Shanle is 
inline to replace free safety Josh Bullocks, who left early, Corerback 
Fabian Washington also opted for the NFL draft, so Tierre Green, one of 
the top athletes on the team, was moved from running back to comer to 
get his athleticism on the field, The left side figures to be manned by 
Cortney Grisby. And don't forget about Zackary Bowman, one ofthe top 
junior college corners in the country. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Work is needed. David Dyches, a solid kicker, 
will be No. 1 entering the fall, but he'll be pressed by freshman Jordan 
Congdon. Look for Nunn to take over as punt returner, and Green and 
Brandon Jackson to handle kick returns. Punter Sam Koch is one guy 
who doesn't have fo worry about his jab. 


COACHING STAFF Callahan emphasized more physical prac- 
tices, He also took responsibilty away from secondary coach Phil 
Elmassian, whose all-star unit underachieved last season, and more 
practice time was devoted to special teams. Callahan pledged to make 
everything simpler, so the Huskers could get back to playing, not think- 
ing. The staff also went out of its way to bond with the players in the off- 
season, Team chemistry has been noticeably better. 

BOTTOM LINE [the coaches find the right quarterback to take 
care of the ball, there's enough talent to contend for the North Division 
tile, This program is more Callahan's than it was a year ago. So fans will 
get a better glimpse of whether he ultimately can do what he was hired 
to do-win big. -Tom Shatel 


National rank 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name Ht. 

WR § Mark LeFlore 6-11 

28 Isaiah Fluelien 6-0 

IT 77 Seppo Evwaraye* 65 

76 Lydon Murtha 67 

16 65 Greg Austin 64 

62 Andy Christensen 6-3 

G50 Kurt Mann* 64 

59 Brett Byford 63 

RG = 75 Brandon Koch* 64 

56 Gary Pike 64 

79 Comelius Fuamatu-Thomas 6-5 

61 Mike Huff 64 

‘Matt Herian* 6-5 

85 J.B, Phillips 63 

WR 83 Terrence Nunn* 6-0 

84 Grant Mulkey 5-41 

QB = 13 Zac Taylor 6-2 

Harrison Beck 6-2 

RB 4 — Cory Ross” 5-6 

32 Brandon Jackson 5-11 

FB 41‘ Dane Todd 5-10 

33° Grant Miler 6.0 

K ‘21 David Dyches 6-1 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name Ht 

E 44 Jay Moore* 6-4 

57 Wali Muhammad 64 

T 86 Titus Adams* 6-8 

94 Barry Cryer 6-2 

NT 66 Le Kevin Smith” 62 

54 Ola Dagunduro 6-2 

80 Adam Carriker* 66 

43 Ty Steinkubler 63 

WLB 15 Steve Octavien 60 

ST Bo Ruud 63 

MLB 40 Lance Brandenburgh = 6-1 

13° Corey McKeon 64 

SLB 34 Stewart Bradley* 64 

49° Adam Ickes 62 

CB 2 Cortney Grixby 9 

6 Donald DeFrand 60 

SS 14 Daniel Bullocks* 6-2 

23 Shane Siege 63 

FS 8 Andrew Shanle 64 

T Wler Fisher i 

30 Tierre Green 6-4 

21 Titus Brothers 41 

P 37 Sam Koch* 64 
Returning starter 


Wt 
195 
105 
330 
316 
295 
300 
290 
305 
315 
330 
935 
300 
240 
260 
190 
180 
210 
20 
195 
210 
240 
225 
180 


240 
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Jayhawks data 

Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
50,071) 

Site: Lawrence, Kan. 

Coach: Mark Mangino (12-24, 
3 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Nick Quartaro (4th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Bill Young 
(Ath year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1968 
(Big Eight, tie) 

Last bow! appearance: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 86 

2004 record: 4-7; 
Big 12 North: 2-6/T5th 


Website: www.kuathletics.com 
Schedule 
Date Opponent 


Nov. 5 
1 


4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


Tulsa. W, 21-3 
Toledo W, 63-14 

L, 20-17 
Texas Tech. L, 31-30 
at Nebraska. L, 14-8 
Kansas State. W, 31-28 
at Oklahoma. L410 
at lowa State. L137 


Colorado. 


2 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Jayhawks prefer to use three 
wide receivers and one back, but late last season they recognized their 
cvermatched line needed assistance from a tight end and fullback. No 
matter how they line up, chances are good Kansas will continue to throw. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL To be successful, quarterback 
‘Adam Barman needs to take more chances downfield, f Barman 
struggles, Mark Mangino will tum to Jason Swanson, Another quarter- 
back, Marcus Herford, is a shifty runner who might see most of his time 
at receiver. Running back John Randle was kicked of the team, which 
means the starter willbe Green-either Clark or Gary. Clark Green is a 
pladder who can catch; Gary Green is a breakaway threat who must be 
tougher. Depth is an issue at receiver, which isn't a comforting situation 
for a team that likes to spread its attack. Mark Simmons wil get his 
catches because of sure hands and dazzling moves. But he needs help, 
and the Jayhawks don't want to rely too heavily on Charles Gordon, a 
cornerback who also plays offense. There's experience on line that 
needs to perform alot better in 2005. There were too many illegal 
‘motion penalties last season, and the Jayhawks had the worst rushing 
offense in the conference. The best of the returnees is right tackle Matt 
Thompson. Guards David Ochoa and Bob Whitaker are sold, and Todd 
Haselhorst has switched from the defensive line to claim the center job. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Uniti last season, Mangino's talk 
of bulding a strong defense and winning with physical play took hold 
about as solidly as a Kansas tackler. Then, Mangino did something to 
emphasize is point, He moved Gordon to cornerback, even though he 
had rewritten the KU freshman receiving records in 2008, He was out- 
standing, and the experience that unit has back will be a plus. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Kansas should generate a strong 
push along the edge with the return of Jermial Ashley and Charlton 
Keith, Ashley has tremendous reach, and Keith has gotten bigger and 
better. Tim Allen and James McClinton will be the tackles, ahough nei- 
ther could be mistaken for a playmaker, The linebackers formed the best 
position unit on the team last season-and all are back. One reason was 
the improved play of middle linebacker Kevin Kane. The Jayhawks’ 
leader is outside man Nick Reid, a sure tackler who can penetrate and 
disrupt. KUs other outside linebacker, Banks Floodman, is experienced 
and savvy. The team abandoned its 4-3 base and played four lineback- 
ers occasionally last season. That should continue, With Gordon at cor- 
nerback, KU has a strong secondary, Theo Baines is the other corner- 
back, and the two-headed monster of Rodney Harris and Rodney Fowler 
will battle at free safety, Baines is solid in coverage, and the Jayhawks 
can play man. Aqib Talib has emerged as the strong safety, but Jerome 
Kemp isin the mix 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Scott Webb has strengthened his leg 
and will be asked to do more in 2005. Punter Kyle Tucker was one of 
the team's top newcomers last year. Greg Heaggans is a good kick 
returner, and Gordon could be spectacular as a punt return man, 
although some believe it would be wise to save his legs. 
COACHING STAFF Mangino took meticulous notes while learn- 
ing under Bill Snyder at Kansas State and Bob Stoops at Oklahoma, 
and he has applied many of the principles, instiling toughness and disc- 
pline, Too often, however, Mangino's temper gets the best of him. The 
pressure is on offensive coordinator Nick Quartaro to develop the pass- 
ing game. Quartaro has three new assistants helping him. 

BOTTOM LINE The defense is good enough to keep the Jayhawks 
in most games, which is why it's vital the offense be more consistent, A 
500 mark in conference play isn't likely, but it isn't out of the question, 
either. That might even be enough to win the North. ~Kevin Haskin 


National rank (=: 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 83 Mark Simmons* 
88 \Dexton Fields ~~ 
ITT Cesar Rodriguez* 
57 Scott Haverkamp 
18 77 Bob Whitaker* 
Jake Cox 
G72 Todd Haselhorst 
50 Ryan Cantrell 
RG 74 David Ochoa* 
69 Travis Dambach 
55 Matt Thompson” 
78 Anthony Colins 
85 Derek Fine 
81 Jim Reuber 
WR 88 Marcus Henry 
13 Marcus Herford 
wr Brian Murph 
80 Dominic Roux 
08 = 7 Adam Barmann* 
8 Jason Swanson 
RB 30 Clark Green 
4 Gary Green 
K 39 Scott Webb 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 87 Jermial Ashley* 
87 John Larson 
T 90 TimAllen* 
Wayne Wilder 
T 93 James MeClinton 
79 Chris Brant 
E 98 Chariton Keith 
Paul Como 
OLB 7 — Nick Reid* 
37 ~— Joe Mortensen 
MLB 45 Kevin Kane* 
58 Mike Rivera 
OLB 5 Banks Floodman* 
Eric Washington 
CB 3 Charles Gordon* 
Tr Ronnie Amati 
SS 28 Agib Talib 
24 Jerome Kemp 
FS 32 Rodney Harris* 
23. Rodney Fowler 
CB 20 Theo Baines* 
26 Donnie Amadi 
P15 Kyle Tucker 
Returning starter 


65 


63 
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KICK OFF THE FOOTBALL SEASON, 


2005 Pro Football Register 


The next-best thing to having every NFL team’s ‘ rt 
media guide. Year-by year stats and facts on 
head coaches, rookies and everyone who ‘ 


played in the NFL last season. 


Item #775 


‘SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
‘All Sporting News books are sold on 
a 15-day, satisfaction guaranteed, 


{fee-examination basis. Just return any book 
for a full refund if you are not completely satisfied. 


Buy both the Pro Football Guide 
and Pro Football Register < 

Re You pay only $27. go! 

if 1 


"T7475 


[Eee 4 See ee 


} 2005 Pro Football Guide 


The one indispensable NFL book to have by your 

side all season long. Weekly highlights, game sum- 
Maries and stats from 2004, plus.2005 schedules and 
rosters and an expanded history section. 


Item #774 


Call Now Toll Free: 


\-$00-$25-850% 


Dept. O5CF 


To Order by Mail—Send check or money order to: The Sporting News, Dept. OSCF, P.O. Box 11229, 

Des Moines 1A 50340. Or fax your order to 515-246-6933 Dept. OSGF. Credit card only for phone or fax ; 
orders. Shipping and handling: No P.O. Boxes please. Charges: For U.S. orders, $3.95 for the first 

book, $1.95 for each additional book, For Canadian orders, $6.95 for the first book, $1.95 for each, ? 


additional book. ‘ ; ; 
j 
or visit our online bookstore: sportingnews.com/books Sponling News ’ 
: ; i 
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1. Texas 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Greg Davis, 
one of the more maligned coordinators 
in the game, got a salary increase to 
$295,000, matching new defensive coor- 
dinator Gene Chizik. Davis' offense was 
shut out by Oklahoma and benefited 
greatly from the unpredictable, at times 
unstoppable, running of Vince Young. 
Davis has been reluctant to abandon 
the zone read as the offense’s primary 
staple but likely 
ule will try to incor- 


Opponent porate more 


Sept. 3 
Si 


_ Louisiana-Lafayette vertical passing. 
SKILL 
POSITIONS 
There isn’t a 
more exciting 
quarterback—or 
player, for that 
matter—in col- 
lege football 


Kansas than Vince 
Nov. 25 @at Texas AaM** Young. Critics 
“at Dallas **Friday are becoming 
@ Toughest game @ Must win less concerned 
A Best chance to be upset about Young's 
rollout style and 
2004 Results inconsistent arm 
North Texas ......0++0+0 angle and 
at Arkansas . release point, 
Rice... 


Baylor. 
at Oklah¢ 


focusing more 
on his results. 
He should 
improve with 
better play from 
his young 
receivers but 
will need a reli- 
able running 
back to take 
heat off him and 
keep defenders 
from congregat- 
ing around him. Selvin Young will be 
given first shot at replacing running 
back Cedric Benson. Young is big 
enough to handle the load and much 
faster than Benson. But groin and ankle 
injuries have cast doubt on his ability to 
hold up. Ramonce Taylor, the fastest 
Longhorn, also could take over. Walk- 
on Ahmard Hall and converted line- 
backer Marcus Myers will compete for 
the fullback job. The receivers were a 
liability last year. Limas Sweed was 
inconsistent, and Jordan Shipley blew 
out his knee last August. When healthy, 


oma 


7m 


South Division 


A Big 12 coach say tre oiersis ging to sat acund Vince Young, no 
matter what anyone tells you. He will have the chance to run it or hand it off. They want to put him out on the 
perimeter and let him make plays. He's a big, fast guy. They are going to beat you with the ball in his hands. | 
think they'll be in the shotgun more with Young reading it. ... The line will be physical, but they're going to have 
to develop some type of passing game. And they're going to have to develop some receivers who can make 
plays. lf they are in a tight game or get behind, can they pass and catch it? ... They have an excellent 
linebacker coming back, a real physical guy in Aaron Harris. He's a big-time hitter, a big-time leverage player. 


Shipley catches everything and he 
appears to have retained his speed after 
rehabilitation. Another burner, recruit 
Quan Cosby, arrives after four years in 
the Los Angeles Angels’ baseball sys- 
tem. Myron Hardy and Nate Jones also 
are hopefuls. Tight end David Thomas 
has great hands and speed and has 
improved his blocking, 


OFFENSIVE LINE This unit should be 
among the best in the nation—and one 
of the biggest. Left tackle Jonathan Scott 
has the biggest upside. Left guard Kasey 
Studdard has the nastiest disposition and 
is physical. Right tackle Justin Blalock is 
versatile enough to play guard, and Will 
Allen and Kyle Thornton make for an 
excellent tag team at right guard. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Chizik, 
who arrives from Auburn, is Texas’ third 
coordinator in as many seasons. He 
replaces Greg Robinson, who made a 
one-year stopover en route to the head 
coaching job at Syracuse. Chizik is list- 
ed as co-coordinator, but he's clearly the 
man who will call the shots for a unit 
that will use more man-to-man cover- 
age and emphasize speed over size, 
especially at linebacker. He also will 
blitz more often. 


FRONT SEVEN This should emerge as 
one of the best front fours in the nation, 
especially because tackle Rodrique 
Wright is healthy after being hampered 
by a bad ankle last year. Frank Okam 
and Larry Dibbles are double trouble at 
the other tackle slot, The ends are con- 
sistent if not dominant. Tim Crowder 
doesn't overpower blockers but stays 
with the play; Brian Robison, a convert- 
ed linebacker, is strong and determined. 
Another option, Mike Williams, was aca- 
demically ineligible last season but 
should be ready to supply much-needed 
pass rush quickness from the edge. With 
the departure of multi-faceted Derrick 
Johnson, the linebackers could become 
ordinary in a hurry, even though Aaron 
Harris is projected for greatness in the 
middle. Sophomore Robert Killebrew is 
a fast-rising talent on the weak side, and 
Eric Foreman will handle strongside 
duties, Keep an eye on Rashad Bobino, 
a short but fearless player who can jump 
in where needed. 


SECONDARY There shouldn't be much 
of a drop-off, despite the loss of talented 
free safety Phillip Geiggar. Strong safe- 
ty Michael Huff, the best athlete of the 
bunch, is a heady player with instincts. 
Tarell Brown and Aaron Ross probably 
will split duties at left cornerback, with 
Brown providing support against the 
run and Ross defending the pass in 
press coverage. Michael Griffin, a good 
blitzer and hard hitter, will be the free 
safety, unless Matt Melton or Drew 


Kelson gets the nod. Expect more man 
coverage with a lot of two-deep help. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Richmond McGee's 
booming punts have great hang time. 
He also could take over for kicker Dusty 
Mangum because David Pino has 
accuracy issues. If McGee does handle 
kickoff and field-goal chores, Greg 
Johnson might get an audition as the 
punter. Taylor and Selvin Young could 
be devastating punt and kick returners. 


COACHING STAFF In seven years, 
Brown has developed a family atmos- 
phere, explaining why he has yet to 
lose a player early to the NFL. Brown 
has matured and become comfortable 
with change, a good thing given the 
recent turnover on his staff. In addition 
to Robinson, defensive ends coach Dick 
Tomey (San Jose State) and running 
backs assistant Michael Haywood 
(Notre Dame) left after last season. 


BOTTOM LINE Except for nagging 
questions at running back, the pieces 
are in place for Texas to unseat rival 
Oklahoma as the Big 12's power team. 
The Longhorns must adjust to the key 
coaching changes and retain their 
tough mind-set because their biggest 
games will be played on the road. If 
they do that and Vince Young continues 
to improve what has been a suspect 
passing game, there's no reason Texas 
can't justify Brown's 10-year, $25 million 
contract extension, return to the Rose 
Bowl and play for the national champi- 
onship. —Kirk Bohls 
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Longhorns data 

‘Stadium: Memorial (grass, 80,082) 

Site: Austin, Texas 

Coach: Mack Brown (70-19, 7 years; 
156-93-1 overall, 21 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Greg Davis (8th year) 

Defensive coordinators: Gene Chizik (1st year); 
Duane Akina (2nd year, Sth at school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1996 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 1997 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 8 

2004 record: 11-1 (beat Michigan in Rose Bowl); 
Big 12 South: 7-1/2nd 

Website: www.texassports.com 


Returning leaders 


Vince Young) 17 10786518 
Ramonce Taylor 28 284 
‘Selvin Young 12 102 85 2 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 4 Limas Sweed* 65 215 So. 
‘Myron Hardy: 62 210 Sa, 
{Tf — 73 Jonathan Scott* 67 310 Sr 
79 Tony Hills 66 295 So. 
LG = -64—_Kasey Studdard* 63 295 dr. 
51 Mike Garcia 63 315 Sr. 
c Lyle Sendlein 65 305 Jr. 
67 Dallas Griffin 64 280 So. 
RE = =72 Will Allen* 66 315 Sr 
TT Kyle Thomton 64 320 So. 
Justin Blalock” 64 328 Jr 
78 Wiliam Winston 67 350 Sr. 
TE 16 David Thomas* 63 245 Sr. 
‘87 Neale Tweedie 65 267 t 
9 Nate Jones 62 190 So. 
8 Jordan Shipley 60 184 Fr. 
0B 10 Vince Young” 65 230 Jr. 
7 Matt Nordgren 65 235° Sr. 
RB 22 Selvin Young 60 210 Jr. 
5 Ramonce Taylor SM 195 So. 
FB 46 Ahmard Hall 5 235 Sr. 
32 Marcus Myers 63° 250 Jn 
K 15 David Pino 58 180 Sr. 
KR 22 Selvin Young 60 210 Jr. 
“*Returning starter 


David Thomas 5S 430 5 
Limas Swed 23 263 0 
imond McGee 0 1 Bras} 
‘Aaron Harris se = m 10/25 
Michael Huff 28) if) 213 
Cedric Griffin 53 5 68 3/5 
Michael Griffin 7 12 49 25 
Larry Dibbles: 23 26 49 5 
‘Sacks: Tim Crowder (4.5) 
Interceptions: Tarel! Brown, Cedric Griffin, Huff (2) 
Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
— 80 Tim Crowder* 64 255 dr 
81 Mike Williams 63 2400 dr. 
T 90 — Rodrique Wright* 65 305) Sr. 
76 Thomas Marshall 6-6 297 So, 
T 97 Frank Okam 65 315 So, 
92 Larry Dibbles* 6-2 285 Sr, 
E 39 Brian Robison 63 267 Jr. 
99 Kaelen Jakes 63 270 Sr. 
WLB 40 Robert Killebrew 62 225 So 
30 Braden Johnson 62 225 So. 
MLB 2 Aaron Harris™ 60 235 Sr. 
33 Scott Derry 63 230 So, 
SLB 21 Eric Foreman 64 230 So, 
49° Eric Hall 6-2 25 Sr. 
CB 8 Cedric Griffin 6-2 193 Sr. 
7 Michael Huff 61 205 Sr. 
SS 7 Michael Huff* 61 205 Sr. 
4 Drew Kelson 62 210 So 
FS 27 Michael Griffin 60 200 Jr. 
26 Marcus Griffin 60 190 So. 
CB 31 Aaron Ross 61 189. 
5 Tarell Brown* 60 185 dr. 
P 35 ‘Richmond McGee 6-4 203 Sr. 
PR 22 Selvin Young 60 210 Jr. 
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2. Oklahoma 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Oklahoma's 
diversified, balanced offense probably 
will rely more heavily on breakaway 
back Adrian Peterson this season, The 
reliable, pinpoint passing attack the 
Sooners enjoyed for two years behind 
quarterback Jason White might be hard 
to replicate. Look for coach Bob Stoops 
to incorporate more running plays for 
his new quarterback, who figures to be 
more athletic, 


National rank 


Schedule OU will blend 
ate Opponent the I-formation 
Sept.3 TCU with the shot- 
Sept. 10 Tulsa gun and other 
Sept. 17 at UCLA alignments to 
Oct. 1 Kansas State maximize the 
Oct. 8m Texas* talents of its 
Oct. 15 __-Kansas** personnel and 
Oct. 22 Baylor mix in more 
Oct. 29 at Nebraska option plays. 
Nov. 5 Oklahoma State SKILL 
Nov. 12 @ Texas A&M POSITIONS 
Nov. 19 A at Texas Tech Most figure vet- 
at Dallas **at Kansas City, Mo. eran quarter- 
Toughest game @ Must win back Paul 
4 Best chance to be upset Thompson will 
2004 Results ee the opener 
Bowling Green ........W,40-24 Oe Ore Giving 
Houston,.....ss.s06.W,6343 Way at some 
Oregor W, 31-7 point to touted 
Texas Tech, ‘W,2843 Rhett Bomar, a 
Texas’. W,120 gifted dropback 
at Kansas State.....,..W,31-21 passer who has 
Kansas... .W.41-10 the grit and 
at Oklahoma State W, 8835 savvy one 
at Texas A&M, 42:36 Would expect 
fibbraai from the son of 
at Baylor 
Colorado a football coach. 
USC’, : No matter who 
at Dallas starts, the team 
"Big 12 championship will try to get 
Orange Bow! Peterson to the 
edge more often 
after a freshman season full of punish- 
ing dashes between tackles resulted in 
offseason shoulder surgery. Backup 
Kejuan Jones is no slouch, either. J.D. 
Runnels already tops many NFL draft 
boards at fullback—and he can catch : 
the ball, too. With the loss of four sen- A Big 12 coach S@YS Adrian Peterson gets around the edge quicker than 
iors, look for Travis Wilson to become a anybody | can remember, And he takes a lot of hits. He has to get his pads down, | think they'l work with him, 
comerstone for the receiver corps. and he'll do that, He runs a little bit high. He kind of reminds you of Eric Dickerson. ... They lost a lot of players, 
Wilson has a knack for getting deep but they have recruited so doggone well, They might have some growing pains early with some new kids 
despite having average speed. Jejuan moving into the lineup, but they aren't going to fall off a whole bunch, ... [think the thing that bothers them the 
Rankins is elusive, but the slot receiver mast is the safety (Brodney Pool) who left early forthe draft. They thought he could have used another year, 
has yet to develop into a big-time and they could have used him, .,. They obviously will miss Jason White and Mark Clayton. 


threat. OU regularly uses four- and five- 


76 


receiver sets and will look to 6-6 
Quentin Chaney and Lendy Holmes to 
step up. The Sooners have three capa- 
ble tight ends, though none figure to 
stand out. 


OFFENSIVE LINE There might not be a 
starter back at the same position he 
lined up at in 2004. Davin Joseph, who 
was regarded internally as the team's 
best lineman, is a physical player who 
has the wheels to run down defenders. 
He will move from guard to left tackle. 
Akim Millington could win the starting 
nod at right tackle, and Chris Bush 
appears ready to step in at center. 
Guard Kelvin Chaisson is a two-year 
starter and a methodical technician. 
Chris Chester is the other guard. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY A defense 
that made just seven interceptions will 
be challenged to return to its old, 
attacking ways. The Sooners had posted 
four consecutive seasons with 20 or 
more interceptions prior to last year. 
USC wasn't the only team to burn the 
Sooners deep, and every effort will be 
made to make the secondary less vul- 
nerable to the long ball. 


FRONT SEVEN Oklahoma has dominat- 
ed up front and should again, although 
there could be a slight drop-off with the 
loss of end Dan Cody. His spot will be 
filled by volatile Larry Birdine. Calvin 
Thibodeaux will press C.J. Ah You and 
Alonzo Dotson for a starting job on the 
right side. Ah You, a junior college 
transfer, is an intriguing prospect. One 
of the tackle slots will go to Dusty 
Dvoracek, who received a medical hard- 
ship and underwent counseling for alco- 
hol problems after getting kicked off the 
team last season, Long and rangy Carl 
Pendleton is a reliable veteran. Depth 
might be lacking at linebacker, but 
Oklahoma will build around swift-footed 
weakside man Rufus Alexander and 
active strongside veteran Clint Ingram, 
who's physical and moves well. He's a 
heady playmaker out of the Teddy 
Lehman mold. Zach Latimer, who holds 
down the middle spot, is much lighter 
than predecessor Lance Mitchell and 
brings the best lateral speed to the posi- 
tion since Rocky Calmus. Demarrio 
Pleasant has the best chance to push his 
way into a starting job. 


SECONDARY Cornerback will be a 
position of concer. Chijioke 
Onyenegecha can deliver a hit, but his 
technique needs work and he blows too 
many assignments. He and oft-burned 
Eric Bassey have lost ground after dis- 
appointing seasons. Converted running 
back D.J. Wolfe will get a long look. 
On the opposite side is Marcus Walker, 
who is athletic and fast. Jowahn Poteat 
will provide depth and play in nickel 


coverage. Former linebacker Lewis 
Baker has claimed the strong safety 
spot, and aggressive Darrien Williams 
could start at free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS For the first time in 
eight seasons, the Sooners won't have a 
Ferguson handling punting duties. Cody 
Freeby is the front-runner but remains a 
work in progress. Strong-legged Garrett 
Hartley showed flashes last year; now 
he'll have to prove himself in the clutch. 
Both kick return spots are open with 
Wilson the best bet to handle kickoffs 
and Rankins tabbed to return punts. 


COACHING STAFF Stoops' staff is still 
the best in the Big 12, even though co- 
defensive coordinator Bo Pelini left after 
one season. When Pelini left for LSU, 
Brent Venables assumed control of the 
defense, and he will be under the gun 
after a drop-off in 2004. Chris Wilson, a 
former OU linebacker, was hired from 
Colorado to coach defensive ends, and 
animated Bobby Jack Wright moved 
from defensive ends to the secondary. 
As a group, the staff does an excellent 
job of identifying hidden talent. 


BOTTOM LINE It's inevitable that 
Oklahoma will suffer a drop-off, consid- 
ering the talent that is gone. Still, 
Stoops probably won't allow much of a 
slide. If the receivers, secondary and 
offensive tackles don't shape up, and if 
one of the quarterbacks doesn't give a 
decent impersonation of White, the 
Sooners could experience a decline to 
9-2 or, heaven forbid, 8-3. —Kirk Bohls 


BIG 12 


Sooners data 

Stadium: Memorial (grass, 81,207) 

Site: Norman, Okla. 

Goach: Bob Stoops (67-12, 6 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Chuck Long (4th year, 
Tth at school) 

Defensive coordinators: Brent Venables 
(7th year); Bobby Jack Wright (1st year, 
7th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1998 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 3 

2004 record: 12-1 (lost to USC in Orange Bowl); 
Big 12 South: 8-0/1st 

Website: www.soonersports.com 


Returning leaders 


Kejuan Jones 2 16 89 0 
JD. Runnels 413981 


XPA FEN 


Sacks: Birdine (7) 
Interceptions: Alexander 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 4 Travis Wilson* 63 28 Se 
19 Quentin Chaney 66 205 Fr 
1 77 Davin Joseph B4 312 Se 
76 Branndon Braxton «= 65300 Fr. 
16 70 Kelvin Chaisson* 65 303 Sr. 
59° Brett Rayl 67 3 
© 52 Chris Bush 64 284 Sr. 
4.0. Quinn 62 286 Fr. 
RG 64 Chris Chester 64 2B de. 
65 Ben Baressi 65 282 Fr. 
RT 69 Akim Millington 66 300 So, 
78 Chris Messner 67 2B or. 
TE 89 James Moses” 63 282 Sr 
85 Joe Jon Finley 66 234 So. 
WR 3° Jejuan Rankins Si 180 Sr. 
Tl Lendy Holmes 62 0 Fr. 
QB 12 Paul Thompson 64 208 
7 Rhett Bomar 64 208 Fr. 
RB 28 Adrian Peterson” 62 20 So 
20 Kejuan Jones 59 200 Ss. 
FB 38 J.D. Runnels* 61 26 Sr. 
39 Dan Townsend 60 28 J 
K 32. Garrett Hartley 59 15 So. 
KR 4 Travis Wilson 63 216 Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E 92 Larry Birdine 65 251 Jr, 
98 John Williams 65 282 So. 

T — 94 Dusty Dvoracek* 63 294 Sr. 
$0 Steven Coleman 65 286 So. 

T 68 Carl Pendleton* 66 27 So. 
7 Cory Bennett 63 265 Fr. 

E 99 C.J. Ah You 64 262 dr 
81 Alonzo Dotson 64 235 So, 

WLB 42 Rufus Alexander” B41 225 dr. 
49 lan Pleasant St 205 Jr. 

MLB 46 Zach Latimer 63 231 Jr 
Curtis Lofton 62 238 Fr. 

SLB 44° Giint Ingram” 62 21 Sr. 
51 Demanio Pleasant «6-3. 235 So. 

CB 24 Marcus Walker* 51 180 So. 
13 Eric Bassey 61 199 Sr. 

SS 16 Lewis Baker 63 210 So. 
§ Jason Carter 60 195 dr. 

FS 41 Darien Wiliams 60 200 So. 
31 Tony Cade 62 205 So. 

22 Chijioke Onyenegecha* 6-2 205 Sr. 

24 Jowahn Poteat B41 195 Sr 
PT Cody Freeby 63 217 So. 
PR 3 Jejuan Rankins 51 180 Sr. 


3. Texas A&M 


National rank @Z) 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Little Y 

should change in coach Dennis 

Franchione's carefully balanced philoso- Mi at 
phy that feeds on a conservative, physi- op} 

cal offense but liberally incorporates his is 
trick plays when the team is in the arm. The Aggies 
opponent's territory. He prefers power, : h can’t afford to 


between-the-tackles offensive football, lose him to injury. 

which partly explains how A&M fin- } 

ished the regular season with just eight 
turnovers. This 


Schedule is an attack that 
also tries to 


Sept.3._at Clemson stretch the field. 
SKILL 
POSITIONS 
Reggie McNeal 
0 has emerged as 
Oct. 15 @ Oklahoma State__—_ one of the best 
Oct. 22 at Kansas State quarterbacks in 
Oct. lowa State school history 

at Texas Tech and a legitimate 
Heisman candi- 


date. Always 
considered an 
Toughest game @ Must win outstanding ath- 
A Best chance to pull an upset lete, McNeal has 
developed into a 
2004 Results polished passer 


at Utah 


with a strong 
Wyoming . 


and accurate 
arm. He might 


at lowa State barthe: best 
at Oklahoma State saa - 
Colorado. "W.29-96 (07): TuNner/passer in 


1.3644 (01) College football. 
Backing up 

McNeal are con- 

fident former 


at Baylor 
Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 
at Texas 


Tennessee" walk-on Ty 
*Cotton Bow! Branyon and 
highly regarded 


Stephen McGee. 

Running back 
figures to be a pivotal position. 
Courtney Lewis has size but average 
speed. He's productive and a capable 
receiver, but Franchione wants more 
consistency so freshmen Jorvorskie 
Lane, Jay Lucas and Samson Taylor will 


press Lewis. Much is expected from A Big 1 2 coach S@YS the key ior them is Reggie McNeal staying healthy. 
fullback Chris Alexander. This should He took some hits last year and was running the ball alittle bit more. | don't know with his body type if he can 
be one of the best sets of receivers in run that much in this league. | think Reggie is one of the top players in the country at his position as far as 
the Big 12. Kerry Franks has the biggest defenses having to defend against the run and pass. He throws the ball better than Brad Smith (Missouri). He 
upside, thanks to his speed and leaping has to be the top returning quarterback in the Big 12. ... Jaxson Appel is back for what seems like his 19th 
ability, but Chad Schroeder is the most year at free safety. He has played a lot of football and is a good player. He's smart, He'll get them lined up 
versatile. DeQawn Mobley, who is capa- correctly. And he'll make plays when he has to. But they have to develop those other guys in the secondary. 


ble of turning over a field, could replace 


78 


Terrence Murphy as McNeal’s go-to 
man, Jason Carter, who has to graduate 
by August to earn back a year he lost as 
a freshman partial qualifier, catches 
anything in his area code and is a dan- 
gerous weapon on end-arounds. Tight 
end finally became productive with 
sticky-fingered-but-too-light Joey 
Thomas and competent blocker Boone 
Stutz. But mega recruit Martellus 
Bennett might contribute in a big way. 


OFFENSIVE LINE With only one loss at 
tackle, the Aggies are set up front. But 
this remains an area of concern and has 
been for several years. The line has 
held back the offense for three seasons 
and could again if it doesn't improve its 
strength. There hasn't been a consistent 
push to get defenders on their heels 
and dictate tempo. A&M still is waiting 
for tackle Jami Hightower to become a 
dominant player. Guard Aldo De La 
Garza is the unit's strongest player, and 
Yemi Babalola might be its most 
athletic. Chris Yoder will start at center, 
Corey Clark will be at tackle and Kirk 
Elder, the most physical player up front, 
is a starter at guard. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Carl Torbush wants a more 
physical front to allow his secondary to 
play aggressive man coverage. His 
teams love to blitz, probably because 
the secondary hasn't been capable of 
shutting anybody down in man-to-man. 


FRONT SEVEN Veteran talent allows 
the Aggies to rotate players in what will 
be a solid line. A&M showed its biggest 
team improvement last season up front, 
where tackle Joseph “Red” Bryant and 
end Jason Jack emerged. The hard- 
working Bryant is a powerful run- 
stuffer. Jack is a chiseled specimen who 
was the team’s best pass rusher. 
Expectations are high for ends Jorrie 
Adams and Cyril Obiozor, and Chris 
Harrington needs consistency at the 
other end spot. A&M got mixed results 
from its linebackers last year, although 
Lee Foliaki gradually grew comfortable 
in the system as a junior college trans- 
fer and Justin Warren developed as the 
best in coverage. Look for Warren in 
the middle this year with Foliaki and 
converted safety Stephen Hodge han- 
dling rover duties. The spring search for 
a strongside linebacker settled on 
Archie McDaniel, with former rover 
Renuel Greene pressing him for the 
starting job. The search for a third line- 
backer in the 4-3 scheme will continue 
into August. 

SECONDARY The “help wanted" sign 
at comerback will be out until October 
because of a soft schedule—or until 
new candidates prove themselves. The 
Aggies suffered dearly in their press 


coverage but got better play from 
younger players like Erik Mayes and 
Japhus Brown than from two seasoned 
regulars. Mayes is an athletic corner 
with speed. Comer Brock Newton 
blitzes well. Danny Gorrer should start 
at the other corner. Ronald Jones and 
JC transfer Marquis Carpenter also will 
be in the mix. Brown breaks well on the 
ball at strong safety. No Aggie plays 
with more fire or hits harder than All- 
Big 12 free safety Jaxson Appel 


SPECIAL TEAMS Todd Pegram and 
Layne Neumann give Texas A&M a 
solid kicking duo. Punter Richie Bean 
has been inconsistent and will be 
pressed by incoming freshman Justin 
Brantly. Look for Carter (kickoffs) and 
Mayes (punts) to prop up a sagging 
return game. 

COACHING STAFF Franchione operates 
a tough, no-nonsense program with an 
approach that’s demanding for both 
players and assistants. He probably will 
push harder as he plays more of his 
own recruits. 


BOTTOM LINE The Aggies should con- 
tend for the Big 12 crown if the running 
game improves behind a suspect line 
and they get better play from the sec- 
ondary. The promising young players 
are a year older, more familiar with 
Franchione’s ways and confident 
enough to think they should be in the 
running for a great year. What would be 
considered a great year? Nine wins 
would qualify. —Kirk Bohis 


Aggies data 

‘Stadium: Kyle Field (grass, 82,600) 

Site: College Station, Texas 

Coach: Dennis Franchione (11-13, 2 years; 
86-68 overall, 13 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Les Koenning Jr. 
(3rd year, 6th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Carl Torbush (3rd year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1998 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 61 

2004 record: 7-5 (lost to Tennessee in Cotton 
Bowl); Big 12 South: 5-3/T3rd 

Website: www.aggieathletics.com 


Returning leaders 


Courtney Lewis 15 142 42 9g 
Reggie McNeal 151 718 48 8 


Passing Comp, Pot. Yds. 1D int 
Reggie McNeal 344° 200 581 2781 14 = 4 
Rec. Yds. Avg. 1D 
2 25 130 2 
20 25 142 «1 
1% «7941843 


Kicking XPM _XPA FGM FGA _ Pls, 
Todd Pegram [a a 
Tackle: Solo Assists Total TFUYds. 
Jaxson Appel “a 9 8h NS 
Erik Mayes 40 2D 3/10 
Lee Foliaki B® 35 «6345/28 
Japhus Brown $3" 2) PG? an 
Justin Warren 20 38 5B 2n5 
Sacks: Foliaki (3) 


Pos. No. Name HL Wt Ch 
WR 9 DeQawnMobley* «2201S. 
TH lyrick Riley 62 228 Sr. 
OT 75 Jami Hightower* 64 355° Sr. 
Ti Yemi Babalola 64 3B Fr. 
06 64 Kirk Elder* 64 305 So. 
74 Dominique Steamer 6-4 31B Sr. 
© 51 Chris Yoder* 63 308 So 
70 Cody Wallace 64 295 So. 
S676 AldoDelaGara* 64 307 Sr. 
TI Grant Dickey 65 3 Jr. 
54 Corey Clark 66 307 So. 
73 Travis Schneider 67 286 Fr 
88 Boone Stutz* 66 256 Se 
81 Joey Thomas 65 243 So. 
WR 2 Earvin Taylor* 63° 25 
8 Kerry Franks 510 181 So, 
WR 7 Jason Carter 60 202 Sr. 
14 Ghad Schroeder 61 180 Jr. 
08 1 Reggie Mctieal* 62 208 Sr 
19 Ty Branyon 63 2100 Jr 
RB 25 Courtney Lewis 60 195 Jr 
21 Brandon Leone 60 22 Je 
K 13° Todd Pegram* 60 17 Sr. 
KR 7 Jason Carter* 60 m2 Ss. 
*Retuming starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt CL 
E 92 Chris Harrington 65 272 So 
43° Cyril Obiozor 65 283° Fr. 
T ST Johnny Jolly* 64 309 Sr. 
99 David Ross 63 289 Sr. 
T —85_—-Red Bryant™ 64 312 So. 
35 Bryce Reed 60 290 Jr, 
E 89 Jason Jack* 64 27 So 
93 Jorrie Adams 6-7 282 So. 
SLB 31 Archie McDaniel 62 230 Sr. 
43 Renuel Greene 64 240 Sr. 
MLB 10 Justin Warren* 63 231 Jr 
42° Nurahda Manning 63 246 Sr. 
ROV 57 Lee Foliaki* 62 238 Sr. 
28 Stephen Hodge B1 213 So. 
CB 20 Brock Newton 5-189 So, 
23 Ronald Jones 510 188 Sr. 
SS 28 Japhus Brown™ St 195 So. 
6 Bryant Singleton 51 198 Sr. 
FS 18 Jaxson Appel” 60 198 Sr. 
10 Jordan Chambless 6-1 205 Fr. 
CB 4 Danny Gorrer 60 178 Fr 
16 Erik Mayes 59 17 So. 
P27 Richie Bean 6-0 180 Fr. 
PR 16 Erik Mayes” 59 17 So. 


Red Raiders data 

Stadium: Jones SBC (artificial, 
52,702) 

Site: Lubbock, Texas 

Goach: Mike Leach (39-25, 5 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Leach (6th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Lyle Setencich (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1994 

(Southwest Conference, tie) 
Last time didn’t go to a bowl: 1999 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 45 
2004 record: 8-4 (beat California 

in Holiday Bowl); 

Big 12 South: 5-3/T3rd 
Website: www.texastech.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 10 Florida International 
Sept. 17 __ Sam Houston State 
Sept. 24 Indiana State 
Oct.1 Kansas 
at Nebraska 
Kansas State 
at Texas = 
at Baylor 
Texas ARM 
at Oklahoma State 
4 Oklahoma 


i Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


al Texas A&M . 
Oklahoma State. 
Califoria® ... 
“Holiday Bowl 


2 
2 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY After five seasons, opponents 
stil haven't slowed down Mike Leach's attack. If anything, the offense 
has gotten better with age. The Red Raiders know how to spread out a 
defense and probe for weaknesses. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Fitth-year senior Cody Hodges fig- 
ures to be the quarterback. He lacks size but has a good arm and is 
smart and mobile. He's also something ofa rsk-taker, which can result 
in big plays-for both the Texas Tech offense and opposing defense. 
Because the passing game grabs the spotlight, running back Taurean 
Henderson is one of the most underrated players in the Big 12. He sees 
the hole well, has balance, chums out yards and finds the goal ine. 
Jarrett Hicks is a big receiver who broke through last season, Joel Filani 
is another guy who's hard to miss when cutting over the middle. Danny 
‘Amendola isn't big but makes big plays and is a fearless warrior. Cody 
Fuller, Robert Johnson and LA. Reed are other pass-catching threats. 
The line bears watching with ust two starters back, but one of them is 
‘mammoth right guard Manuel Ramirez. The other is right tackle EJ, 
Whitley, who's quick and athletic. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Lyle Setencich 
demands his 4-3 system become second nature to hs players. The Red 
Raiders stil don't stop the run wel, but they do limit big plays. 
Setencich likes alot of mavement up front, which puts pressure on his 
linebackers. Quickness is the key. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line is developing into a 
strength. End Keyunta Dawson is quick, strong and good. Fellow end 
‘Seth Nitschmann is a smart player who can read the quarterback while 
fighting off blocks. There's depth at tackle. Dek Bake is the best of a 
rotation that includes Ken Scott, Chris Hudler and Fred Thrweatt. The 
line is't solely responsible for stufing the run; the linebackers have to 
help, too. Middle man Brock Stratton is bul like a freplug and produc- 
tive. Strongside linebacker John Saldi is rangy. Fast and aggressive 
Sylvester Brinkley becomes the fourth linebacker when Tech switches to 
3-4, Fletcher Session, who takes over on the weak side, plays with his 
head up and can find the ball. The secondary is the strongest area of 
the defense. Strong safety Vincent Meeks is one ofthe fastest players 
on the team, and big free safety Dwayne Slay has a penchant for big 
hits. Comerback Khalid Naziruddin lacks height but lives in the weight 
room and won't get pushed around; he's one of the team's best tack- 
lers. Antonio Hufiman is Tech's best cover man. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Look for the Raiders to go for a lot of first 
downs on fourth down inside their own territory since kicker Alex Trlca’s 
first season didn't inspire much confidence. Punter Alex Reyes doesn't 
get much work but is effective when needed. Amendola brought back 
‘memories of Wes Welker with his adrenaline-inducing punt retums. 


COACHING STAFF Leach isn't much for conventional thinking or 
coaching etiquette. He's so absorbed in X's and O's that he'll continue 
to throw into the end zone even with the game in hand. However, he 
had to address the motivational side of coaching last season more than 
ever. Leach signed an offseason contract extension that should ease the 
fears of a fan base that has warmed to his offbeat ways. 


BOTTOM LINE Optimism is running rampant after last year's 
Holiday Bow! win, Seven home games-including the frst four with two 
of those against Division LAA teams~a veteran defense and another 
plug-and-play quarterback should mean at least eight wins. Tech's talent 
is getting to the point where it can match up better physically with the 
likes of Texas and Oklahoma. Beating both in the same season, howev- 
er, is asking 2 lot. But a second-place Big 12 South finish and Cotton 
‘Bowl berth are within reach. -Keith Whitmire 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 20 Danny Amendola 
26 Eric Morris 
IT 69. Glenn Janvary 
68 Daniel Christian 
is Bryan Kegans 
7A Josh Morris 
© 73 Brandon Jones 
72 Josh Aleman 
RG Manuel Ramirez” 
70 Ben Grifin 
RT 75 Ed. Whitley* 
78 Gabe Hall 
WR 9 Robert Johnson 
85 LA Reed 
WR 88 Jarrett Hicks" 
Tl Brandon Douglas 
WR 8 Joel Flani 
27 Marquis Johnson 
QB 10 Cody Hodges 
13 Graham Harrell 
RB 19 Taurean Henderson” 
39 Shannon Woods 
K 30 Alex Tiica® 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 92 Seth Nitschmann* 
87 Charles Glover 
T 93 Chris Hudler 
97 Fred Thrweatt 
T 51 Dek Bake* 
99 Ken Scott 
E 96 Keyunta Dawson 
43 Brett Bischofberger 
WLB 42 Fletcher Session 
54 Chad Hill 
MLB 45 Brock Stratton* 
48 Paul Willams 
SLB 5 John Saldi* 
41 Sylvester Brinkley 
€B 36 Antonio Huffman 
20 Darcel McBath 
SS 1 Vincent Meeks* 
49. Joe Garcia 
FS 3. Dwayne Stay 
31 Greg Aycock 
CB 26 Khalid Nazirudin* 
Chris Parker 
P22 Alex Reyes* 
*Retuming starter 


28 


218 


Cowhoys data 

Stadium: Boone Pickens 
(artificial, 48,500) 

Site: Stillwater, Okla. 

Coach: Mike Gundy (1st year, 
ith at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Larry Fedora (1st year) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Vance Bedford (1st year, 
3rd at school) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 


Eight, tie) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 30 
2004 record: 7-5 (lost to Ohio 
State in Alamo Bowl); 
Big 12 South: 4-4/5th 
Website: www.okstate.com 


Schedule 

Date Opnone 

Sept.3 Montana State 
Sept. 8 _at Florida Atlantic” 
Sept. 17 Arkansas State 
Oct.1 Colorado 

Oct.8 Missouri 


Oct. 15 at Texas A&M 


Oct. 22 a at lowa State 
Oct. 29 Texas 
Nov. 5 at Oklahoma 
Nov. 12 @ Texas Tech 
Nov. 19 at Baylor 


“Thursday at Dolphins Stadium, Miami 
‘BH Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
at UCLA. 


Tulsa 
SMU, 

lowa State 

at Colorado / 

Texas A&M 36-20 
at Missouri |W. 20-17 
Oklahoma . 38-35 
at Texas, 156-95 
Baylor . W, 49-21 
a Texas Tech. wb st 
Ohio State*.....-.+- sob 987 
"Namo Bowl 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Everything should speed up and 
‘open up under the guidance of coordinator Larry Fedora, whose innova- 
tive Florida attack led the SEC last year. The new-look offense will mix 

things up with three: and four-eceiver sets, options and even some tra- 
ditional two-back formations. Fedora wants to keep defenses guessing, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Bobby Reid redshirt 
ed last season after shoulder surgery and looked a little rusty in spring 
drills after his 18-month layoff, But Reid has exceptional dual-threat skills 
‘and should press quickly for playing time, Until then, Donovan Woods fig: 
ures to be the man, He's heady and has outstanding running skis, but 
he's inconsistent throwing, especially the intermediate routes. For the 
offense to achieve balance, it'l be critical for at least one running back, 
preferably two, to step up. Mike Hamilton is the most talented hopeful: 
Seymore Shaw is a bruiser who has been hampered by injuries, Wideout 
DJuan Woods has speed and a knack for making acrobatic catches, But 
finding depth in the inexperienced receivers unit is critical, Speedy 
Chijuan Mack, Tommy Devereaux and Luke Frazier are candidates, Tight 
end Brandon Pettigrew has the receiving skils to fit in nicely. The 
Cowboys look strong up front with three natural tackles in a scheme that 
calls for more pass blocking, Charlie Johnson, who switched from tight 
tend during spring practice, was so impressive that coaches made him 
the starting eft tackle, That's an amazing success story forthe physical 
Johnson, who will take on the big responsibilty of protecting the quarter: 
back's blind side, The emergence of Johnson means Corey Hilliard, one 
of Oklahoma State's best line prospects in years, will move to right 
‘guard. Kellen Davis will man the right tackle spot. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Cowboys are switching to a 
4.3 after playing a 42-5 last year, Coordinator Vance Bedford, who was 
the Chicago Bears defensive backs coach in 2004, believes in an attacking 
scheme tha straddles a fine line between discipline and aggressiveness, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Junior college transfers and tal- 
ented youngsters might be the key for a line that was a weakness last 
year. Tackle Xavier Lawson-Kennedy has fallen way short of expecta- 
tions, but interior help artves in the form of Ryan McBean, who 
impressed coaches in the spring with his nasty streak, The ends will be 
manned by Marque Fountain and Nathan Peterson, who was enjoying an 
outstanding freshman season before he was sidelined by a major knee 
injury, Former linebacker Victor DeGrate has shown potential on the out: 
side, Plays will be funneled to the linebackers, and they will shoulder the 
added responsibilty of covering receivers on deep middle routes. The 
best of the three senior starters is Paul Duren. The comerbacks are 
experienced but small. Daniel McLemore is the fastest player on the 
team, and Vernon Grant is one of the defense’s best tacklers. Strong 
safety Jamie Thompson is a ferocious hitter, and free safety Thomas 
Wright will be asked to provide deep protection. An over-aggressive 
approach could make Oklahoma State susceptible to big plays. 
SPECIAL TEAMS The challenge is to find punt and kickoff return- 
ers from a group that includes McLemore and Devereaux. Jason Ricks 
continues Oklahoma State's string of dependable kickers. Matt Fodge is 
expected to emerge as the starting punter and handle kickoff duties. 
COACHING STAFF Nike Gundy is a young (37), free-wheeling 
coach who wants his staff to be innovative, a style that could force oppo- 
nents to spend extra hours preparing. How quickly his players adapt to 
change will be critical to success in Gundy’'s head coaching debut. 
BOTTOM LINE Oklahoma State is a team on the rise. But this 
could be a season of transition under a new coaching staff. A fourth 
straight bow! game will be just fine fora first-time coach who eventually 
hopes to take the team to a higher level. -Mike Baldwin 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 84 Duan Woods* 
24 Luke Frazier 
LT 80. Charlie Johnson* 
67 Jeremy Palmore 
16 61 David Koenig 
74 Doug Bond 
© 63 David Washington 
66 Corey Curtis 
RG 75 Covey Hillard 


73 Jeray Chatham 
78 Kellen Davis* 

68 Adam Gourley 

87 Brandon Pettigrew 
88 Paschal Smith 


WA 28 Tommy Devereaux 
Jeremy Broadway 

WR 83 Chijuan Mack 
Tevin Wiliams 


QB = =—8 Donovan Woods* 
14 Bobby Reid 

RB 29 Mike Hamilton 
32 Julius Crosslin 

Jason Ricks* 


DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 97 Marque Fountain® 
51 Victor DeGrate 
T 96 Ryan McBean 
72 Josh Pinaire 
T 90 Xavier Lawson-Kennedy 


TT Walter Thomas 
Nathan Peterson 
50 Darel! Smith* 
Lawrence Pinson* 
30 Grant Jones 
Paul Duren* 

2 Rodrick Johnson 
Pagitte McGee* 
44 Jamar Ransom 
Vernon Grant* 
7 Martel Van Zant 


SS 23 Jamie Thompson* 
‘Andre Sexton 

FS 10 Thomas Wright 

19 Jeremy Nethon 

CB 4 Danie! McLemore* 
Quinton Moore 

Pp Matt Fodge 

*Retumning starter 


240 


240 


190 


a1 


Bears data 

Stadium: Floyd Casey (artificial, 
50,000) 

Site: Waco, Texas 

Coach: Guy Mortis (6-17, 2 years; 

15-31 overall, 4 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Brent Pease (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Bill Bradley (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-2-5 
Last league title won: 1994 

(Southwest Conference, tie) 
Last bow! appearance: 1994 
eason rank: 100 


Big 12 South: 1-7/6th 
Website: www.baylorbears.com 


Schedule 
J ms s - 


BW Toughest game © Must win 
‘4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
at UAB. 
Tetas State 


at Texas Tech. 
at Oklahoma State . 
Oklahoma . .. 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Without the right mix of mobile 
linemen, Guy Morris hasn't been able to run the kind of offense he 
wants~screen passes, sweeps with puling guards and the quickhit 
passes. But this years line should be closer to what Morriss needs, And 
that could mean more of a spread attack with multiple-receiver sets and 
even an emply backtield now and then. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Shawn Bell doesn't 
have the athleticism or far of Terrance Parks, but he knows where to go 
with the ball and wil not throw into traffic. Running back Paul Mosley is a 
downhill runner with he size and strength to strike fear in defensive backs, 
and the speed to get outside, Mosley needs only to catch better and 
lower that upright style so he does not get hurt. Brandon Whitaker is a 
smaller, change-of;pace-back with speed. Wideout Dominique Zeigler isn't 
a bumer, but he has deceptive speed and can make the tough catch, If he 
shows he's ready, David Gettis could become a deep threat. There's 
depth at receiver with Trent Shelton, Shaun Rochon, J Fields and redshirt 
freshmen Nate Cook and Trey Payne. Because Morriss was a lineman for 
15 years in the NFL, he takes it personally that the Bears have been soft 
up front. Te line allowed 32 sacks last year and needs to improve its dis- 
mal 3.0 yards per rush, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Bears are soft up front and 
must rely on the bit to get pressure from a 4-2 set, Coordinator Bill 
Bradley isn't afraid to “send the house” and that aggressiveness will 
make something happen, even if it isn't alvays good. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The coaches want end Montez 
Murphy to be a disruptive force who creates opportunities for others, 
On the other side, Marcus Foreman and Paul Howard are undersized 
and will have problems holding up. Michael Gary, Corey Ford, MAT. 
Robinson and Klayton Shoals are possibilities at tackle, but the future is 
redshirt freshmen Vincent Rhodes and Dan Gay. Baylor's funky 4-2-5 
system features two linebackers and two linebacker/defensive back 
hybrids (outside safeties) who support the run and drop into coverage. 
Because the front four can't bring enough pressure, the linebackers 
have to be ready and able to blitz. Experience has been replaced by ath- 
{eticism. Colin Allred and Jamaal Harper are athletic and offer the kind of 
big-play potential the Bears need. Georgia Tech transfer Nick Moore 
could make an impact. The team’s best player is outside safely Willie 
‘Andrews, an outstanding athlete with NFL potential. His only downside 
isa tendency to free-lance and cover for other players rather than take 
care of his own responsibilities, Free safety Maurice Lane needs to 
show better instincts. Cornerback is the team's deepest position. The 
Bears can rotate Braelon Davis, Anthony Arline, C.J. Wilson, James 
Todd, Josh Bell and Tulane transfer Alton Widemon. Davis, a track guy, 
projects as the best of that talented group. 


SPECIAL TEAMS No punter in the nation is better than Daniel 
Sepulveda, who won the Ray Guy Award last year. The biggest question 
is whether Ryan Havens can replace Kenny Webb, who turned into a 
consistent short-range kicker. Havens has more leg strength, but he has 
yet to display accuracy. Andrews is a dangerous return man, 


COACHING STAFF Morriss’ good o!' boy act works well in 
‘Waco, and the rest of the state, for that matter. He's not the most pol- 
ished speaker, but that “aw shucks” persona plays well. Morriss is far 
from a fire-and-brimstone preacher, but he can motivate when needed. 
‘And with his size, he can intimidate even the biggest players. 
BOTTOM LINE A soft nonconference schedule opens the door for 
‘a game or two improvement over last year's 3-8 mark, but the Bears still 
are several years away from knocking down the door and ending an 
embarrassing bowl drought, Jerry Hill 


National rank 


Pos. 


4 


iB 


cB 


cB 


P 


OFFENSE 

No. Name HL Wt 
7 Dominique Zeigler* 6-3 180 
4 Shaun Rochon. 59 194 
67 Travis Farst 67 329 
64 Evan Stone* 65 289 
77 Lequolan McDonald 6-5 349 
79 Glen Oskin 65 300 
50 Will Blaylock 62 308 
69 Ricky Hasoon 6-2 281 
76 Yancy Boatnor 64 336 
70 Chad Smith 66 283 
68 Nick Pace 63 210 

Matthew Lott 65 300 
81 Mike Miller 63 245 
49° Jordan Adams 64 250 
9 Trent Shelton* 62 206 
10 Nate Cook 63 186 
88 J Fields 63 208 
3 Trey Payne 50 158 
Shawn Bell 61207 
5 Terrance Parks 64244 
1 Paul Mosley 63 230 
20 Brandon Whitaker 510198 
43 Ryan Havens 510 192 


DEFENSE 
Name Hi 


No. it. Wt 
90 Marcus Foreman 62 239 
ST Paul Howard 62 249 
99 M.T. Robinson* 61 204 
54 Corey Ford 6-3 291 
92 Michael Gary* 6-3 300 
98° Quincy Jenkins G1 203 
95 Montez Murphy* 66 265 
57 Geoff Nelson 62 253 
15 Maurice Linguist* 5-10 204 
42° Zac Jones 5-188 
34 Colin Allred 62 245 
45 Nick Moore 61 225 
16 Jamaal Harper 6-0 228 
39° Tyler Lindstrom 62 206 
5 Braelon Davis* St 170 
3 CJ. Wilson 61 198 
21 Maurice Lane* 5-1 190 
29° Marlon Price 62 168 
18 Willie Andrews* 540 190 
32 Dwain Crawford 6-0 186 
6 Anthony Arline* 62 193 
36 James Todd 60 178 
37 Daniel Sepulveda* = 6-322, 


“Returning starter 


By Mike HUGUENIN, ORLANDO SENTINEL 


In a season of a change, an old face in a new place bears watching 


have you done for me lately?" con- 

ference: One-third of the league's 
coaches will be new this fall, and seven 
of the 12 overall have been on the job 
for three seasons or less. 

‘One new coach, in particular, bears 
watching. Steve Spurrier, who led 
Florida to six SEC titles and one nation- 
al championship in 12 seasons from 
1990-2001, is back in the league after 
an ill-fated attempt in the NFL with the 
Redskins. Spurrier’s presence on the 
sideline automatically means South 
Carolina is a league dark horse. 

The Gamecocks won't win the SEC 
East because they simply don’t have 
enough talent, But Spurrier’s particular 
brand of offensive magic means the 
Gamecocks will win a couple of games 
they shouldn't, and South Carolina sud- 
denly becomes a tough opponent for 
everyone on the schedule. 

Florida (Urban Meyer, from Utah), 
LSU (Les Miles, from Oklahoma State) 
and Ole Miss (Ed Orgeron, from an 
assistant’s job with national champion 
Southern California) have the league's 
other coaching newcomers this season. 
Mississippi State coach Sylvester Croom 
is in his second season, which means 
the storyline shifts from Croom being 
the first black head coach in SEC foot- 
ball history to how soon the Bulldogs 
become legit contenders again, And 
Alabama's Mike Shula and Kentucky's 
Rich Brooks are entering their third sea- 
sons, with neither having had the suc- 


J ust call the SEC the ultimate "what 


cess supporters thought they'd 
have. 

‘Two of the league's gray- 
beards led their teams to divi- 
sion titles last season: 
Tennessee's Phillip Fulmer in 
the East and Auburn's Tommy 
Tuberville in the West. 
Auburn's success last season 
added an ironic twist to a 
botched coaching search at the 
end of the 2003 season. Had 
some big-money boosters had 
their way, Tuberville would've 
been out of a job. Instead, he 
led his team to a 13-0 record. 

Hey, is there a moral in there 
somewhere—something along 
the lines of coaches deserve 
time to get their players and 
schemes in place 


ASCENDING 

Florida Urban Meyer's hiring 
has Gator Nation revitalized 
after three seasons of the Ron 
Zook error ... uh, era. Zook left 
some good talent behind, par- 
ticularly on offense. Gators fans 
are expecting big things, and 
nine wins look possible. 
Assuming Meyer and his staff 
recruit as well in the future as 
they did in two short months 
last winter, Florida's talent level should 
continue to improve. 


DESCENDING 

Auburn The Tigers aren't going to be 
that bad. It's just that there's no way 
they're going to 
go 13-0 again. 
Tailbacks 
Carnell Williams 
and Ronnie 
Brown are gone, 
as are quarter- 
back Jason 
Campbell, three 
starters off an 
underrated 
defensive line, 
two starting 
offensive line- 
men and the 
best two players 
in the secondary. 
There's still 
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Expect Spul 
Gam 


make 


enough talent on hand for eight or nine 
wins—assuming a new quarterback 
comes through. 


MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 
LaRon Landry, FS, LSU Please 

explain how this guy hasn't received 
more notice. Landry will be heading 
into his third season as the starter, and 
he led the Tigers in tackles each of the 
past two seasons, Landry has good size 
(6-2, 187) and speed, controls a good 
portion of the field and lays the lumber. 


PLAYER ON THE SPOT 

DJ. Shockley, QB, Georgia Shockley 
was a big-time recruit as a high school 
senior in 2000 and backed up David 
Greene the past three seasons. This 
time, the job is all his. There's no ques- 
tion about Shockey's athleticism, but 
there are questions about his passing 
ability. He'll be operating with a veter- 
an line in front of him and a bunch of 
good tailbacks behind him, Eventually, 
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SEC 


though, teams will force Shockley to 
throw to beat them, Can he do it? The 
answer will go a long way toward 
determining whether Georgia can con- 
tend for the East title or end up with a 
Peach Bowl bid. 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Matt Jones, QB, Arkansas Arkansas 
is going to miss his arm, his legs and his 
playmaking ability. Three guys went 
into spring ball vying for the starting 
job: sophomore Robert Johnson, redshirt 
freshman Alex Mortensen and freshman 
Cole Barthel, who signed with Arkansas 
in 2001, then spent four years playing 
baseball in the Braves’ organization. He 
hasn't played in a real game since he 
was a high school senior in the fall of 
2000. All three will continue to battle in 
the fall for the right to start the opener 
against Division I-AA Missouri State. 
Johnson is the best athlete, and that 
might be the determining factor. 

David Pollack, DE, Georgia Pollack 
played extensively from his first days on 
campus. He was ultra-productive on the 
field and a great team leader. Quentin 
Moses, an Athens native, should be his 
replacement, Luckily for the Bulldogs, 
Moses played a lot the past two sea- 
sons. He has good pass-rushing ability 
(614 sacks last season), but he is not 
going to provide the “where is he on 
this play?” presence Pollack had, Still, 
the drop-off might not be as big as 
some folks expect, 

Carnell Williams, RB, Auburn 
Actually, this should be Williams and 
backup Ronnie Brown, who combined 
for 2,078 yards and 20 touchdowns on 
the ground last season and were the 
main reasons Auburn finished 13-0. Tre 
Smith gets the first crack at replacing 
them, Smith ran for 454 yards as a true 
freshman in 2002, got mopup duty in 
‘03, then missed most of last season 
with a shoulder injury. He has good 
speed, but there's a question as to how 
good he'll be between the tackles. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Alabama's offensive line Well, not all 
five starters, But there are three new 
starters—and each likely will be a red- 
shirt freshman, Yikes, The best of the 
young trio probably is right guard B.J. 
Stabler, a highly touted high school 
player whom Tide coaches hope can 
help anchor the right side for a while. 
The others are center Antoine Caldwell 
and left tackle Cody Davis, a Tuscaloosa 
native, A big part of those guys’ job will 
be keeping quarterback Brodie Croyle 
upright. The Tide became too one- 
dimensional when Croyle was hurt last 
season, 

Ryan Perrilloux, QB, LSU Perrilloux is 
the Tigers’ marquee recruit. He also 
gained some notice by calling out 
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holdover quarterbacks JaMarcus Russell 
and Matt Flynn. There are some who 
say Perrilloux is good enough to play 
extensively as a true freshman. There 
are others who say there's no way the 
Tigers should rely on an inexperienced 
quarterback when they have 17 return- 
ing starters. Either way, his presence 
should make for interesting times in 
Baton Rouge this summer and fall. 

Jerrelle Powe, DT, Mississippi If he's 
academically eligible—a big concern— 
Powe (6-2, 340) is the type of run-stuffer 
every team craves, The Rebels were 
horrible against the run last season, and 
Powe is the kind of guy who makes it 
tough to run up the gut. 


BEST BETS 
New Ole Miss Coach Ed Orgeron will 
be far more animated on the sideline 


replaced, ... Kentucky again will finish 
last in the league in rushing offense. .., 
LSU will lose at least one of its seven 
home games, For all of the talk about 
Tiger Stadium being a tough place to 
play, last season was the first time since 
1972 that the Tigers were unbeaten at 
home, ... Florida’s Chris Leak again will 
be the only SEC quarterback to throw 
for 3,000 yards. ... A season after having 
just two league receivers with as many 
as 50 catches, the SEC will have at least 
five receivers reach that mark this sea- 
son—and at least two will play for 
Florida. ... As good as David Pollack 
was, Georgia will miss free safety 
Thomas Davis more than Pollack. ... 
Alabama quarterback Brodie Croyle will 
miss at least one game with an injury, ... 
This will be the 23rd consecutive bowl- 


than David Cutcliffe, the man he less season for Vanderbilt. TSN 
OFFENSE OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt Cl. Pos, Name, school HL Wt Cl. 
WR Courtney Taylor, Auburn 62 204 J : WR Chad Jackson, Florida 61 202) dr 
WR Andre Caldwell, Florida 61 195 J. : WR Robert Meachem, Tennessee 63 218 So. 
TE Leonard Pope, Georgia 67 250 J. : TE David Jones, LSU 64 260 Sr. 
T Andrew Whitworth, LSU 67 325 Sr. 4 Jabari Levey, South Carolina 66 312) Sr. 
T Marcus McNeill, Auburn 69 337 Sr. T Tre’ Stallings, Mississippi 64 317° Sr. 
G Max Jean-Gilles, Georgia 64 340 Sr 6 Nate Livings, LSU 65 295 Sr 
G Cody Douglas, Tennessee 64 330 Sr. 6 Ben Grubbs, Auburn 63 302) Jr 
c Mike Degory, Florida, 66 306 Sr. C Kyle Roper, Arkansas 63 291 Sr. 
QB Chris Leak, Florida 60 195 Jr : QB Erk Ainge, Tennessee 66 212 So, 
RB Gerald Riggs, Tennessee 60 217 Sr. : RB Jerious Norwood, Mississippi State 6:0 202 Sr. 
RB Kenneth Darby, Alabama Bt 205 Jn RB Alley Broussard, LSU 60 233) Jn 
DEFENSE DEFENSE 
E Parys Haralson, Tennessee 6-2 248 Sr: E Quentin Groves, Aubum 63 245 So. 
E Stanley McClover, Auburn 63 247 So. E Willie Evans, Mississippi State 62 259 Sr, 
T Kyle Williams, LSU 62 25 S. : T ‘Tommy Jackson, Aubumn 61 305 Sr. 
T Jesse Mahelona, Tennessee 62 297 S. i T ‘Claude Wroten, LSU 63 293° Sr. 
LB Brandon Siler, Florida 62 290 So. : LB Tony Taylor, Georgia 61 238 Jr 
LB Omar Gaither, Tennessee 62 230 Sr : LB Moses Osemwegie, Vanderbilt 60 228 Sr. 
LB Travis Williams, Auburn 61 207 Sr. LB Cameron Vaughn, LSU 64 237° Sr. 
CB Jason Allen, Tennessee 62 202 Sr. CB Fred Bennett, South Carolina 61 193 Jr 
CB Demetrice Webb, Florida B41 190 dr CB DeMario Minter, Georgia 60 198 Sr. 
S Ko Simpson, South Carolina 61 199 So. : $ — Kelechi Ohanaja, Vanderbilt 61 200 Sr. 
s Greg Blue, Georgia 62 214 S& i § LaRon Landry, LSU 62 187 Jr, 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
K John Vaughn, Auburn 61 201 dr K Josh Brown, South Carolina 63 203 Sr. 
P Eric Wilbur, Florida 62 192 Jr P Kody Bliss, Auburn Bt 177 ds, 
KR Skyler Green, LSU 510 195 Sr KR Tyrone Prothro, Alabama 568 176 J. 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Gerald Riggs, RB, Tennessee Offense: Mohamed Massaquoi, WR, Georgia 
Defense: Stanley McClover, E, Auburn Defense: John Demps, LB, Florida 
HONOR ROLL 


Best pregame atmosphere: LSU 

Best home-field advantage: Aubumn 

Worst home-field advantage: Vanderbilt 
Strongest arm: Brodie Croyle, Alabama 

Most dangerous scrambler: DJ. Shockley, Georgia 
Fastest running back: Justin Vincent, LSU 

Best blocking back: Jake Slaughter, Aubum 

Most physical receiver: Couriney Tayor, Auburn 
Surest hands: Marcus Monk, Arkansas 


‘Most disruptive end: Stanley McClover, Auburn 

Best run-stutfing tackle: Jesse Mahelona, Tennessee 
Hardest-hitting linebacker: Omar Gaither, Tennessee 
Fastest defensive back: Fred Bennett, South Carolina 
Coach on the hot seat: Rich Brooks, Kentucky 

Best coach: Philip Fulmer, Tennessee 

Best offensive coordinator: Steve Spurrier, South Carolina 
Best defensive coordinator: John Chavis, Tennessee 

Best staff: Auburn 


Games to watch 


South Carolina at Georgia, Sept. 10 
Steve Spurrier’s first conference game with the 
‘Gamecocks. He owned the Bulldogs when he was 
at Florida (11-1). 

Tennessee at Florida, Sept. 17 0 
The first SEC game for new Gators coach Urban 
Meyer I's worth remembering that ex-Florida coach 
Ron Zook beat the Vols in Knowille in his first SEC 
game, 

Tennessee at LSU, Sept. 24000 
‘The second huge road game for the Vols. 
Georgia at Tennessee, Oc. 8 
The Vols, who won in Athens last season, play an 
early-season schedule that would do the Marquis 
de Sade proud. 


Florida at LSU, Oct.15 

The Gators and Tigers have played every season 
since 1971, and UF has won seven ofits past 
eight in Baton Rouge and 14 of its past 17 overall 
against LSU. 


Auburn at LSU, Oct. 22 

Given its early-season schedule, LSU could be 
cdown for the count by the time this one is played. 
Or this could determine the West Division ttist. 


Florida vs. Georgia in Jacksonville, Oct. 29 
“The World's Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party” 
‘could be for the East Division crown, Or it could be 
to determine who goes to the Outback Bow. 


Auburn at Georgia, Nov, 12 
At the least, this will be important in terms of bow! 
positioning, 


Florida at South Carolina,Nov. 1200 
Steve Spurrier coaching against Florida? Oh, my. 


Alabama at Auburn, Nov. 19 
The nation’s fiercest rvaly. Even if each were 0-10, 
this would be worth watching. 


Dream schedule 

‘Alabama has seven home games, and four of the 
first five are in Tuscaloosa. There are no back-to- 
back road games. It can be argued that the three 
toughest games will be in TTown. And the noncon- 
ference schedule isn't imposing. 


Nightmare schedule 

Tennessee has a boatload of talent. The Vols will 
need it. Four of the five road games are against 
teams that went to bowls last season. There are 
back-to-back road games in September against 
Florida and LSU. There's a tough three-game 
stretch in late October/early November: road 
games against Alabama and Notre Dame sand- 

wiching a home game against South Carolina. But 
there's the usual late-season games against the 
flotsam and jetsam that is Vanderbilt and Kentucky. 


Bowl bound 

Six of the SEC's 12 teams went bowling last sea- 
‘son, and South Carolina would've gone if not for 
that fracas against Clemson. Seven teams look 
bowl-worthy this time around: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Auburn, Florida, Georgia, LSU and Tennessee. 
‘South Carolina could make it eight but might have 
to get there by beating Clemson in the final game, 


“North Augusta, 8 .CJNorth Augusta Georgia 
‘Antioch, Tenn./Antioch Tennessee 
25 ___ Tallahassee, Fla/Goodby ‘Alabama, 
Jacksonville/Ed White _ Georgia = 
Colins, Miss./Collins Tennessee 
___ Daytona Beach, Fla/Mainland Florida 
OTERO RAKING THE Lasse 

Tennessee, which annually goes out of state for top talent, signed elite 1 Tonneaaaa 

OL Ghris Scott irom Georgia and DB Demetrice Morley from the Miami , 

aa... Georgia also went out of state to sign its top prospects, including 2 Georgia 

DB Bryan Evans from Florida and WR Mohamad Massaquoi from 3. Auburn 

North Carolina. ... SEC champion Auburn, coming off a 13-0 season, had 4, Florida 

the nation's 13thranked class. .. New Florida coach Urban Meyer pulled = Alabama 

five players away from schools they previously committed to. ... Alabama B.LSU 

got help at running back with Mike Ford and Roy Upchurch; both have : : 

‘work to do in the classroom. ... LSU won the ballyhooed battle for in-state 7. South Carolina 

dual-threat QB Ryan Perrilloux, who was committed to Texas for most of 8, Arkansas 

the recruiting process... Steve Spur’ fst South Carolina class includ: g_ Migsissinpi 

ed weapons WRs Carlos Thomas, Jared Cook and 0.J. Murdack and a8 

TE Jonathan Hannah... New Ole Miss coach Ed Orgeron received 10. Mississippi State 

accolades for landing Memphis OL Michael Oher, but he raised eyebrows 11. Kentucky 

by hiring Oher's high schoo! coach in the months following signing day. 12. Vanderbilt 


RUSHING 
___G_Att._Yds. 


11195 1,050 
12219 1,062 


_Int___Yds._Yds/att. TD _ Rating NCAA rk. 


238 12 3,1 29 144916 
147 5 1844 77 101348 35 
123 _10 1,530 61142 

107 71,924 6 

109 91,452 7 


_4. Dwayne Bowe, LSU, Jr 
5. Chad Jackson, Florida, Jr. 12 29 648 at 


24 223 540 99 


1. Tennessee 


East Division 


National rank 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Because 
the basic scheme is balanced between 
the run and the pass, it is built to take 
whatever the defense gives. However, 
when the Vols think they're holding a 
strong hand, they like to dictate the 
action, Coordinator Randy Sanders can 
tailor his play selection to whichever 
quarterback is in the game because 
Erik Ainge and Rick Clausen have dif- 
ferent strengths. 


Schedule SKILL 
POSITIONS 
Sept.3 UAB Ainge has a live 
Sept. 17__at Florida arm, can make 
Sept. 24 mat LSU all of the throws 
Oct. 1 Mississippi and displayed 
Oct. 8 __-@ Georgia uncanny poise 
Oct. 22 at Alabama as a rookie. He's 
Oct. 28 South Carolina mobile enough 
Nov. 5 at Notre Dame to take off if a 
Nov. 12 Memphis play breaks 
Nov. 19 Vanderbilt down, Clausen 
Nov. 26 at Kentucky proved he can 
Toughest game @ Must win do the job if 
A Best chance to be upset needed last sea- 
son when Ainge 
2004 


Results was out with a 

: shoulder injury. 
Brent Schaeffer, 
who shared time 
with Ainge last 
season before 
fracturing a col- 


at South Carolina 1.4329 larbone, trans- 
Notre Dame... ..l,1713 ferred, Running 
at Vanderbilt. W, 38-33 back Gerald 
Kentucky . W,8781 Riggs, who blos- 
Auburn somed last year, 
Texas A has it all: power, 
*SEC championship game speed, vision 


“Cotton Bowl and footwork, 


The only ques- 

tion is whether 
he can take a year-long pounding with- 
out Cedric Houston to share the load. 
Arian Foster, LaMarcus Coker and 
Montario Hardesty are ready to help. 
One of the pleasant surprises last fall 
was fullback Cory Anderson, Last sea- 
son, there wasn't a go-to receiver, but 
there was depth. This year is no differ- 
ent, In Jayson Swain, Robert Meachem, 
Chris Hannon, Bret Smith and C.J. 
Fayton, the Vols have solid targets with 
good hands. If there's a missing ingredi- 
ent, it's a burner who can stretch a sec- 
ondary. Tennessee seldom incorporates 
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id Ainge showed 


great poise as 
a rookie and 
returns fully 
healed. 


An SEC coach SAYS Gerald Riggs realy matured last year off the field, That's 
why he was so impressive on the field, He's a guy-a lot like Jamal Lewis-they can ride to a championshi 
Their receivers are fast and athletic and active when the ball is in the air. Jayson Swain is terrific, but Robert 
Meachem and Chris Hannon could be even better... They will be as good defensively as they have been in 
the last decade, and that's saying a lot. I love Jesse Mahelona at tackle-a tough guy with a passion for the 
game, ... The linebackers are fantastic, and they're deep at the position. if Kevin Simon comes back healthy, 
that group will be one of the best in the nation, 


its tight ends in the passing game. Chris 
Brown became a viable target late last 
season and should get more looks. 


OFFENSIVE LINE This unit regained 
momentum last year after a couple of 
disappointing seasons, Three starters 
return, and all are capable of competing 
for All-SEC honors. Versatile Arron 
Sears and guard Rob Smith probably 
were Tennessee's top performers last 
season. When right guard Cody 
Douglas is healthy, he's top-notch, The 
biggest hole to fill is center, where 
Jason Respert is gone. The Vols have 
their fingers crossed that big Albert 
Toeaina can settle down and win the 
right tackle job. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator John Chavis has made his 
bones by blitzing and bringing pres- 
sure, Last year was a different story, 
Chavis played more zone because he 
was saddled with rookie cornerbacks. 
This year, he'll have a more seasoned 
crew, which should mean a return to his 
more aggressive tendencies. 


FRONT SEVEN The best defensive sur- 
prise of 2004 was Jesse Mahelona. The 
powerful Hawaiian was an instant 
smash after arriving from junior college. 
Justin Harrell and Turk McBride give 
the Vols two more productive tackle 
End Parys Haralson is All-SEC caliber 
and has a motor that likely will earn 
him a chance to play on Sundays, The 
other starter, Jason Hall, is adequate. 
Kevin Simon is as mentally tough as he 
is physically gifted, He'll open at weak- 
side linebacker, replacing All-SEC per- 
former Kevin Burnett, If Simon stays 
healthy, he is a rock. If he doesn't, the 
Vols will have to scramble, Omar 
Gaither is an outstanding playmaker at 
strongside linebacker. He's quick 
enough to be effective in coverage and 
is a devastating hitter who always is 
around the ball, Jason Mitchell moves 
inside. Marvin Mitchell would be the 
first replacement, inside or out, if some- 
body goes down. 


SECONDARY The best news is that last 
year's starting free safety, Jason Allen, 
decided to return for his senior year. 
The staff promised the All-SEC player 
he could play cornerback, the position 
he most likely will play at the next 
level. That means one of last year's 
freshman starters, probably Jonathan 
Hefney, will get bumped, The other 
freshman starter, Roshaun Fellows, has 
the makings of a lock-down corner. 
Filling Allen's void at free safety will be 
Hefney or Corey Campbell, The leading 
candidate at strong safety is Antwan 
Stewart, a former starter at corner. But 
turning to a true freshman such as 
Demetrice Morley or Adam Myers- 


White isn’t out of the question. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The Colquitt family's 
punting tradition lives on, with the 
torch being passed to Britton Colquitt 
from older brother, Dustin. Judging 
from practice, Britton appears worthy of 
the flame. Kicker James Wilhoit has 
made some big field goals, but his 
inconsistency is worrisome. He hopes 
last spring's foot surgery will solve that 
problem, The lackluster return game is 
an area of missed opportunity, Hefney 
has the potential to upgrade the punt- 
return production. 


COACHING STAFF Two things hap- 
pened in the weeks leading up to the 
2004 season to shatter Phillip Fulmer's 
image as a colorless, conservative 
fuddy-duddy, First, he refused to attend 
SEC media days in Birmingham, Ala., 
where he figured to be served with a 
subpoena in a lawsuit arising from his 
perceived role in Alabama's NCAA 
sanctions for recruiting violations, Then 
in August, he elevated Ainge and 
Schaeffer to co-starting quarterbacks. 
The loud-and-clear signal was that tal- 
ent would prevail over seniority, Fulmer 
rode his regained momentum all the 
way to a banner recruiting season. 


BOTTOM LINE The depth and talent 
are better than they've been in a few 
years, If the secondary takes it up a 
notch—as it should—the Vols should be 
equipped to survive some tough road 
games and be in the hunt for an SEC 
title and BCS bowl, —Mike Strange 


Volunteers data 

Stadium: Neyland (grass, 104,079) 

Site: Knoxville, Tenn. 

Coach: Phillip Fulmer (123-31, 13 years; 
28th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: Randy Sanders (7th year, 
Ith at school) 

Defensive coordinator: John Chavis (11th year, 
8th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1998 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1988 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 24 

2004 record: 10-3 (beat Texas A&M in Cotton 
Bowl); SEC East: 7-1/1st 

Website: www.utsports,com 


Returning leaders 


Gerald Riggs 


At Pot. 


Comp, 
09 


sen 8 
layson 
Robert Meachem 2 45918 
GJ. Fayton 21 364-733 
Chris Hannon a 230 10 2 
Bret Smith 1% 2 62S 
Cory Anderson ww 822 
Kicking XPM XPA__FGM FGA _ Pts. 
james Wihoit M451 gi 


Tackles 
jason Allen 


Total TFL/VAs, 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 3 — Robert Meachem 63 218 So, 
13 Chris Hannon 64 193 Sr 
WT 76 Arron Sears* 64 338 Jr. 
54 Eric Young 64 310 So, 
LG = 52 Rob Smith* 64 306 Jr, 
79 Anthony Parker 63 305 Fr, 
© 66 David Ligon 65 300 Jr. 
79 Anthony Parker 63 905 Fr. 
RG 70 Cody Douglas’ 64 330 Sr, 
‘78 Ramon Foster 66 340) Fr 
72 Albert Toeaina 66 355 Sr, 
71 Steven Jones 64 308 So, 
28 Chris Brown, 63 239 So. 
87 Justin Reed” 67 289 Sr, 
WR 1 Jayson Swain* G1 218 dr. 
9 Bret Smith 63 188 dr. 
QB 10 Erk Ainge* 66 212 So, 
16 Rick Clausen, 63 198 Sr, 
RB 31 Gerald Riggs* 6-0 27 Sr. 
21 Arian Foster B41 2m Fr. 
FR 45 Cory Anderson* 63 275 Jr 
30 David Holbert B1 259 So. 
K 25 James Wilhoit* 510 198 Jr, 
KR 33. Jonathan Hefney 59 174 So. 


*Retuming starter 


Omar Gaither 2 92 12,6/33, 
Jonathan Hefney 2 65 5/7 
<Jason Mitchell % 57 58 
Parys Haralson 8 43 135/53 
Josse Mahelona 4 42 186/81 
Sacks: Haralson (7) 
Interceptions: Corey Campbell (4) 
Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E 98 Parys Haralson* 62 248 St. 
93, Xavier Mitchell 6-2 252 So, 
T 55 Jesse Mahelona* 62 27 Sr, 
80 Turk MoBride 64 24 dt. 
T 92 dustin Harrell 64 306 dr 
Demonte Bolden 65 300 Fr 
E 94 Jason Hall 63 260 Sr. 
89 Antonio Reynolds 63 243° So, 
WLE 5 Kevin Simon 51 234 Sh 
42 Daniel Brooks 64 24 dr, 
MLB 35 Jason Mitchell* 61 St. 
40. Marvin Mitchell 63 253 dr, 
SLB 44 Omar Gaither* 62 230 Sr 
39 Ryan Kar 60 210 So, 
CB 18 Jason Allen* 62 02 Sr. 
29 Inquoris Johnson 59 167 So, 
SS 24 Antwan Stewart 60 193 Jr. 
18 Sinclar Cannon 62 20 Fe 
FS 26 Corey Campbell 63 190 Jr 
Demetrice Morley 6-0 180—Fr. 
CB 36 Roshaun Fellows 6-0 184 So. 
33° Jonathan Hefney* «5-9 174 Sa. 
P 80. Bitton Colquitt 63 198 Fr. 
PR 33 Jonathan Hefney 59 14 So. 
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2 Florida 


National 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Urban 
Meyer says his spread attack is about 
creating mismatches, and he appears to 
have the skill talent to do that. There will 
be one-back sets with three wideouts 
and a tight end, one-back sets with four 
wideouts and no-back sets with four or 
five wideouts. Florida also will run. 


SKILL POSITIONS If you saw Utah last 


season, you saw 
a balanced 


Schedule offense that 

Date Opponent relied on the 
Sept.3 Wyoming decision-making 
Sept. 10 Louisiana Tech and playmaking 
Sept. 17 Tennessee of quarterback 
Sept. 24 _at Kentucky Alex Smith. One 
Oct.1 at Alabama problem: A lot 
Oct.8 _ Mississippi State of that playmak- 
Oct. 15 at LSU ing was done by 
Oct. 29 © Georgia* Smith's feet, on 
Nov. 5 Vanderbilt designed runs. 
Nov. 12 A at South Carolina Florida quarter- 


Nov. 26 Florida State 
“at Jacksonville 
Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
Eastern Michigan. 
at Tennessee, 


W, 49-10 
L, 30-28 


back Chris Leak 
makes plays 
with his arm. 
His feet? Yikes, 
But Meyer and 
coordinator Dan 
Mullen say 
they'll lean 


frit M208 plenty on Leak 
LSU, 7 u 24-21 arm. He can 
Middle Tennessee ......W, 5216 Take all of the 
at Mississippi State......L,98-31 throws and has 
Vs. Georgia ipeteam touch. Running 
at Vanderbilt. . W, 34-17 back is a poten- 
South Carolina. .W, 48-14 tial trouble spot. 
at Florida State ........W, 20-18 Ciatrick Fason 
Miami* 127410 — turned pro, but 


* Peach Bow! 


three options 
remain. Skyler 
Thornton has 
good hands. 


DeShawn Wynn is the most physical 
back, Markus Manson might be the 
fastest. Meyer asks his receivers to do a 
lot of things, including run. Chad 
Jackson should emerge as the go-to 
receiver, but Andre Caldwell, Jemalle 
Cornelius, Dallas Baker, Kenneth 
Tookes and Michael McIntosh have 
skills. Caldwell is deceptively fast. 
Comelius could be the biggest surprise. 
Jackson is a big-play threat. Baker's pro- 
duction never has matched his talent. It 
wouldn't be a surprise to see one of 
three touted freshmen earn playing 
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2 
3 
2 


knows Leak has a great 
but he will have to make 

plays with his feet in the 
offense. 


a 


An SE C coach SAYS Im stil ite suspicious about Chris Leak running Urban 
Meyer's spread option offense. He's going to get hit-not just once or twice but probably more on every play. 
Leak is more of a pocket, pro style passer. How wil his accuracy and confidence be shaken after getting hit 
play after play? ... Their receivers ae fantastic. Andre Caldwell, Chad Jackson and Dallas Baker are 
all-conference types, and ther tight end, Tate Casey, has great hands. ... They've got to run the ball for that 
offense to be successful. That means DeShawn Wynn has to grow up. ... Atinebacker, Brandan Siler is 
going to be a monster player in the SEC, and Earl Everett isnt far behind. They're loaded on the line, too. 


time. There also are solid pass-catching 
tight ends. 


OFFENSIVE LINE Although a lot of folks 
thought Utah had a finesse offense, the 
Utes had maulers on their line, Look for 
UF's up-the-middle trio of guards Lance 
Butler and Jim Tart, along with center 
Mike Degory, to do some mauling of 
their own. Last season's group did a 
superb job, and the potential is there for 
another strong unit. Degory is one of the 
best centers in the nation. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This sea- 
son, Charlie Strong—the only holdover 
on the staff—will be co-coordinator 
with Greg Mattison, who believes the 
first priority is stopping the run. He 
isn't a big believer in blitzes, but 
Strong likes them. UF has the line- 
backers and safeties to harass quarter- 
backs, so this co-coordinator pairing 
bears watching. 


FRONT SEVEN For once, the Gators 
have bodies at tackle. The duo of Ray 
McDonald and Marcus Thomas should 
be one of the SEC's best. Both are 
mobile and can rush the passer. Steven 
Harris, a backup end last season, has 
moved inside. If the ends become more 
productive, the potential is there for a 
dominant line. Jeremy Mincey is solid 
against the run and has a good motor 
but isn't a pass-rushing threat. Joe 
Cohen has great physical attributes but 
hasn't lived up to his hype. Tranell 
Morant, Derrick Harvey and Jarvis 
Moss should be the backups. Channing 
Crowder tumed pro, but true freshman 
Brandon Siler was a revelation at mid- 
dle linebacker when Crowder was 
injured last season. Siler is a good ath- 
lete who can run, and he brings the 
lumber. One of the outside linebackers 
will be Earl Everett. He needs to add 
bulk, but like Siler, he has instincts and 
makes plays. If healthy, Todd 
McCullough would be an OK fit at the 
other outside spot. He's a tall, lanky guy 
who is good in coverage. Depth will 
have to come from what looks to be a 
superb group of freshmen, The pres- 
ence of Siler and Everett means this will 
be at least a solid unit, but it would help 
if McCullough stays healthy. An injury 
to Siler would be devastating. 


SECONDARY This has the potential to 
be a great unit—or the team’s weak 
link. Cornerback Demetrice Webb 
should be a standout. He has speed and 
became more physical as last season 
progressed. The corner opposite Webb 
is the key to the secondary—and might 
be the key to the defense. That can't be 
a comforting thought for coaches or 
fans. Perhaps it will be Dawayne Grace, 
a nice size/speed combination. No other 
corner got meaningful playing time last 


season. Things are better at safety. 
Strong safety Kyle Jackson emerged as 
a playmaker last season, and he has all- 
league potential. Free safety Jarvis 
Herring lacks consistency. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Eric Wilbur 
has a nice leg and gets hang time. He 
also could be the kickoff guy. As for the 
kicker, who knows? It might be true 
freshman Jonathan Phillips. The Gators 
retum every player who retumed a 
punt or kickoff. One problem: The 
return teams weren't good. That's 
almost criminal on a team with this 
much skill-position speed. 


COACHING STAFF Meyer will run a 
tighter ship than Ron Zook, who was a 
players coach, for better or worse. Zook 
was a fiery, energetic guy who didn't 
always seem to know what was going 
on. Meyer is much more under control, 
and the team should be more focused— 
on the field and off—as a result. The 
key members of his offensive staff have 
been together for four seasons, and they 
should be able to impart their knowl- 
edge quickly. But the defensive staff is 
a disparate group, and it could take a 
while for the philosophies to mesh. 
BOTTOM LINE There's no question the 
staff is better. There's no question 
there's talent. But there's also no ques- 
tion growing pains are inevitable. Still, 
anything less than nine wins would be 
a disappointment. But getting to 10 or 
11 wins might be difficult in a transition 
season. —Mike Huguenin 


Gators data 
Stadium: Ben Hill Griffin (grass, 88,548) 
Site: Gainesville, Fla. 
Coach: Urban Meyer (Ist year; 39-8 overall, 
4 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Dan Mullen (1st year) 
Defensive coordinators: Charlie Strong 
(Grd year); Greg Mattison (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won: 2000 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1990 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 12 
-5 (lost to Miami in Peach Bowl); 


Website: www.gatorzone.com 


Returning leaders 


Rushing Att Yas. Avg. 1D 
Skyler Thornton ll 
DeShawn Wynn, 58 aT 
Chris Leak cee See 


At Comp. Pet. Yds. TD 
586 3197 29 12 
Yds. Avg. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 8 Chad Jackson B12 
81 Dallas Baker 63 05S. 
(76 Tavares Washington «= 6-3 307 Sr. 
TI Jason Watkins 66 280 Fr. 
UG 72 Lance Butler 67 288 Sr. 
67 Drew Miler 65 292 So. 
© 6B Mike Degory* 66 3068 Sr. 
79 Stove Rissler 63 300 Jn 
RG im Tartt 63 305 Fr 
67 Drew Miller 65 282 So 
RT 74 Randy Hand™ 66 305 Sr. 
75 Phil Trautwein 66 280 So. 
TE 84 Tate Casey” 66 219 So 
85 Dane Guthrie B2 28 Fr. 
WR 5 Andre Caldwell” 61 195 Jr. 
3 Kenneth Tookes 62 7 J 
WR 6  Jemalle Comelius = 5-1 180 Jr. 
1 Michael Mcintosh 60 M7 Fr. 
QB 12 Chris Leake 60 195 Jr 
TT Gavin Dickey S196 Jr. 
RB 25 Skyler Thomton Sn 20 dr. 
21 DeShawn Wynn on a 
K Jonathan Philips 5-120 Fr, 
KR 8 Chad Jackson 61 m2 st. 
“*Returning starter 


Dallas Baker 2% 40 «1585 
Kicking XPM __XPA FGM FGA Pls. 
None 
Brandon Siler 80 yz 7 95/31 
Earl Everett Chee 7 85/20 
Demetrice Webb 4615, 61 516 
Jarvis Herring 385 0 
Jeremy Mincey 2B 23 St 9/24 
Sacks: Everett (4.5) 
Interceptions: Herring (4) 
Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E 20 Joe Cohen* 62 270 Jt 
‘97 Tranell Morant 65 255 So. 
T 95 Ray McDonald” 63° 285 dr. 
90 Michae! Hill 62 280 So. 
T 44 Marcus Thomas* 63 290 Jr 
93 Steven Harris 64 267 dr. 
E 57 Jeremy Mincey” 64 258 Sr. 
81 Derrick Harvey 64 27 Fr. 
WLB 30 Earl Everett 62 Jr. 
42 Billy Latsko 510 Bie 
MLB 40 Brandon Siler* 62 230 So. 
29 Eric Rutledge 60 241 80, 
SLB 47 Todd McCullough 65 230 Sr. 
13 Brian Crum 63 232 Jr. 
CB 15 Demetrice Webb* = 5-11 180d. 
Avery Atkins S189 
SS 3 Kyle Jackson 60 181 So, 
19° Tony Joiner 51 190 So. 
FS 45 Janis Herring” S201 Sr. 
43 Terrence Holmes 5 200 Jr 
CB 18 Vernell Brown 58 165 Sr, 
23 Dawayne Grace 60 15 Ft. 
P10 Eric Wilbur 62 192 Jr. 
PR 16 Vernell Brown 58 165 Sr. 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Last year, 
the team’s biggest threats were 
receivers Fred Gibson and Reggie 
Brown, which fit perfectly into Mark 
Richt's idea of the way offense should 
be played. This year, its four best skill 
players are running backs—Thomas 
Brown, Danny Ware and Kregg 
Lumpkin—and tight end Leonard Pope. 
Richt has shown an unwillingness to 
stick with the 
Schedule running game, 
but now he 
doesn't have 
much choice. 


SKILL 
POSITIONS 
Quarterback 
D.J, Shockley 
was hot and 
cold while alter- 
nating with 
David Greene, 
and Shockley 
must be steadier 
now, The team 
will use his ath- 
leticism by get- 
ting him out of 
the pocket and 
giving him the 
freedom to run 
against certain 


Opponent 


© at Georgia Tech 
*at Jacksonville 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 


Georgia Southern . 
at South Carolina 


i lignments. 
Vanderbil hs 
at Arkansas . Shockley has 
vs. Florida more going for 


at Kentucky . him than his 
at Auburn, feet. He knows 
Georgia T ech . the playbook, 

Wisconsin* and his refusal 


“Outback Bow! to hint at con- 
troversy the past 
three years 
proves he has a 
solid head on his shoulders. Don't be 
surprised if coaches try to get multiple 
backs on the field together. Thomas 
Brown is the smallest of the top trio but 
is surprisingly tough inside and is the 
only proven home run threat, Ware and 
Lumpkin are blessed with the size that 
makes them candidates to play fullback, 
and that's where Georgia will use both 
at times. The returning receivers have 
to prove plenty. Sean Bailey is the most 
ready, and he could grow into a good 
possession receiver. The most promising 
of the group is A.J. Bryant, who needs 


Shockley, a better 
runner than thrower, 
gets a'chance to show 
What he candoy 


An SEC coach says tis tcan as s0 any good runing backs it could un he 


wishbone. Kregg Lumpkin and Danny Ware are sinilar big backs with speed and atitude, and Thomas 
Brawn is amazing-not that big, but he brings a load. There could be chemistry issues ther. .. After four years 
of David Greene, a very coachable quarterback, we're going to see how patient Mark Richt can be with 

Did. Shockley. He has a lot of talent, but Richt will have to reign him in and force him to be more of a pocket 
passer. ... Defensive tackles Darrius Swain and Kedrie Golston are big run stuffers who can dominate but 
rarely do, These guys are playing for NFL money now, so well see how hard they bring it. 


to develop because he has the deep 
threat ability the Bulldogs need. Bryan 
McClendon should be ready to step into 
a starring role but has yet to show con- 
sistency. The most proven pass catcher 
is Pope, and he will be the man 
Shockley looks for whenever there's 
trouble. Pope should have an 
All-American-caliber season, 


OFFENSIVE LINE Things look good 
with five starters back, This group has 
been asked to spend most of its time 
pass-blocking and has yet to show it 
has the muscle or mind-set to run block. 
If the Bulldogs run as much as they 
should, the line will have to develop a 
new attitude. On the positive side, the 
Bulldogs have depth for the first time in 
three years with legitimate backups at 
every position. Guard Max Jean-Gilles 
returns after a serious flirtation with 
leaving for the NFL. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Bulldogs switched coordinators, promot- 
ing secondary coach Willie Martinez. 
He will replace Brian VanGorder, who 
left for the NFL, Martinez worked with 
VanGorder for years and believes in the 
same philosophy: solid and simple 
schemes that allow fast players to play 
physically and aggressively. 


FRONT SEVEN The tackles’ primary 
job will be to take on blockers, clog 
running lanes and free others to make 
plays. Kedric Golston and Gerald 
Anderson can do that, End Quentin 
Moses will take David Pollack's spot 
and has shown flashes of dominance. 
Will Thompson is scheduled to start on 
the other side, but Charles Johnson 
could emerge. If Moses and Johnson 
develop, it will give the Bulldogs a 1-2 
punch they haven't had since their 
Sugar Bowl season in 2002. The 
Bulldogs like to funnel plays to fast 
linebackers who can run and hit, and 
all three starters can do that. Tony 
Taylor has returned bigger than ever 
after an injury. Hence, he'll start in the 
middle. On the outside, look for the ath- 
letic Brandon Miller and Danny Verdun 
Wheeler to succeed. 


SECONDARY Georgia has no reason for 
concern with the return of starting cor- 
nerbacks Tim Jennings and DeMario 
Minter, and free safety Greg Blue is 
solid. However, there's no reason for a 
excitement, either, Safety Thomas Davis 
was the only real playmaker, and he's 
gone. The corners must be more 
aggressive. However, the safeties, start- 
ing with the hard-hitting Blue, probably 
need to be less aggressive. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Andy Bailey was the 
kicker last season until being yanked in 
the final regular-season game, when 
Brandon Coutu came in to hit a key 


kick against Georgia Tech. Whichever 
of the two earns the starting job will be 
looking over his shoulder and better not 
miss many. Converted soccer player 
Gordon Ely-Kelso is a solid punter. The 
Bulldogs desperately need to improve 
their returns, particularly on kickoffs. 


COACHING STAFF Changes mean 
chemistry must be developed. 
VanGorder's fire might be replaced by 
defensive line coach Rodney Garner, 
who is widely respected, New lineback- 
ers coach John Jancek also is a candi- 
date to stoke the team's fire. 
Offensively, the staff gained bite with 
the addition of running backs coach 
Kirby Smart, He brings a defensive 
mentality to the other side of the ball 
and will join veteran line coach Neil 
Callaway to provide a balance to an 
offensive meeting room that features 
cool-and-collected teachers Richt, 
receivers coach John Eason and tight 
ends coach David Johnson. 


BOTTOM LINE The Bulldogs could be 
playing in the SEC championship game 
if a few things come through for them. 
Offensively, they don't have the solid 
base they had the past two years, but 
that base never set the world on fire, 
anyway. Shockley must come through, 
and the coaching staff must use its 
depth of talent at running back. 
Defensively, it remains to be seen 
whether this team will respond to 
Martinez the same way it did to 
VanGorder. —Josh Kendall 


Bulldogs data 

Stadium: Sanford (grass, 92,746) 

Site: Athens, Ga. 

Coach: Mark Richt (42-10, 4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Neil Callaway (5th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Willie Martinez (1st year, 
5th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 

Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 

Last league title won: 2002 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1996, 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 1 

2004 record: 10-2 (beat Wisconsin in Outback 
Bowl); SEC East: 6-2/2nd 

Website: www.georgiadogs.com 


Returning leaders 


Rushing Att. Yds, Avg. TD. 
‘Thomas Brown T2875) 5B 
Danny Ware 138 «692504 
DJ. Shockley m4 13) 47 (0 


ing Att. Comp. Pot. —_Yils. TD Int 
Dw, Shockley 60 26 433 464 4 1 


Receiving Rec, Yds, Avy. TD. 


Leonard Pope 2% 482 183 
‘Thomas Brown 16 150 94 0 
Sean Bailey 4 22h 160 
Kicking XPM _XPA_FGM FGA _ Pls. 
Andy Bailey eC 
Tackles Solo 5 Total _ TFL/Yds, 

Greg Blue 64 80 a2 
DeMario Minter 42 8 51 3.5/T 
Danny Verdun Wheeler 38 13 51 65/14 
Derrick White 23 5 38 1.5/6 


Sacks: Quentin Moses (6.5) 
Interceptions: Jennings (2) 


Pos. No. Name HL Wt Ch 
WR 16 Bryan McClendon 5-11 184 Sr. 
18 Ad, Bryant 6:2 195 So, 
ST 72 Daniel Inman*™ 67 328 dr. 
79 Ken Shackleford 65 34 
8G 70 Nick Jones* 63-285 Jr 
60 Josh Brock 63 205 Jr. 
© 50 Russ Tanner 64 297 Sr. 
52 Ryan Schnetzer 63 28 Sr. 
T6 74 Max Jean-Gilles* 6-4 340 Se. 
75 Fernando Velasco 64320 Jt, 
TT 68 Dennis Roland* 69 309 Sr, 
67 Chester Adams 64 335 So, 
TE 81 Leonard Pope* 67 250 Jn 
87 Martrez Milner 64 260 Jr 
WR 4 — Sean Bailey 61 15 dr, 
85 Demiko Goodman «6-2 188 ‘Fr. 
08 3 Du. Shockley 61 208 sr 
19. Joe Tereshinski 63 21 dk 
RB 20 Thomas Brown* 58 183 So, 
6 —_Kregg Lumpkin 61 2m So, 
FB 28 Danny Ware 64 216 So, 
5 Des Williams 64280 Jr 
K 96 Brandon Coutu* 60 197 So. 
KR 16 Bryan McClendon = 5-1 184 Sr. 


*Retuming starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
E 58 — Will Thompson 6-3 254 Sr. 
99 Charles Johnson, 62 264 So. 
T 97 Kedri Golston* 64 292 Sr. 
90 Ray Gant 62 27 Jr 
A) 92 Gerald Anderson* 62 315 Sr 
98 Darrius Swain 62 930 Sr. 
E 84 Quentin Moses* Bh 208 Jr, 
55 Jeremy Lomax 64 210 Fr. 
WLB 42 Danny Verdun Wheeler 6-2 245 Jr, 
57 Dannell Ellerbe B41 205 Fr 
MLB 43. Tony Taylor 61 238 Jr. 
45 Jarvis Jackson* 62 208 Jr. 
SLB 12 Branton Miller 64 238 So, 
3 Derrick White 62 206 Sr. 
CB 2 DeMario Minter* 6-0 198 Sr, 
29 Thomas Flowers 510 197 So, 
SS 1 Tra Battle Si 167 Jr. 
22 Antonio Sims 60 109 Fr 
FS 17 Greg Blue” 62 24 Sr 
30 Kelin Johnson 61 184 So, 
CB 23 Tim Jennings” 58 178 Sr. 
8 Paul Oliver 60 209 So. 
P 95 Gordon Ely-Kelso” = 6-2 234 dr. 
PR 29 Thomas Flowers 540 187 So, 


Ey 


Gamecocks data 

Stadium: Williams-Brice (grass, 
80,250) 

Site: Columbia, S.C. 

Coach: Steve Spurrier (Ist year; 

142-40-2 overall, 15 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Steve Spurrier (1st year) 
Defensive coordinators: 

‘Tyrone Nix (1st year); 

John Thompson (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1969 (ACC) 
Last bowl appearance: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 31 
2004 record: 6-5; 

SEC East: 4-4/T3rd 
Website: www.uscsports.com 


Schedule 


Date 


Opponent 
Central Florida* 
‘at Georgia 
Alabama. 
Toy 
_at Auburn _ 


Nov. 
Ne 


“Thursday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


W, 31-6 
« L, 20-16 
W, 34-3 
W177 
 W, 20-3 


at Clemson . 


92 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY When Steve Spurrier's Florida 
teams were at their best, the Gators ran more than they passed. That's 
nat to say he doesn't want to throw. The ideal game plan is passing to 
get a lead and running to keep it. And if along the way he also throws in 
the second half when his team is up a few scores, wel, so be it. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Mike Rathe applied 
for a sith year of eligibility and was tumed down, but he applied again. 
Even if turned down again, he promised another appeal that was sure to 
last into the summer. Spurier likes Rathe's arm and ability to get the 
offense out of a bad play. I Rathe isn't back, it won't be pretty. Running 
backs is one of the team’s strongest areas-even after Spurrier dis- 
missed star Demetris Summers fora failed drug test. Cory Boyd has 
speed, the abilty to make people miss and strength. Daccus Turman is a 
strong runner and better-than-average blocker who punishes defenders. 
Wideout Syvelle Newton is one of the top three athletes on the team. 
Noah Whiteside is another speedy option who could develop into a dan- 
gerous playmaker. Now, the problem: Whiteside and Newton are in aca- 
demic limbo. The line is the biggest strength on the team, and one that 
could help the new offense perform smoothly. However, the fst string 
must stay healthy or the offense could have more problems because 
depth is shaky. Jabari Levey and Na'Shan Goddard are the best tackle 
combination in the league. There are mild concerns with the middle 
three, but there's potential to develop a complete line. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Gamecocks wil use their 
speed to gamble and force turnovers. South Carolina will play a base 
4-3 set, but coordinator John Thompson has a history of using funky, 
unorthodox schemes to confuse quarterbacks. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL As good as South Carolina could 
be on defense, it could've been better with end Moe Thompson, who 
‘was booted from the team. But a four-man rotation of quick, athletic 
rush ends could make up for the loss. De’Adrian Coley has the potential 
to develop into an elite pass rusher. Charles Silas has the size and abil- 
ty to command double-teams. The Gamecocks are deep on the interior 
with tackles Marque Hall and Stanley Doughty forming a terrific run- 
stuffing tandem. All of the linebackers have speed, which gives 
Thompson the abilty to use various blitz packages, The staff change 
could be just what Ricardo Hurley and Lance Laury need to reach their 
potential. Orus Lambert has the size and lateral speed to flourish in a 
system where the flow goes through the middle. The secondary is the 
most complete area of the defense. Fred Bennett is a lockdown comer 
who has added size and speed, Jonathan Joseph and Tremaine Tyler will 
battle for the other comer spot. Free safety Ko Simpson always seems 
to be around the ball. Newcomer Mike West is the strong safety 


SPECIAL TEAMS Whiteside and Lee likely will return kicks, with 
Turman and Murdock also possibilities. After years of instability in the 
kicking game, Josh Brown developed into one of the SEC's most con- 
sistent kickers last season. He lacks leg strength, but he's mentally 
tough. The team would like to find another punter to let Brown focus on 
kicking, But Brown, who wants to do both, must improve his average. 
COACHING STAFF Those two years of futility in the NFL gave 
‘Spurrier alittle humilty. But don't mistake that suddenly soft heart for a 
soft attitude. Spurrier will change the way the Gamecocks think, react 
and eventually play. 

BOTTOM LINE t's going to be a struggle for the Gamecocks in 
Year 1 under Spurrier but only because there's so much uncertainty in 
the passing game. With more recruiting classes like the February haul, 
the Gamecocks soon will be competing for the East title. Until then, a 
Tetum to a bow is a reachable goal. ~Matt Hayes 


National rank 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name Ht Wt 

WR 13 Syelle Newton 60 218 

4 Sidney Rice 64 191 

{T 78 Jabari Levey" 66 312 

75 — Gurminder Thind 6327 

U6 58 Eric Stroman 63 280 

7 James Thompson 64309 

© 60 Chris White* 63 309 

65 Fran Person 66 257 

RG 54 Freddy Saint-Preux = 6-5 308 

69 Jamon Meredith 64 281 

70 Na'Shan Goddord* «65313 

68 Justin Sorensen 67 317 

80 Andy Boyd 64 261 

83 James Scott 63 246 

WR 1 Noah Whiteside Sn 172 

88 Travis Lee 5 194 

QB 18 Antonio Heffner 61 186 

16 Brett Nichols 62 2m 

RB 3 Cory Boyd” 61 200 

Mike Davis S210 

FB 32 Daccus Turman 5 232 

34° Antonio Lamar 6-0 266 

K 81 Josh Brown 63 203 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name it. Wt 

E 45 De’Adrian Coley 62 237 

41 Jordin Lindsey 63 27 

T 73) Marque Hall 63 26 

96 Matt Raysor 63 302 

NT 55 Stanley Doughty 61 35 

98 Chris Tucker 61 278 

E 87 Charles Silas 65 212 

90 Seth Edwards 63 263 

1B 48 Lance Laury 62 237 

25 Cody Wells 51 195 

1B 51 Onis Lambert 62 25 

40° Dustin Lindsey 63 220 

1B 42 Ricardo Hurley” 61 28 

43° Ryan Brown 60 249 

CB 9 Johnathan Joseph «= 5-1 187 

36 Stoney Woodson = 5-118 

SS 5 Mike West 6-0 206 

Trent Usher S195 

10 Ko Simpson* 61 199 

33° Chris Hampton Sn 182 

8 Fred Bennett” 61 193 

23 ‘Tremaine Tyler* 510 185 

P87 Josh Brown* 63 203 
Returning starter 
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Wildcats data 
Stadium: Commonwealth 
(grass, 67,606) 
Site: Lexington, Ky. 
Coach: Rich Brooks (6-17, 2 years; 
97-126-4 overall, 20 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Joker Phillips (1st year, 
12th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mike Archer (3rd year, 6th at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1976 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 1999 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 
2004 record: 2-9; 
SEC E: 
Website: www.ukathletics.com 


Schedule 


Date 
Sept. 4 


Opponent 
‘4 Louisville 


1 Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
at Louisville 


South Carolina. 


at Auburn 142-10 
at Mississippi Stat 21,227 
Georgia 62-17 
Vanderbil W, 14-13 


at Tennessee 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Joker Philips is the new coordi- 
nator. The ’Cats still will strive for balance under Phillips, but he plans to 
throw downfield more than former coordinator Ron Hudson did. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Andre’ Woodson is a 
dropback passer with a strong arm. He needs to improve his prepara- 
tion habits, and indications are that he will. The Wildcats weren't able to 
‘mount a running game in 2004, The ‘Cats can spread the load among 
three backs. Arliss Beach is more of an inside runner than Rafael Little 
and Tony Dixon, who are smaller and more elusive. The receivers might 
be the lone bright spot on offense, Tommy Cook has excellent hands 
and is considered the group’s toughest receiver and a solid blocker. 
Keenan Burton is the best big:play receiver. Glenn Holt will be the go-to 
‘guy. Tight end Jacob Tamme has good hands and the ability to run after 
the catch. Although the line likely will struggle against the SEC's elite 
fronts, coach Rich Brooks praised his players at the end of the spring, 
saying it was the best the line looked during his time at Kentucky. New 
line coach Jimmy Heggins, who arrives from Florida State, inherits a unit 
that has three returning starters. Left tackle Aaron Miller is one of the 
best on the team in terms of technique. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Mike Archer is 
scrapping the 3-4 in favor of the more traditional 4-3. The team didn't 
have the quality or quantity at inebacker to run the 3-4 successfully. 
‘Some of the outside linebackers in the 3-4 who were a step slow might 
fare better as ends in the 4-3. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL B.. Jay Parsons lacks bulk but has 
a quick first step. Fellow end Durrell White looks the part, but his play 
seldom has matched his potential. They'll stuggle to replace Vincent 
Burns. Look for Ni Adjei Oninku to become a factor. The likely four-man 
rotation at tackle is Ricky Abren, Lamar Mills, Jason Leger and Trey 
Mielsch. The linebackers have been hit with alot of adversity as several 
key players left, quit or were injured The fikely middle man is Joe 
Schuler, who moved from his strongside post during the spring. 
However, if Gabriel Wallace gets his academics in order, he could play 
in the middle. lf Schuler mans the middle, look for tre freshman Johnny 
Wiliams to challenge Raymond Fontaine at strongside linebacker. 
Wesley Woodyard, the leading candidate on the weak side, eamed a 
starting job as a true freshman last year. Bo Smith will replace Earven 
Flowers at one comerback spot. Smith was supposed to start last year 
but got hurtin a fight. Brooks calls him the team’s best corner. Antoine 
Huffman leads the competition at the other corner. Free safety Marcus 
McClinton could be a rising star. He's a big hitter and gets to the right 
spots. Muhammad Abdullah has the edge at strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The units were such a disaster last year that 
improvement should be a given. Kicker Taylor Begley lacks a huge leg 
but generally has been reliable. True freshman Tim Masthay was recruit- 
ed to be the punter. There are many candidates for the return jobs, but 
no one has any meaningful stats on his resume. 

COACHING STAFF Brooks remains a straight-shooting, blue-col- 
lar pro, Relating to players may not be his strong suit, but he should 
improve in that area with each new recruiting class. Philips is his sec- 
cond stint coaching at his alma mater, and the attachment to Lexington is 
strong enough that he tumed down a chance to leave for Ohio State. 
His promotion to coordinator is popular with the players, and he's stil 
young enough (41) to connect with them. 

BOTTOM LINE The offense has to make something happen, or 
Kentucky will stay stuck on two wins, and the Brooks era will be over. 
Even if there’s improvement on both sides of the ball, four wins probably 
is the ceiling. -Mike Strange 


NE 


tional rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HE «Wt 
WR 17 Tommy Cook 60 206 
1 Scott Mitchell” 63 222 
1T 63 Aaron Miller* 66 285 
67 Patrick Daly 66 300 
LG 52 Fatu Turituri 63 290 
72 — Michael Aitcheson 63 290 
© = 62 Matt McCutchan* 63 295 
Ti Casey Shumate 63 280 
RE 60 Trai Williams 64 280 
75 Micah Jones 64 320 
57 Hayden Lane* 66 280 
76 Erie Pelayo 66 290 
18 Jacob Tamme 65 234 
84 Jeremiah Drobney* 6-4 255 
WR 4 — Glenn Holt” 62 195 
19 Keenan Burton 62 195 
QB 3 Andre’ Woodson 65 230 
Joe Joe Brown 63 190 
RB 22 Rafael Little 51 195 
5 Ariss Beach 60 220 
FB 25. Alexis Bwenge B41 228 
40 Justin Sprowies 510 230 
K —89._Taylor Begley* 6-0 200 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt 
E 54 B, Jay Parsons 65 250 
56 Tedd Bullock 63 240 
T St Trey Mielsch* 63 280 
83 Ricky Abren* 62 285 
T 45 Lamar Mills 61 285 
65 Jason Leger 61 288 
E 9 Durrell White* 63° 245 
87 Nil Adjei Oninku B41 285 
WLB 16 Wesley Woodyard* 6-1 200 
43° Mikhail Mabry 62 234 
MLB 46 Joe Schuler 63 240 
10 Ben McGrath 62 240 
SLB 50 Raymond Fontaine 64225 
51 Johnny Wiliams 63 230 
CB 24 Bo Smith 60 195 
39 Shomari Moore 58 180 
SS 42 Muhammad Abdullah" 6-0 205 
35 Roger Williams 60 200 
FS 2 Marcus McClinton B41 205 
10 Karl Booker 61 189 
CB 36 Antoine Huffman™ 60 115 
30 Jarrell Wiliams 5 185 
P92 Kris Kessler 60 200 
*Retuming starter 
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ny, 
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Commodores data 

Stadium: Vanderbilt (grass, 
39,973) 

Site: Nashville 

Coach: Bobby Johnson (6-29, 

3 years; 66-65 overall, 11 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Ted Cain 

(Ath year) 

Defensive coordinator; 

Bruce Fowler (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: |-formation 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: 1982 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 80 
2004 record: 2-9; 

SEC East: 1-7/T5th 


Website: 
www.vucommodores.com 

Schedule 

Date Opponent 

Sept. 1 at Wake Forest* 

Sept. 10 __at Arkansas 

Sept. 17 A Mississippi 

Sept. 24 Richmond 

Oct.1 Middle Tennessee 

Oct. 8 LSU 

Oct. 15 Georgia 

Oot. 22 at South Carolina 

Nov.5 atFlorida 

Nov. 12 © Kentucky 

Nov. 19 mat Tenne: = 
“Thursday 


@ Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
South Carolina 
at Mississippi .. 
at Navy .. 
Mississippi State. 


Eastern Kentucky. 


at LSU. 
Florida. 3417 
at Kentucky. - 


Tennessee. . 


94 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Bobby Johnson will stick 
with the basic option. In Jay Cutler, he has an ideal quarterback for it. 
Cutler's toughness is a sterling quality, and his improved pass efficiency 
will loosen defenses to some degree. Vandy is solid at receiver, and it 
will be interesting to see if Johnson will allow Cutler to throw more. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Cutler is a good fit for Johnson's 
offense; he is a threat to run on occasion and has developed into a 
dependable passer. As for Cutler’s backup and eventual successor, 
Steven Bright has the edge in experience, Running back Kwane Doster, 
poised to be Vandy's go-to back, was killed in an offseason shooting, 
Jeff Jennings and Cassen Jackson-Garrison will try to fil the void. 
Fullback Matthew Tant will be missed. In Erik Davis, Marlon White and 
Bryant Anderson, the Commodores think they have three targets who 
could play for anybody in the league, Tight end Dustin Dunning is a 
competent blocker and should increase the 14 catches he had last year, 
The left side of the line must be rebuilt. No matter which guys fil the 
vacancies, there will be a drop-off. That doesn't bode well for a unit that 
was a weak link last year. The Commodores gave up 33 sacks and 
ranked next-to-last in the SEC in rushing. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense remains faitly con- 
servative, The Commodores will be young and inexperienced in the seo- 
ondary, which brings limitations. The basic four-man front has size in the 
middle and two excellent tackers in run support in linebacker Moses 
Osemwegie and free safety Kelechi Ohanaja, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Commodores lose both of 
last year’s starting ends (Jovan Haye and Aaron Carter), which is why 
Herdley Harrison will move from linebacker. In 2005 starters Ralph 
McKenzie and Ray Brown, and backups Divens and Gabe Hall, Vandy 
has four guys in the 300-pound range to gunk up the middle. 
Osemwegie is one Commodore whom other SEC defensive coordina- 
tors covet and offensive coordinators account for. Vanderbilt thinks it 
has another up-and-coming playmaker in Jonathan Goff, The strongside 
jb is open with Harrison moving to end. Kevin Joyce probably will win 
the position. Ifthe cream rises to the top, Goff and Curtis Gatewood will 
end up joining Osemwegie in the starting lineup. What Osemwegie is to 
the linebackers, Ohanaja has the potential to be to the secondary. 
Andrew Pace moves from safety to corner and is in line to star. It 
appears Sean Dixon will be the other comer, Reshard Langford is in the 
hunt to start at strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS A school such as Vanderbilt should focus heav- 
ily on the kicking game to gain an edge on the mote talented physical 
opponents in its conference, Sadly, that's not the case heading into the 
season. Kicker Patrick Johnson took over the job last fall but struggled. 
Daniel Lee will get every chance to challenge Johnson. Kyle Keown gets 
first crack at the punting job. Bil Robertson is the other option. The 
Commodores will miss Doster in the return game. Davis is the leading 
candidate for both jobs. 


COACHING STAFF Losing seasons tend to lead to staff 
changes, particularly the coordinators, Not at Vanderbilt, Johnson 
silenced rumors that he would make changes and stuck with Bruce 
Fowler on defense and Ted Cain on offense, Johnson is more involved 
with the offense but might be more active on defense this year in hopes 
of shoring up a weak link. 

BOTTOM LINE This time last year, Vanderbilt was hopeful of 
breaking its 22-year bowl drought. You won't hear that kind of talk this 
fall Cutler gives the Commodores a chance. With at least an adequate 
running game and improved defense, Vandy could squeeze out three 
wins-maybe four if the stars align. ~Mike Strange 


t 


National rank (2f:) 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt 
WR 2 Erik Davis* 64 190 
15 Jason Caldwell 64 200 
LT 62 Ryan King 67 314 
7 Chris Williams 66 307 
LG 68 = Josh Eames 6-5 304 
64 Merritt Kirchoffer 65 35 
C 77 Trey Holloway” 6-2 293 
53 Hamilton Holliday 64 = 290 
RG = 63 Nigel Seaman* 6-5 305 
65 Mac Pyle 64 3m 
AT 72 Brian Stamper* 6-5 292 
5 Elliot Hood 65 290 
84 Dustin Dunning* 6-5 260 
83 Brad Allen 6-4 235 
WR 82 Marlon White 6-4 205 
81 Bryant Anderson 6-3 202 
QB 6 — Jay Cutler 64 225 
‘W Steven Bright 6-4 235 
RB 21 Jeff Jennings 61 228 
22 —Cassen Jackson-Garrison 6-1 210 
FB 45 Zach Logan 6-0 234 
44 David Whittington B62 2nd 
K 98 Patrick Johnson == 5-10 180 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name it, Wt. 
E 4 Herdley Harrison*™ = 6-3 205 
43. David Carter 64 254 
T 93 Ray Brown 63 295 
56 Gabe Hall 64 295 
T 95 Ralph McKenzie 64 305 
98 Lamar Divens 6-4 300 
e 46 Chris Booker 6-4 252 
54 Theo Horrocks Ba 215 
WLB 30 Moses Osemwegie* 6-0 228 
48 Curtis Gatewood 63 222 
MLB 47 Jonathan Goff* 64 = 235 
52 Otis Washington 527 
SLB 40 Kevin Jayce 63 28 
24 Marcus Buggs 5 228 
CB 36 Andrew Pace” 60 198 
8 — Cheron Thompson S185 
SS 33 Reshard Langford © 6-1 212 
23° Funtaine Hunter 63 2B 
FS 12 Kelechi Ohanaja" 61 200 
25 Ben Koger 61 196 
CB 34 Sean Dixon 60 186 
14 Josh Allen 59 172 
P19 Kyle Keown 60 200 
“Returning starter 
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a West Division 


1. LSU 


National rank” 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Les Miles 
played his cards close to the vest in the 
spring, not saying how much of his 
stamp he'll put on the offense and how 
much control he'll cede to coordinator 
Jimbo Fisher, one of two holdovers from 
Nick Saban‘s staff. That Miles kept most 
of the terminology and system intact 
suggests he sees the wealth of returning 
talent and doesn't want to tinker too 
much with suc- 


Schedule cess. 
SKILL 
Sept. 3 North Texas POSITIONS 
Sept. 10 Arizona State The battle 
Sept. 24 Tennessee between 
Oct. 1 at Mississippi State. JaMarcus 
Oct. 8 at Vanderbilt Russell and 
Oct. 15 Florida Matt Flynn for 
Oct. 22 @ Auburn the quarterback 
Nov.5 Appalachian State job could con- 
Nov.12 «at Alabama tinue into the 
Nov. 19 at Mississippi fall. That's when 
Nov. 26 Arkansas sensation Ryan 
1 Toughest game @ Must win Perrilloux 
A Best chance to be upset arrives. If he 
isn't ready, don't 
2004 Results rule out Flynn 


Oregon State .....W,22:21(0T) as a transition 
Arkansas State starter until 
at Auburn, Perrilloux 
Mississippi matures. Flynn 
at Georgia, has many of the 
at Florida... 

same attributes 
that shaped 
Matt Mauck's 


Mississippi. unlikely rise. 

at Arkansas Russell isn't a 
lowa’... : runner, so 

*Capital One Bow! emerging as the 


starter rests 
upon his ability 
to fine-tune his 
reflexes, show 
command of his fastball and master the 
complexities of defenses. LSU is loaded 
at running back with a rotation that will 
feature Justin Vincent, Joseph Addai, 
Alley Broussard and Shyrone Carey. 
Vincent, best suited for quick cuts, can 


run with power when he's playing with AT) SEC coach Says 1 dostiiacan taminihe county hs as mich en 


confidence. Addai and Broussard are wide receiver and running back-and that includes Souther California. If JaMarcus Russell plays with more 
bruising runners who can shift gears. consistency, the offense will be scary. Those three running backs-Alley Broussard, Joseph Addai and 
Carey is the consummate scat back who dustin Vincent-each have specific roles for that offense. All of those guys wil play in the NFL. ... That 

has puzzled coaches with occasional defense is loaded, and they've got some pretty good guys who haven't even played much yet. Tackles Claude 
disappearing acts. No one is sure how ‘Wroten and Kyle Williams are big, tough kids who are hard to move in the hole. Great gap players. ... End 
often Miles will use a true fullback. Melvin Oliver is playing for NFL money now; watch how big he plays this year. 


Tight ends David Jones and Keith 


Zinger offer an H-back look if Miles 
wants to tap into their versatility. When 
LSU finds a quarterback who can mas- 
ter the offense and locate his second 
and third options, the Tigers will discov- 
er how talented this promising group of 
receivers can be, No one in the confer- 
ence is a bigger threat to turn an end- 
around into six points than the shifty 
Skyler Green, As Craig “Buster” Davis 
grows into a more complete receiver, he 
and Green can give Fisher options. 
Dwayne Bowe also has big-play ability 
but has to catch the ball more consis- 
tently. Xavier Carter and Early Doucet 
could emerge as two of the league's 
premier home run hitters 


OFFENSIVE LINE The biggest news of 
the offseason came when left tackle 
Andrew Whitworth and center Rudy 
Niswanger announced they would 
return for their senior seasons. 
Whitworth and guard Will Arnold return 
to protect the quarterback's blind side, 
and tackle Brian Johnson should join 
Nate Livings on the other side, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Miles hired 
Bo Pelini to run a 4-3 similar to what 
Saban used, Pelini's defense won't be 
as complex, but it should be rooted in a 
like-minded love of confusing blitz 
packages and man-to-man coverages. 


FRONT SEVEN Tackles Kyle Williams 
and Claude Wroten will give LSU a 
strong inside push. Melvin Oliver and 
Kirston Pittman aren't prototypical rush 
, but they're steady players who 
need only to become more consistent 
playmakers in Marcus Spears’ absence. 
One big question: The front four could 
have its hands full early while the new 
cornerbacks master the art of covering. 
Bradie James and Lionel Turner moved 
from weakside to strongside linebacker 
with positive results last season. Now, it 
is Cameron Vaughn's turn to make a 
similar senior-year switch. Vaughn com- 
pleted spring practice with a self-assur- 
ance that bodes well for a unit that will 
feature other changes, as well. 


SECONDARY The unit has been ener- 
gized by new assistant coach Brad 
Peveto, Free safety LaRon Landry heads 
a cast with a knack and taste for hard 
hits and flow to the ball. He and strong 
safety Jessie Daniels will be the glue 
and leadership of the secondary. But 
how good the defense can be will 
depend largely on the ability of the new 
starting cornerbacks. Ronnie Prude, 
Chevis Jackson and Daniel Francis 
have experience, but the impact player 
could be Colorado transfer Sammy 
Joseph, a New Orleans native. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Chris Jackson is back 


after winning the punting job early last 
season, The kicking settled down late 


ends 


last year with Ryan Gaudet handling 
conversions and short-range field goals 
and Jackson booting longer kicks. Look 
for Jackson to show better consistency 
and carve out more of a role. After bat- 
tling an ankle injury most of last season, 
Green hopes to return to 2003 form as 
the nation’s leader in punt return aver- 
age. Carter and Doucet need to develop 
savvy to realize their potential as dan- 
gerous kickoff returners. 


COACHING STAFF The atmosphere has 
changed noticeably in the athletic 
administration building, where every- 
one seems less guarded and more 
relaxed, Fans don't know what to think 
about the changes, including comments 
by players that Miles is more person- 
able and approachable—and that prac- 
tice is more enjoyable, Fans bought into 
Saban's business-like style, and the 
results were hard to argue against. 
Players say they like the change from 
Saban's in-your-face approach and that 
there are fewer blowups, screams and 
rants. Miles, who led Oklahoma State to 
three bowls in a row before packing for 
Baton Rouge, hopes to show even the 
most rabid LSU fan there is more than 
one way to be successful. 


BOTTOM LINE Miles knows he has the 
talent, and he knows LSU fans won't 
give him much of a grace period. This 
team has championship potential, What 
Miles does with it largely will depend 
on the decisions he makes at quarter- 
back and the ways he chooses to dis- 
tribute the ball, —Carl Dubois 


Tigers data 

Stadium: Tiger (grass, 91,600) 

Site: Baton Rouge, La. 

Goach: Les Miles (Ist year; 28-21 overall, 
4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Jimbo Fisher (6th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Bo Pelini (Ist year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2003 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1999 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 4 

2004 record: 9-3 (lost to lowa in Capital One 
Bowl); SEC West: 6-2/2nd 

Website: www.lsusports.net 


Returning leaders 


oe a r 6110 


Joseph Addai wi «68078 
Justin Vincent Ce EE IS TY 


Dwayne Bowe 39 587 15.3. 5 
Joseph Addai 2% 284 4 


rn 5 20 : 7 4B 
LaRon Landry 6 38 92 i 


Jessie Daniels a 33 64 an 
Cameron Vaughn = 2835 63 216 
Kyle Williams a 36 S7 (12/52 
Sacks: Williams, Claude Wroten (6) 

Interceptions: Landry (4) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 5 Skyler Green* 5-10 195 Sr, 
3 Craig Davis 62 195 Jr. 
LT 76 Andrew Whitworth" 6-7 925 Sr, 
77 Peter Dyakowski 6-4 294 Jr. 
16 73 Will Amold* 64 320 So, 
68 Terrell MoGill 6-4 325 Sr, 
C64 Rudy Niswanger* 65 293° Sr 
63 Ryan Miller 6-6 305 Fr 
RG 71 Nate Livings” 65 295 Sr. 
™ Brett Helms 62 2715 Fr, 
RT 75 Brian Johnson* 64 310 Jn 
79° Herman Johnson 67 3 Fr. 
TE 82 David Jones" 64 260 Sr, 
89 Keith Zinger 64 27 dr, 
WR 80 Dwayne Bowe* 63° 213° Jn 
9 Early Doucet 6-0 2139 So. 
08 4 JaMarcus Russell* 65248 So, 
15 Matt Flynn 6-2 230 So. 
RB 22 Alley Broussard* 6-0 233 dr. 
10 Joseph Addai 60 210 Sr. 
FB 44 Kevin Steltz* 59 244 Sr 
18 Jacob Hester 60 225 So. 
K 41 Chris Jackson” SM 165 dr 
KR 23 Xavier Carter* 62 199 So. 


Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt Cl. 
E 49 Kirston Pittman 63 202 Jr 
$1 Charles Alexander 63 205 Fr. 
T 98 Claude Wroten* 63 293 Sr. 
72 Glen Dorsey 62 300 So, 
T 95 Kyle Williams* 6-2 295 Sr, 
97 Brandon Washington 6-4 305 Sr. 
E 90 Melvin Oliver* 63 27h Sr, 
94 Chase Pittman 64 258 Jr. 
WLB 7 AliHighsmith 61 225 So, 
SI Ed. Kuale 62 225 Sr 
MLB 56 Kenneth Hollis* 6-0 235 Sr. 
43° Harry Coleman 63 225 Fr, 
SLB 46 Cameron Vaughn* = 6-4 237 Sr. 
35 Luke Sanders 64 222 So. 
CB 14 Sammy Joseph 579d. 
21 Chevis Jackson 60 185 So, 
SS 31 Jessie Daniels* S41 200 Jr. 
6 Mario Stevenson 62 193 Sr. 
FS 30 LaRon Landry* 62 187 Jr. 
26 Nick Child 6-0 165 So, 
CB 8 Ronnie Prude SH 182 Sr. 
37 Daniel Francis S181 Jr. 
P41 Chris Jackson” St 165 Jr. 
PR 5 — Skyler Green™ 510 195 Sr. 


SEC 


2 _ Auburn 


ee National rank @0y 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Tommy 
Tuberville once was known as a : McNeill’s return 
“Riverboat Gambler." That style was , gives Auburn the 
dialed back last season because with best left tackle in 
that much talent, Tuberville didn't need the country. 
to make things happen. Things “hap- 
pened" regularly enough, thanks to the 
West Coast offense—a scheme that 
maximizes Auburn's ability to run and 
throw with equal success—installed 
before last sea- 


Schedule son by new 
coordinator Al 
Sept.3__ Georgia Tech Borges. 

Sept. 10 Mississippi State SKILL 

Sept. 17 Ball State POSITIONS 


Sept. 24 Westen Kentucky Jason Campbell 


Oct.1 South Ga went from 
Oct. 15 a at Arka Barney Fife, jit- 
Oct.22 mat LSU tery and mis- 


take-prone, to 
the Terminator. 
No one expects 
the same instant 


Nov. 5 


@ Toughest game @ Must win evolution for 

A Best chance to be upset Brandon Cox. 
He's more the 

2004 Results prototypical 

Louisiana-Monroe . dropback passer 

at Mississippi State. than the versas 

LSU... 


tile Campbell. 
What fans are 
hoping is that it 
is Borges’ sys- 
tem that makes 


The Citadel 
at Tennessee. . 
Louisiana Tech 
Arkansas 


Kentucky 
at Mississippi. the quarterback 
Georgia look good, 

at Alabams rather than vice 


Tennessee* ... versa. Carnell 
Virginia Tech** . . “Cadillac” 
*SEC championship game Williams and 
“Sugar Bow! Ronnie “The 
Hummer” 


Brown are gone, 
having combined for 2,078 rushing 
yards and 20 touchdowns in 2004. In 
their place will be Tre Smith and Kenny 
Irons, a transfer from South Carolina. 
Smith, more of a tough-yardage runner, 
missed much of last year with a shoul- 
der injury. Irons has the big-play pizazz An SEC coach SAYS | love those detensive ends, Stanley McClover and 


JAY DROWNS /TSN 


of Williams. Keep an eye on Carl Quentin Groves. They're a bit undersized, but they're quick and aggressive and can get pressure, Linebackers 
Stewart. Jake Slaughter, the fullback, Antarrious Williams and Travis Williams are barely 205 pounds, but they hit like 236. ... Who knows 
primarily is a blocker. Three big reasons about Brandon Cox at quarterback? There's going to be an adjustment; playing against backups in practice 
Cox will emerge as a quality quarter- and playing on the road at Baton Rouge and Athens are completely different. ... Marcus McNeill and Troy 
back: receivers Courtney Taylor, Ben Reddick form the league's best tackle combination. ... Courtney Taylor kind of flew under the radar last year. 
Obomanu and Devin Aromashodu. Each He's a terrific receiver and will be on everyone's All-American list if Cox becomes an efficient passer. 


has size and athleticism. Another major 


98 


factor is Anthony Mix, a clutch third- 
down performer. The promising James 
Swinton and Lee Guess also factor in. 
Tight end Cooper Wallace will be more 
involved. 


OFFENSIVE LINE It was a coup when 
massive left tackle Marcus McNeill 
opted to return. He's one of the best 
three linemen in the conference. Two 
starters are gone, but there's plenty of 
depth. Alongside McNeill on the left 
side is Ben Grubbs, who has shown 
constant improvement. On the other 
side are tackle Troy Reddick and guard 
Tim Duckworth. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Tuberville 
is forever loyal to the 4-3 scheme that 
will be under the direction of David 
Gibbs, who replaces Gene Chizik as 
coordinator. Look for Gibbs, a defensive 
backs coach last year for the Denver 
Broncos, to integrate more blitz pack- 
ages into the secondary. 


FRONT SEVEN Three of four line 
starters are gone, but shed no tears. 
This year's bunch received significant 
playing time last season, and several— 
most notably kamikaze end Stanley 
McClover—were impact players. Trying 
to block noseguard Tommy Jackson is 
like trying to move a small tank. 
Marquies Gunn is the strongside end 
opposite McClover. Occasionally, 
McClover and backup Quentin Groves 
might move to tackle or be used at the 
same time, enabling Auburn to pressure 
with fast linemen and blitzing lineback- 
ers. Somebody needs to provide leader- 
ship. The linebackers are the team’s 
strongest unit, thanks to the return of 
all-conference middle man Travis 
Williams and outside dynamos Kevin 
Sears and Antarrious Williams. There 
are concerns: Antarrious Williams had 
offseason elbow surgery; Sears was lim- 
ited in the spring by a broken thumb, 
and Travis Williams was limited by a 
sprained ankle. The linebackers played 
the “no respect” card to the limit last 
season, inspired by charges they were 
undersized. That routine won't play 
again. Travis Williams is the unit's 
leader—a cerebral player who took over 
film sessions when new coordinator 
Gibbs arrived and explained some of 
the techniques to him. 


SECONDARY The most critical defen- 
sive losses were here. Carlos Rogers 
won the Jim Thorpe Award as the 
nation's top defensive back last season, 
and safety Junior Rosegreen was the 
unit's catalyst. Will Herring returns at 
free safety. Tony Bell will start at strong 
safety. Montavis Pitts will reclaim his 
starting job at one corner, and David 
Irons will step in for Rogers on the other 
side. Aside from Pitts and Kevin Hobbs, 


the comers are young and inexperi- 
enced. Pitts can be a little stiff in cover- 
age. He's more comfortable in bump- 
and-run than zone because he can jam 
receivers at the line of scrimmage. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Kody Bliss’ dis- 
tance is impressive but not as much as 
his accuracy. Kicker John Vaughn has 
proved effective. The return role figures 
to fall to Aromashodu, with Brad Lester 
possibly joining him on kickoff returns. 


COACHING STAFF Tuberville's style? 
How about relaxed, laid-back and 
unpretentious? That carries over into 
recruiting, treatment of players, deal- 
ings with the media and fans and even 
the approach to each game. And don't 
forget that Tuberville survived a palace 
coup—some trustees and a now- 
deposed school president hopped on a 
plane owned by a booster and tried to 
hire Louisville coach Bobby Petrino late 
in 2003—while demonstrating class and 
undeserved forgiveness. 


BOTTOM LINE It's pretty simple, really: 
Cox spreads his throws to all of his top- 
flight receivers. Smith and Kenny Irons 
take advantage of defenses that don't 
know where the next blow is coming 
from and run for big yardage. 
Defensively, Auburn had so much prepa- 
ration time leading up to the Sugar Bowl 
last season that it was like an extra 
spring practice—a chance to season 
young players. The Tigers will get prac- 
tice time this December, too, leading up 
to another major bowl. —Mark McCarter 


Tigers data 

‘Stadium: Jordan-Hare (grass, 87,451) 

Site: Auburn, Ala. 

Coach: Tommy Tuberville (51-24, 6 years; 
76-44 overall, 10 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Al Borges (2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: David Gibbs (1st year) 

Offensive scheme: West Coast 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1999 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 19 

2004 record: 13-0 (beat Virginia Tech in Sugar 
Bowl); SEC West: 8-0/1st 

Website: www.auburntigers.com 


Returning leaders 
Att, 


30k AT 
3 56187 

Passing Att. Comp, Pct. Yds. 1D 

Brandon Cox 34224 ST 

Re 

Courtney Taylor 3 Tl 

Ben Obomanu Py 144 

Devin Aromashodu mM 513 2d 

Cooper Wallace 18 © 302158 

Anthony Mix 1 204155 

Kicking XPM _XPA FGM FGA __ Pts 

John Vaughn 1 8212 

Travis Willams 58 80 (8/22 

Will Herring 4 51 a) 

Tommy Jackson 28 5 1138 

Montavis Pitts 41 46 ai 

Antarrious Wiliams 35 (9/39 


‘Sacks: Quentin Groves, Stanley McClover (7.5) 
Interceptions: Herring (3) 


Pos. No. Name Ht wt CL. 
WR 86 Courtney Taylor 62 204 sr. 
3 Anthony Mix 65 28 Sr. 
T 73. Marcus McNeill" 69 337 Sr. 
77 King Dunlap 68 292 So. 
LG 69._Ben Grubbs™ 63 302 Jr 
78 Jonathan Palmer 65 319 Jr. 
© 74 Steven Ross 66 292 Sr. 
50 Joe Cope 60 276 sr. 
RG 76 Tim Duckworth 63 326 Jr 
Ti Jarrod Britt 64 295 So 
RT 66 Troy Reddick” 65 335 Sr. 
70 Antwoin Daniels 66 298 Fr 
TE 8 Cooper Wallace™ 64 265 Sr. 
87 Cole Bennett 65 255 Jr 
WR 1 Devin Aromashodu* 6-2 -202 Sr. 
2 Ben Obomanu 61 198 Sr. 
QB 12 Brandon Cox 62 22 So 
‘Tt Calvin Booker 64 238 Fr. 
RB 22 ‘Tre Smith 510 199 Jr. 
32 Carl Stewart 61 207 So. 
FB 44 Jake Slaughter” 62 21 Sr 
47 Andrew Turman 60 28 So 
K 37 John Vaughn* 61 21 de. 
KR 1 Devin Aromashodu* 6-2 202 Sr. 
*Retuming starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt CL. 
E 48 Marquies Gunn 64 238 Jr. 
82 Christopher Browder 6-4 247 dr. 
T — 96 Wayne Dickens 61 303 Sr. 
S1 Neil Brown 6-2 264 So. 
T 58 Tommy Jackson* 61 305 Sr. 
87 Josh Thompson 60 301 So. 
E 75 Stanley McClover 63 207 So. 
54 Quentin Groves 63 245 So, 
WLB 31 Antarrious Wiliams* 5-11 208 Sr, 
59 Merrill Johnson 61 201 Fr. 
MLB 51 Travis Williams* 61 207 Sr. 
52 Kevis Burnam 62 202 dr 
SLB 40 Kevin Sears* 64 287 Jr. 
21 Karibi Dede 60 216 dr. 
CB 19 Montavis Pitts* 63 206 dr. 
38 Zach Gilbert 510 190 So. 
SS 3 Tony Bell 62 218 So. 
14 Lorenzo Ferguson Bi 205 Fr 
FS 35 Will Herring” 64 215 ur. 
33 Eric Brock 61 212 So, 
CB 4 David trons 641 188 Sr, 
49° Kevin Hobbs 60 192 Sr, 
P —-30_Kody Biiss* St oT Jr. 
PR 1 Devin Aromashodu* 6-2 202 Sr. 


Croyle 


Crimson Tide data 

Stadium: Bryant-Denny (grass, 
83,818) 

Site: Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Coach: Mike Shula (10-15, 2 years) 

Offensive coordinator; 
Dave Rader (3rd year, 6th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: Joe Kines 
(Grd year, 5th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1999 

Last time didn't go to bowl; 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 34 

2004 record: 6-6 (lost to 
Minnesota in Music City Bowl); 
SEC West: 3-5/T3rd 

Website: www.rolltide.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 

Sept. 3 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 10 Southern Miss 
Sept. 17 at South Carolina 
Sept. 24 @ Arkansas 

Oct. 1 A Florida 

Oct. 15 at Mississippi 
Oct. 22 Tennessee 

Oct. 29 Utah State 
Nov.5 at Mississippi State 
Nov. 12 LSU 

Nov. 19 ‘Mat Auburn 


Bi Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Utah State 
Mississippi 
Western Carolina, 
at Arkansas 
South Carolina . 
at Kentucky . 
Southern Miss . 
at Tennessee 


Minnesota* 
*Music City Bowl 


100 


3. Alabama 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Siill in rebuilding mode, the 
coaching staff plays the conservative Tide football of the 1960s and 
"70s, Fourth-and-2 is an automatic punt; third-and-16 is a running play. 
‘An Alabama game without a shovel pass is a Happy Meal without fries. 
OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Ouarterback Brodie Croyle has 
been hampered by injuries. His health will be a key in 2008, Croyle's 


leadership and savy are his strengths more than speed or arm strength. 


Running back Kenneth Darby is strong enough to get the tough inside 
yard or two when needed, Aaron Johns is the most experienced man 
behind Darby, and Rashad Johnson is an option. Four freshmen will get 
looks. At fullback, Tim Castille returns, and Le'Ron McClain is a threat 
as a runner, receiver and blocker, The receiving unit, a huge question in 
recent years, is good enough to turn the Tide into a pass-happy offense. 
Tyrone Prothro, Matt Caddell, Keith Brown and DJ. Hall return for a 
team that was loathe to pass without Croyle, Prothro is the game-break- 
er, Look for Shula to tinker with a lot of three-wide receiver formations. 
Tight end has turned into this year’s question mark. Blocking, more than 
receiving, will be the priority I's a young line, with no experienced 
depth, The starters will have to mature quickly to give Croyle time to 
throw-and to open holes for Darby. This line cannot afford to make silly 
mistakes and put the offense into long-yardage situations, Only two. 
starters return, 80 this group bears watching. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Joe Kines doesn't 
mind turning his front seven loose in blitzes in order to force the issue 
and get pressure because the Tide has a talented secondary that can 
cover. Improved depth also will allow Kines to stay aggressive. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL End Wallace Gilberry should be 
even more ferocious as a starter. Opponents cannot afford to double~ 
team Gilberry because ofthe pressure on the other side from Mark 
Anderson, or up the middle from tackles Rudy Griffin and Jeremy Clark. 
There seems to be depth, Alabama will miss Comelus Wortham, but 
three terifc linebackers retum, Freddie Roach will move to Wortham's 
middle spot. Juwan Simpson (formerly Juwan Garth) will play at the 
weakside spot. DeMeco Ryans, the strongside linebacker, was 
Alabama's second-leading tackler. There's experience behind them. 
Roach and Ryans are physical enough to stop the run and fast enough 
to get into coverage. The secondary is Alabama's strength. Comers 
Ramzee Robinson and Anthony Madison are exceptional cover men. 
Ballhawk Charlie Peprah holds down the strong safety spot, and Roman 
Harper returns at free safety, None of the starters can afford to get lazy 
because there is good depth behind them. 


SPECIAL TEAMS For a conservative program that relies heavily 
on defense and plays in a league that produces so many close games, 
Alabama would feel more comfortable with experienced kickers. But the 
Tide doesn't have that luxury, Jeremy Schatz will get first shot at the 
kicking jobs. Brandon Brooks wil fight to regain the job he lost late last 
season because of fumble problems. Prothro also will return kicks. 


COACHING STAFF Shula wisely surrounded himself with experi- 
enced mentors when he accepted the job at age 37. Coordinator Joe 
Kines is a former SEC head coach; so, too, is running backs coach 
Sparky Woods. Offensive coordinator Dave Rader, the former Tulsa 
coach, was Shula's position coach at Alabama in the 1980s, They have 
provided a good support system and wealth of experience. 
BOTTOM LINE A strong defense should get the Tide at least 
seven wins and make them a factor in the SEC. Alabama finally has 
picked up the pieces and is beginning to polish a reputation that grew 
horribly tarnished. Shula should add to his bow! souvenir collection this 
December. Mark McCarter 


National rank (4: 


Pos, 


WR 


Pos, 


cB 


P 


OFFENSE 


. Name 


Matt Caddell 
Ezekial Knight 
Chris Capps 
Cody Davis 
Antoine Caldwell 
Justin Moon 
JB. Closner* 
Taylor Britt 

Bud. Stabler 
Mark Sanders 
Kyle Tatum 
Drew Davis 
Trent Davidson 
Nick Walker 
DJ, Hall* 
Tyrone Prothro 
Brodie Croyle 
John Parker Wilson 
Kenneth Darby* 
Rashad Johnson 
Tim Castile” 
LeRon MoCiain*® 
Jamie Christensen 


DEFENSE 


Wallace Gilberry 
Keith Saunders 
Jeremy Clark* 
Curtis Dawson 
Rudy Griffin” 
JP. Adams 
Mark Anderson* 
Chis Harris 
Juwan Simpson 
Marcel Stamps 
Freddie Roach* 
Matt Colins 
DeMeco Ryans” 
Terrence Jones 
‘Anthony Madison* 
Erie Gray 
Charlie Peprah* 
Marcus Carter 
Roman Harper* 
Joffrey Dukes 
Ramzee Robinson* 
Simeon Castille 
Jeremy Schatz 


Returning starter 


Ht. 
6-2 
63 
63 
cal 
60 
6-3 
65 
65 
6-2 
6-3 
62 
64 
62 
6-0 
59 
5-1 
Sq 
61 
641 
63 
5-10 
cal 
57 


wt. 
181 
210 
293 
282 
281 
296 
290 
218 
292 
328 
298 
300 
270 
238 
183 
116 
205 
215 
205 
163 
231 
258 
v0 


wt. 
251 
202 
296 
216 
286 
267 
253 
251 
220 
190 
239 
236 
232 
216 
180 
186 
193 
190 
17 
190 
192 
187 
151 


Razorbacks data 
Stadiums: Razorback (grass, 
72,000) and War Memorial 
(artificial, 53,727) 
Sites: Fayetteville, Ark., and Little 
Rock, Ark. 
Coach: Houston Nutt (53-33, 
T years; 88-56 overall, 12 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Houston Nutt (8th year) 
Defensive coordinator: Reggie 
Herring (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 


Last league title won: 1989 
(Southwest Conference) 

Last bowl appearance: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 40 

2004 record: 5-6; SEC West: 
3-5/T3rd 

Website: www.houstonnutt.com 


Oct. 8 Louisiana-Monroe* 
Oct.15 A Auburn 
Oct. 22 _at Georgia 


© South Carolina 


at LSU 

at Little Rock 
‘Hi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 
2004 Results 
New Mexico State...... W, 63-13 
Texas 1, 22-20 
Louisiana-Monroe W, 49-20 
Alabama. W, 27-10 


at Florida. 1, 45:30 


at South Carolina 
Mississipp 
at Mississippi State. 


LSU ob, 43-14 


‘ALBERT DICKSON /TSN 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Arkansas will continue to use the 
Hormation with Houston Nut calling plays. The Razorbacks, with their 
experienced line, will run first to set up the play-action pass. Gone will 
be misdirection out of the shotgun that took advantage of quarterback 
Matt Jones’ running abiity. Everything will be more conservative, as Nutt 
looks for more production out of his base offense. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Robert Johnson has 
@ strong arm and runs well, but he must show he has what it takes to 
lead. Cole Barthel, who has been playing baseball in the Braves organi- 
zation, enrolled in January and will compete. Nutt will rotate his backs, 
but De'Arrius Howard figures to get first cal. Peyton Hillis is a tough 
runner and good receiver who loves to hit. Freshman Darren McFadden 
offers breakaway speed, Receiver Marcus Monk knows how to use his 
body to shield defenders and pull in passes with his big, soft hands. 
Arkansas will need production from Cedric Washington and Chris 
Baker, speed guys who can streich a defense. Tight end Jared Hicks is 
‘a good receiver and solid blocker. A variety of injuries forced Arkansas 
to use four starting combinations on the line last season, but the long- 
term benefits are depth and a unit full of seasoned blockers. Six linemen 
return who started at least one game, with only one starter lost. Robert 
Felton might be the most talented of the linemen, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator Reggie Herring 
is installing a 4-3 in which the Razorbacks will show press coverage on 
every play. Herring calls it “controlled aggression” but guarantees a fun- 
damentally sound system. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tackle Marcus Harrison should be 
a good run plugger with enough quickness to get a good pass rush up 
the middle, Fred Bledsoe projects as a future star, In an effort to get 
more speed on the outside, Herring is moving Desmond Sims and Zach 
Snider from linebacker to end. Herring quickly noted a lack of speed and 
playmaking abilty n this unit and made several moves to shake up 
things. Pierre Brown will move from the outside to the middle and be 
asked to provide leadership. To get more speed at the outside spots, 
Herring is maving Desmond Willams and D'Nerian Wrighter from safety 
to linebacker. Alhough they upgrade athleticism, they must prove they 
are physical, Seven different players started at least one game and all 
return, so at least there's experience. The comers also figure to get 
more help from the safeties in Herring's scheme. Corner Darius Vinnett 
is physical and a good tackler. Chris Houston is projected as a coming 
attraction. Strong safety Vickiel Vaughn is physical in run support and 
does a good jab of breaking on the ball. Free safety Randy Kelly is a 
hard hitter who plays with an attitude, 


SPECIAL TEAMS kicker Chris Balseio has a strong leg and has 
delivered crucial kicks, but he has to be more consistent. Punter Jeremy 
Davis has a good leg and gets decent hang time. With the loss of star 
return man DeCori Birmingham, someone will have to step up. Receiver 
Cedric Washington has limited experience returning kickoffs but needs 
to make better decisions. 


COACHING STAFF Nutt is considered a players coach, but he 
can get tough when necessary, He has a sound plan, thanks in large part 
to playing and coaching stints under Frank Broyles, Lou Holtz, Jimmy 
Johnson and Pat Jones. Nutt is appreciated around the SEC for his abil 
ty to do more with less. His Razorbacks almost always beat the teams 
they're supposed to, and he's 11-16 against nationally ranked teams. 
BOTTOM LINE The players should be hungry after missing out on 
a bow! last year. The schedule will be challenging, but not as tough as 
last season's, which was rated the eighth-toughest nationally. The 
Razorbacks are capable of 6:5 or 7-4, if they avoid injuries. ~Bob Holt 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 10 Cedric Washington 
83. Anthony Brawn 
LT 66 Tony Ugoh* 
78 Matt Gitbow 
LG 74 Stephen Parker* 
60 Chase Pressley 
£70 Kyle Roper* 
54 Skye Peterson 
RG 61 Robert Felton” 
63 Jonathan Luigs 
RT 69. Zac Tubbs* 
75 Nate Gamer 
TE 86 Jared Hicks* 
80 Mason Templeton 
WR 85 Marcus Monk* 
28 Chis Baker 
QB 18 Robert Johnson 
7 Alex Mortensen 
RB 26 De'Arrius Howard 
22 Peyton Hills 
FB 47 Brandon Kennedy* 
22 Peyton Hillis 
K 5 Chris Batseiro* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 82 Jamaal Anderson 
36 Zach Snider 
T 55 Marcus Harrison* 
42 Fred Bledsoe 
T 97 Jeremy Harrell” 
99 Keith Jackson 
E 23 Desmond Sims 
90 Michae! Tate 
WLB 48 DNerian Wrighter 
46 Clarke Moore 
MLB 27 Piere Brown* 
24 Sam Olajubutu* 
SLB 34 Desmond Williams 
30 Weston Dacus 
CB 4 Darius Vinnett* 
8 Michael Grant 
SS 31 Vickiel Vaughn* 
43 Dallas Washington 
FS 6 — Randy Kelly* 
21 Lerinezo Robinson 
CB 2 Chris Houston 
19 Michael Coe* 
P 40 Jeremy Davis* 


*Returning starter 


303 


302 


22 


101 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Rebels data 

Stadium: Vaught-Hemingway 
(artificial, 60,580) 

Site: Oxford, Miss. 

Coach: Ed Orgeron (ist year) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Noel Mazzone (1st year, 

5th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Ed Orgeron (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won: 1963 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 53 
2004 record: 4-7; 

SEC West; 3-5/Tard 
Website: www.olemisssports.com 


Schedule 


Sept. 24 Wyoming 
Oct.1 mat Tennessee 
8 Citadel 
Oct. 15 Alabama 

Oct. 22 Kentucky 


Auburn 


Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


at Wyoming. 
‘Arkansas State 
at South Carolina 
Tennessee 
‘Auburn, 
at Arkansas. 
at LSU... 
Mississippi State . 


102 


0. Mississippi 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Noel Mazzone, N.C. State's 
coordinator last season, will handle the attack, Mazzone, in his second 

stop at Mississippi, will install a West Coast-style offense that empha- 

sizes short passes and spreading the field to create running lanes for a 
mobile quarterback. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Micheal Spurlock fits the need 
for a mobile quarterback. He has a strong arm and is a good, savwy 
runner. When he failed to move the offense on a consistent basis, for 
mer coach David Cutclfe turned to Ethan Flatt and Robert Lane. New 
coach Ed Orgeron says he will not play musical quarterbacks. Running 
back should be a strength with a rotation that includes Jamal Pittman, 
Vashon Pearson and Alan Abrams, The key could be Pittman, who 
might be primed for a breakout. The Rebels have experience at receiver 
with Mike Espy, Taye Biddle and Mario Hill. Espy and Biddle have the 
speed to stretch defenses but drop too many passes. Hil, a posses- 
sion receiver, isn't a deep threat. Tight end Lawrence Lily has excellent 
hands and should excel in the new offense. The new staff will have to 
do a major rebuilding job on aline that lost starting guards Doug 
Buckles and Marcus Johnson and center Chris Spencer. The line will 
have two rather sizeable anchors-tackles Tre' Stallings and Bobby 
Harris. The big question is at guard. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The key for making the 4-3 work 
is quality linebackers, and Orgeron might have to gamble more with 
bitzes to compensate for what figures to be an average line, At USC, 
Orgeron worked under Pete Carrall,an NFL coordinator, s0 look for 
COrgeron's defense to have a pro flavor with more varied coverages. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tackles McKinley Boykin and 
Michael Bozeman provide a strong presence in the middle, End Jayme 
Mitchell has a nice combination of size and strength. But the other end 
spot is unsettled, The Rebels should be strong at linebacker as long as 
the fronttliners don't get hurt. Kelvin Robinson, a starter at strong safety 
in last year's 4-2-5 scheme, has moved to weakside linebacker. He's a 
big hitter with speed and instincts, Garry Pack figures to start on the 
strong side, where he brings range in run support and coverage. Middle 
man Patrick Wills has a nose for the ball and figures to make plays. 
Comerback Travis Johnson has been no more than average. Fellow cor- 
ner Trumaine McBride lacks size but is athletic enough to make plays. 
With the change in scheme, Charles Clark has moved from “whip” to 
free safety. Jamarca Sanford has switched from comerback to claim the 
strong safety position. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The kicking game took a major hit with the loss 
of key players at both spots-all-time Ole Miss scoring leader Jonathan 
Nichols and punter Cody Ridgeway. Punter Will Moseley looks good; he 
also did some kicking. Hunter Bray, who backed up Nichols last year, 
will challenge for the kicking and punting jobs in the fal. That's also 
when freshman Justin Sparks joins the competition. Espy has experience 
returning kickoffs and punts. 


COACHING STAFF Cutciife's bland personality probably had as 
much to do with his firing as the Rebels’ 4-7 record. The fiery Orgeron is 
the emotional opposite, a hard-driving motivator who seems capable of 
doing what Cutcliffe could not-inspiring the Ole Miss fan base. Orgeron 
also is a top-notch recruiter. And he was so zealous in pursuit of the Ole 
Miss job that he presented athletics director Pete Boone with a 10-page 
plan outlining the program's future, 

BOTTOM LINE With a manageable schedule, it's not inconceiv- 
able the Rebels could win six or seven games and make a bowl. 


Everything could hinge on Orgeron’s success in finding a relable quar- 
terback. -Bob Holt 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 87 Mario Hill 
89 Carlos Suggs 
IT 75 Bobby Harris* 
78 David Traxler 
16 50 Dany Haris 
73 Andrew Wicker 
G 65 Tony Bonds 
51 Ben Boyce 
RG 63 Ryan Jones, 
60 Thomas Eokers 
RT 70 Tee Stallings 
TT Marcus Cohen 
TE 88 Lawrence Lily 
83 Jimmy Brooks 
WR fl Mike Espy 
7 Taye Biddle 
0B 16 ‘Micheal Spurlock 
15 Robert Lane 
RB 24 Vashon Pearson™ 
21 Jamal Pittman 
FB 48 Jason Cook 
45 Anthony Hobgood 
K 41 Hunter Bray 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 77 Jayme Mitchell* 


90 Brandon Jenkins 
McKinley Boykin 
92. Dedrick Clark 
Michael Bozeman” 
54 Jeremy Garrett 
Chris Bowers: 

56 Viciente DeLoach 


WLB 39 Kelvin Robinson* 
51 Brandon Thomas 
MLB 49° Patriok Willis 
1 Marquis MeBeath 
SLB 26 Garry Pack 
46 Dontae Reed 
CB 9 Travis Johnson™ 
28 Nate Banks 
SS 13. Jamarca Sanford 
4 Bryan Brown. 
FS 20 Charles Clark* 


22 Kareem Moore 


CB 3 Trumaine McBride* 

12 Dustin Mouzon 
P41 Hunter Bray 
*Returning starter 
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Bulldogs data 
Stadium: Davis Wade Stadium at 
Scott Field (grass, 55,082) 
Site: Starkville, Miss. 
Coach: Sylvester Croom (3-8, 
1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Woody McCorvey (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Ellis Johnson (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
pro style 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1941 
Last howl appearance: 2000 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 82 
2004 record: 3-8; 
SEC West: 2-6/6th 
Website: www.mstateathletics.com 


Schedule 
Sept. 3__ Murray State 
Sept. 10 at Auburn 


Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 — 
“at Little Rock 
‘@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset. 


2004 Results 


Arkansas . 
at Mississippi 


6. Mississippi State 


aja 
Do 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Sylvester Croom is teaching the 
West Coast system he learned as a Packers assistant. He can't be as 
varied as he was with Green Bay, but the Bulldogs' version is making 
progress, and the offense should run smoother, Croom and coordinator 
Woody McCorvey might be tempted to expand the playbook with nine 
starters retuming, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Omarr Conner has a 
strong am and moves well. He should be more comfortable making 
reads in the complex offense and better able to give the coaches choic: 
es on calls from an expanded playbook. Jerious Norwood runs hard and 
has a quick frst step but needs to do a better job of seeing the field so 
he doesn't got ahead of his blocking, Fullback Bryson Davis blocks lke 
a quard and catches the ball wel, The receivers might be the weakest 
Unit on the team, Will Prosser is a good possession receiver, Tee Milons 
has speed and has improved his routes, Neither is the kind of big-play 
uy this offense needs, Atleast two of four incoming freshman receivers 
figure to break into the rotation, Tight end Eric Butler gives the Bulldogs 
1 dangerous threat over the middle, There's work to do on the line, 
especially after lft tackle Richard Burch was booted after his arrest on 
a drug charge. Center Chris MeNell provides an anchor. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Ellis Johnson will 
attack out ofthe base 4-3, The Bulldogs will use five-man fronts at 
times; they also wil bring pressure and try to rattle quarterbacks with 
blitzes out of zone and man coverages. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL End Willie Evans has speed off 
the edge and is strong enough to play tough against the run. Fellow end 
Titus Brown is a physical, intense competitor who plays hard. Tackle 
Andrew Powel is a space-eater who will play well against the run, 
Delluan Robinson is moving from end and will have to adjust, Linebacker 
is the team’s most talented unit. The headliner is speedy midle line- 
backer Quinton Culberson, who will be free to roam. He's a big hitter 
who has a knack for forcing turnovers, He'll be flanked by Gabe O'Neal, 
ho brings size, speed and strength to the strong side, and Anthony 
Litlejohn, a projected star who offers speed and athleticism on the 
weak side. It hurts that free safety Darren Willams was dismissed for an 
unspecified violation of team rules. Mario Bobo has moved from corner- 
back to replace him, but he's undersized and will have to get physical 
Jeramie Johnson, a good tackler, is solid at strong safety. True freshman 
Derek Pegues is being projected as a starting comerback inthe fall, but 
the spring ended with Kevin Dockery and David Heard topping the 
depth chart. Both are experienced and adequate in coverage, but nei 
ther isa lockdown-type corner. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Keith Andrews retuins to handle kicking duties. 
He needs more chances to prove himself, Brooks Crabtree looks to win 
the punting job after getting a few tres last year. Lowe isa shifty return 
man with speed who ran back a punt for a score vs, Florida last year 


COACHING STAFF Simply having a season under their belts is 
going to help everyone in the program. The coaches are familiar wit the 
players, the players know the systems on offense and defense and 
‘everyone understands where the program is headed and what's expect- 
ed of them, both on and off the field 


BOTTOM LINE Under Croom, 15 players have quit, transferred or 
been dismissed as he continues to remake the roster and instill a sense 
of discipline that was lacking under Jackie Sherrill. But the pragram still 
has a long way to go. Mississippi State might be good enough to win 
five games with help from a soft nonconference schedule. In fact, get- 
ting six wins and going to a bow! isn't out of the question, but it isn't a 
reasonable expectation, either, -Bob Holt 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 83 Tee Milons* 
Nl Joey Sanders 
LT 68 John Wadley 
67 Roland Terry 
LG = 55 Brian Anderson* 
76 — Royoe Blackledge 
© 50 Chris McNell* 
78 Dio Herrera 
RG 63 Anthony Strauder 
76 Royce Blackledge 
71 James Redmond 
66 James Cochran 
88 Eric Butler* 
86 Blake Pettit 
WR 81 Will Prosser* 
4 Keon Humphries 
Q8 14 Omarr Conners 
7 Michael Henig 
RB 12 Jerious Norwood* 
27 Brandon Thornton 
FB 41 Bryson Davis* 
48 Dezmond Sherrod 
K 46 Keith Andrews* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 36 Willie Evans* 
87 Rob Walker 
T 84 Andrew Powell* 
97 Corey Clark 
T 98 Deljuan Robinson 
81 Avery Hannibal 
3 54 Titus Brown* 
58 Michael Heard* 
WLB 56 Anthony Littlejohn 
39 Fred Akines 
MLB 2 — Quinton Culberson* 
44 Brad Horton 
SLB 5 Gabe O'Neal* 
29 Clarence McDougal 
CB 30 Kevin Dockery* 
13 Jamaal Johnson 
S$ 34 Jeramie Johnson 
28 Jonathan Hill 
FS 6 Mario Bobo 
45. De’Mon Glanton 
cB Derek Pegues 
23° David Heard* 
P 38 Brooks Crabtree 
*Retuming starter 


6-0 


Wt. 
165 
205 
336 


183 
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some Pac-19 


Conference rank @) By Bos C1ark, EUGENE (ORI 


Trojans have too much talent to fall back to the competition 


P::: is over in the Pac-10. Southern California rules 


ReGisTER-GUARD 


‘supreme. 

Alter nine years in which nine of the Pac-10's 
teams won or shared the conference title at least once, USC 
has become a dominating force. The rise to power began in 
2002, and three Pac-10 championships and two national 
titles later, USC easily is the class of the conference and still 
the team to beat nationally. 

USC returns the Heisman Trophy winner in quarterback 
Matt Leinart. Also returning is the team’s most valuable play- 
er, do-everything Reggie Bush, who shared Pac-10 offensive 
player of the year honors with Leinart. Of the 11 first-team 
all-league players back to play for their teams in the 2005 
season, three are from USC, along with four second-team 
Trojans and five honorable mention selections. Four Trojans 
were named to freshman All-American teams last fall, and 
there is another outstanding recruiting class on the way. 

Oh, and the Trojans also get back fullback Brandon 
Hancock and outstanding offensive tackle Winston Justice. 
Hancock sat out 2004 after knee and chest surgery, and 
Justice had been suspended from the team. 

After two consecutive national titles, the Trojans could be 
even better in 2005, and there's no team in the Pac-10 up to 
the task of contending with that. 

How dominant has USC been in its current three-year run? 
The Trojans have gone 22-2 in Pac-10 games, and both 
defeats were by three points in overtime on the road—to 
Washington State in 2002 and California in 2003. In an 
unbeaten 2004 season, the Trojans outscored Pac-10 oppo- 
nents 285-117, or an average score of 36-15 in those eight 
games. 

The only team that was a threat to USC the past two sea- 
sons is California, which posted the triple-overtime upset of 
the Trojans in '03 and lost by six points last year when a 
final drive ended less than a first down from the end zone. 
Cal must find a new quarterback and replace a host of out- 
standing defenders, only one indication that the gap from 
USC to second place is growing. 

The Pac-10 has seen dominance like this before, but not 
recently, and not after scholarship limits helped spread out 
the talent. There are no indications this USC era is coming to 
an end any time soon. 

ASCENDING 

Stanford, Arizona, Washington The tail-enders combined 
for a 4-20 league record last fall—and two of those wins 
were Arizona and Stanford beating the winless Huskies. 


Foy eaded in the rl right, o~ 
‘direction, even. ied O 


WASHINGTON MEDIA RELATIONS. 


Stanford and Washington have new coaches, and Arizona is ‘Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall teams Coaches 
in its second season since a coaching change. These coaches Tex pemeetions pts) nde of [es 
should rejuvenate all three programs, and all three should a 
be on a more competitive footing with the rest of the league. CR a aa Se a? Caer 
DESCENDING : g_4 _g___§ 1g _a__2__6_ 
Oregon State The Beavers have to replace record-setting 2.0682 — SSeS Se 
quarterback Derek Anderson, find a running game, straighten ot eer + : — - 

r : WashingtonStae 6 4 6 5 (ie ae 4 2 
out off-field problems for three-fourths of their starting defen- Ee ee eT =a 
sive line and rebuild a secondary with only one starter return- “b. Arzona SES p Soa eno a 9 7 
ing, And their schedule is tough, even without USC on it. 49 sinjog a a aE DESO aoe aT 
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MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 

Sabby Piscitelli, Oregon State The 
strong safety had five of the 19 inter- 
ceptions that put OSU in a tie for fourth 
in the nation in that category last sea- 
son, Two of Piscitelli’s interceptions set 
up touchdowns. He also is a standout on 
special teams and will be the key to 
OSU rebuilding its secondary. 


PLAYER ON THE SPOT 

Joseph Ayoob, QB, California Like 
Aaron Rodgers, his predecessor, Ayoob 
is a junior college transfer, Unlike 
Rodgers, Ayoob arrived in time for 
spring practice to begin learning the 
Bears’ intricate offense. Ayoob is an 
accomplished passer who also can make 
things happen with his feet. 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

JJ. Arrington, RB, California 
Marshawn Lynch replaces Arrington, 
who rushed for 2,018 yards last season, 
and must perform well so Cal's new 
quarterback doesn't have to carry the 
offense. Lynch seems capable of step- 
ping up after an impressive freshman 
season as a backup. 

Bill Swancutt, DE, Oregon State 

Joe Lemma must take up the slack in 
production after the departure of 
Swancutt, the school sacks record-hold- 
er and league co-defensive player of the 
year, Lemma also needs to set an exam- 
ple for his starting linemates who put 
their playing status in doubt with off- 
field problems, 

Andrew Walter, QB, Arizona State 
Sam Keller must take over for Walter 
and keep the deep passing game going. 
Keller also must exhibit the kind of 
leadership he showed when he stepped 
in for an injured Walter and led the Sun 
Devils to a last-minute Sun Bowl victory 
over Purdue. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Desmond Bishop, LB, California He 
needs to step in right away as the man in 
the middle of the Bears defense and 
measure up to his status as one of the top 
junior college defenders in the nation. 

James Finley, WR, Oregon The Ducks 
had to wait a couple of years while 
Finley went to junior college after he 
signed out of high school. Finding a 
reliable target to line up opposite senior 
Demetrius Williams is even more impor- 
tant in a season when the Ducks are 
attempting to use more receivers in 
more creative ways. Oregon needs 
Finley to deliver. 

Chris Handy, CB, Washington He 
needs to fill one of the open spots in 
what potentially could be a solid 
defense. Handy also must put behind 
him the off-field problems that led to his 
dismissal from the Nevada team after 
an all-league performance in the WAC. 


Read Insider Matt Hayes’ college football dish at sportingnews.com 


BEST BETS 

The Pac-10 will tout its nonleague 
record but won't mention that the list of 
September opponents includes four 
schools in the Division I-AA Big Sky 
Conference along with UC Davis and 
Grambling, two others stepping up a 
level for checks from Pac-10 schools. ... 
The Saturday that will offer the best 
read on the Pac-10's strength compared 
with other leagues is September 17. 
There are three matchups with the Big 
Ten (Purdue at Arizona, Northwestern at 
Arizona State and Ilinois at California); 
Arkansas (USC) and Oklahoma (UCLA) 
travel to Los Angeles; and Oregon (host- 
ing Fresno State) and Oregon State (at 
Louisville) play a couple of teams likely 
to worry the BCS. ... Tyrone Willingham 
and five of his Washington assistants 
will insist it's only another game, but 


PAC-10 


there will be extra incentive for the 
Huskies on September 24 when Notre 
Dame plays in Seattle. ... Two Pac-10 
quarterbacks will make road starts 
against the teams where they began 
their college careers: Oregon State's 


Matt Moore at UCLA and Washington's 
Johnny DuRocher at Oregon, .., At least 
one Pac-10 coach will complain that the 
newly instituted instant replay system 
needs to be expanded so that coaches 
can spur a review of a ruling by officials, 


as they can in the NFL. .., No position 
will cause more difficulty in all-league 
voting than tight end, where there are 
six viable candidates for the first-team 
spot: USC's Dominique Byrd, UCLA’s 
Marcedes Lewis, Arizona State's Zach 
Miller, Oregon's Tim Day, Oregon 
State’s Joe Newton and Washington 
State's Troy Bienemann. TSN 


OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, school. Ht Wt Cl 
WR Mike Hass, Oregon State 61 209 
WR Dwayne Jarrett, USC 65 195 So 
TE Marcedes Lewis, UCLA 66 255 
T Sam Baker, USC 65 290 So. 
T Ryan O'Callaghan, Cafforia 67 340 
G Roy Schuening, Oregon State «G4 «317 So, 
6 Fred Matua, USC 62 305 Ir 
© Marvin Philp, California 62 280 S, 
QB Matt Leinart, USC 65 25 S, 
RB Reggie Bush, USC 60 200° 
RB Maurice Drew, UCLA 58 198 
DEFENSE 
E Lawrence Jackson, USC: 65 270 So. 
E Kyle Caldwel, Arizona State 63 23k 
T — Manase Hopoi, Washington 64 285 Sy, 
T _Haloti Ngata, Oregon 65 938k 
LB Spencer Havner, UCLA 64 236 Se 
LB Jon Alston, Stanford 61 220 
LB WillDerting, Washington State 60-228. ‘Sr. 
CB Antoine Cason, Arizona 61 180 So. 
CB Justin Wyatt, USC 510 180 Sr. 
S —Damell Bing, USC 62 20 k 
S Jarrad Page, UCLA 62 20 & 
SPECIALISTS 
K Justin Medlock, UCLA 60 185 hk. 
P Tom Malone, USC 60 190 
KR Reggie Bush, USC 60 200k 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


Offense: Matt Leinart, QB, USC 
Defense: Will Dering, LB, Washington State 


OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, school Ht 
WR Derek Hagan, Aizona State 62 201 Sr 
WR Jason Hil, Washington State 62 205 dr 
TE Dominique Byrd, USC 63 280 & 
T Winston Justice, USC 66 300 
T Andrew Carnahan, Arizona Stale 6-8 297 Jr 
G Jeti Byers, USC 63 275 So. 
G Shannon Tevaga, UCLA 63 303 So, 
© Grayling Love, Arizona State 63 297 Sy. 
QB Kellen Clemens, Oregon 62 218 S. 
RB LenDale White, USC 62 235 
RB Marshawn Lynch, California. 511 200 So. 
DEFENSE 
E Devan Long, Oregon 64 266 Sy 
E — Miristo Bruce, Washington Stale 66 255 Jt 
T Babatunde Oshinowo, Staniord 2320 Sr, 
T Brandon Mebane, Calfornia 63 20 I 
LB Joe Lobendahn, Washington 510-280, 
LB Dallas Sartz, USC 65 220 S, 
LB Trent Bray, Oregon State 61 229 
CB RJ. Olver, Arizona State 69 173 
CB Chris Handy, Washington 541 190 de 
S Darrel Brooks, Arizona 61 20S 
S Donnie MoCleskey, California «510195 Sr. 
SPECIALISTS 
K Alesis Sema, Oregon State 58 187 So. 


P Kyle Basler, Washington State 63 238 Sr 
KR Michael Bumpus, Washington State 6-11 185 So, 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: James Finley, WR, Oregon 
Defense: Desmond Bishop, LB, California 


HONOR ROLL 


Best pregame atmosphere: Oregon 
Best home-field advantage: USC 

Worst home-field advantage: Stanford 

Strongest arm: Sam Keller, Arizona State 

‘Most dangerous scrambler; Isaiah Stanback, Washington 
Fastest running back: Reggie Bush, USC 

Best blocking back: Brandon Hancock, USC 

‘Most physical receiver: Evan Moore, Stanford 

‘Surest hands: Mike Hass, Oregon State 


Most disruptive end: Lavrence Jackson, USC 

Best run-stuffing tackle: Haloti Ngata, Oregon 
Hardest-htting linebacker: Dale Robinson, Arizona State 
Fastest defensive back: Justin Wyatt, USC 

Coach on the hot seats Dik Koetter, Arizona State 

Best coach: Pete Caroll, USC 

Best offensive coordinator: Mike Levenseler, Washington Stale 
Best defensive coordinator: Bob Gregory, California 

Best staff: Calforia 
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Games to watch 


California at Washington, Sept. 10 

It's the first league game, and Huskies coach 
‘Tyrone Willingham owned the Bears when he was 
coaching at Stanford. 


Oklahoma at UCLA, Sept. 17 

The highlight of a Saturday when every Pac-10 
team is in action against a nonleague opponent 
and a chance for the Bruins to enter the Top 25. 


USC at Oregon, Sept. 24 
They haven't played since 2002, so the Ducks will 
find out what they missed in the interim, 


UCLA at Washington State, Oct. 15) 

The frst time the Bruins wl leave southern 
California, and the Cougars are likely to be waiting 
at 5-0. 


USC at Notre Dame, Oct. 15. 
It's stil the best intersectional rivalry, isn't it, even 
after the recent dominance by the Trojans? 


California at Oregon, Nov.5 
It went to the final two minutes the past two 
seasons when the Bears and Ducks met. 


Arizona State at UCLA, Nov. 12” 
Ina 90-point game last season, the Sun Devils 
ralied to win by six. 


USC at California, Nov, 12 
The Trojans haven't lost a game since that triple~ 
overtime defeat in Berkeley two seasons ago. 


Fresno State at USC, Nov. 19 
Wil the Trojans be as ready for this game as the 
upset-minded Bulldogs? 


UCLA at USC, Dec. 3 | 
‘The battle for Los Angeles could turn out to be a 
battle for the Pac-10 title. 


Dream schedule 

California has it ultra-easy in the nonconference 
portion with Sacramento State, Illinois and New 
Mexico State, The Bears also play Washington early 
(September 10) before Tyrone Willingham has a 
good feel for his team, Cal is the only Pac-10 team 
that doesn't play consecutive games on the road. It 
doesn't hurt to miss fellow contender Arizona State. 


Nightmare schedule 

It's Oregon State again. On consecutive Saturdays 
in September, the Beavers play Boise State and 
Louisville, which were unbeaten in the 2004 regular 
season, Later the Beavers get Washington State 
with the Cougars coming off a week off and travel 
to Cal and UCLA on consecutive Saturdays in 
October, The Beavers finish with four of six on the. 
road. Last year, when they won five of their final six, 
they didn't face a team with a winning record. 


Bowl bound 

USC is the surest thing in college football, Arizona 
State will make consecutive postseason 
appearances. California might not contend for a 
BCS game, but there will be a third straight bowl 
for the Bears. After six-win seasons led to bowls 
the past two years, something better should be in 
store for UCLA. Oregon will be back in a lower-tier 
bowl after missing out last season. Washington 
State will find six wins with its relatively easy start, 
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65/220 


~ Hometown/Previous school 


Nashiile,Tenn/Goodpasture 


63/250 


Eureka, Cali/Eureka 


10/224 
6-0/175 


642i 


Mission Viejo, Cali./Mission Viejo 


“6. Luthur Brown, LB 
7LKyle Moore, 


Lacey, Wash/Timbering Oregon = 
ony Poly California 
___ Lakewood, Cal/Lakewood usc 
Warmer Robins, Ga/Houston County USC 


8. Averell Spicer, DE = fete erp aca Care usc oe 
8. Aleksey Lanis, OL UCLA = 
10. Will Harris, DB usc 
11, Brian Cushing, BB SS 
12, Ekom Udofia, DT 6-2193 sd pa Stanford 
1,Kevin Thomas, DB 61/190 __Osmard, Calt/Rio Mesa usc _ 
69/295 Seaitle/O'Dea California a 
60/190. Santa Monica, Cali./Oaks Christian UCLA = 
0 69/215 Oceanside, Cali./Oceanside Arizona State 
17. Walker Lee Ashley, DT # Eden Prairie, Minn/Eden Prairie USC 
18, Adrian McCovey, DE cK Lekewood, Calif/Lakewood “Arizona 
19, Kevin Ber 6-5/305 Mission Viejo, Calit/Mission Viejo California. 
20, Kaluka Maiava, LB 60/290 Wailuku, Hawai/Baldwin usc 
ee eT Ue 
USC could take more national titles with recruiting classes lke this. Coach 4. yg 
Pete Carl signed the nations top cass forthe second yearin row, with 9” Oita rin 
nine top 70 players. WR Patrick Turner, ILB Rey Maualuga and fi 
QB Mark Sanchez were national top 10 prospects. ... A surprise, 3. Arizona 
California landed a top 10 class that's especially strong on defense, The 4.UCLA 
Bears top recruit however, is DeSean Jackson, the No. ranked receiver 5, Qregon 
and No, 18 overall prospect... Arizona has been down, but classes like : 
this wil help. Mike Stoops upgraded ts talent, speed and depth; he added © Arizona State 
junior college players who can help right away, including WR B.J. Vickers. 7» Stanford 
«»- UCLA just missed on a top 25 class. QB Ben Olson, the highly regard- 8, Oregon State 
ed BYU transfer, could start, OT Aleksey Lanis should be a force in the 9. Washington State 
trenches, ... Jonathan Stewart could have gone anywhere, and he chose s 
10. Washington 


Oregon. The nation’s No, 1 running back will be tough to keep on the 
Recruiting was a struggle for new Washington coach Tyrone 


sideline. ... 


Willingham, RB J.R. Hasty and LB E.J. Savannah are bright spots. 


RUSHING 


‘Att. Yds. __Avg. Long _1D_YPG_NCAA rk. 


87 53 6 1040 
i 6362 
k ll, Arizona, Sr, ut 4446 67 5 85 
4. LenDale White, USC, Jr _13 Ad 54 84 15 


me Harrison, Washington State, St. 


i117 900 52 56 


906 331865 7 
752201924 43 


2. Drew Olson, UCLA, St. 
3. 


lemens, Oregon, 41372 Y 2548 6.85 __ 92 
_4. Alex Brink, Washington State, So. 10 194 97 500 5 1,308 
5. Trent Edwards, Stanford, Jc 11974 149 544 11 1792 
RECEIVING 

Player, school, class G Rec. Yds, Long 1D RPG YPR_YPG NCAA rk. 
‘1. Mike Hass, Oregon State, = ari 4914 51210 3 
2. Derek Hagan, Arizona State, 1283 1,248 79 1811040 7 
3. Jason Hil Washington State, 4145100776 224 915 16 

4. Demetrius Wiliams, Oregon, Sr. g47 59359 126 65.9 = 
"8, Dwayne Jaret, USC, So, 18 «5584987 184 653 


Weekdays 
3pm - 6pm ET / 12pm - 3pm PT 


Ae oN 
Listen on the Sporting News Radio affiliate nearest you SHnariniiNews 
listen online at www.sportingnews.com. Chec! a ie r loci wie ings. i NCW > 


1. Southern California 


and Bob Clark, Euge 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Trojans’ real concern: What happens 
without Norm Chow coordinating the 
attack? Two other offensive assistants, 
quarterbacks coach Carl Smith and line 
coach Tim Davis, left for the NFL. 


Chances are, though, the changes won't 


be too radical, The major difference 
might be personality: The new guys are 
younger and slightly more vocal than 


Schedule 

Date ‘Opponent 
Sept.3 at Hawaii 
Sept. 17 Arkansas 
Sept. 24 at Oregon 


Oct. 1 A at Arizona State 
Oct. 8 Arizona 


Oct. 15 at Notre Dame 
Oct. 22 at Washington 
Oct. 29 Washington State 
Nov. 5 Stanford 

Nov. 12 a at California 
Nov. 19 Fresno State 


Dec. 3 @ UCLA 
Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
Virginia Tech*. 
Colorado State . 
at BYU 
at Stanford, 
California 
Arizona State . 


Chow was. At 
least quarter- 
back Matt 
Leinart opted to 
return for his 
senior year, 


SKILL 
POSITIONS 
One reason 
Leinart might 
have returned 
after winning 
the Heisman 
last season: He 
should have a 
lot of fun with 
talented run- 
ning backs 
Reggie Bush 
and LenDale 
White on hand. 
And the Trojans 
have carbon 
copies behind 
them in 


Washington... 
at Washington State....W, 4212 Desmond Reed 
at Oregon State . /, 28+ and Chauncey 
Arizona... Washington. 


Hershel Dennis, 
the 2003 starter, 
will redshirt 
after tearing 
knee ligaments 
before the 
Orange Bowl. Fullback Brandon 
Hancock, who missed last year 
because of knee and chest injuries, is 
back from a redshirt. One reason the 
Trojans survived the Mike Williams 
fiasco last season was the emergence 
of big, athletic wideout Dwayne Jarrett 
and the reliable production of Steve 
Smith, Chris McFoy, and Whitney 
Lewis, who was academically ineligi- 
ble last season, provide depth. Then 
there's Dominique Byrd, one of the 
nation’s top tight ends. Quarterback 
John David Booty is ready to play. 


Notre Dame. 
at UCLA, 
Oklahoma** 
“at Landover, Md. 
Orange Bow! 
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Leinart, coming off 
elbow surgery, will 
work with the best 
group of backs and 

1 \_ receivers in the 

TEX. nation. 


A Pac-10 coach S@YS | don't think losing Norm Chow is going to hurt them much. 
He's a great coach, but the guys undereath him are good coaches, too. (New offensive coordinator) Lane Kiffin 
has grown up a lot. He's a smart coach, and they're so talented they can help make up for coaching mistakes... 
Reggie Bush is special wth his speed and quickness. Most of the time you can get a player with great speed or 
quickness. He has both. f you game-plan to stop him, they hit you with other weapons... Their defensive front has 
been so good for the past two years that they didn't have to bitz too often. But losing Shaun Cody and Mike 
Patterson means they might have to do some things to get pressure, atleast while the young guys develop. 


OFFENSIVE LINE The only loss is 
guard John Drake, who could be 
replaced by Jeff Byers. The leaders are 
center Ryan Kalil and tackle Sam Baker, 
but tackle Taitusi Lutui and guard Fred 
Matua also are formidable returning 
starters. Tackle Winston Justice, who sat 
out last season after pleading guilty to a 
misdemeanor count of exhibiting a 
replica firearm, is another option. If 
Justice wins a spot at tackle, Lutui 
could move to guard. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Trojans 
still plan to be aggressive and oppor- 
tunistic from a 4-3 set, but the learning 
curve will be steeper given the losses of 
tackles Shaun Cody and Mike 
Patterson, and linebackers Matt 
Grootegoed and Lofa Tatupu. The good 
news is that Carroll handles coordinator 
duties. However, he did lose Ed 
Orgeron, his defensive line/assistant 
head coach and recruiting coordinator, 
who became Mississippi's head coach. 


FRONT SEVEN Leadership on the line 
will have to come from ends Lawrence 
Jackson and Frostee Rucker. Manuel 
Wright was slated to fill Cody's spot, but 
he opted for the NFL supplemental 
draft. That means LaJuan Ramsey is the 
man. Dallas Sartz needs to lead a most- 
ly new linebacker crew, which sorted 
through a number of options during the 
spring. Oscar Lua and Ryan Powdrell 
are fighting for the starting middle spot, 
and Thomas Williams can play in the 
middle or outside. Keith Rivers had the 
early edge on the weak side, but there 
are plenty of options. Collin Ashton and 
Michael Stuart can back up on either 
side. Also, four prep All-American line- 
backers will arrive this fall: Brian 
Cushing, Rey Maualuga, Luthur Brown 
and Kaluka Maiava. 


SECONDARY The picture was muddied 
during the spring after cornerback Eric 
Wright was suspended indefinitely from 
the team after an arrest. Wright, who 
started four games last season, was not 
charged. Terrell Thomas took Wright's 
spot during the spring. At least USC 
can count on Justin Wyatt at one corner. 
Depth is augmented by Cary Harris and 
Kevin Thomas. The arrival of several 
touted prospects could ease the prob- 
lem. Strong safety Darnell Bing, quick 
and physical, is the unit's anchor. Scott 
Ware probably will take over for Jason 
Leach at free safety. Incoming freshman 
Will Harris is promising, 


SPECIAL TEAMS Tom Malone is one of 
the nation’s top punters. His career 
average of 44.5 is the highest in school 
annals, Bush handles punt returns, and 
Reed will join him for kickoffs. The 
problem is replacing steady kicker Ryan 
Killeen. Walk-on Mario Danelo, the son 


of former NFL kicker Joe Danelo, has 
the inside track. 


COACHING STAFF Carroll made it clear 
he wasn't interested in returning to the 
NFL, but his staff was plundered by the 
pros. The reconstruction began by pro- 
moting receivers coach Lane Kiffin to 
offensive coordinator and recruiting 
coordinator, Raiders assistant Steve 
Sarkisian re-joined the staff he served 
on for Carroll's first three years at USC. 
Sarkisian will oversee the quarterbacks 
and have a big hand in shaping the 
attack on game days. Carroll also hired 
NFL-educated replacements in offen- 
sive line coach Pat Ruel (Giants) and 
defensive line coach Jethro Franklin 
(Packers). Ken Norton Jr. was made 
full-time linebackers coach, sharing the 
job with Rocky Seto. 


BOTTOM LINE Developing chemistry 
with a new staff will be one of Carroll's 
biggest hurdles, but there are other road 
blocks to the Trojans winning a third 
consecutive national championship. 
White, Byrd and Rucker must address 
academic issues during the summer to 
ensure their eligibility. And Leinart is 
rebounding from offseason elbow sur- 
gery that caused him to miss spring 
practice. Still, don’t underestimate 
Carroll. His infectious enthusiasm and 
ability to attract a steady stream of star 
recruits ensures any drop-off will be 
minimal. If the Trojans don't win it all, 
they'll likely come close. Leinart, for 
one, didn't return to campus to finish 
second. —Bruce Pascoe 


Trojans data 

Stadium: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum 
(92,000, grass) 

Site: Los Angeles 

Coach: Pete Carroll (42-9, 4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Lane Kiffin (1st year, 
5th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Pete Carroll (5th year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 2000 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 2 

2004 record: 13-0 (beat Oklahoma in Orange 
Bowl); Pac-10: 8-0/1st 

Website: www.usctrojans.com 


Returning leaders 


m Att Avg. 10 
LenDale White 20311035415 
Reggie Bush 143° «908-63 
Desmond Reed 3173581 
Matt Leinart 412 653 3322 33 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avy. 10 
Dwayne Jarrett 3589 8A 
Reggie Bush 43 509 «187 
Steve Smith 42 680 187 
Dominique Byrd 3738404 
Kicking XPM _XPA FGM FGA Pts 
None 

Solo Assists Total 
Darnell Bing 3 20 (63/22 
Dallas Sartz 2 % 48 35/1 
Justin Wyatt Fa ee 


Lawrence Jackson 1913 32 wat 


Sacks: Jackson, Frostee Rucker (6) 
Interceptions: Bing, Terrell Thomas (2) 


Pos. No. Name HE Wt Gl 
WR 8 Dwayne Jarrett” 65 195 So. 
31 William Buchanon 6-3. 190. Sr. 
UT 78 Sam Baker* 65 290 So, 
75 Kyle Williams 66 290 Jr. 
LG 53 Jeff Byers 63 215 So. 
60 Drew Radovich 65 290 So. 
GGT Ryan Kalil® 64 25 Jr. 
69 Matt Spanos 65 285 So, 
RG 51 Fred Matua* 62 305 Jr 
65 Chilo Rachal 66 310 Fr 
TA Winston Justice 66 300 Jr, 
71 Taitusi Lutui* 66 370 
86 Dominique Byrd 6-3 260 Sr. 
89 Dale Thompson 64 255 So. 
WR 2 Steve Smith” 61 195 dr, 
82 Chris MoFoy 61 195 Je 
08 11 Matt Leinart 65 225 Sr. 
10 John David Booty «6-3-1985 ‘So, 
RB 5 Reggie Bush 60 200 Jr. 
21 LenDale White* 62 235 Jr. 
FB 37 David Kirtman 60 225 Sr. 
40 Brandon Hancock =» B41 280 Jr, 
K 19 Mario Danelo 5410 210 So. 


KR 5 Reggie Bush* 60 200 Jr 
*Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E 96 Lawrence Jackson* 6-5 © 270 So. 
87 Alex Morrow 65 270 So. 
NT 49° Sedrick Ellis, 6-2 215 So. 
63 Travis Draper 64 275 Fr. 
T 98 LaJuan Ramsey 6-3 285 Sr. 
1 Fill Moala 65 300 Fr. 
E 90 _Frostee Rucker* 64 255 Sr. 
54 Jeff Schweiger 6-4 250 So. 
WLB 55 Keith Rivers 63 220 So. 
59 Collin Ashton 61 25 Sr. 
MLB 45 Oscar Lua 62 2000 Jr. 
56 Ryan Powdrell 61 250 Sr. 
SLB 42 Dallas Sarte* 65 220 Sr. 
41 Thomas Williams 6-3 225 So. 
CB 24 Justin Wyatt™ 5-10 180 Sr. 
18 John Walker 6-2 200 Sr. 
SS 20 Darnell Bing” 62 220° Jr. 
36 Josh Pinkard 61 200 So. 
FS 29 Scott Ware 63 220 Sr. 
36 Josh Pinkard 61 200 So. 
CB 28 ‘Terrell Thomas 62 195 So, 
25 Eric Wright 5-1 190 So, 
P14 Tom Malone* 60 190 Sr. 
PR 5 Reggie Bush* 60 200 Jr. 


PAC-10 


2. California 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The diversi- 


National rank @) 


ty in Jeff Tedford's pro-style approach insive lin 
was on full display last season, when the is four of 
Bears had a 2,000-yard rusher, the Pac- Starters, led by 
10's most accurate passer and 862 yards " O'Callaghan 


and seven touchdown catches from Cal's .. right tackl 

all-time leading receiver. Tedford ; 

intends to maintain such balance and 

production even as he replaces his top 

tailback (J.J. Arrington), quarterback 
(Aaron Rodgers) 


Schedule and receiver 

Date Opponent (Geoff 

Sept.3 Sacramento State. McArthur). 

Sept. 10 at Washington SKILL 

Sept. 17 Illinois POSITIONS 

Sept. 23 at New Mexico State" Has any team 

Oct. 1 Arizona ever worried 

Oct.8 a at UCLA less about 

Oct. 15 Oregon State replacing a tail- 

Oct. 22 Washington State back with 

Nov.5 _ @ at Oregon Arrington’s abil- 

Nov. 12 usc ities? Marshawn 

Nov. 19 at Stanford Lynch, who 
“Friday averaged 8.8 
Toughest game @ Must win yards per carry 

4 Best chance to be upset and scored eight 

rushing touch- 

2004 Results downs as a 

at AirForce...........W,5614 reserve last sea- 

New Mexico State,.....W,4114 son, is a break- 

at Oregon State. W497 away threat 


USC aries SetN who had four 


Beanie MAB28 | runs of 42 yards 
Arizona State,..........W,27-0 OF More. He's 

Oregon ... seseess W, 28.27 Dig, fast, elusive 
at Washington.....,...W,42-12 and likely to be 
Stanford........:..4...W,41-6 the second con- 
at Southern Miss,......W, 26-46 secutive Bear to 
Texas Tech"............l,4531 lead the confer- 
“Holiday Bow ence in rushing 


Tedford will 

have to break in 

a new quarter- 
back—either sophomore Nathan 
Longshore or junior college All-American 
Joseph Ayoob—but Tedford’s record 
with first-time starting quarterbacks at 
Cal, Oregon and Fresno State is stellar. 
Even the loss of McArthur and deep 


threat Chase Lyman shouldn't impacta AL Pag-10 coach SayS they doa geatob wih ther protections and alow he 
team that has sophomore Robert Quarterback to make quick decisions. They don't put him in third-and-long situations, They do a lot of protecting 
Jordan, who was pulled out of a red- with eight men and utilize formations to put you in tough situations defensively. ... Marshawn Lynch fits their 
shirt season in '04 and ended up start- ‘system well because he can catch the ball and run it. Jeff Tedford's backs have to catch the ball. ... The way 
ing six games. Lavelle Hawkins, to beat them is to keep them off the field. That's what Texas Tech did in the bowl game-they controlled the ball 
Ayoob's teammate at City College of Their defense is not very aggressive, but it is fundamentally sound. They zone blitz when they have to. If you 
San Francisco, and freshman DeSean have to fade back and use five- and seven-step drops, they'l kill ou 


Jackson will add explosiveness. 
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Jackson had eight touchdown recep- 
tions of 60 or more yards last season at 
Long Beach (Calif.) Poly High. 


OFFENSIVE LINE First-team All-Pac-10 
selections center Marvin Philip and 
tackle Ryan O'Callaghan return to lead 
what could be one of the nation’s best 
lines. Guard Aaron Merz and tackle 
Andrew Cameron also will be back. 
That leaves one guard position to fill, 
and sophomore Erik Robertson will bat- 
tle a group of talented redshirt fresh- 
men for the spot. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Lost in the 
focus on the Cal offense last season was 
the fact that coordinator Bob Gregory's 
attacking 4-3 defense held opponents to 
16.0 points per game. Almost a quarter 
of the points allowed by the Bears were 
in a 45-31 loss to Texas Tech in the 
Holiday Bowl, when Cal made the mis- 
take of going away from the aggressive- 
ness that served it so well during the 
regular season. 


FRONT SEVEN Even with the loss of 
Pac-10 sack leader Ryan Riddle and 
standout tackle Lorenzo Alexander, Cal 
appears strong on the line. Brandon 
Mebane is a rising star on the inside, 
and Tosh Lupoi, an 11-game starter in 
2003 who missed last season with a foot 
injury, returns on the outside, The list of 
candidates to fill the other two openings 
was bolstered when Cal won the 
recruiting battle for end Nu'u Tafisi, 
who had 23 tackles for loss in junior 
college last season, Even more impor- 
tant was recruiting success at line- 
backer, where all three regulars and the 
top backup used up their eligibility, The 
newcomers being counted on to con~ 
tribute immediately are Desmond 
Bishop, another CCSF alum who also 
was a junior college All-American, and 
fellow transfer Mickey Pimentel. Ryan 
Foltz, who started five games last sea- 
son as a fill-in, and Greg Van Hoesen 
are the only two linebackers who 
played a down for Cal last season. 


SECONDARY Though Cal loses two 
standouts in safeties Ryan Guiterrez 
and Matt Giordano, it should be able to 
replace one of them with a healthy 
Donnie McCleskey, who tried to play 
through a painful shoulder injury last 
season, In his two starts, McCleskey 
was a shadow of the player who was an 
all-league selection in 2003. Cal is set at 
corner, where starters Harrison Smith 
and Daymeion Hughes and primary 
backup Tim Mixon return. 

SPECIAL TEAMS David Lonie had 
seven punts of 50 yards or more in 2004 
but was inconsistent and finished ninth 
in the league with a 40.0-yard average 
while being used a league-low 47 
times. Tom Schneider, who will battle 


Anthony Binswanger for the kicking 
job, made only nine of 16 field goals 
last year. Lynch averaged 24.8 yards on 
kickoff returns last season but might not 
return to the role because of his impor- 
tance to the offense. Mixon is among 
the Pac-10's best punt returners. 


COACHING STAFF It's to Tedford’s 
credit that while he solidified his posi- 
tion at Cal with a new contract signed 
after last season, he also made sure his 
assistants got raises. That enabled him 
to again retain the staff that has led the 
Bears to great success over the past 
three seasons, But what about an encore 
from the 10-2 season of 2004? This is a 
coaching staff that has shown it can 
adapt to the personnel on hand and 
adjust well to the loss of key players. 


BOTTOM LINE An almost embarrassing- 
ly weak September schedule that 
includes Sacramento State, Washington, 
Ilinois and New Mexico State should 
give Cal time to integrate its new key 
players. With a home game against 
Arizona to begin October, it seems likely 
Cal will be 5-0 when it travels to meet 
UCLA on October 8, Cal will have a 
fourth consecutive winning season and a 
third straight bowl appearance under 
Tedford, If the defense remains strong 
and the quarterback position isn't an 
issue, Cal again will be playing Southern 
California for the Pac-10 title and a berth 
in the national title game, With Tedford 
in charge and one of the nation’s top 
recruiting classes coming aboard, don't 
underestimate Cal. —Bob Clark 


PAC-10. 


Bears data 

‘Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 67,537) 

Site: Berkeley, Calif. 

Coach: Jeff Tedford (25-13, 3 years) 

Offensive coordinator: George Cortez (4th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Bob Gregory (4th year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1975 (tie) 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 2002 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 11 

2004 record: 10-2 (lost to Texas Tech in Holiday 
Bowl); Pac-10; 7-1/2nd 

Website: calbears.com 


Returning leaders 

a Lynch W 3 8 
Terrell Williams 13 109 Ba 2 
Marcus O'Keith 18 96 53 0 
Passing Att. Comp. _ Pet. Yds. TD Int 
None 

Robert Jordan 2 932. ai 2 
Marshawn Lynch 19 17 W 2 
Chris Manderino n 1256 4 2 
fom Schneider 16 g 83 
Donnie McCles! a i at T 
Harrison Smith 22 9 3 0/0 
Tim Mixon 26 2 28 0/0 
Daymeion Hughes a § 26 0/0 


Sacks: Brandon Mebane, 2.5 
Interceptions: Tim Mixon, 3 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
wa DeSean Jackson 60 175 Fr. 
1 Robert Jordan* 5-1 160 So. 

tT 71 Andrew Cameron* 6-5 320) Jr. 
68 Paul Fraley 64 300 Jr. 

LG 75 Erik Robertson 62 310 Jr 
‘57 Noris Malele 64 295 Fr. 

© 54 Marvin Philip* 6-2 280 Sr. 
52 Scott Smith 64 290 dr, 

RG 65 Aaron Mera” 64 320 Sr, 
Kevin Bemoll 65 305) Fr 


61 Ryan O'Callaghan* «6-7 -340— Sr. 
60 — Jonathon Murphy. 66 300 Sr. 


82 Craig Stevens 65 250 So, 
87 John Rust 65 20 Sr, 
wr Lavelle Hawkins St 5 dr. 
4 David Gray 63 220 Jr 
QB 18 Joseph Ayoob 63 25 dr, 


9 Nathan Longshore 65 230 Fr. 


RB 24 Marshawn Lynch 5-11 200 So, 
29 Terrell Williams 60 200 Sr, 
FB 27 Chris Manderino* 61 220 Sr. 
38 Byron Storer 61 230 Jr 
K 5 Anthony Binswanger 6-2 190 So, 


KR 24 Marshawn Lynch* 5-11 200 So, 
*Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
E79 Nu'u Tafsi 62 266 Jr 
98. Philip Mbakogu 63 260 So, 

T 57 Matt Malele 63 310 So, 
95 Albert Ma'afala 4 285 Jr, 

T 52 Brandon Mebane* 6-3-2980 dr, 
Tyson Alvalu 62 270 Fr. 

E 94 Tosh Lupoi* 64 265 Sr, 
54 Stove Kelly 61 240 dr. 

WL Mickey Pimentel 62 220 Jr. 
8 Marin Simmons S205 Fr, 

MLB 10 Desmond Bishop 62 240 
1 Worrell Wiliams 60 245 Fr 

SLB 26 Ryan Foltz 62 20 Sr. 
Anthony Felder 63 225 Fr 

CB M1 Harrison Smith 6-2 200 Sr, 
22 Tim Mixon 58 180 Jt. 

SS 21 Donnie MeCleskey* 5-10 195 Sr, 
Syd'Quan Thompson 5-180 Fr. 

FS 7 — Thomas DeCoud 63 190 So, 
2 Bemard Hicks 61 200 Fr 

CB 13° Daymeion Hughes* 2180. dr. 
6 Wale Forester 510 190 Sr. 

P 14 David Lonie 66 210 Sr 
PR 22. Tim Mixon* 58 180 dt. 
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3. Arizona State 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY When the 


Sun Devils talk about a multiple-forma- 
tion offense, they mean it. Anything 
goes, Coach Dirk Koetter's main objec- 
tive is to get the top 11 guys on the field 
and work the offense around their 
strengths. Last season, that meant 
throwing more than usual because the 
tailback position kept thinning and 
because quarterback Andrew Walter 
was thriving. 


National rank @9 


ill move fro! tackle to 
his natural in. 


y" 


Schedule This time, the 
Sun Devils may 
Sept. 1 Temple* throw a lot 
Sept. 10 at LSU again, especial- 
Sept. 17 Northwestern ly if Sam Keller 
Sept. 24 _ a at Oregon State takes over for 
Oct.1 usc Walter as well 
Oct.8 © Oregon as he did at the 
Oct, 22 at Stanford end of last sea- 
Oct. 29 Washington son. But the 
Nov. 5 at Washington State team stays ver- 
Nov.12 at UCLA satile by using 
Nova CAMGOna an H-back, 
“Thursday rather than a 
Toughest game @ Must win ene Hercan 
‘A Best chance to be upset Tl Se A 
ond tight end or 
2004 Results as a receiver. 
UTEP ses svse W419 SKILL 
at Northwestem........W,30-21 POSITIONS 
Keller doesn't 
have Walter's 


at Oregon arm strength, 


at USC. 
UCLA, but he is more 
AWelente mobile and has 
Stanford, . natural leader- 
Washington St, . ship skills. 

at Arizona ....... Redshirt fresh- 
Purdue* . man Rudy 

*Sun Bow Carpenter is the 


likely backup 
quarterback, 
But incoming 
freshman Derek Shaw could change 
that in the fall, and senior Chad 
Christensen also returns to help. Even 
without the dismissed Loren Wade, ASU 
has more options at tailback than it did 
last season. Sun Bowl standout Rudy 
Burgess, who played receiver, running 
back and returned punts and kicks last 
year, has added 10 pounds in anticipa- 
tion of playing at tailback. Randy Hill 
(torn ACL) returns from injuries and 
should be ready by the fall. Others who 
might figure in the mix: sophomore 
Preston Jones, redshirt freshman Price 


z 
3 
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A Pac-10 coach SAYS sam keller is not Andrew Walter yet, but he's a good 
quarterback. He's young, but give him time, and hell do well. He has good size and can make the throws. They 
have upgraded their talent throughout the roster, and they really play hard, They'll run different personnel clus- 
ters and alot of shifts and motion. ... Derek Hagan is not a burner, but he’s not slow. He has good size and is 
good, solid receiver who can catch the ball wel and runs great routes. ... Their defense was better last year, 
and it had some playmakers, At the same time, when you have a dominant offense, the other side ofthe ball 
doesn't have to be phenomenal. It just has to be sold, That's what their defense was last year. 


eS ce 


Wilks, transfer Aaron Lafitte and 
Cornell Canidate, who hopes to return 
from a groin injury. At H-back, Lee 
Burghgraef is a tenacious athlete who 
isn’t flashy but gets it done. Brent Miller 
brings versatility to the role. At tight 
end, Zach Miller became the Pac-10's 
freshman of the year, displaying an 
effective combination of size, speed and 
hands. The offensive star of the team 
could be receiver Derek Hagan, who 
has added strength. Terry Richardson is 
the other expected starter at wideout. 


OFFENSIVE LINE The Sun Devils have 
experience and size, Center Drew 
Hodgdon is the only starter not to 
return, and his spot should be filled 
without trouble when all-Pac-10 pick 
Grayling Love moves over to his more 
natural spot from left tackle. ASU has a 
good combination of size, skills and ver- 
satility with the other four returning 
starters on the line: guards Stephen 
Berg and Zach Krula, and tackles 
Andrew Carnahan and Chaz White. 
Brandon Rodd, who tore an ACL last 
fall, could beat out White at left tackle, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The system 
isn't expected to change much, even 
with Bill Miller coming over from 
Florida as defensive coordinator. ASU 
still will feature a physical, aggressive 
4-3 defense. In some cases, the Sun 
Devils line up a linebacker over a tight 
end, and they use one of their outside 
linebackers as a “Devil,” a hybrid safe- 
ty/linebacker. The difference this sea- 
son is that seven junior college trans- 
fers are arriving on defense to make 
sure losing five starters doesn’t hurt too 
much, Most of them could start or at 
least push the starter to be better. 


FRONT SEVEN Among the biggest loss- 
es were end Ishmael Thrower and tackle 
Jimmy Verdon, One of the new juniors, 
Will Kofe, could help at end immediately, 
though he begins as a backup for sopho- 
more Kyle Caldwell. Mike Talbot starts 
on the left side. At tackle, Jordan Hill 
made a quick transition from linebacker 
last season, and Quency Darley could 
start but will be challenged by transfer 
Shannon Jones, Miller is moving Dale 
Robinson to middle linebacker. However, 
transfer Beau Manutai could take over 
there. Robert James is the front-runner 
to start at the devil linebacker spot. The 
defensive leader should be strongside 
linebacker Jamar Williams. 


SECONDARY Both strong safety 
Emmanuel Franklin and comerback R.J. 
Oliver were granted an extra year of eli- 
gibility for medical reasons. But Franklin's 
status remained in doubt when he sat out 
spring practice for a personal reason. If 
Franklin does not return, look for Josh 
Barrett to move to strong safety, with 


Maurice London taking over at free safe- 
ty. Oliver and Josh Golden are the proba- 
ble comers, but watch out for transfers 
Chris Baloney and Keno Walter-White. 


SPECIAL TEAMS There isn't much to 
worry about with punter Chris MacDonald 
and kicker Jesse Ainsworth. There are 
plenty of return options, too. Burgess and 
Richardson are successful punt returners, 
and redshirt freshman Nate Kimbrough 
has shown promise in handling punts and 
kickoffs, One problem: ASU displayed a 
poor ability to tackle last season. 


COACHING STAFF Koetter's stock rose 
during a Sun Bow! season last year. But 
he spent much of the spring working 
damage control in the Wade mess and 
had to answer questions about whether 
he gave the troubled back too many 
chances. Wade was under investigation 
for accepting illegal benefits and report- 
edly had threatened others even before 
he was charged with first-degree murder 
of former Sun Devil player Brandon 
Falkner. On the field, Koetter's operation 
has the potential to run smoothly with all 
but two offensive starters returning. 


BOTTOM LINE Much of the offseason 
discussion about the Sun Devils con- 
cerned Wade, obscuring their spring 
practices and casting a negative shad- 
ow over the program. If the players stay 
focused, this still should be a top 25 
team, All the pieces are there for suc- 
cess: experience on offense, returning 
and transfer talent on defense and a 
stable pool of coaches. —B.P. 
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Sun Devils data 

‘Stadium: Sun Devil (grass, 71,706) 

Site: Tempe, Ariz. 

Coach: Dirk Koetter (26-23, 4 years; 
52-33 overall, 7 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Dirk Koetter 

Defensive coordinator: Bill Miller (1st year) 

Offensive scheme: Multipie 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1996. 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 46 

2004 record: 8-3 (beat Purdue in Sun Bowl; 
Pac-10: 5-3/T3rd 

Website: www.sundevils.com 


Returning leaders 

ITgess: 0 
Randy Hill 42 155 37 0 
Antone Saulsberry ut 64 3.6 0 
Sam n 42 5! 

gan 831,248 (150 
Tach Miller ‘56 552 99 6 
Terry Richardson 45 679 15.1 6 

inswor al 8 2B 4 


& Robinson “ z n me 


Jamar Williams: 50° ST 81 6.5/23, 
Josh Golden 29 20 49 an 
Emmanuel Franklin 31 8 49 6/3 


Sacks: Jordan Hill, Kyle Caldwell (7) 
Interceptions: Franklin (4) 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl 
WR 80 Derek Hagan* 62 201 Sr. 
35 Moey Mutz 60 181 Sr. 
tT 62 __ Brandon Rodd* 64 313 So 
72 Chaz White 65 27 Sr. 
LG 65 Stephen Berg” 66 319 So. 
70 Leo Talavou 4 oT OF. 
© 71 Grayling Love 63 297 Sr. 
76 Mike Poltak 64 279 So, 
RG 78 Zach Krula* 67 263 Jr 
73 Robert Gustavis 63 297 So, 
52 Andrew Camahan* = «6-8 -297 Jr, 
79 Julius Orieukwu 66 3 So 
86 Zach Miller* 64 250 So. 
82 Jamaal Lewis 64 238 dr 
WR 17 Terry Richardson” 61 185 Jr. 
89 Matt Miller 62 173 S&. 
QB 9 Sam Keller 64 27 dr 
12 Rudy Carpenter 62 178 Fr 
HB 83 Lee Burghgraef* 65 261 Sr. 
87 Brent Miller 65 200 So 
TB 3 Rudy Burgess St 181 So. 
6 Randy Hill 62 27 sr. 
K 20. Jesse Ainsworth 63 219 Jr 
KR 3 Rudy Burgess 51 181 So. 
*Retuming starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E 45 Mike Talbot 62 235 Sr. 
‘Wes Evans 63 256 Fr. 

T 1 Jordan Hill* 62 27 Jr 
96 DeWayne Hollyfield 6-4 287 Sr. 

T 99 Quency Darley 62 273° Jr. 
92 Brett Palmer 62 280 So, 

E 50 Kyle Caldwell* 63 253 Jr. 
94 Will Kofe 62 280 dr. 

WLB 29 Robert James 54 213° So. 
47 Nick Clapp 60 221 Sr. 

MLB 44 Dale Robinson* 61 235 Sr. 
‘51 Beau Manutai 61 260 Jr. 

SLB 4 Jamar Williams* 61 244 Sr, 
‘56 DeAndre Johnson 64 231 So. 

CB 26 Ru. Oliver” 53 173 Sr. 
21 Chad Green 510 173 So. 

SS 13 Emmanuel Franklin” 5-11 186 Sr. 
5 Zach Catanese: 63 215 dr. 

FS 19 Josh Barrett* 62 206 Fr. 
2 — Maurice London 60 181 Sr. 

CB 23 Josh Golden* 510 14 Sr, 
25 Uriah Marshall Sn 182 Fr. 
P37 Chis MacDonald 64 214 So. 
PR 3 Rudy Burgess 511 181 So. 


Bruins data 

Stadium: Rose Bowl (grass, 
91,500) 

Site: Los Angeles 

Coach: Karl Dorrell (12-13, 2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Tom Cable 
(2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: Larry Kerr 
(Brd year) 


Last league title won: 1998 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 52 

2004 record: 6-6 (lost to 
Wyoming in Las Vegas Bowl); 
Pac-10 4-4/TS5th 

Website: www.uclabruins.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 

Sept. 3 at San Diego State 
Sept. 10 Rice 

Sept. 17___& Oklahoma 


Oct. 1 Washington 
Oct. 8 jalifornia 
Oct. 15. at Washington State 
Oct. 22 Oregon State 
Oct. 29 at Stanford 
Nov.5 at Arizona 
Nov. 12 Arizona State 
Dec.3 Mat USC 

foughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 
2004 Results 
Oklahoma State . L, 31-20 
at Illinois. . . W, 35-17 
at Washington w37.at 
San Diego State . W, 33-10 
Arizona. . W, 37-17 
at California. L, 45-28 
at Arizona State . L, 48-42 
Stanford. W, 21-0 
Washington State L,31-29 
‘at Oregon . i 
USC. 
Wyoming 
*Las Vegas Bowl 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Tom Cable has fol- 
lowed the principles of the West Coast style since he played for Dennis 
Etickson at Idaho, but don't assume that means i's all pass for the 
Bruins, On the contrary, the former offensive lineman and longtime line 
‘coach likes to go at defenses with a strong run. That will be apparent 
this season, with the health of quarterback Drew Olson in question. 
Cable can count on two proven tallbacks, returning starter Maurice 
Drew and backup Chris Markey, who in his one start eamed conference 
player of the week honors with 238 all-purpose yards against Oregon. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The seven returning starters 
include Olson, who had knee surgery in the winter. I he's not ready, the 
quarterback could be senior David Koral, who had played five snaps last 
season before being forced to play in the Las Vegas Bow! when Olson 
was inured, Two other candidates are promising redshirt freshmen Patrick 
Cowan or BYU transfer Ben Olson. The Bruins have solid options at run- 
ning back, and top targets in wideout Junior Taylor and tight end 
Marcedes Lewis, The line has five players with stating experience, led by 
seniors Ed Blanton at right tackle and Mike McCloskey at center. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY What the Bruins did last year 
was mostly hang on, finishing last in the league in total defense and run 
defense. Some of that can be traced to a lack of experience, particularly 
Up front. There should be a better understanding ofthe 4-3 system after 
18 UCLA defenders made their college debut last season and 18 made 
their first college stats. The Bruins are likely to be more aggressive in 
their approach this season and better able to execute. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Perhaps no team in the Pac-10 is 
more set at linebacker than the Bruins, who have the league's leading 
tackler in Spencer Havner. He was a semifinalist for both the Butkus 
and Lombardi awards last year and now will have Justin London next to 
him, 80 offenses can't simply scheme away from Havner. The big ques- 
tions are in front and behind those backers, with junior nose tackle Kevin 
Brown the surest thing in the front four. The secondary should have 
four-year starter in safety Jarrad Page, unless professional baseball lures. 
him out of school. But the three spots around him remain to be settled. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The Bruins can score once they cross midfield 
with junior kicker Justin Medlock, who made 75 percent of his feld-goal 
attempts last season, including three of more than 50 yards, Redshirt 
freshman Aaron Perez takes over the punting duties, but the offense 
should be good enough that he isn't overworked. On retums, tailbacks 
Drew (punts and kickoffs) and Markey (kickoffs) are among the league's 
best. The Bruins made strides in all of their return and coverage units 
last season, topping the league in both net punting and punt returns. 
That amounts to improved field position. 


COACHING STAFF No changes in an offseason is unusual for 
any college staff, and it should be a benefit tothe Bruins. Plus, head 
coach Karl Dorrell seemed much more comfortable-maybe secure-in 
his second season in the job. Though the Bruins have only been 12-13 
in Dorrel's first two seasons, both ended in bow! games, and that 
should be a sign somebody's doing something right at UCLA. 


BOTTOM LINE The Bruins still might be the second-best team in 
Los Angeles, but that could be worth second place in the Pac-10. 
Remember, four of UCLA's six losses last season were by six or fewer 
Points, including a 29-24 loss to national champion USC. With 17 
starters returning, the Bruins now will have the edge in experience on 
nearly every team they play. There is the major question of Olson's knee 
being ready, but the Bruins have enough talent at the other skill posi- 
tions on offense to carry an unproven quarterback to the first division 
and a bowl game. -B.C. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
. Name 
Junior Taylor* 

9 — Marcus Everett 
68 Brian Abraham 
60 Chris Joseph 
Shannon Tevaga* 
66 Soot Glicksberg 
Mike MoCloskey* 
50 Aaron Meyer 
Robert Cleary 

54 Robert Chai 

73 Ed Blanton* 

70 Tony Lee 

‘19 Marcedes Lewis* 

81 JW. Hair 
WR 26 Joe Cowan 

1 Brandon Breazell 
‘Drew Olson* 

7 David Koral 
RB 21 Maurice Drew* 

28 Chris Markey 
Michael Pitre 
45 Jimmy Stephens 
Justin Medlock 


DEFENSE 
Name 


Kyle Morgan” 
William Snead 
Kevin Brown* 
Nathaniel Skaggs 
Brigham Harwell 
Kenneth Lombard 
Justin Hickman 
Nikola Dragovie 
Bruce Davis 
‘Aaron Whittington 
Justin London* 
Wesley Walker 
Spencer Havner* 
Christian Taylor 
Rodney Van 

Trey Brown” 
Jarrad Page* 
Eric McNeal 
Chris Horton 
Dennis Keyes 
Michael Norris 
Byron Velega 
‘Aaron Perez 


ASSSer-sersessersSRSsrsza 


“Returning starter 


Ducks data 
Stadium: Autzen (artificial, 53,800) 
Site: Eugene, Ore, 
Coach: Mike Bellotti (80-40, 
10 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Gary Growton (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator; Nick Aliotti 
(th year, 15th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2001 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 18 
2004 record: 5-6; 
Pac-10: 4-4/T5th 
Website: goducks.com 


Schedule 


Sept. 17 
Sept. 24m 


Nov. 6 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
“Thursday 
Bi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


Indiana. . 
at Oklahoma 


Arizona State. 


at Washington State... W, 41-38 
Arizona. .. W, 28-14 
at Stanford, W, 16-13 
Washington . W, 31-6 
at Californ L, 28-27 
UCLA. 134-26 


at Oregon State 


9. Oregon 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This remains the diversitied 
offense of coach Mike Bellotti, but some aspects are likely to change 
with Gary Crowion, BYU's coach for the past four seasons, replacing 
the conservative Andy Ludwig as coordinator. The Ducks already includ- 
ed everything in the playbook to gain balance between the run and 
pass, but now there will be some elements of the spread attacks that 
have gained favor in the wake of Utah's success. Crowiton also will add 
some deep passes and more unexpected plays. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL tt always helps to start with an 
experienced, senior quarterback and the Ducks have one in Kellen 
Clemens, Oregon wants to make use of his running ability, but the big- 
ger question is whether Clemens can become a more accurate passer 
cn deep throws, which he seldom tried the past couple years. Clemens 
will have experienced seniors all around him in tailback Terrence 
Whitehead-who has an outside shot at becoming the school's career 
rushing leader-wideout Demetrius Wiliams and tight end Tim Day. But 
the line lost four starters and must be rebuit. Whether the Ducks can be 
more explosive might hinge on how much freshman tailback Jonathan 
Stewart and transfer wideout James Finley contribute, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY tn their standard 4-3, the Ducks 
have gone from attacking and aggressive to a passive style that 
attempts to prevent big plays. But mixed success with the passive style 
and better comerbacks might prompt more aggressiveness, particularly 
ifthe comerbacks continue to show improvement. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Ducks will be strong up front 
with tackle Haloti Ngata, who forces opponents to double-team him or 
risk being dominated on the inside. He has the abilty to collapse the 
pocket, which opens up more opportunities for ends Devan Long and 
Matt Toeaina. Anthony Trucks offers an athletic option a the hybrid out- 
side linebacker/strong safety position, but thin numbers forced the Ducks 
to sign three junior college linebackers, 1D. Nelson will be the stating 
free safety, but Justin Phinisee will convert to comerback. Aaron Gipson 
is small but solid atthe other corner, positon with more depth than in 
past years, 


SPECIAL TEAMS The hope is that Paul Martinez, who lost the 
punting job to a walk-on last fall, can take over as the kicker. He has a 
strong leg and would prefer to be the kicker. Martinez’s move would 
leave the punting to Aaron Knowles or Matt Dragich, a JC transfer. 
Oregon's return and coverage units have faltered the past couple years, 
which prompted changes in coaching methods and a renewed empha- 
sis on finding the best personnel for those units. 


COACHING STAFF There was major upheaval after Oregon's 
first losing record in Mike Bellott's decade as coach. Crowton was 
brought in to run the offense, and Steve Greatwood was moved from 
defensive line to offensive line, where he had worked his entire career 
Until rejoining the Ducks five years ago. Greatwood last handled the UO 
offensive line in the 1994 Rose Bowl season, He then moved to the 
NFL and to three jobs at other colleges before being brought back by 
Bellot, Greatwood's move to offense meant Neal Zoumboukos, the 
league's longest-tenured assistant, was pushed from the offensive line 
to tight ends and special teams, The Ducks then brought back alum 
Michael Gray from Kentucky to take over the defensive line. 


BOTTOM LINE Oregon should bounce back from its fist losing 
season since 1993, but how far is the question, Uncertainty on the 
offensive line and at linebacker will keep the Ducks from contending for 
the conference tile, but there is enough experience at the skill positions 
and potential among newcomers that a winning season and a lower- 
level bowl is within relatively easy reach. ~B.C. 
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National rank 


OFFENSE 


Demetrius Williams* 
Brian Paysinger 
Geoff Schwartz 
‘Aaron Klovas 

Josh Tschirgi 

Mark Lewis 

Enoka Lucas* 

Jeff Kendall 

Jan Reynoso” 

‘Max Unger 

Shawn Flanagan 
Jermaine Randolph 
Tim Day* 

Nate LiaBraaten 
Cameron Colvin 
Garren Strong 
Kellen Clemens* 
Dennis Dixon 
‘Terrence Whitehead* 
Terrell Jackson 
Dante Rosario” 
Jonathan Levine 
Paul Martinez 


DEFENSE 
Name 


Matt Toeaina 
Darius Sanders 
Haloti Ngata* 
Ra'Shon Harris 
David Faateete 
Cole Linehan 
Devan Long* 
Victor Fipe 
Bront Haberly 
Ryan Phipps 
Justin Andrews, 
Jon Pope 
Demetrius Spates 
Parris Moore 
‘Aaron Gipson* 
Marques Binns 
‘Anthony Trucks* 
AJ. Tutele 

‘JD, Nelson* 
Ryan DePalo 
Justin Phinisee* 
Jackie Bates* 
Aaron Knowles 


*Retumning starter 


6-2 
6-3 
62 
64 
5-10 
59 
64 
6-3 
62 


63 


65 


wt. 
191 
202 
361 
303 
289 
302 
296 
219 
305 
291 
305 
313 
265 
255 
199 
164 
218 
192 
220 
196 
203 
243 
216 


210 


226 


115 


Beavers data 
Stadium: Reser (artificial, 43,000) 
Site: Corvallis, Ore. 
Goach: Mike Riley (23-24, 4 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Danny Langsdorf (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mark Banker (3rd year, 
Sth at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 2000 (tie) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 39 
2004 record: 7-5, (beat Notre 
Dame in Insight Bowl); 
Pac-10: 5-3/T3rd 
Website: osubeavers.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 3 Portland State 


Sept. 10 Boise State 


Nov. 19 at Oregon 
‘B Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
at LSU... 
at Boise State. 
New Mexico. 
at Arizona State, 
Califoria.. 
‘at Washington . 
‘Washington State 
at Arizona. 
usc 
at Stanfor 
Oregon .. 
Notre Dame* 
“Insight Bow! 


L, 22-21 (OT) 


116 


TEE SHOTS PHOTOGRAPHY 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Beavers’ goal is to run a bal- 
anced offense even as they line up with three wide receivers, though it 
didn't appear that way last season when OSU had the Pac-10's worst 
rushing game and passed for 81.4 percent ofits yards. A new quarter- 
back and a shuffling of the coaching staff should restore balance, but 
whether there's a tailback who can provide a legitimate running threat is 
in question. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Beavers must find a replace 
ment for school record-setting quarterback Derek Anderson. Ryan 
Gunderson, who threw all of seven passes in ‘04, and junior transfer 
Matt Moore, who has Pac-10 starting experience at UCLA, are the top 
candidates. Whoever does the throwing will have the best hands in the 
league for a target in wideout Mike Hass and tight end Joe Newton. 
Each had seven touchdown catches last season, and Newton led all 
Pac-10 tight ends in receptions. There is a need, as there was last sea 
son, to find a second viable threat on the outside. The bigger issue is at 
tailback; Florida transfer Jimtavis Walker was expected to step in, but 
offfeld troubles have put his future in question, Guard Roy Schuening 
anchors a line that should have less of a challenge protecting a quarter- 
‘back more mobile than Anderson. Still, the fine will have its work cut out 
{or it trying to prop up the running game. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Beavers run an attacking 
4-3 scheme but usually make it work with talented, experienced corner- 
backs. Given that the Beavers’ comers are limited this season, the 
safeties and linebackers might have to help more in coverage. That 
could hurt OSU's abilty to stop the run and blitz on passing downs. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Southem California was the only 
Pac-10 team that allowed fewer yards than the Beavers last season, and 
OSU ranked first in pass-etficiency defense. With so many changes in 
store, don't expect a repeat performance. Linebackers Trent Bray and 
Keith Blison are among the league's best, and that’s a nice way to start 
rebuilding any defense. But strong safety Sabby Piscitell is the only 
returing starter in the secondary, and there are questions up front. 
There's no obvious heir to Bill Swancutt at end, and both of the starting 
tackles have had recent off-field issues. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The specialists are fine. Kicker Alexis Serna 
went from being the goat of the season-opening LSU loss to one of the 
nation’s most accurate kickers last year, and punter Sam Paulescu made 
the adjustment from junior college with hardly a shank. The Beavers 
remained weak in returns and coverage, ranking ninth or 10th in the 
league in every category except net punting. Those problems were one 
reason OSU finally made special teams coordinator a full-time position 
and handed the duties to Bruce Read. 


COACHING STAFF Entering the third year of his second tenure 
at OSU, Mike Riley had to restock his coaching staf after half of his 
assistants left-which was troubling because many made what appeared 
to be lateral moves. The offensive staff was completely revamped, with 
Danny Langsdorf, formerly the receivers coach of the New Orleans 
Saints, hired as coordinator. The Beavers also hired new position 
ccoaches for the offensive line (Mike Cavanaugh) and linebackers (Robin 
Ross) and moved Jim Gilstrap (running backs) and Lee Hull (receivers) 
to new spots. 


BOTTOM LINE Unless one of the quarterbacks delivers immediate 
ly,a tailback is found, the comerbacks develop and the defensive line~ 
men get themselves in good standing, this could be a difficult year for 
the Beavers. They won't play league behemoth Southem California but 
could enter the Pac-10 season with a losing record after playing Boise 
State and Louisville in September. ~B.C. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 28 Mike Hass* 
3 Josh Hawkins 
IT 61 Adam Koets* 
76 Tavita Thompson 
6 62 Jeremy Perry 
66 Andy Levitre 
c 75 Kyle DeVan 
51 Adam Speer 
RE 67 Roy Schuening* 
65 Andy Levtre 
69 Josh Linehan* 
72 Tavita Thompson 
TE 89 Joe Newton” 
83 Dan Haines 
WR 7 = Anthony Wheat-Brown* 


19 Sammie Stroughter 


WR 16 Marcel Love” 
82 Brandon Powers 
QB © 10 Ryan Gunderson 
8 Matt Moore 
RB 26 Yvenson Bemard 
18 Jimtavis Walker 
K 13. Alexis Sema* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 2% Joe Lemma” 
95 Joe Rudulph 
T ST _ Ben Siegert* 
$1 Naymon Frank: 
T 89° Sir Henry Anderson 
982 Alvin Smith 
E 49 Jeff Van Orsow 
95 Joe Rudulph 
WLB 21 Chaz Scott* 
42 Andy Darkins 
MLB 44 Trent Bray” 
46 Alan Darlin 
SLB 4 Keith Elison™ 
45 Derrick Doggett 
CB 9 Gerard Lawson 
3 Bryan Payton 
SS 24 Sabby Pisciteli” 
38 Daniel Drayton 
FS 7 Lamar Herron 
43. Eric Anderson 
CB 34 Keenan Lewis 
15 Kellen Marshall 
P = 35 Sam Paulescu* 
“Returning starter 


56 


wt 
208 
106 
21 
238 


Cougars data 
Stadium: Martin (artificial, 35,117) 
Site: Pullman, Wash. 
Coach: Bill Doba (15-9, 2 years; 
ith year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Levenseller (5th year; 
‘14th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Robb Akey 
(3rd year, 8th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2002 (tie) 
Last bow! appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank; 38 
2004 record: 5-6; Pac-10; 3-5/7th 
Website: wsucougars.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 1_ Idaho” 
Sept.9 at Nevada** 

17 Grambling State* _ 
___at Oregon State 
0 ___ @ Stanford 
Oct.15 UCLA 

California 


wrsday **Friday 
‘at Qwest Field, Seattle 

Toughest game @ Must win 

‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
at Now Mexico, 
Colorado* 
Idaho . . 
at Arizona, 


at Arizona State . 
Washington .. 
“at Seattle 


WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Nobody likes to spread the field 
as much as the Cougars~and few teams do it as well. Washington 
State seams to feed off the mentality of being an underdog on the 
attack, The team is better equipped this season with the receiving talent 
to consistently use three or four wideouts. And having two experienced 
quarterbacks to run the show wil give the Cougars more options. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Not many teams have a backup 
quarterback who started five games last season, The Cougars do in 
sophomore Alex Brink, who probably wasn't ready to take over when 
Josh Swogger was injured but now will challenge Swogger for the 
starting role, Jerome Harrison's late-season surge convinced the 
Cougars that they are set at tailback, but his health will be a concer 
because his likely backups are two true freshmen, Either quarterback 
should benefit from a group of receivers led by Jason Hil, who aver- 
aged 22.4 yards per reception last season, and the equaly elusive 
Michael! Bumpus. Allleague candidate Troy Bienemann is back at tight 
end after an injury-marred 2004 season, The Cougars do need to find a 
couple of tackles, though one is likely to be Bobby Byrd, who will move 
from guard after a standout freshman season, Center Nick Mihlhauser 
anchors a strong interior line, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Much like the offense, the 
defense employs an aout, attacking style. Making it work usually starts 
with speed on the ends, and the Cougars have it. They also have sawy 
linebackers who know when to take chances. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Atter being limited by injuries last 
season, middle linebacker Will Derting is healthy and might move back 
to the outside, where he was a game-turning player two years ago, 
Opposing offensive tackles will lose sleep thinking about Derting along 
with ends Adam Braidwood and Mkristo Bruce coming from the outside 
on blitzes and stunting on run plays. The front seven will need to wreak 
havoc while the Cougars attempt to rebuild their secondary around cor- 
nerback Alex Teems. Husain Abdullah, who showed promise at safety in 
limited role during his freshman season, could be an up-and-comer, 


SPECIAL TEAMS Even while averaging 43.1 yards last season, 
punter Kyle Basler wasn't the force he had been the previous year, 
though part of that could be attributed to the Cougars’ problems at 
deep snapper when Bienemann was out with injuries. Expect Basler to 
be one of the league's best in his senior season, particularly if the 
snaps are true and on time. The Cougars made the fewest field goals 
in the league last year, a meager sit, and Loren Langley lost his job 
before the season was over, He'll need to prove himself early this sea- 
son. Bumpus gives the Cougars a great threat on returns, and the 
aggressiveness of the WSU players is a benefit on coverage units, 
which remain a strength, 


COACHING STAFF Bill Doba and his assistants couldn't over- 
come the inexperience and injuries that haunted the Cougars during a 
5:6 season that ended three consecutive years of 10 wins for WSU, but 
this is a solid group that includes a core of WSU graduates who under 
stand how to recruit in Pullman, The trick this year will be for the coach- 
es to build on the Cougars’ 2-1 finish to last season, which included a 
win at UCLA and a victory over Washington in the Apple Cup. 


BOTTOM LINE Expect this team to rebound. The Cougars open 
with Idaho, Nevada and Grambling State and have eight days to prepare 
between each of those games. Then comes an off-week before a trip to 
Oregon State and a visit from Stanford, That could add up to a 6-0 start 
before things get tough with UCLA, California and USC on consecutive 
Saturdays in October. Somewhere in the final six games, there will be 
that one more win that will provide the Cougars a bow! berth, ~B.C, 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WAR 83 Jason Hil® 
19 Greg Prator 
{T 70 Bobby Byrd 


71 Spencer Holison 
Sean O'Connor 
65 Eddie Vickers 

66 Nick Mihlhauser* 
61 Josh Duin 

Norvell Holmes* 
78 Riley Fitt-Chappell 
55 Charles Harris, 


72 Andy Roof 

TE 81 Troy Bienemann* 
80 Cody Boyd 

WA 2 — Chris Jordan* 


88° Trandon Harvey 
Josh Swogger* 

10 Alex Brink 
AB Jerome Harrison® 

29 Brandon Asuega-Stark 
SB 5 — Michael Bumpus* 

8 Marty Martin 


K 27 Loren Langley* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 94 Mkristo Bruce* 
82 Adam West 
T 40° Aaron Johnson 
79 Bryan Olson 
T 75 Ropati Pitoitua* 
19 Odell Howard 
E 13 Adam Braidwood 
54 Paul Stevens 
WLB 49 Steve Dildine* 
17 Alexis Alexander 
MLB 1) Will Derting* 
56 Chis Baltzer 
SLB 42 Scott Davis* 
39 Brian Skjei 
CB 32 Wally Dada 


12 Tryon Brackenridge 


SS 37 Eric Frampton 
24 Christian Bass 

FS 23° Husain Abdullah 
30 Jeff Mui 

CB 21 Alex Teems* 
25 Don Turner 

P 8 Kyle Basler* 


“Returning starter 


24 
314 


307 


4 


245 


255 
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Huskies data 
Stadium: Husky (artificial, 72,500) 
Site: Seattle 
Coach: Ty Willingham (1st year; 
65-51-1 overall, 10 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Tim Lappano (1st year) 
Defensive coordinator: Kent Baer 
(ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2000 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 47 
2004 record: 1-10; 
Pac-10; 0-8/10th 
Website: gohuskies.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 
Sept. 3. Air Force* 
Sept. 10 California 
Sept. 17 Idaho 


Sept. 24 Notre Dame 


Oregon s 
at Arizona 


Yat Qwest Field, Seattle 
Hi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Fresno State. 
UCLA... 
at Notre Dame, 
at Stanford . 
San Jose State 
Oregon State « 
at USC... 


at Oregon 31-6 
Arizona 23-13 
Califor 142412 
at Washington State. : 


118 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Huskies will run a combina- 
tion of the West Coast offense new coach Tyrone Willingham favored in 
previous stints at Stanford and Notre Dame and the system coordinator 
Tim Lappano worked with as an assistant for the San Francisco 49ers 
the past two seasons, Lappano also has worked in offenses that were 
more wide-open-under Mike Price at Washington State and Dennis 
Etickson at Oregon State-so it won't be a surprise if the Huskies play 
to their depth at wide receiver. With the option now out of vogue in 
Seattle, Isaiah Stanback is less likely to be the quarterback than pocket 
passer Johnny DuRocher, a transfer from Oregon. Holdovers Casey 
Paus and Car! Bonnell offer something in between, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Once the Huskies settle on a 
quarterback, they'll need to decide if they want to stick with last year's 
starter, Kenny James, at running back, If Chris Singleton stays healthy, 
hel likely challenge James, Plus, highly touted recruit .R, Hasty might 
end up at running back. There should be some running room, with five 
players who each started at least five games returning on the line and 
former tight end Joe Toledo moving to tackle to add depth, The key 
mmight be the development of the wide receivers, with the likes of sopho- 
mores Craig Chambers, Charles Smith and Corey Willams and junior 
Sonny Shackelford due to turn potential into performance. Pius, 
Stanback could end up at receive. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Huskies wil ine up in the 
4-8, which Kent Baer used as Wilingham’'s coordinator at both Stanford 
and Notre Dame, so Washington won't look much different from last 
season. There js likely to be more situational substituting because the 
Huskies have depth, Nine starters and most ofthe key reserves are 
back, and the secondary could be bolstered by transfers, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Manase Hopoi, whether he plays 
end or tackle, offers one of the league's best combinations of pass-rush- 
ing and run-stopping abilty. He leads a deep group of linemen, 
Linebackers Joe Lobendahn, Evan Benjamin and Scott White are experi 
enced, and a standout player could emerge from the group. Free safely 
Dashon Goldson is an anchor in the secondary, but the Huskies will 
struggle against good passing teams unless Roy Lewis (San Jose 
State), Chris Handy (Nevada) or Qwenton Freeman (Pasadena 
Community College)-all transfers—delivers, 


SPECIAL TEAMS Overlooked during Washington's struggles last 
season were punter Sean Douglas averaging 42.6 yards and kicker Evan 
Knudson making 7 of 10 field-goal tries. The key to the rest of the spe- 
cial teams is likely to be Bob Simmons, the new coordinator. The Huskies 
have enough young talent that they should improve on last season's 
rankings of 10th in the league in punt retuns and eighth in kickoff retums. 


COACHING STAFF There was inital concern about the length of 
time it took for Willingham to hire his assistants, but his patience 
rewarded the Huskies with a solid staff that is both familiar with their 
boss and the Pac-10. The coordinators, Lappano and Baer, know the 
conference and have had success in previous positions, There also are 
three former head coaches who can step into any role assigned to them. 
The two holdovers, Chris Tormey (linebackers) and Randy Hart (defen- 
‘sive line), coach the two units that had the most success last season 
and should ease Wilinghams transition, 


BOTTOM LINE The Huskies will be better, which won't take much 
after a season in which they posted the worst record in school history 
and scored the school's fewest points since 1969, A winning season 
‘might be out of reach, unless Washington can sweep its September 
nonleague foes: Air Force, Idaho and Notre Dame all wll come to 
Seattle. -B.C. 


National rank 
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OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht = Wt. 
WR 3 Craig Chambers 63 200 
21 Sonny Shackelford = 6-2 185 
{T 75 Chad Macklin 68 305 
67 Joe Toledo 66 310 
LG 63 Clay Walker* 64 300 
58 Juan Garcia 63 308 
c 50 Brad Vanneman* 63 305 
51 Brandon Leyritz 63 310 
RE 61 Tusi Sa’au 62 320 
74 Stanley Daniels” 6-4 320 
RT 68 Robin Meadow* 6-6 300 
76 Nathan Flowers: 63 325 
TE 88 Robert Lewis 63 205 
85 Dash Crutchley 6-6 255 
WR 18 Corey Williams 6-2 190 
13 Charles Smith 60 195 
QB 12 Johnny DuRocher = 64215 
15 Casey Paus* 6-5 (225 
RB 8 Kenny James* 510 215 
42 Chris Singleton 60 215 
FB 22 James Sims* 6-1 205 
6 WEriks 62 235 
K 10 Evan Knudson* 6-0 185 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name it. Wt. 
E 97 Mike Mapuolesega* 6-3. 280 
41 Brandon Ala 6-3 245 
T 94 Jordan White-Frisbee* 6-6 330 
58 Jordan Reffett 6-6 300 
T 86 Manase Hopoi* 6-4 285 
74 Wilson Afoa 6-3 280 
£7 Greyson Gunheim* 6-4 245 
85 Caesar Rayford 67 230 
OLB 27 Evan Benjamin* 60 215 
47 Tahj Bomar 62 220 
LB 4 Scott White* 61 230 
34 Dan Howell 62 225 
IB 63 Joe Lobendatn* 510 230 
20 Kyle Trew B41 220 
CB 6 Matt Fountaine St 185 
31 Kim Taylor 60 195 
SS 1 CJ, Wallace” 6-0 205 
3 Chris Hemphill 66 25 
FS 8 — Dashon Goldson* 6-2 195 
15 Darin Harris 5 200 
CB 28 Roy Lewis Sl 185 
14 Wade Gurmett St 185 
P 1 Sean Douglas* 64 25 
“Returning starter 
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Wildcats data 

Stadium: Arizona (grass, 56,002) 
Site: Tucson, Ariz. 

Coach: Mike Stoops (3-8, 1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Canales (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Mark Stoops (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple/spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1993 (tie) 
Last bow! appearance: 1998 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 54 
2004 record: 3-8; 

Pac-10: 2-6/T8th 
Website 

‘www.arizonaathletics.com 


Schedule 

Date ‘Opponent 
Sept. 3 at Utah 
Sept. 10 I 
Sept. 17 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 


__ Stanford 


“Oregon 
Oct. 29 at Oregon State 
Nov UCLA 
Nov. 12 @ Washington _ 
Nov. 25 at Arizona State* 
Friday 
1 Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 
2004 Results 
Norther Arizona . 
Utah... 
Wisconsin ....... 
Washington State, 
at UCLA. 
at Oregon 
California, 
Oregon State . 
at Washington . 
at USC 


Arizona State 


g 
i 
H 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Wildcats couldn't fool oppo- 
nents with their multiple-spread offense as much as they liked last sea- 
son, largely because ther line wasn't physical enough to allow much 
time for passing, If the team can become tougher up front, Arizona's 
multiple formations and motion should disguise what the Wildcats wil 
do next. Offensive coordinator Mike Canales has the credentials to 
develop a high-powered offense, with experience at North Carolina 
State and BYU, and Stoops has given him latitude. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Retuming starter Richard 
Kovalcheck missed spring ball because of back surgery but is expected 
to return this fll to compete with high school All-American Willie 
Tuitama. Both are capable dropback passers. The backfield is strong, 
with halfbacks Mike Bell (speed), Gilbert Harris (strength) and Chris 
Henry (both) bringing different talents, All three might be on the field in 
‘some formations, Junior college recruit BL. Vickers is a potential receiv- 
cer upgrade, with size and good hands, Returning starter Syndric, 
Steptoe is a dependable playmaker, and Michael Jefferson and redshirt 
freshman Bobby McCoy could play key roles. At tight end, sure-handed 
Brad Wood is batting taller junior college transfer Brandyn McCall, On 
the line, center Kili Lefotu, tackle Peter Graniello and guard John 
‘Abramo best meet Stoops! requirements of size and toughness. Brad 
Bittain may find a role after moving from the defensive line. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 43 is back, but Stoops and 
his brother, Mark, hope it looks ifferent. They believed a major reason 
for the pass defense’s probloms last season had a lot to do witha fall 
ture to pressure the passer, They attempted to improve line play immedi- 
ately with a more demanding weight program but realized recruiting was 
critical, The Wildcats should pressure passers without having to bit. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Ends Marcus Smith and Copeland 
Bryan were blamed for Arizona's porous line last season. Smith has the 
talent to be much better with a tougher approach, but redshirt freshman 
Johnathan Turner might push Bryan. Junior college All-American Byron 
Smith is being counted on at tackle, There's plenty of talent at line- 
backer but litle experience. Dane Krogstad and Randy Sims had early 
leads for the outside spots. Sophomore Spencer Larsen, back from a 
Mormon mission, and Sean Jones, who has suffered from shoulder 
problems, should be factors. Highly touted freshman Adrian McCovey or 
redshirt freshman Ronnie Palmer could claim spots ths fall The defen- 
sive backfield is strong, with the team’s three top tacklers back: free 
safety Darrell Brooks, strong safety Lamon Means and comerback 
Antoine Cason, Another corner, Wilrey Fontenot, also started as afresh 
man last season, Safety Dominic Patrick showed promise in reserve. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Danny Baugher received plenty of work 
last season, with 74 punts and a 41,2-yard average, and the Wildcats 
need his experience to pay off. Kicker Nick Fok is back, as is Steptoe, 
who returned both punts and kickoffs, B.). Dennard will return kicks. 


COACHING STAFF The only move Stoops made was bringing in 
former Oklahoma standout quarterback Josh Heupel, who will coach the 
light ends. Stoops hired coaches with a variety of pro and college back- 
grounds last season, and his weltregarded 2005 recruiting class will 
upgrade the talent. The changes may nat make a huge difference right 
away, but Arizona fans are mostly just looking for signs of progress. The 
continued honeymoon should give the new-look Wildcats time to grow. 


BOTTOM LINE The positive change in attitude was probably the 
biggest change under Stoops last season after the John Mackovic deba- 
cle. The Wildcats won two of their final three games on what was the 
nation's toughest schedule. They probably still won't beat the .500 mark 
this time, but another win or two is likely. ~B.P, 


National rank 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name 
WR 2 Bu, Vickers 

9 Anthony Johnson 
IT 76 Peter Graniello” 

52 Bill Wacholz 
LG = 69 John Abramo 

51 Dillon Hansen 
© 66 Kili Lefotu* 

7) Erick Levitre 
RG 75 — Joe Longacre 

13 Eddie Rollmann 

‘72 Tanner Bell 

76 Brad Brittain 

87 —Brandyn McCall 

17 Brad Wood 
WR 1 Syndric Steptoe* 

84 Michael Jefferson 
QB = =—8 _Richard Kovalcheck* 

Willie Tuitama 

RB 1) Mike Bell* 

36 Gilbert Harris 
FB 48 Pedro Limon 

44° Paul Nichols. 
K 12 Nick Folk* 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name 
— 55 Marous Smith* 


53 Jason Parker 


NT 94 Byron Smith 
96 Yaniv Barnett 
T 56 Paul Philipp* 
54 Lionel Dotson 
E 49 Copeland Bryan* 
87 Johnathan Turner 
WLB 39 Dane Krogstad* 
40 John McKinney 
MLB 33. Ronnie Palmer 
38 Akin Akinniyi 
SLB 32 Randy Sims 
95 Sean Jones 
CB 3 Wilrey Fontenot” 
4 BJ. Dennard 
SS 20 Lamon Means* 


21 Michael Johnson 
‘Darrell Brooks" 
8 Dominic Patrick 


CB 8 Antoine Cason* 
4B, Dennard 

P48 Danny Baughier* 

*Retuming starter 
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Cardinal data 

Stadium: Stanford (grass, 85,500) 

Site: Stanford, Calif. 

Coach: Walt Harris (1st year; 
63-68 overall, 1 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Walt Harris 
(ist year) 

Defensive coordinator: Tom Hayes 
(Ist year) 

Offensive scheme: West Coast 

Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 1999 

Last bow! appearance: 2001 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 71 

2004 record: 4-7; 
Pac-10: 2-6/T8th 

Website: www.gostanford.com 


Schedule 


Date 


Opponent 


Oct. 29 UCLA 


Nov.5 mat USC_ 


Notre Dame 
Bi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


Nov. 26 


2004 Results 
San Jose State 
BYU. 
usc 
Washington . 
at Notre Dame. 
at Washington State 
Oregon 


Oregon State . 
at California 
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10. Stanfor 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coach Walt Harris showed 
in his previous jabs, including the previous eight seasons as head coach 
at Pittsburgh, that he knows how to run this version of the West Coast 
offense. The emphasis on an accurate passing game should play out 
well for the Cardinal, which has two quarterbacks with starting exper 
ence and its top three wide receivers back. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Trent Edwards has started 13 
games at quarterback over his first two seasons, but it will be a chal- 
lenge to hold off T.C. Ostrander, who started the final two games last 
season after Edwards was injured and had earlier nearly engineered 
‘comeback victories over Oregon and Arizona State. There are several 
inviting targets, including 6-7 Evan Moore, who gave up basketball at 
midseason to work with the new football staff. Also back are fellow 
starting wide receiver Mark Bradford and top reserve Justin McCullum. 
Top rusher JR. Lemon also retums. The line gave up too many sacks 
last season, but it does retum four starters. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Sticking with the 3-4 alignment 
the previous staff used makes sense because most conference teams 
use a 4-3, which means most opponents will have to adjust to the 3-4, 
and the scheme plays to the strength of the Stanford personnel, which 
numbers nine linebackers among the 22 returning lettermen on defense. 
In addition, there usually are more linebackers than linemen available 
during recruiting, 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The 3-4 counts on a strong nose 
tackle, which the Cardinal has in Babatunde Oshinowo, who has started 
the last 22 games, End Julian Jenkins is a fellow three-year letterman, 
but there's not much experience on the line beyond that. The best 
defender is outside linebacker Jon Alston, a good pass rusher who was 
among the conference leaders in tackles for lost yardage. The Cardinal 
should be solid on the inside with the talented Michael Craven and solid 
Kevin Schimmelmann, The secondary willbe the major question; only 
starting safety Brandon Harrison returns. TJ. Rushing, a standout kick 
returner, has experience at comerback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Rushing wes the league's best kickoff returner 
fast season, and opponents are likely to try to kick the ball away from 
him this season. Punter Jay Ottovegio was one of the best freshman 
punters in the nation; he averaged 41.3 yards and put 20 punts inside 
the 20. The Cardinal has a veteran kicker in senior Michael Sgroi, who 
bounced back from a subpar 2003 season and made 16 of 24 field- 
goal attempts, with a long of 50 yards. 


COACHING STAFF Haris put together a solid mix of assistants, 
bringing two with him from Pittsburgh, retaining three from the previous 
Stanford staff and going outside for the others, though one of them and 
‘one of the two who accompanied Harris from Pitt had experience at 
Stanford. Harris lost a couple of his initial hires to NFL jobs. The unex- 
pected departure of defensive coordinator AJ. Christoff to the 49ers led 
to the hiring of Tom Hayes, who hadn't coached since 2001 at Kansas 
but previously had experience in the Pac-10, including time as a coordi- 
nator at UCLA in the 1980s. The most important assistant this first sea- 
‘son might turn out to be Nathaniel Hackett, the son of former college 
and pro coach Paul Hackett. Besides coaching kickers and punters, the 
younger Hackett is the recruiting coordinator, and that will hold the key 
to the future, particularly because there were only 16 players in the 
school’s most recent class. 


BOTTOM LINE The Cardinal could go into October as one of the 
nation’s few undefeated teams ... because it only plays Navy and Cal- 
Davis in September. Staying out of the Pac-10 cellar and four overall 
victories would be an accomplishment, ~B.C. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 86 Gerren Crochet 
8 Evan Moore* 
70 Jeff Edwards* 
66 Michael Macellar 
16 59 Josiah Vinson* 
89° Preston Clover 
C71 Brian Head* 
60 Alex Fletcher 
RG 72 Mikal Brewer 
80 Alex Fletcher 
RT = 78 Jon Cochran* 
76 Ben Muth 
82 Patrick Danahy 
89 Michael Horgan 
WR 4 Mark Bradford" 
30° Marcus McCutcheon 
QB 65 Trent Edwards* 
13° T.C. Ostrander 
RB 3 David Marrerro 
8 JR Lemon” 
Fa 39° Nick Frank 
31 Kris Bonifas 
K 15 Michael Sgroi* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 82 Casey Carroll 
81 Panel Egboh 
NT = 96 Babatunde Oshinowo* 
‘75 Matt McCleman 
— 94 Julian Jenkins 
65 Gustav Rydsted 
OLB 37 Jon Alston* 
‘87 Emmanuel Awofadeju 
ILB 47 Kevin Schimmelmann* 
42° Michael Craven 
1LB 55 Michael Okwo 
48 Mike Silva 
OLB 20 Timi Vusu 
80 Udeme Udofia 
CB 35 Tu. Rushing 
14 Tim Sims 
SS 46 Brandon Harrison” 
28 Peter Griffin 
FS © 24 Trevor Hooper 
6 David Lofton 
CB 2 Nick Sanchez 
T Carlos MoFall 
P = 27 __ Jay Ottoveaio™ 
*Retuming starter 
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Conference rank 


SCOUTING AND TEAM REPORTS BY FREELANCE WRITER MIKE CHERRY 


Change abounds, but one thing is clear: Louisville is the team to beat 


© not pass by that vendor on 

]your way to the stands this fall. 

You can’t tell your 2005 Big East 
members without a program. 

Let's make this simple, Out for this 
season: Temple (banished) and Boston 
College (swiped by the ACC). In: 
Cincinnati, Louisville, South Florida 
(pilfered from Conference USA). 

That follows last season's member- 
ship shuffle in which two league pow- 
ers—Miami and Virginia Tech—left for 
the ACC. Meanwhile, Connecticut 
jumped aboard from the independent 
ranks a year earlier than originally 
planned. Therefore, just four members 
from the eight-team league that started 
the 2003 season remain—Pitt, West 
Virginia, Rutgers and Syracuse 

The good news is the league still 
owns one of six automatic berths into 
the BCS. The bad news is the confer- 
ence will have to keep hearing about it. 


ASCENDING 

Louisville Quarterback Sefan LeFors 
is gone from a program that is 37-16 the 
past five seasons. No sweat. In steps 
mega-talent Brian Brohm, a native son 
who figures to make good. Huge ques- 
tion: How long can the Cardinals keep 
Bobby Petrino? 
DESCENDING 

Cincinnati It might just be temporary, 
but the Bearcats lost 17 starters from a 
bowl-winning team. Still, this is a pro- 
gram that won a league title and had 
three runner-up finishes over the past 
five seasons. 


MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 
Andre Hall, RB, South Florida He 
gets a close nod over Pittsburgh wide- 
out Greg Lee and Rutgers back Brian 
Leonard. Hall, a former junior college 


transfer who flirted with 
turning pro, carried the 
Bulls’ offense a year ago 
when it was passing-chal- 
lenged. Hall ran for a 
school-record 1,357 yards. 


MOST OVERRATED 
PLAYER 

Ryan Hart, QB, Rutgers 
Lots of big numbers (6,155 
career passing yards), but 
few wins of importance (the 
defense deserves some 
blame) and plenty of inter- 
ceptions (44, vs. just 34 
touchdown tosses). 
BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Stefan LeFors, QB, 
Louisville LeFors was a 
record-setter, but Brian 
Brohm, a sophomore, has 
the credentials (the most 
decorated recruit ever to 
sign with the Cardinals) 
and bloodline (brother, 
Jeff, a Louisville assistant played in the 
NFL after starring for the Cardinals) to 
succeed. 

Dan Orlovsky, QB, Connecticut It is 
not like replacing Richard Hamilton, but 
Matt Bonislawski steps in for four-year 
starter Orlovsky, who was the first I-A 
face of Huskies football. Bonislawski, a 
6-4 junior, has thrown seven passes. 

Walter Reyes, RB, Syracuse He was a 
difference-maker, yet Damien Rhodes 
might be better. In addition to running 
for 870 yards last year, Rhodes is the 
Orange's leading returning pass catcher 
with 18. 

NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Courtney Denson, QB, South Florida 
The transfer from Auburn, where he 
‘was moved to 
defensive back, 
is expected to 
bring consistency 
to the Bulls’ 


offense. He's a 
terrific athlete. 


Jason 


big back with 


Offense 
Backfield WRs Line 
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speed, the true 


| 


freshman didn't 


Everyone is talking about College Football Insider Matt Hayes’ columns at sportingnews.com 


pick the Mountaineers over USC and 
Ohio State just to redshirt. 

Earl Heyman, DE, Louisville He's a 
local product who combines speed with 
size to be an effective pass rusher. He 
should have an impact this fall. 

BEST COACH 

Bobby Petrino, Louisville He has won 
20 of 25 games in two seasons and led 
the school to a final No. 6 ranking in 
2004, Louisville's highest ever. No won- 
der Auburn wanted this guy. 

BEST STAFF 

West Virginia With minimal changes 
among Rich Rodriguez's assistants, WVU 
is a combined 16-4 in league play the 
past three seasons and has won a share 
of each of the last two Big East crowns. 


COACH ON THE HOT SEAT 

Greg Schiano, Rutgers Four years, a 
12-34 record and no bowls for the New 
Jersey native, Could Bill Belichick turn 
this around? 


BIGGEST GAMES 

Notre Dame at Pitt, September 3 The 
Irish look for revenge after Pitt won in 
South Bend last year for the first time 
since 1986. 

West Virginia at Syracuse, 
September 4 A chance for new Orange 
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coach Greg Robinson to show he means 

business against a team that is breaking 

in a new quarterback. 
Louisville at West Virgi 


a Pos. Name,school =H Wt CL > Pos. Nameschool HW. Ch 
October 15 This shapes up asa Big East wR Greg Lee, Pit 62 200 Je : WR Joshua Tinch, Louisville 63 223° Sr 
title elimination bout. WR Tres Moses, Rutgers 510 191 Sc : WR Jason Wiliams, Connecticut 60 177 S. 
Pitt at Louisville, November 3 The TE Clark Hari, Rutgers 66 250 J, : TE Brent Celek, Cincinnati 64 250 It 
two league favorites meet on ESPN ona —T_ Travis Letfew, Lousile 64 301 Sz : T Grant Preston, Connecticut 64 307 Sr 
Thursday night. The Big East needs the 7 _—_—Charles Spence, Pit 65 330 Se i T Quinn Ojinnaka, Syacuse & a7 & 
eiomiaas G Dan Mozes, West Viginia 64 280 J. ? G Jeremy Shefiey, West Virgina © «63-290 J 
G John Giass, Rutgers 65 300 Sc : G  RenardoFoster, Louisville 67 327 hk 
BOWL BOUND C Jason Spitz, Louisville 64 308 Sr C Steve Franklin, Syracuse 65 321 Sr 
The BCS berth Louisville deserved QB Tyler Pako, Pit 62 220 J. : QB Bran Brohm, Lovisvile 64 224 So. 
last year finally will arrive. Pitt, West RB Comell Brockingion, Connecticut 60 192 J. : RB Michael Bush, Louisville 63 250 ht 
Virginia, Syracuse and UConi all RB Andre Hall South Florida 510 205 Sc : RB Damien Rhodes, Syrecuse 60 27 & 
should find postseason homes. DEFENSE : BEREse 
BEST BETS E James Wyche, Syracuse 66 267 Si: E — EhisDumenil, Louisville 60 256 Sr, 
After the first controversial play is E Adam Roberts, Cincinnati 63 275 S. : E Ryan Neil, Rutgers 63 260 Sr 
overturned, the Big East's decision to Hi ie oe oe ot = RS iH okvabeste a ie = = 
rc avious Stanley, : “ McPhee, Connecticut : r. 
enact instant replay for conference ie iene ie 60 245 J | LB JamesHargrave, Comectit 5-11 224 Sc 
games will be lauded. ... Syracuse's TB. Brandon Jonson Louie 65 218 St : LB Abe Brown Louisvile 64 230 
attendance will grow, as will the boo- LB Stephen Nicholas, South Florida «= 6-3-2295, ; «LB Kein Smith, Syracuse 62 298 J 
ing at Rutgers. ... The Mountain West CB Bemard “Josh” Lay, Pitt 62 195 Sr : CB Darelle Revis, Pitt 60 180 So. 
Conference will wonder what the Big CB Joe Porter, Rutgers 60 198 J. : CB William Gay, Louisville 5-11 182) dr. 
East has on the BCS operators. ... s Jahmile Addae, West Virginia 60 205 Sr. s Mike Lorello, West Virginia 61 200 S. 
No one will miss a trip to play before S Anthony Smith, Syracuse 61 187 S. ? S  TezMoris, Pitt 510 190 Se 
40,000 empties at Temple. ... Fans at SEGAESTS SRECIALATS 
West Virginia, Syracuse, Rutgers and K Josh Cummings, Pitt 511 180 Sz : K Matt Nuzie, Connecticut 511 200 dr 
Connecticut hope Boston College goes P Adam Graessie, Pit 64 220 J. : P Brendan Camey, Syracuse 65 202 dr, 
0-11. ... Casual college fans will won- KR Lay Taylor, Connecticut 56 161 So. i KR Montrel Jones, Lousvile 60 199 Sr 
der why Cincinnati-South Florida is a 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 


Big East game. TSN 


Offense: Greg Lee, WR, Pit 
Defense: James Wyche, E, Syracuse 


Offense: Jason Gwaltney, RB, West Virginia 
Defense: Nate Haris, LB, Louisville 


Best pregame atmosphere: West Virginia, Most disruptive end: James Wiyche, Syracuse 


1. West Virginia RB Jason Gwaltney was a top 
20 recruit nationally and could play this fall. The 
Mountaineers landed the top four in-state players, 


Best home-field advantage: Syracuse 
Worst home-field advantage: South Florida 
‘Strongest arm: Brian Brohm, Louisville 


Best run-stuffing tackle: Craig Wilson, West Virginia 
Hardest-hitting linebacker: Brandon Johnson, Louisville 
Fastest defensive back: Bemard “Josh” Lay, Fit 


Most dangerous scrambler: Couriney Denson, South Florida 
Fastest running back: Andre Hall, South Florida 

Best blocking back: Deon Anderson, Connecticut 

Most physical receiver: Joshua Tinch, Louisvile 

Surest hands: Greg Lee, Pit 


Coach on the hot seat: Greg Schiano, Rutgers 
Best coach: Bobby Petrino, Louisville 

Best offensive coordinator: Rich Rostiguez, West Virginia 
Best defensive coordinator: Paul Rhoads, Pittsburgh 
Best staff: West Virginia 


including athletic QB Nate Sowers. 

2. Pitt The addition of Miami native Conredge 
Colins, the nation's No. 8 fullback, was huge. QB Bill 
Stull and FB Emest Willams headline a solid group 


of in-state players. 
3. Louisville DE Earl Heyman could be a factor 
this fll, Junior college recruits OL Marcel Benson, 


DE Zach Anderson and LB Nate Harris should play. lope rato eas ners. 
4, South Florida Elusive QB prospect Carlton 1. Ande Hl, South oda, Se rT 
Hill, who had a scholarship offer from Miami, head- 2. Comell Brockington, Connecticut. Je. 412 


lines the class. OL Chris DeArmas could play this fall. 
5. Syracuse WR Lavar Lobdell bolstered the 


class, signing with the Orange after de-committing Shee Bash Laleale ae 
i bas Beep an eye/on. LBs Nike Stencak and Player, school, class G AtL Comp. Pct Int Yds. YdsJ/att. TD Rating NCAA rk. 
2 1. Tyler Palko, Pitt, J 12 409 230 562 7 3067 75 24 1852 33 
6. Rutgers Jerome Messam, a running back with 2. Ryan Hart, Rutgers, Sr. 11 45320565119 «3154 7017-12768 «62 
great size and speed, could play a lot this fal 3. Perry Patterson, Syracuse, J 12289 168 581 10 1851 64 7 118079 
Rutgers signed five offensive linemen, with Dave 4. Pat mist, South Ford, 1147 118 4781570 6A 7104093. 
Cian thet heselinet af the. group: 5. Béan Brohm, Louisville’ 10 98 66 6732 819 as D537 — 
7. Connecticut Kitt Pommells could play right RECEIVING 
away at wide receiver or safety. WR Todd Dorcelus Player, sciool, class G__Rec. Yds. Long _TD__RPG _YPR_YPG_NCAArk. 
and C Joe Akers should become solid players. 1. Greg Lee, Pitt, J 12___68_1,297 7 10 57 191 1081 6 
8. Cincinnati Junior college OB Nick Davila, a 2. Cer Hess, Rutgers. i ii__58 75 58 5 48 137 659 59 
natural dropback passer, was a bright spot. DE Curtis —*-/s8on Willams, Connecticut. Si. 12__44 _661__90 _4 87 180 551 _91 
Smith and TE Kazeem Ali could be sleepers. 4. Brian Leonard, Rule. fo 61 518 55 2 61 95 518 - 
5. Montrell Jones, Loutsvile’, Se. 1297 564? 152420 — 


CHRIS WALLACE, RIVALS.COM 
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“A member of Conference USA in 2004 


1. Louisville 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Cardinals’ wide-open attack under head 
coach Bobby Petrino and coordinator 
Paul Petrino—Bobby's brother—is not 
expected to slow much, because many 
of this year’s new starters received sig- 
nificant playing time as backups last 
season, Sophomore quarterback Brian 
Brohm, who threw 98 passes in a 
reserve role in '04, should be comfort- 


Schedule 
Date 
Sept. 4 


‘Opponent 
at Kentucky* 


Sept. 17 _& Oregon State 
Sept. 24 _ at South Florida 
Oct. 1 Florida Atlantic 
Oct. 8 North Carolina 
Oct. 15. wat West Virginia 
Oct, 22 at Cincinnati 

Nov. 3 @ Pitt™ 

Nov. 11 Rutgers * 

Nov. 26 Syracuse 

Dec. 3 at Connecticut 


*Sunday **Thursday “Friday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
Kentuoky . 

at AMY ose... 
at North Carolina. . 
East Carolina . 
at Miami 
South Florida 
at Memphis 
TOUS an 


at Tulane, 
Boise State’ 
“Liberty Bow! 


two interceptions last season) is injured 
and freshman Davis Manning must step 
in, The Cardinals' top receiving target 
last season, wideout J.R. Russell, is 


able during his 
first season as a 
starter, He will 
benefit from 
having an 
experienced 
line in front of 
him. Louisville 
kept throwing 
the ball last 
year even after 
building big 
early leads—the 
Cards averaged 
30 pass attempts 
en route to lead- 
ing Division I-A 
in scoring (49.8 
points per 
game) and total 
offense (539 
yards per 
game) 

SKILL 
POSITIONS 
Quarterback 
Stefan LeFors 
has moved on to 
the NFL, but 
Louisville will 
be fine at the 
position unless 
Brohm (six 
touchdowns, 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


gone, but there appear to be plenty of 


candidates to replace him as the go-to 
guy. Montrell Jones, a senior, is a deep 
threat, and senior Broderick Clark, who 


averaged 16.3 yards a catch in '04, is 
reliable. Joshua Tinch, who is coming 
off a strong spring, also should be a 
favorite Brohm target. Leading rusher 
Eric Shelton will be replaced by 6-3, 
250-pound junior Michael Bush. Bush is 


National rank @E) 


Leffew, an 


indidate, 
leads a 
rugged 
offensive 
line. 


can do a lot with at running back, according to personnel groupings. Whenever he's in the game, it's difficult 
because you don't know if they're going one-back, two-back or no back. You have to study a lot of film to see 
how and when they use him. ... Their defense is going to attack you and is tough to deal wih because they have 
such great athletes. ... Bobby Petrino has a real good offensive mind, and he puts the kids in great situations, 
He has done a great job recruiting. They're now competing against some of the top programs for top players. 
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a load to stop, and he has good speed. 
Backup Kolby Smith, a junior, is fast— 
and 35 pounds lighter than Bush at 215. 


OFFENSIVE LINE This is Louisville's 
best group, with four returning starters. 
Tackle Travis Leffew and center Jason 
Spitz are All-American candidates. 
Spitz is moving over from guard. Leffew 
has started 38 consecutive games. Next 
to Spitz will be 348-pound junior guard 
Kurt Quarterman. Junior guard Renardo 
Foster, who missed spring workouts 
while recovering from a knee injury suf- 
fered last season, is another talented 
veteran. He's shifting from tackle. 
Jeremy Darveau filled in for Foster at 
tackle in 2004 and thrived. A new tight 
end is needed; Gary Barnidge, who 
caught four touchdown passes in a 
reserve role, should fill in. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Cardinals became more physical and 
faster on defense in 2004. The chal- 
lenge this season will be to keep 
improving despite losing six starters, 
including three defensive backs. 
Louisville, however, has significant tal- 
ent at linebacker and along the line; 
pressure by the front seven will help the 
new secondary in its development. The 
Cards recorded 37 sacks in 2004. 


FRONT SEVEN Senior end Elvis 
Dumervil should dominate along the 
front. He's a high-energy player who is 
helped by his low base (he's listed as 
6-0). The most experienced returning 
tackle is senior Montavious Stanley. 
Sophomore end Brandon Cox could be 
a budding star. Linebackers Brandon 
Johnson, a senior, and Abe Brown, a 
junior, are active tacklers and have big 
wingspans. The Cardinals need to find 
a replacement for Robert McCune in 
the middle. Junior college transfer Nate 
Harris finished the spring No. 1 on the 
depth chart, followed by sophomore 
Matt Sanders. The staff also is confident 
in the abilities of redshirt freshman 
Johnnie Burns. 


SECONDARY This might be the area 
for opponents to attack this year. Only 
junior cornerback William Gay returns. 
The Cards’ biggest task will be replac- 
ing all-Conference USA free safety 
Kerry Rhodes. Look for the Sharp broth- 
ers, juniors Antoine and Brandon, to 
step in, Brandon is battling Jonathan 
Russell at free safety. Antoine, who 
once played receiver at Florida, could 
start at strong safety over Terrance 
Butler. The other cornerback spot could 
be manned by one of two redshirt fresh- 
men, Rod Council or Deon Palmer. 
Council is considered the better athlete 
and ready to step in. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter is a possible 


question mark because the team must 
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replace Brent Moody, who transferred 
to Florida State. Sophomore Todd 
Flannery, who handled kickoffs last sea- 
son, is his likely replacement. Arthur 
Carmody set an NCAA record last sea- 
son as a redshirt freshman by making 
77 consecutive extra-point kicks. He 
also made 12 of 15 field-goal tries, and 
two of the misses were blocks. 
Louisville also is loaded with return 
men—Jones will handle punt returns, 
and Clark and sophomore receiver 
Harry Douglas will be back for kickoff 
returns. 


COACHING STAFF The challenge for 
Bobby Petrino will be making sure his 
Cardinals deal with the pressure of 
playing in a BCS league. There will be 
more scrutiny and higher expectations 
now, something good programs learn to 
handle. Louisville rarely has enjoyed as 
much preseason hype in football. If the 
Cards take the Big East in 2005, it 
might be difficult for the school to keep 
Petrino, 44, from leaving for a larger 
program. 


BOTTOM LINE Few schools have had 
the opportunity to hit a new league run- 
ning the way Louisville does. The 
Cards, however, do need to learn their 
new opponents and their tendencies. 
Conference title contenders Pitt and 
Syracuse have to come to Louisville, but 
four of the Cards’ seven league games 
are on the road, including a trip to West 
Virginia. Still, this is a confident team 
and one capable of winning the Big 
East crown on its first try. 


Cardinals data 

Stadium: Papa John’s Cardinal (artificial, 42,000) 

Site: Louisville, Ky. 

Coach: Bobby Petrino (20-5, 2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Paul Petrino (3rd year, 
6th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Mike Cassity (2nd year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 (C-USA) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1997 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 22 

2004 record: 11-1 (beat Boise State in Liberty 
Bowl); C-USA: 8-0/1st 

Website: www.UofLsports.com 


Returning leaders 

fing m 10 
Michael Bush 132 T 
Kolby Smith a 347 94 4 
Reggie Bradshaw 


Receh Re Y 
Montrell Jones: 37564 
Joshua Tinch 36 510 


Broderick Clark 


XPA FEM 


Tackles 
Brandon Johnson 


46 


Eis Dumervil 2 
Montavious Stanley 19 = TI 


‘Sacks: Dumervil (10) 
Interceptions: Johnson (2) 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 86 = Montrell Jones* 60 199 Sr. 
7 Mario Urruttia 66 220 Fr. 
tT 78 Travis Leffew* 64 3 Sr. 
72 _ Breno Giacomini 67 280 Fr. 
LG 79 -Renardo Faster 67 37 se. 
63 Danny Barlowe 65 290 So 
& 59 Jason Spitz” 64 308 Sr. 
7 Eric Wood 64 290 Fr. 
RG = 76 Kurt Quarterman* 65 348 ur. 
63 Danny Barlowe 65 290 So 
74 Jeremy Darveau* 67 32S. 
53 Michael Sturgeon 63 303) Jr. 
82 Gary Bamidge 66 230 So 
81 Scott Kuhn 65 255 So. 
WR 4 — Broderick Clark 60 185 Sr. 
85 Harry Douglas 51 70 So. 
WR 3 Joshua Tinch™ 63 223° Sr. 
80 Jimmy Riley B41 22 dr 
QB 12 Brian Brohm 64 224 So, 
TT _ Davis Manning 65 225 Fr 
RB 19 Michael Bush 63 250 Jr. 
33. Kolby Smith” 5 25 dr. 
K 18 Arthur Carmody 58 181 So. 
KR 4 Broderick Clark" 60 185 Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
E 58 Eis Dumervit* 60 256 Sr. 
95 Maurice Mitehell 63 267 Fr 
T 82. Montavious Stanley" 6-2 321 Sr. 
87 Brinson Harley 61 298 dr, 
T 81 Amobi Okoye 6413 
94 Adrian Grady 62 21 Fr. 
E 88 Brandon Cox 64 255 So, 
50 Chad Rimpsey 63 250 Sr. 
WLB 97 Brandon Johnson* «6-5 DIB Sr. 
6 Preston Smith B1 219 So. 
MLB 10 Nate Harris 61 200 dr. 
55 Matt Sanders 62 202 So, 
SLB 43. Abe Brown* B44 230 Jr, 
Tl Malik Jackson 62 230 So. 
CB 14 Rod Council 51 185 Fr. 
29 Deon Palmer 510 200 Fr, 
SS 5 Antoine Sharp 61 196 dr 
46. Terrance Butler 63 27 So. 
FS 35 Brandon Sharp S180 dr. 
13 Jonathan Russell 5-10 194 So, 
cB 21 Wiliam Gay* SM 182 dr. 
37 Marcus Folmar S15 Fr 
P36 ‘Todd Flannery 60 170 $0, 
PR 86 Montrell Jones* 60 199 Sr 


Panthers data 


‘Stadium: Heinz Field (grass, 65,000) 
Site: Pittsburgh 
Coach: Dave Wannstedt 
(Ist year) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Matt Cavanaugh (1st year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Paul Rhoads (6th year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro style 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1999 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 48 
2004 record: 8-4 (lost to Utah in 

Fiesta Bowl); Big East: 4-2/Tist 
Website: 

www.pittsburghpanthers.com 


Schedule 


Date Opponent 
It. Notre Dame 


yt. 24 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 
Oct. 15. 
Oct. 22 


Nov. 3 it 

Nov.12 Connecticut 

N A at West Virgir 

“Friday = **Thursday 

‘@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to be upset 

2004 Results 

Ohio. : W, 24-3 

12417 

-W, 41-88 (OT) 


at Temple... 

Boston College... .. W, 20-17 (OT) 
Rutgers . W, 41417 
at Syracuse... L, 38-31 (2 OT) 
at Notre Dame. W, 41-38 
West Virginia W, 1613 
at South Florida. LW, 4344 
Utaht.... L857 


‘Fiesta Bow! 


PITT MEDIA RELATIONS' 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Under Walt Harris’ leadership, 
the Panthers often were a pass‘ist team with an erratic running game. 
New coach Dave Wannstedt will change that some, though he has a 
playmaker in quarterback Tyler Palko. Look for Pit to display a more bal- 
anced attack and to try to develop some marquee backs. That, however, 
does not mean the Panthers will shy away from using one of their 
strengths, the deep, talented group of wideouts. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Palko emerged as arising star 
late last season as Pitt won critical games in the final minutes against 
Notre Dame and West Virginia. He threw just three interceptions in the 
final 10 games, There are plenty of targets for his often-hot lft arm. 
Wideouts Greg Lee and Joe DelSardo combined for 117 catches last 
season, Tight end Erik Gil, a proven receiver, also retums. With a new 
‘emphasis on running, Raymond Kirkley and Tim Murphy appear to have 
the edge at tallback. Yet freshman back Rashad Jennings, who enrolled 
in January, was impressive in the spring, Led by tackle Charles Spencer, 
three starters retum along the line. Qutside of Louisville, this group 
‘appears to be the best, most versatile offense in the Big East. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Wannstedt comes from a defen- 
sive background and realizes the Panthers need greater speed. With 
that in mind, he worked with many defenders to trim bulk. Nary an extra 
ppound will go unnoticed by Wannstedt, Last season, the Panthers were 
susceptible to the pass, so look for the Panthers to concentrate on 
improving the secondary and on attacking the passing pockets. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Panthers will be deepest at 
linebacker with all-league performer H.B, Blades in the middle, Ciint 
Session is a strong performer, and J.J. Home could grab an outside 
spot. The Panthers lost only strong safety Tyrone Gilliard in the second- 
ary. The comerback spots seem covered with two talented performers, 
Josh Lay and Darrelle Revis. Tez Morris has started 35 games at free 
safety. The interior line is Pittsburgh's biggest concem, with both start- 
ing tackles gone. To help there, Thomas Smith has moved from starting 
tend to tackle, End will look better if Azzie Beagnyam fully recovers from 
last year’s early season ankle injury. 


SPECIAL TEAMS This is another Panther strength. Both all- 
league kickers return-kicker Josh Cummings and punter Adam 
Graessle, who placed 17 punts inside the 20 in 2004. Cummings’ 18 
field goals tied Pitt's single-season record. Adding to the intrigue at 
kicker, however, is the return of 2002-03 kicker David Abdul, who 
missed last season because of injuries sustained in an automobile acci- 
dent, Both long snappers are back, not to mention the returners: Revis 
handled punts and Kirkley kickoffs last season. 


COACHING STAFF The Panthers suddenly have star power as 
alum Wannstedt returns home. He kept a mix of assistants from Harris’ 
staff to blend with his own hires. His offensive coordinator, Matt 
Cavanaugh, is another former Panther who previously coached in the 
NFL (most recently in Baltimore); his defensive coordinator, Paul 
Rhoads, served under Harris, This is Wannstedt first college head 
coaching job, but there is litle doubt the 53-year-old can handle the 
pressure after serving as head coach for the NFL's Chicago Bears and 
Miami Dolphins. Look for Pitt to become a more balanced offensive 
team with a quicker defense, 

BOTTOM LINE Pitt has the best returning talent of any remaining 
Big East team. The Panthers’ main task simply could be to not allow 
newcomer Louisville to grab the league ttle and accompanying BCS 
berth inits first Big East season, The Panthers (and the Big East) also 
would like to wipe off the remnants of the 28-point loss to non-BCS 
team Utah in the Fiesta Bow! 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 86 Greg Lee* 
48. Derek Kinder 
IT 56 Charles Spencer 
86 Jerald Robinson 
16 70 Dominic Wiliams 
67 Mike DeLuca 
G68 Joe Villani 
64 Chris Vangas 
RG 60 John Simonitis* 
71 Dave Weber 
75 Mike MoGiynn® 
76 Neal Tracey 
45° Erik Gill* 
84 Steve Buches 
WR 4 Joe DelSardo* 
87 Marcel Pestano 
QB 3 Tyler Palko" 
15 Joe Flacco 
RB 43 Raymond Kirkley* 
Rashad Jennings 
FB 23. Tim Murphy 
38 Kellen Campbell 
K 22 Josh Cummings 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 58 Joe Clermond 
98 Vernon Botts 
T 31 Phil Tilman 
Craig Bokor 
T 85 Thomas Smith* 
47 Nick Wiliams 
E 40 Chris Mokitlon 
54 Charles Sallet™ 
WLB 9 JJ. Horne 
34° Brian Bennett 
MLB 51 HB, Blades* 
44 Clint Session* 
SLB. 39 Deron Thomas 
40 Scott MoKillop 
CB 25 Darrelle Revis* 
21 Reggie Carter 
SS 10 Mike Phillips™ 
46. Sam Bryant 
FS 20 Tez Momtis™ 
35 Steffan Brinson 
CB 12 Bemard “Josh” Lay* 
5 Kennard Cox 
P 18 Adam Graessle 
Returning starter 


6-4 


51 


510 


62 


6-4 


235 


195 


BIG EAST 


125 


BIG EAST 


Mountaineers data 
Stadium: Mountaineer Field 
(artificial, 60,000) 
Site: Morgantown, W.Va. 
Coach: Rich Rodriguez (28-21, 
4 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Calvin Magee (2nd year, 5th at 
school) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Jeff Casteel (4th year, Sth at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 3-3 stack 
Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 15 
2004 record: 8-4 (lost to 
Florida State in Gator Bowl); 
Big East; 4-2/Tist 
Website; www.msnsportsnet.com 


Schedule 


Date 


Opponent 


Sept.4 at Syracuse” 
Sept. 10 Wofford = 
Sept. 17 at Maryland 
Sept. 24 East Carolina 
Oct. 1m Virginia ‘ 
Oct. 8 at Rutgers 
Oct. 15 Louisville 


*Sunday **Wednesday “Thursday 
Mi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance ta pull an upset 


2004 Results 
East Carolina, . 
‘at Central Florida, 
Maryland... 
James Madison 
at Virginia Tech 
at Connecticut. 
Syracuse . 
at Rutgers 
Temple... 


Florida State* . 
*Gator Bow! 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY In recent seasons, the 
Mountaineers have had a run-first, throw-second spread offense that 
was dictated by disappointing results at wide receiver, three years of 
erratic throwing by fast-footed quarterback Rasheed Marshall and strong 
running backs. With a new starting quarterback for the first time since 
2002, the Mountaineers again might rely on the run behind an experi 
enced line. Calvin Magee is listed as the offensive coordinator, but head 
coach Rich Rodriguez directs this offense. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The strength is a line that returns 
starting tackle Garin Justice, guard Dan Mozes and guard Jeremy 
Shetfey. Center Jeremy Hines was a 2003 starter as a freshman, The 
big question mark: Who will take over at quarterback? The staff likes 
sophomore Adam Bednarik, but he missed the spring after shoulder sur- 
gery. Other contenders include 25-year-old freshman J.R. House, a for- 
mer pro baseball player recovering from shoulder surgery, redshirt fresh- 
man Pat White and sophomore Dwayne Thompson, who moonlighted at 
wideout in 2004. Jason Colson and Pernell Willams combined for 207 
carries last season but could lose time to stud recruit Jason Gwaltney at 
tailback. There is experience at tight end with Josh Bailey. Brandon 
Myles-with six catches, the top returning wideout~is part of an 
unproven receivers unit. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Mountaineers have 
employed a 3-3 stack defense for several seasons, partly because the 
school was able to recruit more linebacker/strong safety types than 
dominating linemen. WVU has developed a reputation for a bend:but- 
don't-break unit under coordinator Jeff Casteel. The Mountaineers, for 
instance, permitted just eight rushing touchdowns last season. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The ability to stop the run will be 
challenged this year, with heavy losses on the line and at linebacker, 
Top returning linemen include end Keilen Dykes, who started last year, 
budding star tackle Craig Wilson and senior nose tackle Emest 
Hunter. Graduation took multi-year linebacker starters Adam Lehnortt 
and Scott Gyorko, Of those returning, Kevin MoLee, Jay Henry and 
Jeff Noechel need to show consistency. The team's biggest playmaker, 
cornerback Adam “Pacman” Jones, is off to the NFL, but two returning 
starters~safeties Mike Lorello and Jahmile Addae-and cornerback 
Anthony Mims provide experience. Dee McCann could take the other 
comerback spot. Ridwan Malik and Eric Wicks will battle for safety 
jobs. 


SPECIAL TEAMS This is a sore spot. By the end of 2004, both 
the kicking and punting had broken down. Andy Good took some late- 
season kicks and proved accurate. He will be challenged by incoming 
freshman Pat McAfee. Punter Phil Brady is back but faces a challenge 
from incoming freshman Scott Kozlowski, one of the nation's top high 
school punters. Jones was the Mountaineers’ top returner, but Antonio 
Lewis (punts) and Myles (kickoffs) have enough speed to replace him. 


COACHING STAFF Since the spring of 2003, the Mountaineers 
have had just one change on their staff: Butch Jones replaced Steve 
Bird this winter as receivers coach. Rodriguez has produced a com- 
bined record of 16-9 overall and two Big East championships the past 
two seasons, but the Mountaineers didn't win a bow! game in that span. 
There is no hot seat in Morgantown, but fans do not expect much slip- 
page in the new Big East, even with heavy personnel losses. 
BOTTOM LINE For the first time in the Rodriguez era, the team will 
‘ry to maintain rather than ascend. What is working in the Mountaineers’ 
favor this year is that its top two league games, Louisville and 
Pittsburgh, will be at home. This is a bow-quality team, but eaming at 
least a tie fora third straight Big East ttle could be just out of reach. 


Pos. 


WR 


RB 


38 


OFFENSE 


Rayshawn Bolden 
Brandon Myles 
Travis Garrett 
Chris Bassler 
Dan Mozes* 
Ryan Stanchek 
Jeremy Hines 
Zac Napier 
Jeremy Shetfey* 
John Bradshaw 
Garin Justice* 
Jake Figner 
Brad Palmer 
Josh Bailey 
Vaughn Rivers 
Joe Hunter 
‘Adam Bednarik 
Pat White 
Jason Colson* 
Permell Wiliams 
Owen Schmitt 
Brad Palmer 
Pat McAfee 


DEFENSE 


Craig Wilson 
Andrae Wright 
Emest Hunter* 
Pat Liebig 
Keilen Dykes* 
Johnny Dingle 
Kevin McLee 
Mortty ty 

Jay Henry 
Mare Magro 
Jeff Noechel* 
Bobby Hathaway 
Dee McCann 
‘Antonio Lewis 
Eric Wicks 
‘Akeem Jackson 
Jahmile Addae* 
Abraham Jones 
‘Mike Lorello” 
Ridwan Malik 
‘Anthony Mims 
Larry Wiliams 
Phil Brady” 


“Returning starter 


6-2 


61 
510 


641 


285 


240 


190 


195 


Orange data 

‘Stadium: Carrier Dome (artificial, 
49,262) 

Site: Syracuse, N.Y. 

Coach: Greg Robinson (1st year) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Brian Pariani (1st ye 
Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Robinson (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 50. 
2004 record: 6-6 (lost to Georgia 

Tech in Champs Sports Bowl); 

Big East: 4-2/TIst 
Website: www.suathletics.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 


Sept. 4 @ West Virginia* 
Sept. 10 


at Connecticut™™ 


Oct.15 Rutgers i: 
Oct. Pitt 
Oct, 29 Cincinnati 
Nov.. at Louisville 
“Sunday **Friday 


BW Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


at Purdue. 


at Buffalo 

Cincinnati, W, 197 
at Virginia . 131-10 
Rutgers W, 41-31 


Florida State 11713 
at West Virginia L, 27-6 
Connecticut. W, 42-30 


at Boston College 
Georgia Tech’... 
“Champs Sports Bow! 


4. Syracuse 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Goodbye, multiple schemes. 
Hello, West Coast offense. In its 14 seasons under former head coach 
Paul Pasqualoni, Syracuse often was a defensive coordinator’s night- 
mare. Opposing coaches had to prepare for everything from the wish- 
bone to pro style play-action. Along comes new head coach Greg 
Robinson from Texas, offensive coordinator Brian Pariani from the 
Denver Broncos and, with them, a new look for the Orange. An accurate 
‘quarterback and productive receivers are needed to make this work. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL No player's position with a new 
staff is secure, but it will be hard to unseat one of the best underrated 
backs, Damien Rhodes, who starred often even when Walter Reyes was 
healthy last season. The quarterback spot will be carefully watched until 
the season opens, Junior Perry Patterson started 2004's final eight 
‘games, but he proved only adequate. He is being challenged by sopho- 
more Joe Fields, who began last season as the starter just months after 
high school. Steve Gregory is the most productive retumee at wideout, 
but he has moved back to comerback. Led by center Steve Franklin, 
three starting linemen and tight end Joe Kawalewski return, which is 
good for a team likely to be better at rushing than passing early on. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Tacking 101 was the theme of 
spring practice, as Robinson, who also will serve as coordinator, tries to 
improve one of the worst defenses in the Big East. Syracuse suren- 
dered 51 points in its opener (Purdue) and bowl game (Georgia Tech). 
The team will operate from a 4-3 scheme and promises to be aggres- 
sive. There are talented individuals at many spots, so defense could 
carry the Orange as the offense leams a new system. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL There is talent in the front seven 
with potential star end James Wyche and linebackers Kelvin Smith, 
Kellen Pruitt and Jery Mackey, who missed spring practice but will be 
back in the fall. End Ryan LaCasse could be a passush factor. The 
secondary has a star in free safety Anthony Smith. Most are big play 
producers, but what the Orange needs is consistency. The further devel 
‘opment of promising players such as tackle Tony Jenkins and comer- 
back Tanard Jackson, plus the retum of Gregory to the defense, will 
help. One of Robinson's projects this spring was switching around the 
linebackers to make sure they were in their proper spots. 


SPECIAL TEAMS There are huge holes to fil here. For one, dan- 
<gerous kickoff retumer Diamond Ferris gone. Two, kicker Colin Barber 
finally graduated after what seemed like a decade's worth of booting in 
upstate New York. One of the Big East's top punters is back in Brendan 
Carney. He also has the leg to try field goals. The Orange has punt 
returer Landel Bembo back. Another unknown threat on special teams 
is Smith, who blocked three kicks last season. 


COACHING STAFF This is Robinson's first head coaching job 
after serving as an assistant in the NFL and in college. Several of his 
hires also worked with him in the NFL (for instance, Pariani) or at his 
previous place of employment, the University of Texas. An intriguing hire 
‘was former Texas quarierback Major Applewhite as quarterbacks coach. 
Applewhite dealt with an in-and-out-oftineup situation as a college play- 
er. It's good that he has that experience—he might be in the middle of 
that situation again this season as a coach. 

BOTTOM LINE The chance for a quick start to the Robinson era is 
there with three straight home games, including the league opener 
against West Virginia. This is an upper-division team in the Big East, one 
that has a shot to crack the top three in the league. If nothing else, 
Robinson's hire could renew fan enthusiasm for the Orange, which 
played before an average of 12,000 empty seats at the Carrier Dome 
last season. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WA 81 Tim Lane 
14 Quinton Brown 
1T 73 Kurt Falke 
TT Stephen Simms 
16 72 Jason Greene* 
59 Carroll Madison 
& 71 Steve Franktin” 
60 Justin Outten 
RG 68 Ryan Durand 
61 Mike Sklarosky 
69 Quinn Ojinnaka* 
64 Corey Chavers 
TE 85 Joe Kowalewski* 
88 Alex Shor 
82 Rice Moss 
7 Landel Bembo 
QB 10 Perry Patterson* 
5 Joe Fields 
RB 1 Damien Rhodes 
24 Jeremy Sellers 
FB 38 Breyone Evans 
48 Cory Brooks 
K 47 Brendan Camey 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
— 80 James Wyche* 
99 Comelius Campbell 
NT 85. Chris Thomer 
51 Tony Jenkins* 
T 70 Kader Drame* 
S1 Eugene Brown 
E 94 Ryan LaCasse 
98 Lee Wiliams 
WLB 92° Tommy Harris 
42 Luke Cain 
MLB 8 — Kelvin Smith* 
SI Jerry Mackey 
SLB 41 Kellen Pruitt” 


53 Jamar Atkinson 
28 Tanard Jackson* 
28° Thomas Whitfield 
Reggie McCoy 

28 Dowayne Davis 
20. Anthony Smith* 
33. Ben Maljovec 

15 DeAndre LaCaille" 
25 Steve Gregory” 
Brendan Camey* 


7 
= 


*Retuming starter 


BIG EAST 
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BIG EAST 


5. Connecticut 


OFFENSE Orlovsky, Orlovsky, Orlovsky. That's Dan Orlovsky. That's all anyone seemed 
to hear about UConn football the past few years, Well, the record-setting quarterback is 
gone, leaving junior Matt Bonislawski and redshirt freshman D.J. Hemandez to battle into 
‘August for that spot. Another match, this by more proven players, is at tailback, where last 
year's 1,000-yard rusher, Cornell Brockington, competes with former star Tery Cauley, who 
missed 2004 with a knee injury. The line has been shulfled; the two remaining starters are 
‘switching positions: Grant Preston (right to left tackle) and Craig Berry (right guard to right 
tackle). There were losses at receiver, but Jason Wiliams and his 44 catches are back. 
DEFENSE Linebackers Alfred Fincher and Maurice Lloyd combined for 257 tackles, 
last season. They are gone, along with talented defensive end Tyler King. Yet the Huskies 
are quick, and there stl is ample talent. Tackle Deon MoPhee and outside linebacker 
James Hargrave lead this group. The strength could be along the line, where four players 
with starting experience return. Free safety MJ. 
Huskies data Estep and cornerback Emest Cole are retum- 
Stadium: Rentschler Field ing starters in the secondary. But the Huskies 
(grass, 40,000) will be hard-pressed to find two linebackers as 
Site: Storrs, Conn. productive as Fincher and Lloyd were, 
Goach: Randy Edsall (32-37, SPECIAL TEAMS With the exception of 
6 years) a long snapper, the Huskies are fine here, 
Offensive coordinator: Kioker Matt Nuzie improved as the 2004 sea: 
Norries Wilson (4th year, son progressed, and Chris Pavasaris won the 
7th at school) punting job during spring ball. Diminutive Larry 
Defensive coordinator: Taylor is @ dangerous retumer. He scored on a 
Todd Orlando (1st year, kickoff and punt return last season, 
7th at school) 
Reena rari BOTTOM LINE Eight wins, including @ 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 bead acter Lia corn a song aceon ts 
Last league title won: 1989 the Big East in its first season in the league. 


6. South Florida 


OFFENSE Last season, the Bulls offense rightfully revolved around the legs of tai: 
back Andre Hall, who decided to return for his senior season. He could be the best back 
in the Big East, Despite the retum of starter Pat Julmiste, quarterback is not settled. 
Julmiste is being pushed by Aubum transfer Couriney Denson, who was a defensive back 
for the Tigers. Among the seven starters back is deep threat Johnny Peyton. The three 
starters lost were all on the line, but guards Frank Davis and Chris Carothers return. 
DEFENSE This group, mostly because of youth, took a beating at times in 2004. 
Eight starters return, however, including terrorizing linebacker Stephen Nicholas, Five of 
the top six linebackers are back. For the second straight year, the Bulls will be breaking in 
a new free safety. Former strong safety Danny Verpaele is expected to slide into that spot. 
Three starters return up front, as does quality tackle Tim Jones, who redshirted last sea 
son. To win in the Big East, South Florida must create more than the 11 turnovers it 
forced last season. Coach Jim Leavitt is most active wit this group. 


SPECIAL TEAMS No more 


Bulls data Gramaticas. Santiago Gramatica (2001-04) 
Stadium: Raymond James and Bill Gramatica (1998-2000) handled the 
(grass, 65,000) kicking the past seven seasons. Either walk: 
Site: Tampa ‘on Kyle Bronson or true freshman Mike 
Coach: Jim Leavitt (55-33, Benzer will take over. Punter Brandon Baker 
8 years) is back, but the Bulls need a new long snap- 


Offensive coordinator: TBA 
Defensive coordinators: 
Wally Burnham (5th year, 


per. Trae Wiliams takes over for Hall at kick- 
off returner, and Travis Lipp will handle punt 
returns. 


Gth at school); Rick Kravitz BOTTOM LINE Leavitt suffered just his 

(10th year) second losing season in eight years at South 
Offensive scheme: No-huddle Florida, and his first since the Bulls joined 

spread Division -A in 2001. The Bulls will be better 


Defensive scheme 


+3 this season and perhaps more balanced on 


: The team must fnd an adequate replacement 
Qe ae for strong:armed Orlovsky before it can think 
about reaching that level his season. A lt of 
talent left after 2004, but coach Randy Edsall 
has recruited well, and the Huskies atleast 
should contend for another bow tri. 


Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 65 
2004 record: 8-4 (beat Toledo in 
Motor City Bowl); 
Big East: 3-3/5th 


Last league title won: None 
Last bow! appearance: None 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 56 


offense with expected improvement at quarter: 
back. League powers Louisville and West 
Virginia come to Tampa this season, but non- 


Website: www.uconnhuskies.com 


Schedule 
~ OFFENSE 
Evie LE Pos. No. Name HL Wt ol 
Sept. 10 Liberty _ WR 83° Brandon Young 6-0 200 Jr. 
at Georgia Tech _ LT 78 Grant Preston” = 6-4 307 Sr. 
at Arm LG ST Matt Applebaum 6-4 283. 
Syracuse™* © 69 _Trey Tonsing 62 287 Fr. 
at Cincinnati AG 75 Bran Kersmane 6-5 709 So. 
Rutgers RT 72. Graig Berry’ 66 324 dr. 
STE 46 Dan Murray 65 244 Jr. 
lest Virginia WR 80 Jason Willams* 6-0 77S. 
at Pitt 0B 16 


Matt Bonislawski 6-4 207 Jr. 
Comell Brockington” 6-0 192 


} South Florida RB 33 


FB = 30 Deon Anderson 5 240 Sr. 

‘Thursday **Friday “Wednesday K 98 = Matt Nuzie* 5-1 200 Jr. 
2004 Results ROI hee hens 
E 40 Shawn Mayne” 6-3 243 Jr. 

T 76 Deon McPhee* 6-2 284 Sr 

T 93 Rhema Fuller 6-3 283) Jr. 

E 59 Jason Ward" 63 248 Jr. 

WLB 43 Ryan Henegan 61 232 So. 

MLB 47 — Taurien Sowell 60 236 Sr. 

i, SLB 32 James Hargrave* 5-11 224 Sr. 

42: CB 26 = Allan Barnes 60 190 Jr. 

at Georgia Tech L, 30-10 SS 38 Ricky McCollum 61 27 So 
Buffalo... W, 29-0 FS 35 MJ. Estep* 61 197 Jr. 
at Rutgers - CB 41 Emest Cole* 540 17 Jr. 
Toledo’. Pp 6 — Chris Pavasaris 63 215 Jr. 


*Motor City Bow! *Retumning starter 
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2004 record: 4-7; Jeague games at Penn State and Miami could 
C-USA: 3-5/T6th keep the Bulls from their first bowl game. 
Website: gobulls.usf.edu 
Schedule PROJECTED STARTERS 
Sept. 3 Penn State OFFENSE 
Sena oe Pavia Ae Wn 8" omy Poros” 65 15S. 
7 - nny ton* it 30. 
ersral eprtie WR 9 — Cedric Hill 63 20 Fr. 
Louisville LT 72 Jerome Springfield 6-8 320 So. 
at Miami — LG 68 Frank Davis* 6-4 310 Sr. 
at Pitt G61 John Miller 60 275 Sr. 
West Virginia RG 74 Chris Carothers* 6-3 200. Sr. 
ry RT 78 Mare Dile 6-4 25 Sr. 
sat Rutgers WR 83 Jackie Chambers 5-11 180 So. 
y - WR 81 SJ. Green* 63 210 Jr. 
= = _ GB 3 Pat Julmiste* 6-3 220 Jr. 
Nov. 26 at Connecticut ——=—sRB 2 Andre Hall* 5-10 205 Sr. 
pars K 35 Kyle Bronson 6-0 190 Fr. 
jesul 
EFENSE 
Pos, No. Name HL WE oh. 
E 45 Jon Simmons* «6-5 245 Sr, 
NT 94 Allen Cray” 6-0 265 So 
T 99 Tim Jones 63 275 Sr. 
E 56 Terrence Royal” 63 255 Sr. 
WLB 58 Ronnie McCullough 6-1 220 So. 
MLB 59 Ben Moffit® 62 230 So 
: SLB 51 Stephen Nicholas* 6-3 225 Jr. 
at Cincinnati CB 21 Trae Willams* 5-10 185. So. 
Memphis . SS 27 Johnnie Jones «63 205 Sr. 
Pitt... FS 1 Danny Verpaele* 5-11 185. So. 
CB 42 Duan Brown 5-1 175 Sr. 
P47 Brandon Baker 6-4 220 Sr, 


*Returing starter 


‘OFFENSE The Scarlet Knights return their starting quarterback for the past two sear 
ssons, their top five rushers and their top nine receivers. The team should be able to move 
the ball behind quarterback Ryan Hart, who accumulated impressive statistics last year 
(295-of-453, 17 touchdowns)—except for the interceptions (19). Fullback Brian Leonard is 
as valuable a receiver as he is as a rusher, Clarence Pittman and Justise Hairston are bat- 
tling for time at tailback. Wideout Tres Moses led the Big East in receptions (81) last sea- 
sson, and Shawn Tucker led the squad in receiving yards (726) in 2003 before an injury 
sidelined him for most of 2004. All-Big East tight end Clark Harris returns, along with 
three starters on the line, including all-Big East guard John Glass. 

(DEFENSE In four seasons under coach Greg Schiano, Rutgers has permitted an 
average of 32.4 points per game, The Scarlet Knights! ailment often has been a lack of 
speed. This unit a least has experience with seven starters back. All-Big East end Ryan 
Nell, end Val Barnaby and comerback Joe Porter lead the defenders. The team needs 


replacements at tackle, but the six linebackers 


8. Ci . ti 


‘OFFENSE The Bearcats have many spots open with the departure of eight starters on 
offense, but quarterback will be the most-watched area before the start of the season, 
Seven contenders will battle for the spot formerly manned by four-year starter Gino 
Guidugl. Those with an edge include junior college transfer Nick Davila and redshirt fresh- 
man Dustin Grutza, One of the best performers back is tight end Brent Celek, who caught 
eight touchdown passes last season, The Bearcats lost a 1,000-yard rusher (Richard Hall) 
and their top two wideouts from 2004, The only starting lineman who returns is left tackle 


+ Steve Eastlake, who has 24 straight starts, 


(DEFENSE Another rebuilding job. The Bearcats lost eight more starters on the defen- 
sive side, The unit will be built around senior Adam Roberts, who likely will move from 
tackle to end, Alter a strong freshman season, end Anthony Hoke could emerge as a star 
in 2005. All three of the 2004 starting linebackers are gone. Fullback Jon Carpenter, a 
special teams’ star last season, is moving to linebacker to help there, The secondary is the 


deepest group on defense, Comerback 


Antoine Horton and strong satety Dominic 


con the final 2004 depth chart return, led by 
Stadium: Rutgers (grass, 41,500) — Devraun Thompson and Terry Bynes, Schiano : 
has made this group his personal case, adding 


the role of coordinator to his duties. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS Again, plenty of expe: - 
rience in Piscataway, Jeremy Ito had a strong 
season for a freshman kicker, hitting six field- 
goal attempts from 40 yards or more, Punter 
Joe Radigan returns, as do kick returners 

Moses and Willie Foster. On paper, special 
teams looks fo cap a veteran team. 


‘BOTTOM LINE This program never 

seems to get over the hump. An impressive 
win (Michigan State last season) is followed 
by a tumble to al‘AA team the next week => 
(New Hampshire), The revolving door of assis- = 


Site: Piscataway, N.J. 
Coach: Greg Schiano (12-34, 

4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Craig Ver Steeg (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Schiano (Sth year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro style 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: 1978 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 78 
2004 record: 4-7; 

Big East: 1-5/T6th 


Stadium: Nippert (artificial, 35,000) 
Site: Cincinnati 

Coach; Mark Dantonio (7-5, 1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Don Treadwell (2nd year, 

3rd at school) 
sive coordinator: 

Pat Narduzzi (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2002 (tie, 

C-USA) 

Last time didn't go to a bowl: 

2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 88 


Ross combined for 14 starts last season. Like 
the offense, this is a group that has many 
questions, 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS Finally, an area with 
veterans who have performed under fire, 
Chet Ervin returns at punter, Kevin Lovell at 
kicker, Mike Daniols at retumer and even the 
long snapper, Patrick Farfsing, is back. None 
will be considered the best in the Big East, 
but at least the Bearcats do not have to 
rebuild here. 


‘BOTTOM LINE Coach Mark Dantonio 
produced a winning season and a bow! victory 
‘over Marshall in his first year at Cincinnati, 
Year 2, however, will test his abiities to rebuild 


Website: www.scarletknights.com 
‘Schedule 


Sept. 3. at INinois 
Sept. 10 Villanova 


tants (six new hires since the 2003 season 
ended) ruins continuity. The program has been 
to one bow game, the 1978 Garden State, 


PROJECTED|STARTERS 


Sep at Buffalo 
Sept. 30 Pitt” OFFENSE 
Qt. 8-__Weat iia Wa Tetses 50h 
Hiei SLE i TI Pedro Sosa 6-5 300 
Oct. 22 at Connecticut__ 7) Jeremy Zuttsht* 6-4. 205, 
Oct. 29 Navy C57 Joe Giacobbe 64 270 
Nov.5 South Florida 6 76 — John Glass* 6-5 300 
Nov. 11 at Louisville* T 79 Sameeh McDonald* 6-5 295 
N ‘incinnatl\ TE 81 Clark Harris 6-6 250 
Se Sinalanath WA 4 Shawn Tucker 6-2 205 
QB 13 Ryan Har 6-2 200 
2004 Results RB 2 Clarence Pittman 5-10 208 
Scat FB 23 Brian Leonard* 6-2 230 
Michigan State, . ; Bacay Geert et 60 
New Hampshire 1, 35-24 
Kent State . ! DEFENSE 
at Syracuse. . Pos. No. Name HL Wt, 
at Vanderbilt E 94 Val Barnaby* 6-5 270 
Temple r 98 Luis Rivas 6-4 285 
at Pitt. T 65 Cameron Stephenson 6-5 305 
West Virginia E 91 Ryan Neill* 6-3 260 
at Boston College, ote iime | ES! 8)! Terry Bytes om 2225 
at Navy « 154-91 4B 55. Devraun Thompson 5-N1 226 
Connecticut, 41-35 LB 38 Will Gilkison 6-2 230 
B24 =~ Joe Porter* 6-0 198 
Ss 43° Ron Girault™ 5-1 195 
$s 33° Jason Nugent 6-1 209 
CB 11 Derrick Roberson* 5-10 175 
P 30 Joe Radigan* 6-5 220 


*Retuming starter 


» Schedule 
ese tern] 


2004 record: 7-5 (beat Marshall 
in Fort Worth Bowl); 
C-USA; 5-3/T2nd 

Webssite: www.ucbearcats.com 


atter taking the hardest graduation ht of any 
Big East team, If this team retuns to a bow! 
this season, name him king of the Queen City. 


Sept. 1 Eastern Michigan* OFFENSE 
Sept. 10 at Penn State _-~=«~Pas. No. Namo HL Wt Cl 
WA 84 Bill Poland 63 201 db. 
LT 71 Steve Eastlake" 6-5 294 Sr, 
16 70 Ryan Brown 6-2 287 Sr. 
© 58 Matt Webster 63 284 Sr. 
AG 57 Jeff Reinstatler 6-2 287 Jr, 
AT 72 Digger Bujnoch 6-4 275 Se 
TE 85 Brent Celek* 64 250 Jb 
WR 22 Derick Ross 640 191 Sr, 
QB 4 Dustin Grutza 63 200 FF. 
RB 86 Doug Jones* 6-4 282 So. 
FB tl Bradley Glatthaar 5-11 215 So 
K 15 Kevin Lovell = 5-10 150. 
‘2004 Results DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
Menon E 12. Anthony Hoke 61 235 So. 
at aGuisl.cci hs T 61 Jordan Roth 62 215 So. 
Eset Cara Wooatg NT 88 don Newton 63 290 So. 
hoki bee ( E 94 Adam Roberts* 6-3. 275 Sr. 
UAB. 180-27 WiB 31 Jon Carpenter S-11-220. So 
at Amy . 148-29 MiB 52 Kevin McCullough 6-2 240. 
Memphis W, 49-10 Sip 10 Lamonte Nelms 6-3 210 Fr. 
TOU... W, 21-10 CB 5 Antoine Horton 5-10 185 Jr, 
at Southern Miss. W, 52-24 SS 49 Dominic Ross* 6-0 201 Jr. 
South Florida. , 45: FS 13° Haruki Nakamura 5-10 180. So. 
at Louisville CB 33 John Bowie S41 190 Jr 
Marshall* .. P12 Chet Ervin* 63 190 Sr. 


“Fort Worth Bow! “Returning starter 
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SCOUTING te Mimuntain West 


conference rank (74 


By Tony PHIFER, Fort CoLtins CoLoRADOAN 


With Utah reloading, the race to top of Mountain West is wide open 


lhe biggest problem the Mountain 
I West has in 2005 is coming up 
with a suitable encore. 

Utah proved last fall that the secrets 
of the BCS code can be unlocked with a 
combination of talent, coaching and 
scheduling. As a result, the league is 
$14 million richer and its reputation 
enhanced as an emerging force. 

Still, as almost always is the case with 
non-BCS schools, success usually is fol- 
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lowed by a massive talent migration. 
Not only did Utah coach Urban Meyer 
bolt for Florida, the Utes lost their two 
best players—quarterback Alex Smith 
(the No. 1 pick in the NFL draft) and 
wideout Steve Savoy—to early entry in 
the NFL Draft. So, the race for the 2005 
title is wide open. 

ASCENDING 


BYU Former defensive coordinator 
Bronco Mendenhall has promised a 


John Wadkowski’s 
12-yard TD reception 
was the difference in 
Wyoming’s bowl win. 


‘STEVE SPATAFORE 


return to glory—easier said than done at 
a school with high expectations and 
impatient fans, The Cougars have post- 
ed one winning record this decade 
DESCENDING 

UNLV Former Utah offensive coordi- 
nator Mike Sanford, John Robinson's 
replacement, has promised to light up 
the night in Las Vegas with his wild 
schemes, but it's going to take time. The 
Rebels have been to three bowls in their 
history. 
MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 

Jovon Bouknight, WR, Wyoming 
Lightly recruited out of high school in 
Denver, Bouknight has emerged as a 
dangerous receiver and kick returner. 


ALL-CONFERENCE 


OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt cl 
WR David Anderson, Colorado State 6-11 195 Sr 
WR Jeff Webb, San Diego State 62 200 Sr. 
TE John Wadkowski, Wyoming 64 259 Sr. 
if Ross Weaver, Air Force 67 295 Sr. 
T Mike Brisiel, Colorado State 65 305 Sr 
G Zach Gorham, UNLV 65 315 Sr. 
& David Ditkmaat, Utah 67 311 Sr. 
c Jesse Boone, Utah 65 303 Sr. 
QB Corey Bramiet, Wyoming 64 219 Sy. 
RB Dontrell Moore, New Mexico «510208 
RB Lonta Hobbs, TCU 510 220 Sr 
DEFENSE 
E Ranorris Ray, TCU 63 275 Sr. 
E —Manaia Brown, BYU 64 310 S. 
T Marcus Parker, New Mexico 62 269 S. 
T Stove Fite, Utah 60 322 Sr 
LB Mike Mohoric, New Mexico 63 240 Sr. 
LB Cameron Jensen, BYU 62 230 Jr 
LB Spencer Toone, Utah 62 235 Sr, 
GB Derrick Martin, Wyoming B11 189° Je 
GB Gabriel Fulbright, New Mesico 510170 Sr, 
S Ben Stratton, Colorado State 62 207 S. 
S Eric Weddle, Utah 60 200 Ir 
SPECIALISTS 
K Deri Yaussi, Wyoming S11 199° Sr 
P Tyler Gaus, New Mexico 6-2 205 Sr, 
KR Hoost Marsh, Wyoming 59 172 So. 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


Offense: DonTrell Moore, RB, New Mexico 
Defense: Spencer Toone, LB, Utah 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Nnamdi Ohaeri, RB, Colorado State 
Defense: Marvin White, SS, TCU 


Order our books and college football conference magazines at sportingnews.com/books 


Unit rankings 


three seasons on 
campus. 


Offense Defense Special BIGGEST 
-Backfield WRs Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall teams Coaches GatyES 
= 6 8 a4 2 
Utah at TCU, 
7? September 15 


7 
Bi 
5 


The Frogs test 
the waters in the 


4 4 
ay a Ege a ~ MWC against 
Se eee ae er oe the defending 
ere 8 8 8 champs on a 
a Ae ee a Thursday night. 
TCU at 
The senior has a knack for making big Wyoming, 


plays and catches. 


MOST OVERRATED PLAYER 

Justin Holland, QB, Colorado State 
He isn't so much overrated as he has 
been underused. He spent his first two 
years watching Bradlee Van Pelt win 
back-to-back MWC offensive player of 
the year awards. When he finally got 
his chance last year, he suffered an 
ankle injury in the sixth game that 
required surgery. He needs a big senior 
season to justify the huge hype sur- 
rounding his signing in 2000. 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Kirk Morrison, LB, San Diego State 
Senior Freddie Keiaho is being counted 
on to fill the shoes of Morrison, the 
MWC's best linebacker the past three 
seasons. 

Alex Smith, QB, Utah All Brian 
Johnson, has to do is replace BCS- 
buster Smith, a Heisman Trophy finalist. 
Johnson saw action last year as a true 
freshman, showing versatility. 

Paris Warren, WR, Utah Brent 
Casteel, a redshirt freshman who seems 
to be a good fit for the multi-faceted 
position, will be counted on to pick up 
where Warren, one of the MWC's top 
wideouts the past two seasons, left off. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Nnamdi Ohaeri, RB, Colorado State 
A transfer from UCLA, Oheari should 
give the Rams’ anemic running game 
an immediate boost. 

Reggie Turner, LB, Utah The junior 
college transfer, a big hitter, took part in 
spring drills and is ready to impact. 

Marvin White, SS, TCU This junior 
college All-American should fit in nicely 
with the Frogs and their 4-2-5 scheme. 
BEST COACH 

Rocky Long, New Mexico The Lobos 
have grown from perennial doormats to 
annual contenders under his watch. 
BEST STAFF 

Wyoming A big part of the Cowboys’ 
resurgence under Joe Glenn is the sta- 
bility and skill of his staff. 

COACH ON THE HOT SEAT 

Tom Craft, San Diego State He's still 

looking for his first winning record after 


October 8 This will be the Horned 
Frogs' first trip to Laramie. And, who 
knows, it could be snowing. 

Wyoming at Utah, November 5 This 
could be a de facto Mountain West title 
game. 

BOWL BOUND 

Utah, under new coach Kyle 

Whittingham, can start making plans. 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


Making the Utes even more attractive is 
the fact they have proved to travel well, 
bringing more than 30,000 fans to the 
Fiesta Bowl last season. It has been three 
bowl-less seasons in Provo, but keep an 
eye on BYU, which might be the league's 
surprise team. Colorado State should 
return to its winning ways after missing 
the postseason last year for just the fourth 
time in Sonny Lubick's 12 seasons. And 
TCU—which has gone to four bowls in 
five seasons under Gary Patterson—won't 
enter the league quietly. 
BEST BETS 

Utah won't run the table again. 
Plenty of recent victims of lopsided loss- 
es have the Utes circled on their sched- 
ule, ... TCU’s impact will be lasting. Not 
only are the Frogs legit, their presence 
opens Texas to MWC recruiters. ... 
Wyoming, which stunned Ole Miss last 
fall in Laramie, will get a dose of 
Southern inhospitality when it heads to 
Oxford on September 24. TSN 


RECRUITING ——RAKIWGUTNEDPEANS 


1. TCU The Horned Frogs stayed in Texas to land 17 
prospects, including blue-chip junior college SS Marvin 
White. CB Corderra Hunter and DT Lorenzo Jones are 
two players who could see the field this fall, 

2. San Diego State WR Tyrell Smith and 

DT Dallas Mauga are juco transfers who could contribute 
this fall. The Aztecs are high on WR Roberto Wallace, 
who passed on offers from Nebraska and Oregon. 

3. Utah WR Marquis Wilson is the headliner and 

OL Tony Bergstrom is a sleeper. Juco DL Soli Lefii and 
Tolifili Liufau will be counted on to contribute immediately, 
4, BYU OL Matt Reynolds tops a small but talented 
class. TE Vic So’oto and DT Russell Tialavea also are 
highly regarded prospects, 


5. New Mexico The Lobos need offensive linemen 
and signed seven, including G Phillip Harrison, 

QB Donovan Porterie is another reason for excitement, 
6. Wyoming Pro-style OB Karsten Sween should 
eventually become a starter, Juco DT Corey Mace will 
be expected to contribute this fall, 

7. UNLV The Rebels reeled in talented skill-position 
players in uco QB Jarrod Jackson and RB Torrie 
Coleman. OT AJ. Rodriguez also could play early. 

8. Colorado State The Rams failed to land any of 
the top 15 players in Colorado, LBs Jake Pottorf and 
Jon Radford are the best prospects, 

Air Force The Falcons do not release names of 
recruits. -CHRIS WALLACE, RIVALS.COM 


RUSHING 


Player, school, class 


G Att. Yds. Avg. Long TD _YPG _NCAArk. 


1. Dorrell Moore, New 11992 4,09: 615 24 
2. Lonta Hobbs, TCU’, Si. 8 125 647 61_10 - 
_8. Curtis Brown, BYU, Jt 11158 __789 436 80 
_4, Robert Merril, TCU", Jr. = 41179753 30 6 93 
-5. Shaun Carney, Air Force, So. 10_159__569 476 = 
PASSING 
_Player, school, class G Comp. Int___Yds. Yds/att. TD _ Rating NCAA rk. 
1. John Beck, BYU, Jr it j92 560 8 2563 75 15 1286 50 
2. Corey Bramlet, Wyoming, Jt 12 495 58413 2.408 12123059 
_8, Kevin O'Connell, San Diego State, So. 9 115 487 9 1,998 86 9101094 
_4. Kole MeKamey, New Metico, Jr. i 403491 9 1,272 61 6 1008 95 
_5. Shane Steichen, UNLY, Jr 9 187 92492 104011 _7 96398 
RECEIVING 
‘Player, school, class G Rec. Yds. Long TD __RPG _YPR_YPG_NCAAtk. 
1. Todd Watkins, BYU, Sr = 11__ 524,042,788 473 200 94713 
knight, Wyoming, J. jg 6a 1076591 75 28 20 
ferson, Colorado St, Sr. i157 940422518165 85593 
rey Webb, San Diego State, Sr. ii__71_ 863-58 GAS 12.2 78533 
5. Cory Rodgers, TCU*, Je he ee 2 16.0 _ 37 


"A member of Conference USA in 2004 


131 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


‘Utes data 
Stadium: Rice-Eccles (artificial, 
45,017) 
Site: Salt Lake City 
Coach: Kyle Whittingham 
(Ast year, 12th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Andy Ludwig (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Gary Andersen (1st year, 
8th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Pro style 
Defensive scl 4-3 
Last league title won: 2004 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 21 
2004 record: 12-0 (beat 
Pittsburgh in Fiesta Bowl); 
MWC; 7-0/1st 
Website: www.utahutes.com 


Sept. 1 

Sept. 10 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 


& Arizona* 


___@ Wyoming 
New Mexico 
JatByUs = = 


‘Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to be upset 


W, 41-21 


tate 
Colorado State . 


Team reports by Randy Holt, Rocky Moonta New 


‘OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY With offensive guru Urban Meyer 
moving on to Gator pastures, new coach Kyle Whittingham has selected 
Andy Ludwig to run his offense. Ludwig, an 18-year veteran of the col- 
lege game, helped to build potent offenses at Oregon and Fresno State 
by using a pro-style set with some triple option mixed in, He plans to 
incorporate that offense eventually, but for now, he likely will use a 
hybrid attack that pays homage to the Meyer-concocted spread offense 
for which the current players were recruited. 


‘OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Most teams would be devastated 
by the early departures of dfference-makers ike quarterback Alex Smith 
and receiver Steve Savoy. But Utah isn't most teams. Meyer brought in 
excellent recruiting classes, and Whittingham has kept it going. Smith's 
replacement is sophomore Brian Johnson, and in limited action as a true 
freshman last fal, Johnson did a fair impression of Smith, showing good 
passing and running ability and impressive poise. Despite Savoy's 
departure, Utah will be OK at wideout. The magic of 2004 continued 
into the offseason, when senior receiver Travis LaTendresse was granted 
‘an additional year of eligibility by the NCAA. The primary running back 
figures to be slasher Quinton Ganther, who averaged 6.0 yards per 
carry in a backup role last year. Center Jesse Boone, a national honors 
candidate, is one of three starting linemen returning. 


(DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Whittingham’ handprints have 
been all over Utah's defenses for more than a decade. Since the mid- 
1990s, Utah has made regular appearances in the Division I-A top 20 in 
various team defensive statistics, and the reason is Whitingham's 
aggressive 4-3 set that depends on the line's push to make things hap- 
pen. Don't expect much to change. Eighth-year Utah defensive line 
ccoach Gary Andersen has added the defensive coordinator job to his 
resume, but Whittingham stil willbe the head man of a unit that should 
bbe among the Mountain West's best. 


(DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Utah always has tough, disruptive 
linemen. Always. And this year is no different as all-conference nose 
guard Steve Fifita returns. Fifita spent the spring working at tackle and 
likely will start there alongside nose guard Kelly Talavou, a transfer from 
Idaho, and ends Marquess Ledbetter and Pate Moleni. Spencer Toone 
is the lone returing starter at linebacker, but senior Grady Marshall and 
junior college transfer Reggie Turner looked good in spring drils. The 
secondary loses big-play guy Morgan Scalley, but hard-hitting Eric 
Weddle returns and should be one of the best safeties in the confer- 
ence, Sophomore comer Ryan Smith started last year and could be 
ready to climb to all-star status, 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS Incumbent kicker David Carroll is on a church 
mmission, and punter Matt Kovacevich graduated. But at least there's a 
chance for a familar face on placements. Two-year starter Bryan 
Borreson is attempting to come back from groin surgery. f Boreson's 
comeback doesn't work out, senior Dan Beardallikely will handle both 
placements and punts. Weddle is a breakaway threat as a punt returner. 


‘COACHING STAFF This is when you know you're pretty popular 
at a school. Head coach gets canned; new coach keeps you on as 
defensive coordinator. Boss leaves after an undefeated season; you're 
promoted to take his job. No one questions whether Whittingham is 
deserving. While Smith and the offense received most of the attention 
last season, Whittingham’s defenses have been sticking people at Utah 
for 12 years now. 

BOTTOM LINE OK, Kyle, you're on the spot here. You have the 
most talented, deepest team in the Mountain West. You should win it. 
It's clear: Utah may not have all the guns it had last year, but no one in 
the MWC is on this team’s overall talent level right now. 


National rank (= 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht = Wt. 
WR 88 Travis LaTendresse* = 6-1 194 
16 Brian Hernandez 5 183 
AT 78 Tavo Tupola* 6-4 290 
13. Steve Dahl 65 375 
6 = 74 David Dirkmaat* 67 an 
71 Mitch Arquette 64 316 
© 79 Jesse Boone” 65 303 
55 Andrew Johnson 6-2 308 
AG 75. Eric Pettit 64 300 
78 — Paul Soliai 65 321 
63 Jason Boone 6-3 283 
72 Jason Voss 63° 218 
81 Willie Sao 63 280 
47 Blake Burdette 61 240 
WR 23 John Madsen* 65 220 
1 Thomas Huff 64 207 
HB 6 Brent Castee! Sn 192 
16 Brian Hernandez 5-183 
08 = =3 Brian Johnson 62 203 
19 Chris Sokugawa 60 22 
RB 13 Quinton Ganther* == 5-10. 217 
20, Mike Litt 510 210 
K 48 Dan Beardall 6-0 198 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HE Wt. 
— 42 Pate Moleni 6-2 265 
82 Tony Castaldi 62 237 
NG 98 Kelly Talavou 61 321 
95 Bryce Scanlon 61 270 
T 94 Steve Fifita® 6-0 322 
99 Kite Afeaki G1 285 
— 55 Marquess Ledbetter* 6-2 -265 
$3. Marta Bumett 63235 
SLB 38 Reggie Tumer 61 238 
22 Malaka Mokofisi 62 205 
MLB 41 Grady Marshall 60 225 
‘54 Taylor Miller 61 228 
WLB 9 Spencer Toone* 62 235 
33° Afa Garrigan 62 210 
LCB 5 Ryan Smith 510 160 
4 Justin Walker 64 200 
SS 32 Eric Weddle” 60 200 
28 Steve Tate Sq 195 
FS) 31 Casey Evans 60 198 
2 Antonio Young S195 
8 Eugene Oates Sn 183 
21 Shaun Harper 53 180 
P 48 Dan Beardall 60 198 
Returning starter 


Bouknight 


Cowboys data 

Stadium: War Memorial (artificial, 
32,580) 

Site: Laramie, Wyo, 

Coach: Joe Glenn (11-13, 2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Bill Cockhill (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Mike Breske (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme; 4-3 
Last league title won: 1993 (WAC, 

tie) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 85 
2004 record: 7-5 (beat UCLA in 

Las Vegas Bowl); 

MWC: 3-4/TAth, 

Website: 
www.wyomingathletics.com 


Schedule 


Date 
Sept 3 


Opponent 
Wat Florida 


__@ teu 
| __New Mexico 
Oct. 22 at Coloi 


i Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 

Appalachian State W, 53-7 
at Texas A&M, L,31-0 
Mississippi W, 37-32 
La-Monroe W, 31-10 
San Diego State W, 20-10 
at BYU... L 24-13 
at Colorado State . ‘ 


Air Force . 


*Las Vegas Bow! 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Joe Glenn isa big fan of 
offensive, and although his Cowboys didn't run the ball as well as he 
would have liked last season, quarterback Corey Bramlet more than 
made up for it wth his arm, Bramlet was impressive as a junior, but 
needs to get his interceptions down and his touchdown passes up. He 
threw 13 interceptions last year, 12 touchdowns, The running game fig- 
Utes to improve with shor-but mighty Ivan Harrison returning in the 
backfield and four starters to the offensive line, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Bramiet, the younger brother of 
former Wyoming quarterback Casey, is solid and experienced, Harrison 
fished sith in the MWVC in rushing last season, and despite the loss of 
line anchor and academic allAmerican Trenton Franz at center, the rest 
of the front returns intact. Wide receiver Jovon Bouknight should have 
an excellent senior season, Last year, he ranked 15th in the nation in 
receiving yards with 1,075. One of the highlights of spring practice was 
the performance of sophomore Jacob Doss, who has established him- 
self as a solid quarterback of the future. If something happens to 
Bramlet, Doss is atthe point where he could step in and do a reason- 
able job. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Glenn knows when he has 
something good, and he has something good in assistant head coach 
and coordinator Mike Breske, Breske has been with Glenn at various 
coaching stops for 19 seasons, and his traditional 4-3 defenses always 
have been tough. After a rough season in 2003, their first year at 
Wyoming, Breske and Glenn improved dramatically on the defensive 
side of the ball last year, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Eight starters are back, including 
supremely athletic comerback Derrick Martin and old-schooHtough nose 
tackle Dusty Hotfschneider. Martin was among the national leaders last 
fall in passes defended, Hoffschneider, a transfer from Glenn's former 
employer, Northern Colorado, had a fantastic junior season, John 
Wendling and Ron Rockett form an excellent safety duo. Wyoming's 
defensive losses from last year were few but important, Lineman Zach 
Mortis and linebackers Guy Tuell and Randy Tscharner were the emo- 
tional heart and soul ofthe defense, 


SPECIAL TEAMS Coaches tend to take kickers for granted, but 
Glenn doesn't when it comes to Deric Yaussi. A senior from Fort 
Collins~Colorado State's back yard-Yaussi had a sensational junior 
season by leading the Mountain West with 18 field goals, Punter Adam 
Brooks also returns after a solid junior year. On returns, Bouknight and 
Hoost Marsh form a potentially dangerous duo. 


COACHING STAFF For those who were there, it was one of the 
‘more memorable moments of the season in college football. Long-suffer 
ing Wyoming fans flocked in droves to Las Vegas in December for the 
teams frst bow! appearance in 11 years. Wyoming officals organized a 
pep rally forthe loyal fans, and it turned into one of the most amazing 
sports love-ns ever seen, An estimated 5,000 Wyoming fans went crazy 
on Fremont Street in downtown Vegas as Glenn cracked jokes, sang 
songs and introduced every member of the 100-man travel squad. A 
right later, Wyoming staged a dramatic fourth-quarter comeback to beat 
UCLA, The scene was electric, and if Glenn sustains things after the 
Cowboys’ rapid improvement, he's destined to become one of the most 
beloved folk heroes in Wyoming sports history. 


BOTTOM LINE The Cowboys have enough players returning from 
last year’s breakout team to make more noise in the Mountain West. 
Bramlet’s continued improvement and leadership on the defense will be 
keys to the Cowboys posting a similar record and positioning them- 
selves for another bowl berth. 


cB 
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OFFENSE 


‘Jovon Bouknight* 
Tyler Holden 
Chase Johnson* 
John Ulibarri 
‘Alan Erving* 
Mark Schwarz 
Drew Severn 

Tim Bond 

‘Jason Karcher* 
Kyle Howard 
Hunter Richards* 
Brandon Avery 
‘John Wadkowski* 
Wade Betschart 
Jason Wallace 
ler Holden 
Josh Barge* 
Miche! Ford 
Corey Bramiet* 
Jacob Doss 

Ivan Harison* 
Joseph Harris 
Deric Yaussi* 


DEFENSE 
Name 


Aaron Robbins* 
‘Adam Dieht 
Jake Mayes: 
Corey Mace 
Dusty Hoffschneider* 
Jake Mayes 
John Flora® 
Mike Groover 
Jeff Tatnall 
Ward Dobbs. 
John Prater 
Luke Chase 
Austin Hall* 
Sean Claffey 
Derrick Martin* 
Julius Stinson 
Ron Rockett* 
Marcial Rosales 
John Wendling® 
Dorsey Golston 
Terrance Butler* 
Brandon Bell 
‘Adam Brooks” 


*Returning starter 


64 
63 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 


Horned Frogs data 

Stadium: Amon G, Carter (grass, 
44,008) 

Site: Fort Worth, Texas 

Coach: Gary Patterson (32-17, 

4 years; 8th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Schultz (5th year, 8th at 

school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Dick Bumpus (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-2-5 
Last league title won: 2002 

(C-USA, tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 41 
2004 record: 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 


Sept. mat Oklahoma 
Sept. 10 at SMU 
Sept. 15 Utah = 
Sept.24 atBYU 
Oct.1 New Mexico 
Oct. 8 at Wyoming 


Novit2e UNL 
*Thursday. 

BE Toughest game @ Must win 

4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


Northwestern W, 48°45 (207) 


Southern Miss . 
Tulane... 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY When you have talbacks lke 
Lonta Hobbs and Robert Merril, you run the ball, That's what the 
Horned Frogs will do, though they wil throw it enough to keep defenses 
honest, The Tye Gunn-to-Cory Radgers combination could become one 
of the top QB/WR hookups in the Mountain West Conference. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Brandon Hassell has passed the 
keys for TCU's offense to new quarterback Gunn, a talented senior who 
has split time as a starter the past two seasons, Gunn is 10-2 as a 
starter, which bodes well for an offense that also includes Hobbs and 
Merril, Both have gone over the 1,000-yard mark in a season, and that 
1-2 punch will be tough to handle. Gunn's top receiving threat will be 
Rodgers, a junior who had a breakout 61-catch, seven-touchdown sea- 
son last fll. lot depends on the performance of a line that must 
replace three starter. If it does come around, TCU could have a prolific 
offensive year. The thought of Hobbs and Merill getting 20 carries 
apiece per game-and keeping each other fresh-is a scary one for 
defenders. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Gary Patterson has a 
defensive background, and he hasn't been pleased with his team’s per- 
formance the past two seasons, TCU's 4-2-6 alignment yielded plenty 
of yards and points in 2004, five times leting opponents top the 40 
mark in a game, Hope for improvement rests on the experienced shoul- 
ders of seven returning starters, including half ofthe line and three 
fiths of the secondary. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Senior left end Ranorris Ray 
should be one of the best linemen in the Mountain West. Comerbacks 
Quincy Butler and Drew Coleman are potential gamebreakers. 
Linebacker is the major question, and the Horned Frogs are hoping their 
depth of young talent can overcome the lack of experience, The fron- 
trunners for the two starting linebacker jobs are junior Androw Ward, 
who made seven starts last season, and sophomore David Hawthorne, 
ho started three games before suffering a season-ending knee injury. 
Behind those two are a pair of up-and-coming, athletic linebackers who 
will challenge for playing time-LSU transfer Darius Ingram and freshman 
Robert Henson. Both are coming off redshirt seasons and are eager to 
prove they belong on the field. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The Horned Frogs were subpar in nearly every 
area of the kicking game last season, and Patterson has pledged to 
change that. TCU brought in a junior college transfer, Brian Cortney, to 
punt. Kicker Chris Manfredi, a transfer from Cincinnati, is pushing 
incumbent Peter LoCoco, On kickoff and punt returns, Rodgers is @ 
sure-handed threat with experience. 


COACHING STAFF Ajter going a combined 21-4 in 2002 and 
2008, last year's 6-6, no-bowl season was a shock to Homed Frogs 
fans, But don't be surprised if 2004 turns out to be a one-year blip. 
Patterson is smart and resourceful, and he has an excellent staf. The 
‘man on the hot seat is second-year defensive coordinator Dick Bumpus. 
TCU must play more consistent defense to compete with the better 
teams in the Mountain West, and Patterson knows it. He lists better 
tackling and pass coverage as the team's defensive goals. 


BOTTOM LINE TCU almost certainly will be better than last sea- 
son. The X-factor for the Horned Frags is the conference switch. Will 
playing a Mountain West schedule be harder than playing a Conference 
USA schedule? Easier? About the same? It will be interesting to watch 
as the season goes on. If TCU enters the MWC off a 8-6 season and 
starts schooling people, what does that say about the Mountain West? 
‘And if TCU struggles mightily, what does that say about C-USA? 
Something to monitor, anyway, 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No, Name 
WR 17 Cory Rodgers* 
21 Ervin Dickerson 
LT 72 Michael Toudouze 


76 Marvin Pearson 
Shane Sims* 
60 Preston Philips 


G 69 Stephen Culp 
67 Blake Schlueter 

AG G1 Ben Angeley 
64 Matty Lindner 

RT 78 Herbert Taylor* 
TL Wade Sisk 

TE 81 Chad Andrus 
49° Trey Englert 

WR 3 Marcus Brack 


‘87 Ryan Pearson 


WR 19 Michael DePriest 
18 Quentily Harmon, 
QB 15 Tye Gunn 
12 Chad Huffman 
RB 30 Lonta Hobbs* 


93° Robert Merril* 


K ‘12 Peter LoCoco* 
DEFENSE 

Pos, No. Name 
E 88 Ranorris Ray* 

89 Jesse Hejny 
T 90 Jared Kesler 

83 Jared Retkofsky 
NT 57 Zarnell Fitch 

58 Jarrarcea Wiliams 
EST Tommy Bloke 

‘94 Chris Hayes 
1B 35 Andrew Ward* 

37 Darius Ingram 
LB 46 David Hawthorne 


51 Robert Henson 


CB 4 — Quincy Butler* 
9 Vernon Russell 
27 David Roach 
25 Erie Buchanan 
FS = 28 Jeremy Modkins* 


31 Elvis Gallegos* 


SS 6 — Brian Bonner 
1 Ken Lewis 
CB | Drew Goleman 
7 Mike Salvage 
P 40 Brian Cortney 
“*Retuming starter 


Ke 


184 


Anderson 


Rams data 

‘Stadium: Sonny Lubick Field at 
Hughes Stadium (grass, 
34,400) 

Site: Fort Collins, Colo. 

Coach: Sonny Lubick (95-51, 

TI years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Dan Hammerschmidt (Sth year, 

10th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Steve Stanard (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title w 1002 
Last bowl! appearance: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 57 
2004 record: 4-7; MWC: 3-4/T4th 
Website: www.csurams.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 3 at Colorad 


*Friday 
B Toughest game © Must win 
“A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


at Air Force . 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


4 Colorado State 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY If Sonny Lubick said it once, he 
said ita thousand times this offseason: We haven't been tough enough 
running the bal, We need to get back to our smashmouth roots. The 
stats back him up: The Rams’ average of 111.6 yards rushing per game 
and 3.1 per carry last season were the lowest at Colorado State under 
Lubick, and 2004's 4-7 record was the worst in Lubick's mostly superb 
11-year tenure, So expect running in 2005, and lots of it 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Much depends on the surgically 
repaired ankle of quarterback Justin Holland, Holland didn't go through 
contact during spring drils, but he looked solid in the pocket and should 
have a nice senior season, His primary target will be wideout David 
Anderson, a senior with the potential to make the postseason 
All-American lists, The crucial runner in Colorado State's one-back set 
might not be decided until shortly before the Rams’ opener at Colorado. 
The candidates are senior Jimmy Green, sophomore Kyle Bel, redshirt 
freshman Gartrell Johnson and an interesting newcomer, UCLA transfer 
Nnamdi Ohaeri 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY he Rams’ defensive performance 
has dropped since the departure of longtime coordinator Larry Kerr to 
UCLA before the 2003 season. Many Colorado State fans blame the 
plunge on Kerr's replacement, Steve Stanard, but it's not that simple. 
Stanard's players play hard, and his defenses appear to be well 
‘coached, What the Rams have lacked under Stanard is the kind of 
<game-breakers Kerr had in his arsenal, The Rams need to produce more 
turnovers and game-turning plays, I those things don't happen soon, 
Stanard might not last much longer in Fort Colins 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Eight starters return, but the 
cynics among us would wonder if that’s a good thing. Colorado 
State's rushing defense was bulldozed by opponents last fall, and the 
Rams finished dead last in the Mountain West and 111th of 117 
Division I-A teams in that category. Colorado State must hope for the 
best from emerging players such as linemen Blake Smith and Terrance 
Carter, linebackers Jahmal Hall and Courtney Jones and comerbacks 
Brandon Cathy and Robert Herbert. The Rams' most consistent defen- 
sive player last year, fre safety Ben Stratton, is poised for an excel- 
lent senior season, 


SPECIAL TEAMS The Rams lost more than a good kicker and 
punter withthe departure of Jeff Babcock. I ost a major character; the 
jovial Babcock always kept things loose in the locker room. The kicking 
jb will come down to senior Kevin Mark and promising tre freshman 
Durrell Chamorro. Jim Kaylor takes over Babcock's punting job. 
Anderson, Herbert, Dustin Osbom and Damon Morton are capable kick 
returners, but that area needs to improve. 


COACHING STAFF The irony is not lost on Lubick; “Ever since 
they put my name on the stadium, | can't beat anybody’ he joked. That's 
only a slight exaggeration. Since Colorado State's home venue became 
Sonny Lubick Field at Hughes Stadium two seasons ago, the Rams are 
11-13, The problem? Lots of youth and lots of injuries, The solution? 
Lubick has to get back to beating the other guys with resolve, heart and 
toughness. Stay tuned. 


BOTTOM LINE This team isn't without talent. Holland has great 
ability and presence, Anderson is a wonderful receiver who runs 
great routes and catches everything. Any one of four running backs 
has the potential to gain big yards behind what should be an 
improved line, And the defense figures to be better, especially 
against the run-it can't be much worse. Colorado State likely will 
stage a nice turnaround from its fall of discontent, finishing the sea~ 
son with a bow! berth, 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 4 David Anderson* 
87 Damon Morton 
{T 63 Mike Brisil” 
79 Dan Crews 
LG = 78 ~— Jason Haskell 
74 Brandon Alconcel 
C77 Albert Bimper* 
64 Nick Allotta, 
AG 76 Josh Day* 
75 Dane Stratton 
TI Clint Oldenburg” 
72 Justin Tyler 
92 Matt Bartz 
80 Kory Sperry 
WR = 85 Dustin Osborn* 
7 Johnny Walker 
HB = 80 Kory Sperry* 
89 Kevin McPeek 
QB 8 Justin Holland* 
16 Caleb Hanie 
RB 18 Jimmy Green* 
29 Kyle Bell 
K 13 Kevin Mark 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 59 Jesse Nading 
87 Tommie Hil 
NT 70. Delroy Parke 
95 Erik Sandie 
T 97 Blake Smith* 
94 Matt Rupp 
E 86 Terrance Carter* 
44 Bob Vomhof 
WLB 9 Luke Adkins* 
50 Chris Davis 
MLB 52 Courtney Jones* 
38 Nathan Pauly 
SLB 2 Jahmal Hall* 
49 John Nichols 
CB 6 Robert Herbert 
28 Liddon Levine 
SS 26 Travis Garcia 
30 Miles Kochevar 
FS 3 Ben Stratton* 
5 Lukas Davis 
CB 1 Brandon Cathy* 
24 Chase Weber 
P 8 Jim Kaylor 
*Retuming starter 


65 
6-6 


280 


cl. 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 


NEW MEXICO MEDIA RELATIONS 


Lobos Data 
Stadium: University (grass, 37,370) 
Site: Albuquerque, N.M, 
Coach: Rocky Long (40-45, 
7 years; 11th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: Dan Dodd 
(6th year, 8th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Osia Lewis 
(3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 1964 (WAC, 
tie) 
Last time didn't go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 68 
2004 record: 7-5 (lost to Navy in 
Emerald Bowl); MWC: 5-2/2nd 
Website: www.golobos.com 


Schedule 


Date Opponent 
Sept.3 UNIV 
Sept. 10 mat Missouri 
Sept. 17 New Mexico State 
Sept. 24 at UTEP 
Oct. 1 at TCU 
Oct. 8 BYU 
Oct. 15 A at Wyoming 
Oct. 22 at San Diego State 
Oct. 28 © Colorado State* 
Nov.12 at Utah 
Nov. 19 Air Force 
*Friday 
BW Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 
2004 Results 
Washington State 
Texas Tech 


at Oregon State. 
at New Mexico State. 


at Air Force. 
at UNLV... 


San Diego State . W, 19-9 
at Colorado State W, 26-17 
at BYU. W, 21-14 
Wyoming . 


Navy" 
“Emerald Bowl 
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5. New Mexico 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Mountain West coaches can't 
wait for DonTrell Moore to move on. Colorado State coach Sonny 
Lubick insists Moore, now a senior, has been posting 100-yard games 
against the Rams since 1999. If Moore's return from a tom ACL sut- 
fered during New Mexico's loss to Navy in the Emerald Bowl goes well, 
he again will be the focus of the offense, If Moore (3,676 career yards) 
is unavailable or limited, it could change everything, shifting the pressure 
to junior quarterback Kole McKamey. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL If McKamey can overcome ongo- 
ing concussion problems and play regularly, he could have an outstand- 
ing season. His primary target again will be wideout Hank Baskett, 
Baskett is such a good athlete, he's the Mountain West Conference's 
reigning high-jump champion I this guy can jump 6-11 on the track, just 
think of what he could do going up forthe ball, The Lobos’ linemen have 
been good enough over the years to earn their own nickname: The 
Hitmen, This year’s version of The Hitmen is led by senior center Ryan 
Cook, a $16:pounder with a mean streak. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Head coach Rocky Long was a 
quarterback at New Mexico way back when, but he always has been a 
defense-oriented coach, The Lobos’ rise to the Mountain West elite in 
recent years has been sparked largely by the defense. Long pretty much 
runs the show, though coordinator Osia Lewis also is highly respected 
and helped to instal the Lobos’ current &-4 alignment. New Mexico's 
relentless, everyone-to-the-ball attack is aggressive, Although the Lobos 
roll the dice and take chances, they rarely get caught. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Each of the three defensive 
units features at least one excellent veteran and some inexperienced 
quys with potential The line will be led by nose tackle Marcus Parker, 
the linebackers by Mike Mohoric and the secondary by comerback 
Gabriel Fulbright. All are seniors who had excellent seasons in 2004, 
‘Among the less experienced guys who could have breakout seasons 
are inside linebacker Joe Selander and safety Tyson Ditmore. The play- 
er to watch is Parker, who thrived after moving to the nose position 
from end last season. He's a master at tying up blockers so his team- 
mates can make tackles. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kenny Byrd replaces long-eliabl kicker Wes 
Zunker, and fourth-year starter Tyler Gaus continues as the punter, 
Deep snapper Jon O'Brien is very good at a very strange art. The 
Lobos’ special teams have developed a reputation for game-tuming 
blocked kicks over the years. The return game could get a boost from 
Danie! Ramirez, who showed flashes last fall on kickoff and punt 
returns, 


COACHING STAFF The Lobos steadily have improved under 
Long, who has become somewhat of a folk hero in the state of New 
Mexico. He's, by gosh, what a football coach should be. He's salty. He's 
tough. He doesn't always say the right things. But he wins, and he has 
surrounded himself with excellent assistant coaches who understand 
the game. What realy separates Long as a coach is his steadfast belief 
that games are won or lost on the strength or weakness of a team's 
defense. Count on this: He never will sacrifice defensive tenacity for 
offensive fireworks. 


BOTTOM LINE New Mexico has a lat of holes to fil, especially it 
Moore's knee won't allow him to be the threat he has been for the past 
three years. But the defense should be solid. And you could do worse 
than giving McKamey the keys to your offense, But don't let anyone fool 
you: Moore's presence is crucial to the Lobos' offensive performance. 
Without him, you could see New Mexico losing a lot of games by scores 
such as 17-13. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 18 Hank Baskett” 
6 Chris Brawley 
{T 79 Terrance Pennington* 
Jared Stanford 
LG 64 Bo Greer 
65 Jorge Enriquez 
c 63 Ryan Cook* 
66 Vince Natali 
RG 59 Robert Turner” 
70 Dustin Moore 
7h Patrick Hodges 
Jared Stanford 
82 Logan Hall* 
97 Curtis Pino 
WR 87 Anthony Carter* 
81 Travis Brown 
QB 12 Kole McKamey* 
Wye Butler 
RB 22 Donirell Moore* 
39 Rodney Ferguson 
FB 44 Adrian Byrd 
31 Matt Quillen 
K 80 Kenny Byrd 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 94 Adam Garday 
93 Kevin Balogun 
NT = 90 Marcus Parker* 


60 Billy Britain 


E 82 Evroy Thompson* 
57 Stephen Hutchison 

OLB 47 Cody Kase 
58 Michael Tuohy 

ILB 56 Mike Mohoric* 
48° Justin Clayton 

WB 45. Joe Selander 
46 George Garter 

OLB 91 Quincy Black 
50 Herbert Felder 

CB 23 Gabriel Fulbright* 
40 Jamar Hall 

S 7 Charles Brown 
2 — DeAndre Wright 

$9 Tyson Ditmore 
16 Ken West 

CB 19 errell Malone 
20 Mike Powsrell 

P25 ‘Tyler Gaus* 


“*Retuming starter 


62 


6-0 
6-3 


5-10 


6-3 
61 
5-10 
541 
6-0 
60 
62 
5-1 
641 
510 
62 


247 


6. BYU 


OFFENSE Gifford Nielsen, Jim McMahon, Steve Young, Robbie Bosco, Brandon 
Doman, and on and on, Every quarterback at BYU must live up to the expectations estab- 
lished by those forebears, and that's what John Beck and/or Matt Berry will try to do this 
fall. The pair emerged from spring drills fairly even, Beck was the incumbent at the end of 
last season. The line retums four players with starting experience, and senior wide receiver 
Todd Watkins should be the primary target. The running back job again will be shared by 
junior Curtis Brown and senior Fahu Tahi, who combined for more than 100 yards a game. 
DEFENSE Maybe it's just a coincidence, but in the BYU spring media prospectus, 
the defensive areas are listed first in the text overview. This is interesting for a school 
whose longtime calling card has been over-the-top, scoreboard-shorting offense. New 
coach Bronco Mendenhall, who has a nice grasp of the importance of defense, might 
have ordered the change in the book. He helped rebuild the New Mexico program as 
defensive coordinator before becoming fired coach Gary Crowton's defensive head the 


Cougars data 

‘Stadium: LaVell Edwards (grass, 
64,045) 

Site: Provo, Utah 

Coach: Bronco Mendenhall 

(Ist year; 3rd at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Robert Anae (1st year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Bronco Mendenhall (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 3-3-5 
Last league title won: 2001 
Last bowl appearance: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 79 
2004 record: 5-6; MWC: 4-3/3rd 
Website: www.byucougars.com 


Schedule 


Sept. 3 Boston College 
Sept. 10 Eastern Illinois 
Sept. 24 TCU 


Oct. 1 _at San Diego State 
Oct. 8 at New Mexico 


Oct. 15 Colorado State 
Oct. 22 _at Notre Dame 

Oct. 29 Air Force. 

Nov.5 at UNLV 

Nov. 12 at Wyoming 

Nov. 19 Utah = 
2004 Results 

Notre Dame... . 

at Stanford . 

USC... 


at Boise State. 
at Colorado State 
UNLV, 
Wyoming . 
at Air Force . 
San Diego State .. 
New Mexico 
at Utah .. 


past two seasons, Mendenhall will depend on 
six returning starters, including lineman 
Manaia Brown, linebacker Cameron Jensen 
and safety Spencer White. 


SPECIAL TEAMS There's a big hole to 


{ill here after the loss of Matt Payne, one of the : 


nation’s best combination kicker/punters. The 
leading candidate for kicking duties is Trent 
Williams. The punting job figures to go to 
Jared McLaughlin, 


BOTTOM LINE The rest of the Mountain 
West has gotten nice chuckle out of the fall 
of the once-dominant (and some would say 
perennially arogant) Cougars, and it's 
Mendenhal's job to restore the luster to a fal: 
en program. Can he do it? Well, he has the 
credentials, and BYU has more money and a 
bigger fan base than any other schoo! in the 
league. The Cougars might no finish this low, 
but don't expect a huge jump. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt ch, 
Todd Watkins* 6-3. 185. Sr. 
WA 2 Bryce Mahuika 5-10. 185. So, 


LT 59 Eddie Keele 6-5 305 Jr. 
LG 78 Brian Sanders” «63-318 Sr, 
G 54 Lance Reynolds* 6-3 293 St. 
RG 76 Travis Bright 6-5 315 Fr, 
AT 73 Jake Kuresa* 6-5 330 Jr, 
WR 10 Matt Allen 6-0 185 So, 
WR 20 Daniel Coats” 6-3. 250 Jr. 
QB 12 John Beck* 62 20 Jr 


RB 6 Curtis Brown* 6-0 205 Jr. 
39 Trent Williams 6-1 193 So, 


DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt cL 
E 99 Manaia Brown* 6-4 310 Sr. 
NT 94° Vince Feula 6-1 300 Sr, 
E 46 Michael Marquardt* 6-4 260, Jr. 
OLB 52 Aaron Wagner 6-3 245 Jr. 
MLB 35 Cameron Jensen* 6-2 230 Jr. 
OLB 36 Markell Staffieri* 6-3 230 So. 
CB 19 Nathan Soelberg* 6-0 172 Sr. 
S 24 Spencer Whites = 6-1 185 Sr. = 
S 28 Dustin Gabriel 6-1 202 So, 
S 2 KC.Bills 6-1 220 So, | 
CB 34 Kayle Buchanan = +1 180 So, 


Jared McLaughlin 6-5 195 So. 
*Returning starter 


7. Air Force 


OFFENSE Shaun Carney became the first freshman quarterback to start a season 
‘opener for the Falcons, and he had some nice moments in Air Force's up-and-down fall. 
He followed it up with a strong spring, earning team offensive MVP honors. Carney will 
operate behind an improved line that features two senior captains, center Jon Wilson and 
tackle Ross Weaver. But his backtield mates will be mostly green, The Falcons lost hall- 
backs Kris Holstege and Darnell Stephens and fullback Dan Shaffer. 

DEFENSE Air Force finished at or near the bottom of the Mountain West in virtually 
‘every important team category last season, and improvement hinges on newer guys fill- 
ing in around the returning starters. Among the veterans, senior nose guard Russ 
Mitscherling is the emotional leader, earning captain honors at the conclusion of spring 
practice. Safeties Denny Poland and John Taibi, both seniors, anchor a promising sec- 
‘ondary. A young guy to watch is sophomore linebacker Marcus Brown, a great athlete 


with an everrewing motor. 


Falcons data 
Stadium: Falcon (grass, 52,480) 
Site: Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Coach: Fisher DeBerry (161-94-1, 
21 years; 26th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Chuck Petersen (6th year, 
1Gth at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Richard 
Bell (7th year, 11th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Triple option 
Defensive scheme: 3-3-5 
Last league title won: 1998 (WAC) 
Last bowl appearance: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 74 
2004 record: 5-6; MWC: 3-4/T4th 
Website: www.airforcesports.com 


Schedule 

Sept. 3 Washington** 
Sept. 10 San Diego State 
Sept. 17 Wyoming 

at Utah* 

at Colorado State 

at Navy” 

UNL. 

2 TCU 
at BYU 


at New Mexico 


“Thursday **at Qwest Field, Seattle 


2004 Results 

California 56-14 
Eastern Washington |, 42-20 
at UNLV W, 27:10 
at Utah ob, 49-85 
Navy . +L, 24-21 
New Mexico, W, 28-23 
BYU... 141-24 
at Wyoming. «L, 43-26 
at Amy W, 31-22 
San Diego State . .L,37-31 
Colorado State .. W, 47-17 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Michael 
Greenaway is gone, and the status of his 
replacement is pending, A possibilty is senior 
Scott Eberle or Michael Greenaway's younger 
brother, junior Brendan Greenaway, Punter 
Donny Heaton had a good spring, and coach 
Fisher DeBerry says he brings ‘great athati 
cism to the punter position’ DeBerry actualy 
says things like that pretty much all he time, 


BOTTOM LINE Twice each day, when he 
arives a hs office and leaves for home, 
DeBerry walks past a trophy case. Everytime, 
he curses to himself. The glass case where 
the Commander in-Chiet’s Trophy usually sits 
is empty, and it serves as a reminder that the 
team’s No. 1 goal-beating Navy and Army~ 
wasn't accomplished in 2003 or 04. He 
Wants that trophy back, and don't be surprised 
if he gets it, DeBerry has a history of following 
disappointing seasons with an upliting one. 


OFFENSE 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Gl. 
WR 85 Greg Kirkwood 6-2 205 Sr, 


\T 72 Robert Kraay* 6-8 285 Jr. 
LG 69 Caleb Morris* 6-2 275 So, 
© 56 Jon Wilson* 6-4 300 Sr, 
RG 63 Pat Edwards* 6-2 260 Sr, 
RT 57 Ross Weaver* 6-7 295 Sr. 
TE 91 Robert McMenomy* 6-4 235 Sr. 
QB 5 Shaun Carney” 5-9 195 So. 
FB 8 — Jacobe Kendrick 6-0 220 dr. 
HB 18 Justin Handley = 5-8 175 Jr. 
HB 24° Chad Smith 5-10 185 So. 
K 12. Scott Eberle 6-41 200. Sr, 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt Cl 
E 55 Gilberto Perez 6-3 275 Jr. 
NG 88 Russ Mitscherling* 6-3 285 Sr. 
E 78 Nelson Mitchell G1 260 Sr. 
LB 1 Overton Spence «6-2 240 Sr. 
LB 7 Marcus Brown 6-2 200 So, 
LB 55 Rick Ricciardi 6-1 235 Jr. 
CB 2 Carson Bird Sl 185 So, 
S 31 John Taibi* 6-2 205° Sr. 
S 21 Denny Poland* 6-3 225 Sr. 
FS 11 Bobby Giannini 6-2 210 So, 
CBG Chris Sutton* 6-0 180 Jr. 
P 30 Donny Heaton = 6-2 1985 Sr. 


*Returning starter 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 


8. San Diego State 


OFFENSE The Aztecs were a middling offensive team last season, never quite putting 
ital together. Coach Tom Crafts job depends largely on improvement on this side of the 
ball, and much of that responsibilty wil fall on the shoulders of either sophomore Kevin 
O'Connell or senior Matt Dlugolecki, who are battling for the quarterback job. The Aztecs 
have a proven runner in sophomore Lynell Hamilton, 2 2003 first-team all-conference 
selection who sat out last season with a broken ankle. The line is loaded with veterans 
such as Will Robinson, Taylor Schmidt, Patrick Justman, Chris Pino and Brandyn 
Dombrowski. Senior wide receiver Jeff Webb appears to be poised for a breakout season. 
DEFENSE Defense has been the strength under Craft, and the so-called “Dark Side" 
has some rebuilding to do, Seven starters are gone, including the entire starting line- 
backer corps. The Aztecs’ strengths will be the line and in the secondary. Jonathan Bailes 
and Kurt Kahui are the veteran retumees up front, while the secondary should be solid 
with returning seniors Marcus Demps and Jacob Elimimian. Much depends on the per- 
formance of young nebackers who have their 


Aztecs data ‘work cut out for them trying to replace depart- 

Stadium: Qualcomm (grass, ed stars Kirk Morrison, Matt McCoy, Stephen 
54,000) Larsen and Heath Farwell 

Site: San Diego SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Garett Palmer 


Coach: Tom Craft (14-22, 3 years; 
7th at schoo!) 
Offensive coordinator: Tom Craft 


‘and punter Michael Hughes are back, as is 
deep snapper Taylor Schmitt. Palmer connect- 
ed on 12 of 21 field-goal attempts last sea- 


(7th year) son. The return specialist job is up in the air 
Defensive coordinator: after the departure of Kyle Conerly. 
Thom Kaumeyer (4th year) BOTTOM LINE Craft begins his fourth 


9. UNLV 


OFFENSE The Rebels didn’t do a whole lot right during last fall's 2-9 season, but 


= some young offensive players showed promise. Quarterback Shane Steichen had some 
5 nice moments as a sophomore. Marquee running back Dominique Dorsey is gone-along 
+ with his team-leading 1,261 rushing yards~but new coach Mike Sanford has an excellent 


wideout in Alvin Marshall. Injuries to three retuming starters on the line (Zach Gorham, 


: Marco Guerra and Chris Bowser) kept Sanford from getting a good look at them at spring 
practice. Last year's biggest problem was holding onto the bal. The Rebels gave the ball 


away 33 times, losing 16 fumbles and throwing 17 interceptions. 


} DEFENSE This is UNLV's major project. The Rebels were torched in 2004, giving up 
© 825 points and 378.5 yards per game. Eight defensive starters are gone, which might not 


be such a bad thing. The veteran leader will be safety Joe Miklos, an excellent tackler with 


© a knack for making big plays. Leon Moore and Howie Fuimaono bring experience to the 


line. No other starter retums. I's clear numerous young and inexperienced players must 
step up for the Rebels to improve their awful 


Rebels data numbers. 
Stadium: Sam Boyd (grass, SPECIAL TEAMS One of the team's 
36,800) few bright spots last season was punter Gary 
Site: Las Vegas Cook, a Ray Guy Award semifinalist. He's 
Coach: Mike Sanford (1st year) gone, but sophomore kicker Sergio Aguayo 
Offensive coordinator: returns, and he's a good one, Last fall, he 
Noah Brindise (1st year) broke the school's freshman record for field 
Defensive coordinator: goals and extra points. Junior college 
Vie Shealy (1st year) All American punter Brian Pacheco arrives on 


campus this fall and figures to win the job. 


Defensive scheme: Multiple 


Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 


season with the voices of dissent ringing loud- 
ly. He had no choice but to bring in three new 
coaches, all on the offensive side. Line coach 


1986 (WAC) Ed White, running backs coach LeCharls 
Last bowl appearance: 1998 McDaniel and tight ends coach Dennis 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 69 McKnight will try to help Craft in his attempt to 


2004 record: 4-7; MWC: 2-5/7th 
Website: www.goaztecs.com 


turn things around. ff they can't, they might be 
con their way back out the door with the man 


Last league title won: 1994 (tie, 
Big West) 

Last bow! appearance: 2000 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 83 

2004 record: 2-9; MWC: 1-6/8th 

Website: www.univrebels.com 


BOTTOM LINE The Rebels never were 
able to build on John Robinson's early suc- 
cess, I's now up to Sanford to rebuild, 
Sanford’s last stop, as Utah's offensive coord? 
nator under Urban Meyer, obviously was @ 
good one. But UNLY isn't Utah, The Rebels 
have a long way to go to be competitive in the 
Mountain West, though Sanford hiring looks 


who hired them. 
Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sen.3 UCLA 
Sept. 10 _at Air Force 
at Ohio State OFFENSE 
Sept. 24 San Jose State Pos. No. Name HE Wt Cl. 
evil WR 12 Jeff Webbe 62 200 Sr. 
IT 76 WillRobinson* 66 270 Sa. 
———— LG 63 Taylor Schmidt* 6-4 325 Sr. 
at Utah B58 Nick Smith 66 295 Jr. 
New Mexico —=s«RG.- 78 Chris Pino 6-5 330 Sr. 
TCU RT 72 Robert Nelson 6-10 320 Jr. 
rae TE Lance Louis 63 260 So. 
rani eae WR 2 Ramal Porter = 5-9 165. Jr. 
Wyoming WR 80 Robert Ortiz” 61 190 Sr. 
Dec. 3 _atHawali___=—= ag 1 Matt Diugolecki «6-4 225 Sr. 
RB 22 _—Lynell Hamilton 6-1 220 So. 
2004 Results K 14 Garrett Palmer* 6-2 160 So. 
Idaho State . 
at Michigan . DEFENSE 
Nevada Pos. No. Name HE We ch 
at UCLA . E $3 Antwan Applewhite 6-3 235 So. 
at Wyoming. T 98 Jonathan Bailes” 6-1 305 Jr. 
Colorado State 421-47 T 55 Emil Metroka 6-3 285 Jr. 
SIN Wesco: L199 E97 Kurt Kahuit 61 245 Sr. 
Utah, Lét2g WEB 35. Bret Martin 60 215 So. 
at BYU, (lagig  MUB-33. Frediie Keno 6-0 230 Se. 
sagas Wearg1 SEBS! Joe Martin 61 25 sr. 
INLV s 4 cB 3 ‘Donny Baker 58 170 Jr. 
UNOS W213 gs 51 Reggie Grigsby 5-1 210 Sr. 
FS 21 Marcus Demps* 61 205 Sr. 
©B 39 Jacob Elimimian* 5-11 185 Sr. 
P 17 Michael Hughes" 5-10 170 So. 


*Returning starter 


Schedule like a step in the right direction. 
Dat Opponent 
Sept. 3 at New Mexico 
seit 10 vaho——~=S-PROUBCTEDDISTARTERS 
Sept. 17 _at Nevada 
Sept. 24 at Utah State OFFENSE 
Get. __at Wyoming, im” onal Wiewon 0.5 
E el n Ir 
Oct.§ __San Diego State _ iy 77 his Bowser" 6-8 280 
Oct. 15 __atAir Force _— ig 70 Marco Guera* «6-5 315 Jr. 
Oct. 22 Utah © 55 Tim Goins 6-4 280 So. 
Nov.5 BYU RG 68 Zach Gorham* 6-5 315. Sr, 
at TOU RT 79 Jesse Knight 64 265 Sr. 
Nov.19 Colorado State S~*«*CTE:«CS:SCGrog Estancia «© 6-8 255 Sr. 
Nov.'19 Colorado State wn 0 Casey Fie 61 185 Fr. 
HB 24° Abin Marshall” — 5-10 190. ‘Sr. 
QB 15 Shane Steichen 6-4 185) Jr. 
RB 25 Erick Jackson = 5 180. 
K 10 Sergio Aguayo" 61 200 So, 
DEFENSE 
Pos, No. Name HL Wt cl 
LE 98 Leon Moore 6-5 285° Sr. 
NG 94 Howie Fuimaono 6-0 335 dr 
RE 99° Mario Hill 62 265 Sr. 
SLB 34 Matt Pattison 63 220 dr. 
MLB 35 Dan Catalano 6-3 230 Jr. 
WLB 47 Beau Bell 63 230 So. 
UCB 14 Emest Gordon = 6-1 70 dr 
LS 45 Joe Miklos* 6-2 200 Sr. 
RS 8 Will Tagoai 63 205 Sr. 
RCB 1 John Guice 5.9 180 Jr. 
CB 6 Chanti Bloomer 6-0 195 Sr. 
P 49 Brian Pacheco 5-11 200 Jr. 


*Retuming starter 


SCOUTING 


Conference USA 


onference rank 8 SCOUTING AND TEAM REPORTS BY MICHAEL MurPHy, Houston CHRONICLI 


It’s new, but improved? Time will tell for 12-team, two-division format 


‘with new teams and a new two- 
division format. There also will be a 
new conference championship game to 
cap the season, which will be played 
December 3 at the home of the team 
with the highest conference winning 
percentage. 

Some of the faces are familiar— 
Southern Miss, Memphis, UAB and 
Houston, which all will be in the mix for 
the conference title. Tulane and East 


onference USA underwent seis- 
mic changes in the offseason, 


Southern Miss’ Trevis 
Coley might wind up an 
lime s\-league player if he 
makes the transition from 
safety to linebacker. 


Read Insider Matt Hayes’ college football dish at sportingnews.com 


Carolina also remain. But there are a few 
new kids on the block—UTEP, Marshall, 
Rice, Tulsa, SMU and UCF (Central 
Florida)—that want a piece of the action 
now that Louisville, Cincinnati and 
South Florida are gone to the Big East. 
Also, TCU is off to the Mountain West 
and Army again is an independent. 

The West, with UTEP, Houston and 
Tulane, will feature offensive shootouts. 
The East will rely more on bone-crunch- 
ing defenses with Southern Miss, UAB 
and Memphis. UAB, with wrecking-ball 
quarterback Darrell 
Hackney, is the early 
favorite, but the 
conference race 
should be wide-open 
for a league that is 
searching for an 
identity. 


ASCENDING 
Houston With 
quarterback Kevin 

Kolb directing a 
talent-rich offense, 
the Cougars should 
bounce back from 
last season's 3-8 
mess. 


DESCENDING 
Memphis The 
Tigers lost quarter- 

back Danny 
Wimprine, some of 
their best receivers 
and nose tackle 
Albert Means from 
an 8-4 bowl team. 
Need we say more? 


MOST UNDERRATED 
PLAYER 

John Syptak, DE, 
Rice The versatile 
Syptak can play with 
anyone. Strong, fast 
and—duh—intelli- 
gent, the senior is a 
one-man wrecking 
crew. 
MOST OVERRATED 
PLAYER 

Vincent Marshall, 
WR, Houston Yes, he 
had 1,040 receiving 


ALL-CONFERENCE 


OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, schoo! Ht Wt_ch 
WR Vincent Marshal, Houston 59 175 St 
WR Johnnie Lee Higgins, UTEP 60 180 
TE Garett Mils, Tusa 62 282 Sr 
T Josh House, UTEP 64 295 Sr 
T _ SiVincent Rogers, Houston 63 295 So. 
& Wille Henderson, Memphis 67 328 
G Travis Cooley, Southern Miss 63 280 dk 
© Doug Legursky, Marshal 63 308 So. 
QB Darrell Hackney, UAB 62 240 Sr 
RB DeAngelo Wiliams, Memphis 5-10 217, 
RB Mait Forte, Tulane 61 224 So. 
DEFENSE 
E Marcus West, Memphis, 64 260 Sr 
E John Syptak, Rice 62 240 Sr 
T — Chvis Mineo, UTEP 62 285 Sr 
T Zach West, UTEP 64 300 I 
LB Anthony Cannon, Tulane 60 233 Sr 
LB Nick Bunting, Tusa 64 225 
LB Chris Moore, East Carolina 61 228 Sr. 
(CB John Eubanks, Southern Miss 11.177 ‘Sr, 
CB Rolando Humphrey, SMU 59 175 Sr. 
S Wesley Smith, Memphis 63 194 
S Curtis Keyes, Marshall 60 191 dr 
SPECIALISTS 
K Stephen Gosthowski, Memphis 62 200, 
P tan O'Connor, Marshall 62 205 Ir 
KR Aslan Davi, Tlsa 58 179 S. 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


Offense: DeAngelo Wiliams, RB, Memphis 
Defense: John Eubanks, CB, Southern Miss 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Jeron Harvey, WR, Houston 
Defense: Chris Felder, SS, UAB 


yards and 61 catches last year, but the 
diminutive senior drops too many balls. 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Howard Jackson, RB, UTEP With a 
ball in his hands, this 5-9, 165-pound 
wisp was the most dominating player on 
the field. The Miners will turn to Tyler 
Ebell, who ran for nearly 1,500 yards in 
two seasons at UCLA before transfer- 
ring, Behind him is Marcus Thomas, 
another former Parade All-American, 
and Matt Austin. 

Roddy White, WR, UAB He averaged 
20.5 yards on 71 catches for 1,452 yards 
with 14 TDs en route to being a first- 
round NFL draft pick of the Falcons. 
Senior Jhun Cook and junior Nick Coon 
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CONFERENCE USA 


Unit rankings 
Offense Defense: Special 


are the candidates for the position. 

Danny Wimprine, QB, Memphis He 
had more than 10,000 career passing 
yards and 81 touchdown tosses. 
Redshirt freshman Will Hudgens steps 
into that void, If he fails to make foes 
heed the pass, star runner DeAngelo 
Williams will struggle. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Tyler Ebell, RB, UTEP After rushing 
for 1,495 yards and 12 TDs in two sea- 
sons at UCLA, Ebell will get the ball— 
and every opportunity to succeed—with 
the Miners. 

Will Hudgens, QB, Memphis After 
redshirting last year while recovering 
from a torn ACL, Hudgens learned the 
system, Now, he has to replace 
Wimprine. 


BEST COACH 

Mike Price, UTEP He took a team 
that had a run of three straight two-win 
seasons and turned it into an eight-win 
highlight show. And he’s forever grate- 
ful the UTEP administration gave him a 
chance to redeem his career. 


BEST STAFF 

UTEP What puts the Miners over the 
top is defensive coordinator Tim 
Hundley, who accepted a job at 
Michigan State but reconsidered and 
decided to stay home, 


COACH ON THE HOT SEAT 

George O'Leary, UCF You can't go 
0-11 and not need asbestos shorts, so 
O'Leary could use a few wins to turn 
down the burner after his dubious 
debut in Orlando, 


BIGGEST GAMES 

Houston at UTEP, September 16 This 
should be a shoot ‘em up affair ona 
Friday night on ESPN with Cougars 
quarterback Kevin Kolb vs. Miners 
passer Jordan Palmer, First team to 50 
wins—and gets the edge in the West 
Division. 

Southern Miss at UAB, October 21 
This Friday night tilt will set the tone 
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Backfield WRs Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall teams 
Ser Ne eee 


for the East 
Division title. It 
also will give 
Blazers quarter- 
back Darrell 


eT ie ee eae 3 Hackney a 
a5 4 a as | ul 2 chance to strut 
Po 7 20 AG 4 9 12 his stuff on 
10 4 8 712 4 8 7 ESPN. 

WW 8 W 12,5 8 10 3 NW UAB at UTEP, 
sf 7 8 itt 8 November 19 

335 shapes up 
i ese be eee 4__1__ as a preview of 
RT ae iS SC ea a ae EP) os the league's first 
a ee ie Ca ae 5 championship 
0) Se a B 4 12 9 ¢ 8 

game. 
67 6 pe == 
oi 0 1 3 7 58 10 19  BOWLBOUND 


UAB returns a 

ton of talent, 
including quarterback Darrell Hackney, 
from last year's bowl team. Five starters 
are back for a Southern Miss offense 
that helped last year's team to seven 
wins. If Memphis can patch up the 


defense, it'll be just fine because star 
running back DeAngelo Williams—a 
two-time C-USA Player of the Year who 
considered turning pro—will carry the 
offense early. With quarterback Kevin 
Kolb leading a parade of offensive tal- 
ent, Houston will win enough shootouts 
to bounce back from a losing record. 
There are holes to fill on defense, but 
with quarterback Jordan Palmer—the 
younger brother of former Heisman 
winner Carson—and receiver Johnnie 
Lee Higgins, UTEP is loaded on offense. 
Tulane has almost everyone back on 
defense and will build the offense 
around quarterback Lester Ricard. 


BEST BETS George O'Leary will be fix- 
ing up his resume—again, .., Preseason 
favorite UAB won't win the conference 
championship. .., Rice will bench quar- 
terback Joel Armstrong and go with 
Chase Clement, ... Southern Miss again 
will prove to be the team to beat in 
the conference, 


TSN 


RECRUITING AGREE 


1, Tulsa Nine players from talent-rich Texas are 
featured in a class that includes DT Terrel Nemons, 
Home-grown LB Popsie Floyd could play this fal, 

2. UAB Junior college SS Chris Felder passed on 
Texas A&M and should play right away, So might 

LB Orlandus King and OL Alan Leon, both JC transfers, 
3. UCF Clarence Howard, one of eight linebackers 
signed, should play this fall. C Richard Clark passed on. 
offers from Boston College and Maryland, 

4. Marshall LBs Charles Gamble and Marcus 
Roberson have a chance to play right away, Coaches 
also like powerful RB Paul O'Hara. 

5, Southern Miss LB B,J), Wright and DE Mam 
Nyang project as future stars, 


6. SMU QB Justin Willis looks like a keeper, Junior 
college LB Clayton Cox could contribute immediately, 
7. UTEP The headliner is Brandis Dew, who passed 
‘on UCLA and Colorado and could play several positions, 
8. Memphis RB TJ. Pitts, who had offers from 
Virginia and Mississippi State, was a steal for the Tigers. 
9, Houston Two JC transfers, LB Kenny Atkins and 
DE Da'Vell Lauder, both should play this fall, 

10. Rice The Owls scored big on RB Christopher 
Douglas and OL Robby Hamilton, 

11, Tulane TE Justin Kessler is the headliner, but 
DB Matt Harding and DE Matt Slocum could help now, 
12. East Carolina OL Jonathan Battle is the top 
prospect in a disappointing class. -Cimls WALLACE, RIALS.COM 


RUSHING 


Player, school, class G 

icard, Tulane, Jr 3 
2, Darrell Hackney, UAB, Sr. 12 
3. Jordan Palmer, UTEP", Jr. 12 
4, Stoven Moffett, UCP", J 10999 147 
5, Kevin Kolb, Houston, Je 11963 198 

RECEIVING 

Player, school, class G Rec. _ Yds. 
1. Vincent Marshal, Houston, J. ii 61_ 4,040 
_2. Johnnie Lee Higgins, UTEP", Jr 1294 __700 
3. Antwon Courington, Southern Miss, St. 1247 659 
4, Jayson Boyd, UTEP", Sr, 4242560 
5. Bobby Good, East Carolina Jr 793 477 48 4 47129 10 -* 


"A member of the MAG in 2004, “A member of the WAC in 2004. ‘Did not play in 75 percent of his team’s games, 


Blazers data 
Stadium: Legion Field (grass, 

72,000) 
irmingham, Ala. 

Coach: Watson Brown (54-49, 

10 years; 86-136-1 overall, 

18 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Pat Sullivan (7th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Wayne Bolt (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: None 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 72 
2004 record: 7-5 (lost to Hawaii 

in Hawaii Bowl); 

C-USA; 5-3/T2nd 
Website: www.uabsports.com 


Schedule 

Sept.3 Mat Tennessee 

Sept. 10 at Troy 

Sept. 17 Jacksonville State _ 

Oct.1 Rice 

Oct.8 SMU 

Oct, 15 at Marshall 

Oct. 21 @ Southern Miss* 

Nov.1 aatMemphis** 

Nov. 12 UCF = 

Nov. 19 at UTEP = 

Nov. 26 at East Carolina 
“Friday **Tuesday 


B Toughest game @ Must win 
-& Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
Baylor... 
at Florida State 
Memphis 
at Cincinnati 
at Mississippi State. 
TOU.. 


at Tulane . 
South Florida, 
Houston. 
at Army . 
at Southern 
Haws 
*Hawaii Bowl 


‘UAB MEDIA RELATIONS 


PHILOSOPHY Coach Watson Brown and 
coordinator Pat Sullivan slowly have weaned the Blazers off the option 
attack of years past and allowed Darrell Hackney to show off his arm in 
‘a more open passing game. It paid off last season, when Hackney rolled 
up 3,070 passing yards and 26 touchdowns while throwing only eight 
interceptions, The Blazers plan to spread the receptions to more players 
with the loss of Roddy White to the NFL. 


‘OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Will Hackney ever graduate? It 
only seems like the 6-2, 240-pounder with the big arm has been there 
since the days of leather helmets. Hackney is back for one more go- 
round, but finding someone to catch his passes might be tough since 
stud receiver White and Bradly Chavez have moved on, Brown likes 
what he sees so far of senior Jun Cook, junior Nick Coon and sopho- 
more Willie Edwards. If Sullivan can further develop the running game, it 
would open up more lanes forthe passing attack. Dan Burks returns 
after rushing for 880 yards and four touchdowns in a strong sophomore 
‘season, and Norris Drinkard returns as the slotback. Everyone retums 
‘on an enormous line that averages 315 pounds, but incoming freshman 
‘Nan Leon (6-5, 325) will compete for a starting job. 


PHILOSOPHY Wayne Bott's 4-3 defense is 
heavily reliant on linebackers, and the Blazers have had the athletes at 
that position to make Bolt look good. But the Blazers “zoned up" less 
and mixed in more man-to-man coverage in the spring after surrendering 
too many big plays last year and losing their top three linebackers. The 
Blazers, who gave up an average of 270 passing yards per game, have 
to put more pressure on the quarterback. 

DEFENSIVE Linebackers Zac Woodfin, Gaylon 
Black and Nigel Eldridge all lett, leaving a gaping hole in the middle of 
the defense. Brown spent much of the spring looking for replacements 
and finally settled on juniors Mastaki Smith and Marcus Mark and red- 
shirt freshman Joe Henderson. Run-stopper Shamar Abrams is gone but 
the Blazers return everyone else along the frontline. Larry McSwain led 
the conference in sacks (11.5) last season, and seniors Sam Williamson 
and Emest Respress offer size and athleticism at the tackles. The sec- 
ondary retums three starters, with Carlos Hendricks ready to slide into 
Bobby Keyes’ comerback slot. Hendricks is coming off a medical red- 
shirt season. Free safety Dominique Cosper is another retumee to a unit 
that needs badly to improve against the pass. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS One of the team's biggest challenges is to 
replace kicker Nick Hayes, who connected on 13 of 17 field-goal 
attempts last season and 57 of 74 in an outstanding career. Punter 
Parker Mullins wants to handle both chores this season, but the Blazers 
signed Swayze Waters, a true freshman with 50-yard range. Reggie 
Lindsey and Lance Rhodes will handle returns, 


‘COACHING STAFF Under Brown, UAB steadily has progressed 
into one of the powers of Conference USA. Two of Brown's last four 
teams have been bowt-eligible. The staff has remained stable with only 
minor changes: Brown brought back George Pugh to coach nickel backs 
and outside linebackers, and he reshuffled his staff when line coach Pat 
Donohoe resigned midway through last season. Brown reassigned Rick 
Christophe! and Woodrow Lowe to work with the linemen. 


‘BOTTOM LINE The Blazers broke through last season and land- 
ed the school's first-ever bowl berth. Losing to host Hawaii in the 
Hawaii Bowl only whetted their appetites for more, Bigger things 
could be in store. With Hackney, a good, young cast of receivers and 
an experienced offensive line, UAB has the talent to win the confer- 
ence. Porous pass defense and questions at linebacker are all that 
stand in the way. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 23° Nick Coon 
5 hun Cook 
170 Comelius Rogers* 
TT Marcus Lampton 
LG 69. Quinton Harris* 
64 Tommie Keys 
© 50 Matt Batusio* 
65 Daniel Turner 
RG 61 Adam Truitt 
79 Jamarius Dismuke 
78 Julius Wilson* 


67 LaDarius Stanley 
80 Cedric Hampton* 


35 David Sigler 
WR Tl Reggie Lindsey* 
9 Carl Duncan 
SB 25 Norris Drinkard 
28 Marculus Eliott 
QB 4 Darrell Hackney” 
Chris Wiliams 
RB 34 Dan Burks* 
30 Corey White 
K ‘Swayze Waters: 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E44 Lamy McSwain* 
36 Tony Haynes-Dalton 
T 90 Sam Wiliamson* 
42 Sam Kendrick 
© 76 Ernest Respress 
54 Clarence Respress 
E 98 Jermaine MoElveen* 
1 David Miller 
WLB 51 Joe Henderson 
52 Jeffrey Williams 
MLB 41 Mastaki Smith 
57 Kris Guyton, 
SLB 55 Marcus Mark 
26 Gerod Condry 
CB 19 Carlos Hendricks 
22 Kevin Sanders 
ss Chris Felder 
31 Brandon Register* 
FS 21 Dominique Cosper* 
6 Camel! Williams, 
CB 13° Will Evans* 
32 Durrell Fuqua 
P 86 Parker Mullins 
“Returning starter 
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‘SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI MEDIA RELATIONS 


Golden Eagles data 
Stadium: M.M. Roberts (artificial, 
33,000) 
Site: Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Coach: Jeff Bower (96-67-1, 
14 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Jay Johnson (1st season, 
3rd at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jay Hopson (1st season) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2003 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 43 
2004 record: 7-5 (beat North 

Texas in New Orleans Bowl): 

C-USA: 5-3/T2nd 
Website: www,southernmiss.com 


Schedule 
D: 
Sept. 4* 


Oppar 
Tulane* 


at East Carolina 


Oct8 Tusa 
Oct. 15 UCF 
: at UAB™ = 
Oct.29 A at N.C. State 
Nov.8 at Marshal 
Memphis 


*Sunday **Friday “Tuesday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


Cincinnati 
at Memphis . 
at TCU. 


*New Orleans Bow! 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Golden Eagles like to run a 
multiple set and use either one or two backs, depending on the tempo 
they're trying to dictate. With a quarterback like Dustin Almond, the 
offense should present a serious run-pass threat. But new coordinator 
Jay Johnson will have to revive a passing attack that averaged only 
181.3 yards last year and finished with 15 touchdowns, putting too 
much of a burden on the bellcarrers. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Almond, a three-year starter who 
battled injury problems last year, needs to become more efficient in the 
passing game. He does have capable targets in Antwon Courington, 
Anthony Perine and Tavarres Wiliams, who showed big-play promise 
during a freshman season in which he averaged 19.3 yards on 11 
catches. Anthony Harts, the team's leading rusher last year with 714 
yards, is moving to fullback to make room for sophomore Larry Thomas, 
‘who is faster and offers more of a bigrplay threat, The line needs work, 
but it does have three-year starters Travis Cooley and George Batiste at 
the guard spots. Center Robby D'Angelo will have to step in for Addaryl 
Edwards at center, and undersized sophomore Chris Clark and Neal 
Mead will be asked to replace tackles Jeremy Parquet and Chris White. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Hit 'em fast, hit em hard and hit 
‘em often. That pretty much sums it up for the Golden Eagles, who 
haven't deviated from that philosophy over the years. And don't look for 
it to change under new coordinator Jay Hopson. While other teams 
pound away with heavy arillery, Southern Miss is more like a platoon of 
smaller, speedier snipers. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The team loses only four starters, 
but that doesn't mean all the pieces are in place for a big season. Three 
of the losses were at linebacker, and the departure of big-play monster 
Michael Boley will be felt. Antoine Cash and Dillon Cleckler also are 
gone, putting pressure on seniors Kevis Coley and Naton Stewart to 
step up and hard-hitting free safety Trevis Coley to make a seamless 
switch to the weakside spot. Akeem Lockett returns as the bandit. The 
front is in good shape with Terrance Ford at tackle and speedy Matthew 
Chatelain at end. And the secondary will be one of the best in the con- 
ference. John Eubanks, an all-conference selection, wil join returning 
starter Caleb Hendrix at comerback, and senior Darrell Bennett moves 
to free safety with fastrising Brandon Sumrall at rover. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The always-electrifying Eubanks, the confer- 
ence's top special teams player last season, is prepared to turn in 
another big season as the return man. Eubanks averaged 29.4 yards on 
21 kickoff retums and 7.7 yards on 21 punt retums. Kicker Darren 
McCaleb's accuracy (16 of 19 on field-goal tries last year) also projects 
him as a special teams All-American candidate. Luke Johnson, who aver- 
aged 41.8 yards on 67 punts, rounds out one of the country's best spe- 
cial teams units. 


COACHING STAFF Coach Jeff Bower, a Southern Miss alum, put 
up his 11th straight winning season and got the Golden Eagles in their 
‘seventh bow! game in his 14-year career at the school. Bower remains a 
‘constant, but there were significant changes on his staff in the offsea- 
son. Offensive coordinator Rip Scherer left for the NFL's Cleveland 
Browns and Bower promoted former running backs coach Johnson to 
replace him. Defensive coordinator Tyrone Nix left for South Carolina 
and was replaced by defensive backs coach Hopson. 

BOTTOM LINE tt looks like more of the same in Hattiesburg, though 
there are significant questions facing the Golden Eagles. How wil their 
notoriously nasty defense perform without Nix, their emotional leader? Will 
‘Almond stay healthy? With positive answers, the Golden Eagles should 
hhave enough talent and experience to compete for a conference title. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 13 Anthony Perine 
2 Damion Carter 
IT 75 Chris Clark 
63 Wesley Housley 
16 55 Travis Cooley” 
76 Ricardo Clark 
© 56 Robby D'Angelo 
74 Rick Thompson 
RG 70 George Batiste* 
71 Bradley Worthington 
73 Neal Mead 


78 Joseph Leech 
48. Jonathan Palmer 
89 Shawn Nelson, 


WR 82__Tavarres Williams 
80 Antwon Courington* 
08 9 Dustin Almond” 
10 Jeremy Young 
RB 8 Lary Thomas 
28 Cody Hull 
FB 3) Anthony Harris* 
33 Bobby Weakley 
K 16 Darren MoCaleb™ 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 47 Matthew Chatelain* 
99 Shadler Manning 
NT 80 Tom Johnson 
94 Ryan Watson 
T 95 Terrance Ford” 
97 Martavius Prince 
BAN 50 Akeem Lockett* 
$1 Robert Henderson 
WLB 18 Trevis Coley” 
34 Wayne Hardy 
MLB 45. Kevis Coley 
43. Chaz Richards 
SLB 49. Nlaton Stewart 
24 Gerald McRath 
CB 1 John Eubanks* 
7 James Nelson 
SS 6 Brandon Sumrall 
21 Jasper Faulk 
FS 12 Darrell Bennett* 
32 LeVance Richmond 
CB 14 Caleb Hendrix 
29 Lance Moore 
P17 Luke Johnson* 
“*Returning starter 


540 
510 
Se 


40 


187 


182 
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Tigers data 

Stadium: Liberty Bowl (grass, 
62,380) 

Site: Memphis 

Coach: Tommy West (25-23, 
4 years, 5th at school; 60-58 
overall, 10 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Randy Fichtner (5th year, 
Sth at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Joe Lee Dunn (3rd year, 
Sth at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: Multiple 

Last league title won: (1971, 
Missouri Valley) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2002 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 70 

2004 record: 8-4 (lost to Bowling 
Green in GMAC Bowl); 

: 5-3/T2nd 
; www. gotigersgo.com 


Schedule 
Sept.5 _ Mississippi* 

S Chattanooga 
Sept.24 at Tulsa 
Oct. 1 


Oct. 15 A at Houston 
Oct. 22 East Carolina 


{2 SO UAB ES ae 
Nov. at Tennessee 
Nov. 19 at Southern Miss 
Nov. 26 Marshall 


Monday **Tuesday 
BW Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
at Mississippi, W, 20-13 
Chattanooga W, 52-21 
at Arkansas State W, 47-35 
+L, 35-28 
W, 41-14 
W, 49-24 
1 49-10 
Louisville. 66-49 
Southern Miss . W, 30-26 
at East Carolina W, 38-35 
at South Florida W,81-15 
Bowling Green’ , 1, 5235 


*GMAC Bow! 


| 5. Memphis 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY It has to be tempting for coach 
Tommy West to hand the ball o DeAngelo Wiliams and tell evexybody 
else to get out of his way. But the Tigers really would prefer to strike a 
reasonable balance between the run and the pass so they don't wear 
down The Franchise by midseason. The passing game will develop out 
cof necessity because opponents are going to focus on Willams and 
dare the Tigers to throw. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Wiliams, who ran for 1,948 yards 
and 22 touchdowns last season, is a legitimate Heisman Trophy con- 
tender. He is fast, elusive and outrageously strong, an accomplished run- 
ner who drives through and skirts around defenders. And he spent much 
of the spring working on his pass-catching skills. The question now is 
who will throw him the ball? Danny Wimprine departed with his 10,215 
career passing yards, leaving a gaping hole that junior Patrick Byrne, 
redshirt freshman Will Hudgens and true freshman Billy Barefield tried to 
fillin the spring, Bye emerged as the front-runner, Ryan Scott, Maurice 
Avery and Mario Pratcher bring experience to a receiving corps that 
needs a playmaker to step up. To patch up a line that lost four starters, 
West moved Blake Butler from guard to center and experimented with 
tight end John Doucette at tackle. Three-year starter Andrew Hardy 
relums to guard after missing last season with an ankle injury, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY West wants to cover the field 
with speed, and that’s the way he recruits. The Tigers use a basic 4-3 
but accasionally wil shift to the 3-4 set to shake up things and keep 
‘opponents guessing. But the players still have to make plays, which the 
Tigers didn't do last season. West seemed to be baffled by the softness 
cof a group that returned a number of key defenders from the 2003 team, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL West says he expects this year’s 
group to be much better than the one that finished 90th in the nation in 
total defense. Those Tigers especialy struggled against the pass, 
allowing 275.9 yards per game and 29 passing touchdowns. West 
made it clear in the spring that no job is safe, The Tigers lose monster 
tackle Albert Means but are looking for senior Van Houston to step in 
at that position. The front seven will be dominated by seniors, with 
Houston, end Marcus West, tackle LaVale Washington, outside line- 
backer Carlton Baker and middle linebacker Tim Goodwell forming a 
solid core. The secondary returns free safety Wesley Smith and corner- 
backs 0.C. Collins and Dustin Lopez, who led the team with four inter- 
ceptions last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Stephen Gostkowski. That's the name you 
need to know when discussing the Tigers’ special teams. Last season, 
the senior kicker, a Lou Groza Award semifinalist, converted 20 of 24 
field-goal attempis, including all si between 40 and 49 yards. Long 
snapper Rusty Clayton has 25 straight starts under his belt. Punter 
Brandon Roberson is gone, but West brought in junior college transfer 
Michael Gibson to fill that role, Look for Joseph Doss as the primary 
return man, 


COACHING STAFF West got a new four-year, $4 million deal as 
2 reward for resurrecting a Memphis program that is 17-8 the past two 
seasons. There's no secret formula. The reason for the team's success 
is talent, a testament to West's ability to attract top-level recruits. While 
the offense, under coordinator Randy Fichtner, gets most of the ink, Joe 
Lee Dunn's defense, with its creative and innovative game plans, does 
its share of the heavy lifting. 

BOTTOM LINE As long as Wiliams is healthy, the Tigers are capa- 
ble of beating anyone. But there are too many questions to project 
Memphis as a conference champion. The Tigers are good enough, how- 
ever, to continue their winning ways and land another bow! invitation. 


CONFERENCE USA 


National rank 


Pos. 


OB 


RB 


Pos. 


FS 


cB 


Pp 


*Returning starter 


OFFENSE 
. Name Ht «Wt CL. 
Ryan Scott* 64 215 Jr. 
Carlton Robinzine 63 195 Fr. 
Abraham Holloway «6-4 -312 ‘So, 
Philip Beliles 64 265 Fr. 
Andrew Handy 62 310 Sr. 
Jared McGowen 64 305 So. 
Blake Butler* 63 280 Jr. 
Stephen Schuh 61 287 Jr. 
Willie Henderson 67 328 dr. 
‘Andy Smith 64 290 So, 
Bruce McCaleb 62 218 Jr. 
Brandon Pearce 65 270 Fr. 
John Doucette* 62 265 Sr. 
Brett Russell 63 225 Fr. 
Maurice Avery 61 216 Sr. 
Earnest Williams 6-0 180 Fr. 
Mario Pratcher 64 2 Sr, 
Antonio McCoy 60 15 Fr. 
Will Hudgens 63 200 Fr. 
Patrick Bye 61 2 dr. 
DeAngelo Williams* 5-10 217 Sr. 
Joseph Doss 59 190 So. 
Stephen Gosthowski 6-2. 200 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
Marcus West* 6-4 260 Sr. 
‘Tyus Jackson 63 250 Sr. 
LaVale Washington 6-1 285 Sr. 
Brandon Douglas 63 25 Fr. 
Van Houston 66 320 Sr. 
Rubio Phillips 62 250 Sr. 
Carlton Baker* 62 232 Sr. 
Mike Snyder 62 231 Jr. 
Tim Goodwell” 62 229 Sr. 
Heath Grant 61 220 So. 
Quinton McGrary* 62 222 Jr 
Greg Hinds 61 220 So, 
Dustin Lopez* 510 181 Jr 
Brandon McDonald = 5-11 180 Jr, 
Derek Clenin 59 195 Jr. 
Rod Smith 61 215 So, 
Jake Kasser 510 190 Jr. 
Sam Brewer G1 194 dr. 
Wesley Smith* 63 194 Sr. 
Brandon Patterson = 6-1 195 Fr. 
0.. Collins” 6-0 185 Sr. 
Jamaal Rufus 63 205 Jr. 
Michael Gibson 62 190 Jr. 
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‘Herd data 
Stadium: Joan C. Edwards 
(artificial, 38,019) 
Site: Huntington, W.Va. 
Coach: Mark Snyder (1st year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Larry Kueck (1st year, 
5th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Bill Wilt 
(4th year, 7th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2002 (MAC) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 60 
2004 record: 6-6 (lost to 
Cincinnati in Fort Worth Bowl); 
MAC East: 6-2/T2nd 
Website: www.herdzone.com 


Sept.1 William & Mary* 
Sept. 10 Kansas State _ 
Sept. 24 at UCF 
Oct. 1 


atTulane 
Nov.8 _ @ Southem Miss**_ 
Nov.19 East Carolina 
Nov.26 at Memphis 


“Thursday **Tuesday 
‘H Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


L17-15 


at Georgia. 
Miami (Ohio) . 
al Ohio... 
at Kent State . 
Butfalo 
UCF.. 
at Akon. 
at Bowling Green 
Western Michigan . 
Cincinnati. 
*Fort Worth Bow! 
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RICK HAYE / MARSHALL UNIVERSITY 


'PHILOSOPHY For the past few years, the | 
Marshall plan best can be described as air America, with strong-armed 
quarterbacks like Chad Pennington and Byron Leftwich filing the skies 
with footballs in one of the nation’s highest-scoring attacks. New coach 
Mark Snyder's offense won't be as wide open as previous Marshall teams, 
but it won't be as vanilla as Ohio State's, his previous employer. The Herd 
has the potential for a strong running game, so that's where the focus will 
begin, Snyder wants balance and eventually wants to run some spread 
option schemes after the offense has matured. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The running game will revolve 
around sophomore Ahmad Bradshaw, who backed up Earl Charles last 
year, and Gerwin Wiliams, who emerged in the spring as a real threat. 
It's hoped that sophomore quarterback Bernard Morris can provide the 
passing game, Morris is a physical talent, but he has to learn the leader- 
ship aspects that the position demands. A huge loss is star sophomore 
wide receiver Emanuel Spann, who tore an ACL before spring drills 
Junior Chubb Small, who moved to wide receiver, and sophomore 
Marcus Fitzgerald, Larry's brother, must take up the slack. Senior Toby 
Bullock, who is recovering from a tom pectoral muscle and is moving to 
left tackle after 24 straight starts at guard, will anchor a huge line 


(DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Marshal's problems on defense 
the past few years have been its inability to play well in big games, 
Much of that comes from a lack of discipline, Being aggressive is one 
thing; being smart and aggressive is another. Snyder's defense at Ohio 
State was built around forcing opponents into bad decisions with speed 
and athleticism. And the Herd can bring the athletes, especially in the 
secondary, which has the kind of talent and depth that has many com- 
paring this year’s group to the 1999 crew that featured Chris Crocker 
and Rogers Beckett. There are a lot of holes to fil, so Marshall will have 
to endure some early growing pains. 


/PERSONNEL The Herd will ied one of the best 
defensive backfelds in the conference and pethaps in the nation, with 
junior strong safety Curtis Keyes, senior free safety Chris Royal, senior 
cornerback Wile Smith and senior corner Chris Hawkins, a transfer from 
North Carolina who has the staff buzzing, Marshall has to replace the 
entire front seven, but a lot of young guys got time last season, so the 
cupboard isn't quite as bare as it may seem. At linebacker, junior Matt 
Couch had an impressive spring, and freshman lan Hoskins is a talent. 
On the line, senior tackle Floyd Wright had a big spring, but can anyone 
replace the pass-rushing skill of end Johnathan Goddard? 


‘SPECIAL TEAMIS This is one area where the Herd is solid. Strong- 
legged junior lan O'Connor, who has AllAmerica potential, handles punt- 
ing and kickoff duties. Of his 63 kickoffs last season, 24 were touchbacks, 
and 17 of his 64 punts were inside the 20. Spann was the primary punt 
retumer, but Bradshaw has the ability to handle kickoff and punt returns. 


STAFF Marshal stayed within the family when it hired 
Snyder, an All-American defensive back for the Herd in the 1980s, The 
hope is hell have the same success as the last alum they hired: Bob 
Pruett. Snyder isn't as foksy and laid back as Pruett, but he connects 
with players and will increase Marshall's abiliy to go after bigger names 
in the recruiting game, Snyder kept eight assistants from the previous 
steff-including offensive coordinator Lary Kueck and defensive coordina- 
tor Bill Wilt-so the limited turnover will help ease the transition. 
‘BOTTOM LINE With road games at Virginia Tech, Memphis and 
UTEP, and home games against Kansas State, Southern Miss and UAB, 
the Herd isn't ducking anyone. I the young talent, especially on defense 
and quarterback, puts it together fay quickly, the Herd could be inline 
for a bowl game. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
. Name 
Wilbur Hargrove 
7 Hiram Moore 


IT 56 Toby Bullock* 
64 Chris Barnes 
LG 72 __-Ryan Baynes 


62 Matt Altobello 


C 66 Doug Legursky 
75 Nate Howard 
RG 63. John Inman 
74 David Ziegler 
RT 73 Seth Cook™ 
Wesley Jones 
TE 85 Jeff Mullins 


13 Brian Shope 


WR 1 Marcus Fitzgerald 
28 Chubb Small 
WR 42 Shawn Lauzon 
6 Nate Manns 
QB 14 Berard Morris 
16 Jimmy Skinner 
RB 44 Ahmad Bradshaw 
29 Gerwin Williams 
K 49. tan O'Connor* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
— 87 Byron Tinker 
92 Bilal EL-Amin 
T 84 Adrian Davis 
90 Blake Merritt 
T 52 Floyd Wright 
90 Blake Merritt 
E 51 Jason Kaminski 
38 DeMarcus Thomas 
WLB 30 Dennis Thomton 
12 Scott Wilks 
MLB 47 Matt Couch 
Brandon Souder 
SLB 21 fan Hoskins 
39 Donte’ Newsome 
CB 27 Willie Smith* 
TT Terick Thomas: 
SS 25 Curtis Keyes* 
18 Geremy Rodamer 
FS 26 Chris Royal* 


19 Geremy Rodamer 


CB 40 Chris Hawkins 
9 van Clark 
P49 an O'Connor* 


Returning starter 


314 


198 


210 


165 


5. East Carolina 


‘OFFENSE Finding a quarterback for new coach Skip Holt’s pro-set offense is 
imperative. James Pinkney, last year’s starter, did not enroll in spring classes, so Holtz 
will sort through redshirt freshmen Patrick Pinkney and Davon Drew and converted full 
back Kort Shankweiler. Running back Chris Johnson retumns, assuring the Pirates of at 
least a competent rushing game, but top wide receiver Bobby Good and tight ends 
Sean Harmon and Shawn Levesque are bouncing back from surgery. Center Hunter 
Wood is still recovering from shoulder surgery, and tackle James Myrick, who had ankle 
surgery, is ify, so defensive lineman Chris Sellers and tight end Josh Cofiman have 
become offensive linemen. 


(DEFENSE Middle linebacker Chris Moore was the leading tackler on last season's 
‘outrageously porous defense. Comerback Erode Jean and safeties Kyle Chase and senior 
Zach Baker return, but stopping the run-the Pirates yielded 233 yards per game and 4.9 
yards per attempt last season-is the biggest problem. Holtz is mixing and matching. He 


6. UCF 


‘OFFENSE A lot of work is needed here. The unit averaged just 280 yards and 15.9 
Points last season, and a young line allowed 50 sacks. The Knights also lost career rush 
ing leader Alex Haynes; junior Dontanius Wilcox is the most likely successor in coach 
George O'Leary's one-back set. Junior Steven Motfet returns at quarterback ater a so-so 
2004, Senior tight end Darcy Johnson is back, and O'Leary moved Brandon Marshall and 
Mike Welker back from defense to wide receiver. About the only benef rom last season 
is that the line gained experience and four starters return, 

‘DEFENSE The Knights need to improve their run defense; they allowed 186.5 yards 
peer game and 22 rushing touchdowns last season. The pass rush wasn't much better, 


! forcing 14 sacks in 11 games. O'Leary wanted to shit defenders to other positions in 


the offseason. That included moving junior Chris Welsh from end to strongside line- 
backer. A broken hand has slowed Welsh's transition. O'Leary signed eight linebackers in 
his latest recruiting class, so he should find a few players there, Tackles Emeka 


Pirates data 

Stadium: Dowdy-Ficklen (grass, 
43,000) 

Site: Greenville, N.C. 

Coach: Skip Holtz (1st year) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Steve Shankweiler (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Hudson (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1976 

(Southern) 

Last bowl appearance: 2001 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 99 
2004 record: 2-9; C-USA: 2-6/T10th 
Website: www.ecupirates.com 


—— 


Se DD 

Sept. 17 at Wake Forest 

a 24 at West Virginia 
“Southern Miss 


a ciel = 
Oct.15___at SN = 
Oct.22___ath 

at Marshall = 
Nov. 26 UAB 
at West Virginia. 
Wake Forest 
Cincinnati 


at Louisville . 


at Southern Miss 
Amy... 
at Houston . 


*al Charlotte 


moved linebacker Jamar Floumoy to free safe- = 


ty, and defections sapped the linebacking 
corps, so Zach Slate was moved from tackle 


to linebacker. Linebacker Dashaun Stephens is : 


coming back from knee surgery. Finding a 
playmaker on the line would help. 


This was one of the 


Pirates’ few strengths last season. Return spe- : 


Cialist Travis Williams is a game breaker, and 
punter Ryan Dougherty is a Ray Guy candi- 
date. Holtz hopes Robert Lee can replace 
‘Cam Broadwell's kicking, but Dougherty may 
wind up doing some kicking. 


BOTTOM LINE The Pirates are a mess 


on offense, and losing James Pinkney is a 
tough blow, especially fora team that was so 
inexperienced last season. There is no way the 
Pirates can contend for the conference title, 
but aiming for .500 should be a realistic goal. 
its doubtful they will reach it, though. 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl 

87 Brian Howard* = 6-2 10 J. 
78 Eric Graham* 66 312 Jr. 
64 Gary Freeman* 6-1 331. Sr. 
67 Hunter Wood* 63 283 Sr. 
60 Trey Magee 64 297 Sr. 

James Myrick 64 287 Sr. 
89 Sean Harman 63 27 Sr. 
18 Bobby Good" 61 186 Je. 
14 Patrick Pinkney «6-0 “187 ‘Fr. 


xBEeEHRBORSE 


— Robert Lee SM 213 de. 
DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL We cL 
E 94 Michael MacDonagh 6-3 249 Jr. 
T 96 Mark Robinson = 6-2 255 So. 
T 99° Donte Brown 6-1 287 Jr. 
Et Richard Koonce 6-0 237 Sr. 
WLB 42 Dashaun Stephens 5-1! 233 Sr. 
MLB 40 Chris Moore” 64 228 Sr. 
SLB 48° Durwin Lamb 61 223 So. 
CB 32 Travis Williams «= 5-11 175 So. 
SS 4 Kyle Chase* 5-8 195 Jr. 
FS 9 Zach Baker* 62 208 Sr. 
CB 25 Erode Jean™ 59 17 Je 
P 10 Ryan Dougherty = 6-1 21 dr. 


“*Returning starter 


24° Chris Johnson” 5-11 170 So. ° 
44 Jemarcus Veal" 6-1 241 Sr. : 


Golden Knights Data 

Stadium: Citrus Bowl (grass, 
65,438) 

Site: Orlando 

Coach: George O'Leary (0-11, 

1 year; 52-44 overall, 8 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Tim Salem 

(2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Lance Thompson (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last leaque title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: None 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 90 
2004 record: 0-11; 

MAC East: 0-8/7th 
Website: www.ucfathletics.com 


Sept.1 at South Carolin: 
Sept. 17 _at South Florida 
Sept. 24 Marshall 

Oct.1 at La-Lafayette 

Oct. 8 hi 

Oct. 15 r Sou 

Oct. 22 


at Ball State . 
Kent State. 


Okammor and Keith Shologan started as true 
freshmen last season. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS This was one of the 
few bright spots last season, Kicker Matt 
Prater was 5-06 on field-goal attempts of 40 
‘or more yards, but just 3-of-7 between 30 and 
39 yards, He missed the last two games of 
2004 with a leg injury but is back for his fourth 
season. Senior punter Aaron Home put 18 
kicks inside the opponent's 20-yard line last 
season, The Knights must replace kick returner 
Luther Huggins and punt return specialist 
Tavaris Capers. Sophomore running back 
Curtis Francis had nine kick returns in’04. 


‘BOTTOM LINE There's nowhere to go 
but up for UCF. O'Leary has to be feeling the 
heat after an 0-11 finish, but last year's youth 
movement should pay dividends this season, 
The schedule is favorable as C-USA rivals 
Marshall, Memphis and Houston visit Orlando. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht WE Cl 
WR Tl Mike Walker 62 195 Jr. 
{T 63 Dominic gneki* «6-4 300 So. 
LG 67 Dan Veenstra* 65 300 Jr. 
© 53 Cedric Gagne-Marcoux* 6-3 280 Jr. 
RG 79 Kyle Smith 6&3 280 So. 
RT 70 Josh Sitton 65 310 So 
TE 84 Darcy Johnson* 6-5 255 Sr. 
WR 81 Brandon Marshall* 6-4 230 Sr. 
QB 9 Steven Moffet* 6-3 210 Jr. 
RB 20 Dontavius Wilcox 5-9 220 Jr. 
FB 32 Goodson Ohaegbulam6-0 250 Jr. 
K 2 Matt Prater* 5-10 180 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL WE Cl 
E 49° Glenroy Watkins” 6-2 240 Sr. 
T 14 Keith Shologan” 6-2 280 So, 
T Ti Emeka Okammor* 6-1 270 So, 
E 92° Dennis King 6-2 260 So, 
WLB 48 James Cook" 6-3 220 Sr. 
MLB 57 Clarence Howard © 6-4 260 Fr. 

96 Chris Welsh* 64 235 Jr. 

32 Travis Holmes 5-9 170 Jr. 


Renford Parkes 5-11 210 So, 
38 Sha'reff Rashad = 6-1. 200 Fr. 
26 Ron Ellis™ 5-1 190 Jr. 
7 Aaron Horne” 6-3 195 Sr. 
*Retuming starter 


™gaaee 


CONFERENCE USA 


Miners data 

Stadium: Sun Bowl (artificial, 
51,500) 

Site: El Paso, Texas 

Coach: Mike Price (8-4, 1 year; 

137-126 overall, 23 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Eric Price 

(2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Tim Hundley (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2000 

(WAG, tie) 

Last time didn't go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 101 
2004 record: 8-4 (lost to 

Colorado in Houston Bowl); 


WAC: 6-2/2nd 
Website: www.utepathletics,com 
Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 3. at New Mexico State 
Soy —@Houston® 
ANew Mexico 
‘at Memphis 
at Tulane™ z 
Marshall 
atRico 
Tulsa 


Nov. 12 Texas Southern 


Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 


at Arizona State, 
Weber State 
Boise State 


Hawaii . 


at San Jose State . 
Ric 


- W, 95:28 (OT) 
W, 57-27 
197-35 
93-28 
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UTEP ATHLETIC MEDIA RELATIONS. 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Mike Price, who has coached 
such quarterbacks as Drew Bledsoe, Ryan Leaf and Jason Gesser, says 
Jordan Palmer ranks with those stars in talent, Price, who is beginning 
his second season at UTEP, likes the wide-open style with four- and 
five-wideout formations, and the Miners have the quarterback and 
enough depth at wide receiver to support the system. The 2004 Miners 
were quick to catch on to the detailed five-man blocking schemes nec: 
essary to make Price's one-back offense successful, 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Palmer, the younger brother of 
2002 Heisman Trophy winner Carson Palmer, blossomed last season 
under Price's direction and should improve even more as a junior. 
Palmer threw for 2,818 yards and 26 touchdowns last year, and all of 
his top receivers return, Senior Jayson Boyd was hot late last season, 
but junior Johnnie Lee Higgins might become the go-to guy. Chris 
Francies has caught passes in 33 straight games, The Miners will miss 
multi-dimensional running back Howard Jackson, but not that much, 
Tyler Ebel, a transfer from UCLA, could step right inif, that is, he can 
beat out two other top talents, Matt Austin and Marcus Thomas, The line 
took the biggest hit, but the left side is solid with tackle Josh House and 
guard Jose Garcia, Andy Smith should take over for at center, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The offense might get the atten- 
tion, but the defense, according to Price, wins games. Coordinator Tim 
Hundley, who took a job with Michigan State, only to change his mind a 
few days later, uses a 4-3 that puts a premium on aggressive playmak- 
ing and speed. The Miners were among WAC leaders last season in 
sacks (lst with 42), pass-effciency defense (second, 108.7), scoring 
defense (second, 25.1 points) and total defense (third, 961.2 yards). 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Restocking the linebacker corps 
was a spring priority after the loss of Robert Rodriguez and Godwin 
Akinduro, Thomas Howard returns to the strong side, and juniors Troy 
Callao (middle) and Jeremy Jones (weak side) are projected starters. 
The line lost ends Brian Givens and Ibok lbok, but tackles Chris Mineo 
and Zach West are back, and junior college transfers Ricky Van and 
Humberto Padilla provide depth, Look for end Alex Obomese to have a 
breakout season, Another problem area for the Miners is cornerback. 
James Delgardo, who is returning from a knee injury, wil fil in at one 
‘corner, and junior Nate Draughton should be the other. Sophomore free 
safety Quintin Demps showed flashes of brillance last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The Miners appear set with kicker Reagan 
Schneider, who made 15 of 20 field-goal tries and scored 97 points. 
Punter Bryce Benekos is gone, but junior college transfer Ryan 
Hotchkiss should step right in. Higgins handled most of the kick return 
duties last year, and Ebell is a candidate to return both kickoffs and 
punts, Delgardo also isin the mix. 


COACHING STAFF Price believes Hundley's decision to stay put 
is important, given all the changes the players have endured in previous 
years, While Price's offensive and defensive philosophies were well 
received by the Miners, the laid-back atmosphere he created was even 
more appreciated. Price used off-the-wall ‘competitions"=lke having 
offensive and defensive linemen engage in field-goal kicking and punt: 
return conteststo keep a team coming off three straight two-win sea~ 
sons relaxed. Tim Duffie did a sensational job with the linebackers, but 
he'll have his work cut out for him this season, 

BOTTOM LINE Last season, which ended with a trip to the 
Houston Bow, will be a tough act to follow because there were so few 
expectations heading into 2004, That won't be the case this year as the 
Miners begin their first season as a member of Conference USA. There 
are holes to fil, but this team should be good enough to go to a bowl. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 1 — Jayson Boyd 
Daniel Robinson 
IT 74 Josh House* 
51 Austin Chestnut 
LG 79 Jose Garcia* 
54 Clay Salima 
© 61 Andy Smith 
62 Robby Felix 
RG 73 James Riley 
59 Alex DiMatteo 
RT 57 Tyler Ribitzki 
68 Luis Espinosa 
TE 37 Jake Sears 
81 Casey Mauch, 
WR 80 Chris Francies* 
10 Chris Marraw* 
WR 21 Johnnie Lee Higgins* 
23 Aaron Givens 
QB = § Jordan Palmer* 
13° Orlando Cruz 
RB = 20 Matt Austin 
8 — Marcus Thomas 
K 49 Reagan Schneider* 


DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 


E 47 Alex Obomese 
41 Reggie Miles Jr. 
T 70 Chris Mineo* 
56 Justin Hanel 
T 63 ZachWest* 
98 Humberto Padilla 
E 4 Joe Ward 
96 Justin Watson 
WLB 6 — Jeremy Jones 
18 Marshall Sanford 
MLB 44 Troy Collavo 
4 Jason McQuay 
SLB M1 Thomas Howard* 
42 Anthony Barnes 
CB 24 James Delgardo 
3 Tim MeCullouch 
SS 25 Joe Fleskoski* 
31 Cedria Click 


Fs 9 
a 

CB 1 Nate Draughton 
5 Andre Bailey 

P 7 Ryan Hotchkiss 

“Returning starter 


ifs 


wt. 
210 
190 
295 
290 
315. 
305 
305 
265 
300 
310 
290 
325 
240 
230 
200 
180 
180 
195 
230 
230 
195 
195 
180 


Wt. 
230 
250 
285 
216 
300 
315 
245 
265 
200 
205 
230 
210 
240 
235 
180 
710 
200 
185 
205 
195 
180 
195 
20 
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UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON MEDIA RELATIONS 


Cougars data 

Stadium: Robertson (grass, 30,757) 

Site: Houston 

Coach: Art Briles (10-14, 2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Art Briles 
(3rd year) 

Defensive coordinator: Ron Harris 
(3rd year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 1996 (tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 75 

2004 record: 3-8; C-USA: 
3-5/T6th 

Website: www.uhcougars.com 


Schedule 


Date Opponent 
Sept.1_™ Oregon* 

Sept. 10 Sam Houston State 

Sept. 16 


“Thursday **Friday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


at Rice. . 
at Oklahoma . 


East Carolina. 
at UAB. 
Lovisvile 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Ideally, the Cougars try to spread 
‘opponents out and let quarterback Kevin Kolb pick them apart. They will 
mix in the run, but high-octane passing is the staple of coach Art Briles’ 
attack. It works, but only when everyone's healthy and eligible, which 
they weren't much of last season, and when the line is able to protect 
Kolb, which it didn't in 2004. Kolb should have earned a track letter for 
all the running he was forced to do in a disappointing 8-8 season. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Cougars are flush with retum- 
ing skill position talent, starting, of course, with Kolb. Strong-armed, 
accurate, mobile and intelligent, the only thing holding Kolb back is the 
Cougars’ ability to protect him. Wide receiver Vincent Marshall returns, 
as does Donnie Avery, Perry McDaniel and blazer Ricky Wilson, a con- 
verted comerback. But the Cougars stil are waiting to hear whether slot 
receiver and backup quarterback Kendal Briles, the coach's son, will be 
able to come back from shoulder surgery. The Cougars will have a 
potent running attack with Anthony Evans, Jackie Battle, Ryan Gilbert 
and Harold Taylor all returning. The line is the question mark. SirVincent 
Rogers moved from right tackle to left, but the staff is looking for 
improved play from center Sterfing Doty and left guard Roy Swan. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Cougars are switching to a 
3-4 to take advantage oftheir speed and athleticism and pump up a 
unit that ranked 92nd nationally against the run, 96th in scoring 
defense and 78th in total defense. They emphasize speed to the ball 
with blitz and pressure packages that will puta lot of trust in defensive 
backs to contain receivers. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Cougars’ new scheme took 
a severe hit when senior inside linebacker Lance Everson blew out a 
knee and was lost for the season. He will be replaced by redshirt 
freshman Cody Lubojasky, who will team with sophomore Trent Allen 
con an inexperienced inside duo. Wade Koehl and Brendan Pahulu will 
play outside. Massive Marquay Love played well enough in the spring 
to show he can be an effective nose tackle. Kade Lane is moving from 
tackle to end, where he will team with Gerard Richard. The return of 
ccomerback Roshawn Pope from academic probation bolsters a solid 
secondary that also returns comerback Willie Gaston and strong safe- 
ty Rocky Schwartz, with Joseph Gonzalez penciled in as the starter at 
free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS This was Houston's most glaring weakness last 
year. The Cougars struggled in every aspect-punting, kicking and the 
return game. But Wilson, who sat out because of academic problems, is 
back, as is Pope, giving the Cougars legitimate return threats. But Justin 
Laird needs to improve a punting game that ranked 101st in the nation, 
and Garrett LeFevre needs to improve on Dustin Bell's 59 percent field- 
goal accuracy. 


COACHING STAFF Bris learned valuable lessons about house- 
keeping and making sure players are going to class after losing several 
impact performers to grades. And he made several significant offseason 
moves, bringing in former Texas A&M assistant Alan Weddell to handle 
the linebackers and poaching Clay Jennings from Louisiana-Lafayette to 
coach the defensive backs. Defensive coordinator Ron Harts also will 
coach the lin, replacing Oscar Giles, who left for Texas, his alma mater. 
‘And Erik Slaughter, who spent two years as the strength and condition- 
ing coach, has joined the staf to help with linebackers. 

BOTTOM LINE No excuses. If the Cougars can develop an offen- 
sive line that performs at least adequately, they should qualify for a bowl. 
Losing Everson, one of the most underrated players in the conference, 
was a huge blow to the defense, but Weddell is an innovator who 
should be able to plug the hole. 
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yeas 


CONFERENCE USA 


OFFEN 


. Name 


Vincent Marshail™ 
Perry McDaniel 
SinVincent Rogers” 
James Hong 
Roy Swan* 
Dustin Dickinson 
Sterling Doty” 
Jake Ebner 
David Douglas 
Byron Alfred” 
Jeff Akeroyd 
Jason Wagner 
Blade Bassler 
John MeGitvray 
Donnie Avery* 
Josh Carethers 
Ricky Witson 
Jeron Harvey 
Kevin Kolb* 
Kendal Briles 
Anthony Evans” 
Jackie Battle 
Garrett LeFevre 


DEFEN 
Name 


Kade Lane* 
Tate Stewart 
Marquay Love 
D.J, Johnson* 
Gerard Richard 
Philip Hunt 
Wade Koehi* 
Chris Pilot 

Cody Lubojasky 
Roy Otis 

Trent Allen 
Rodney Rideau 
Brendan Pahulu* 
James Fitch 
Roshawn Pope 
Sean Bailey 
Rocky Schwartz” 
Tisten Robertson 
Joseph Gonzalez 
Emest Miller 
Wile Gaston* 
Courtney Stering 
Justin Laird 


*Returning starter 


“k 


SE 
Ht «Wt Cl. 
59 115 Sr, 
59 175 So. 
63 295 So, 
65 310 Sr. 
62 325 Sr. 
63 305 So. 
62 297 dr. 
62 290 Fr. 
63 335 Sr. 
62 280 So. 
64 305 So. 
66 300 So. 
64 235 Sr. 
65 295 Sr. 
60 190 So. 
62 205 Jr. 
540 180 So, 
64 215 Jr. 
63 220 Jr. 
54 205 Sr. 
540 215 Sr, 
62 250 Jr. 
62 230 Fr. 
SE 
Ht Wet CL 
62 270 Sr. 
63 270 Fr. 
60 320 dr 
62 315 Sr. 
63 300 Sr. 
64 250 Fr. 
62 225 Jr. 
61 25 Fr, 
63 205 Fr. 
60 230 Sr, 
62 235 So. 
61 20 Fr. 
63 215 So. 
61 230 Sr. 
Sq 190 Jr. 
Stl 185 Fr, 
St 180 So, 
61 25 Sr. 
S11 200° dr. 
60 70 Fr. 
St 185 Sr, 
57 180 Sr. 
62 20 Jr. 
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CONFERENCE USA 


3. Tulane 


‘OFFENSE The West Division is loaded with quarterbacks, and Lester Ricard, who has = 


recovered from the broken wrist that sidelined him last season, ranks among the best. 
Graduation sapped the receiving unit ( Roydell Willams and Chris Bush are gone), but 


sophomore Kenneth Guidroz has tremendous hands and a good future. The running game 


is well fortified. Jovon Jackson and Matt Forte both rushed for 624 yards last season, and 


Ray Boudreaux could join the rotation. They will be running behind a stacked line that fea- 


tures three returning starters, 

DEFENSE The Green Wave gave up huge chunks of yardage last season, but 
coach Chris Scetfo is hoping his commitment to youth will pay off this time around. For 
that to happen, a line that is led by ends Antonio Harris and Billy Harrison and tackles 


Avery Wiliams and Taurean Brown will have to put more pressure on quarterbacks, The 


linebacking corps should be solid with three senior starters~Anthony Cannon, Antonio 
Mason and Brandon Spincer. But a secondary that managed only six interceptions last 


OFFENSE The Owls lost a big chunk of their starting backfield, most ofthe line and 
top two receivers from last year’s disappointing team, Rice, which was 1 14th nationally in 
passing efficiency, will try to throw the ball more out ofthe spread option to take advan- 
tage of the arm strength of sophomore quarterback Joel Armstrong. Mike Falco and 
Quinton Siith wil take over at H-back and look to give the running game punch, But look 
‘ut for senior Thomas Lott, who was the team's leading rusher two seasons ago but has 
since battled injuries. His retum might provide a spark. Despite the skill players, a young, 
inexperienced line sill has to come through. 


DEFENSE End John Syptak leads six returning starters, so the Owls should be at 
least adequate on this side of the ball. And with all the questions to be answered on 
offense, the defense had better be decent. Senior Adam Herrin and sophomore Buck 
Casson highlight what should be a strong linebacking crew, but the Owls will be young 
and thin in the backfield, where junior starters Andray Downs and Chad Price return It is 


Groen Wave data 

Stadium: Superdome (artificial, 
69,767) 

Site: New Orleans 

Coach: Chris Scelfo (26-34, 

6 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Frank Scelfo (5th year, 10th at 

school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Eric Schumann (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won: 1998 
Last bowl appearance: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 7 
2004 record: 5-6; 

C-USA; 3-5/T6th 
Website: www.tulanegreenwave.com 


Sept. 17 Mississippi State 
2 


Sept. 24 


"Sunday “*Friday 


2004 Results 

at Mississippi State. 
Florida A&M. .. 
Southern Mis 
at East Carolina 
at Memphis. 
UAB... 


at TCU. 
Louisville... 
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season will remain a work in progress. 
Cornerback Sean Lucas and safeties Darren 
Sapp and Tra Boger are experienced if not 
dynamic. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS This is one area 
‘where Tulane looks solid. Fred Smith and 
Boudreaux are spectacular on the return team, 
and punter Chris Beckman can be a real 
weapon with his phenomenal control. Kicker 
Barrett Pepper was beat out last season by 
Nick Beucher, but he made a strong spring bid 
to win back his job. 


BOTTOM LINE Ii the defense holds up 
and there are no key injures, the Green Wave 
could challenge for bow! eligibility, But depth 
could be an issue, especially if anything hap- 
pens to Ricard. The play of receivers Guidroz, 
Bubba Terranova, Damarcus Davis and 
Michael Batiste could provide the key to 
Tulane’s success. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt CL 
WR 24 Damarcus Oavis* 6-0 189. Jr. 
{T 68 Chris McGee* 64 295 Sr. 
LG 72 Matt Traina* 6-3 280 Sr. 
© 55 Joe Traina* 6-3 280 Sr. 
RG 66 Donald Madlock 6-4 295 Sr. 
RT 64 Derek Rogers 6-5 309 Jr. 
TE 88 Bobby Hoover* 6-4 262 Sr. 
WR 84 Kenneth Guidroz 6-3 209 So. 
QB 8 Lester Ricard* 6-5 222 Jr. 
RB 25 Matt Forte 61 224 So. 
FB 22 Ray Boudreaux 5-10 200 So. 
K 47 Nick Beucher 6-0 196 So. 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt. 
— 57 Antonio Harris” 6-2 271 
T 93° Taurean Brown” 6-6 280 
T 56 Avery Williams" 6-0 282 
E 42 Billy Harrison 64 243 
WLB 5 Brandon Spincer 6-2. 213 


SELLS ELE S PERS 


MLB Ti Anthony Cannon* 6-0 233, 
SLB 38 Antonio Mason” 6-0 222 
CB 21 Jeremy Foreman* 6-2 172 
SS 30 Darren Sapp 60 20 
FS 2 Tra Boger* 61 223 
CB 31 Sean Lucas* 5-1 202 
P 45 Chris Beckman = 6-2 202 
*Retuming starter 


Owls data 

Stadium: Rice (artificial, 70,000) 

Site: Houston 

Coach: Ken Hatfield (54-68-1, 
TI years; 167-130-4 overall, 
26 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Scott Wachenheim (5th year, 
12th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Roger Hinshaw (8th year, 
12th at school) 


Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1994 (tie, 
swe) 

Last bowl appearance: 1961 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 95 

2004 record: 3-8; WAC: 2-6/9th 

Website: www.riceowls.com 


Sept. 10 at UCLA 
Sept.17 at Te 
Sept. 24 Navy 


hoped that massive sophomore George 
Chukwu (6-1, 308), a very promising prospect, 
will be able to replace Jeremy Calahan and 
anchor the line, 


SPECIAL TEAMS This unit needs a lt 
of work. Brennan Landry made only 4 of 9 
field-goal attempts, none longer than 39 yards, 
but sophomore Luke Juist is waiting his turn, 
‘The punting wasn't much better-Jared 
Scruggs averaged 37.7 yards, but the Owls’ 
net punting (28.5 yards) was last in the nation, 
Falco and Downs are solid return specialists, 


BOTTOM LINE Rice fans are getting 
weary of all the losing. The team hasn't won a 
league title since 1994, and last season's sur- 
prising plunge into the tank didn't help. The 
‘Owls have won only 12 games since what 
was supposed to be a breakout 8-4 finish in 
2001. Ken Hatfield might well be coaching for 
his life this season, 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 80 = Andy Hall 6-4 210 Jr. 
65 David Carter 6-6 285 Jr 
72 Robby Heos 6-3 205 So. 
52 David Perkins 6-3 275 So. 
11 Cory Laxen® 63 200 ur. 
50 Rolf Krueger” 6-3 290 Jr 


Joe Don Wood* 6-2 240 Sr, 
13° Joel Armstrong 5-11 185 So. 
44 Quinton Smith* 5-11 195 Jr. 


22 Mike Falco 69 210 Jr. 

25 Andrew Cates = 5-1 225 Jt, 

41 Luke Juist 6-1 190 So, 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL Wt Cl. 
E 47 John Syptake 6-2 200 Sr. 
T 92 DeJaun Cooper” 6-2 280 Jr. 
T 99 George Chukwu 6-1 305 So, 
E 98 Courtney Gordon 6-3 255 Jr. 
WLB 48 Adam Herr 6-4 225 Sr. 
BAN 17 Chad Price* 5-1 200 Jr. 
SLB 43° Buck Casson 6-1 220 So. 
CB 3 Matt Ginn 5-9 180 Jr. 
ROV 38 Aubrey White 64 190 So, 
FS 2 © AndrayDowns* = 5-9 185 Jr. 
CB 8 Lance Byrd* 5-1 185 Jr. 
Pp 


85 Jared Scruggs* 6-3 190 Jr. 
“Returning starter 


9. Tulsa 


OFFENSE As long as Util Parish and Brandon Diles are around, Tulsa will be able to 
run the ball, But will the Golden Hurricane be able to throw the ball to complement that 
rushing game? The No. 1 jab is to settle on a quarterback, and the battle is between two 
young, relatively inexperienced players-sophomore Paul Smith and freshman David 
Johnson, both of whom redhsirted last season. While Tulsa lost both starting receivers, 
tight end Garrett Mils, one of the nation's best, returns. The line returns three starters. 


Mike Mengers and Jeff Perret will be back at the tackle positions, and Aaron Danenhauer = 


will move from guard to center. 


DEFENSE Led by ends Brandon Lohr, Cody Madison and Robert Latu, Tulsa should 
be able to create havoc, That would be a nice change from last season when the 
Hurricane ceded more ground than the French army, allowing 211 rushing yards per 
game. Shoring up a secondary that lot three starters is a must. Bandit Bobby Blackshire 
returns from a good 2004 season, while free safety Shannon Carters back from injury. 


Golden Hurricane data last season, but after that, the linebacking is 
‘Stadium: Skelly (artificial, 40,385) thin, which is why coaches were looking at 
Site: Tulsa, Okla. three junior college transfers in the spring. 
Coach: Steve Kragthorpe (12-13, SPECIAL TEAMS As long as All- 


2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Charlie Stubbs (3rd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Todd Graham (3rd year) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 

Defensive scheme: 3-3-5 


‘American Ashian Davis is healthy, so is the 


runner, as his NCAA-record five touchdown 
returns last season indicate. Senior Brad 


tent punting game from junior Chris Kindred 
was one of the spring goals. 


Nick Bunting was second-team all-conference = 


Hurricane return game. Davis is an electrifying: 


DeVault is a solid kicker, but getting a consis: 


CONFERENCE USA 


6. SMU 


OFFENSE The Mustangs used three starting quarterbacks last season, all of whom 

+ feturn for more, Tony Eckert, who threw for 1,406 yards and six touchdowns, looks like the 
favorite to win the job, but sophomore Chris Philips had a strong spring and senior Jerad 
Romo stil isin the competition. An even bigger priority is finding a horse to run the ball, 

: Romo gained 434 yards last season in his nine games as a quarterback and led the team 

in ushing, But sophomore tailback Cedrick Dorsey appears to have a strong upside. The 

entire line returns, though the Mustangs averaged only 18.4 points and 125.2 rushing 

} yards per game in a 3-8 season. 

: DEFENSE This team should be solid at linebacker with senior D.D, Lee, sophomore 
Witton McCray, junior college transfer Clayton Cox and senior playmaker Alvin Nnabuife, 

= Coach Phil Bennett has experience along the front wall with ends Justin Rogers and Don 

+ leremia-Stansbury flanking tackles Brandon Bonds and Desmond Jones. Now all he has to 

: do is translate that experience into more sacks and a playmaker to replace tackle Allan 

‘Adami, Cornerback Rolando Humphrey and 


Mustangs data strong safety Jamey Harper will be starting for 
Stadium: Gerald J. Ford (grass, the fourth straight year, but experience beyond 
32,000) those two in the secondary will be a problem. 
Site: Dallas Bennett also must find a way to get his team 
Coach: Phil Bennett (6-29, 3 years) out of the box quicker. SMU was outscored, 
Offensive coordinator: 237-99, in the first halves of games last year, 
Rusty Burns (2nd year) SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Chris 
Defensive coordinator: Jim Gush — McMurtray and punter Ryan Mentzel are capa> 
(Ath year) ble, but the Mustangs have to improve their 
Offensive scheme: poor kick coverage. Blake Warren and redshirt 


freshman Fred Turner will get a chance to 


Last league title won: 1985 
(Missouri Valley) 

Last bow! appearance: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 64 

2004 record: 4-8; WAC: 3-5/T6th 


BOTTOM LINE The Hurricane should be 
able to control the clock with the running 
game, and Davis isa threat to break one off 
every time he touches the ball, But last sea 
son's fall from a bow team in 2003 to a 4-8 


Last league title won: 1984 
(SWG, tie) 

Last bow! appearance: 1984 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 111 

2004 record: 3-8; WAC: 3-5/T6th 


show they can handle return duties, 
BOTTOM LINE The biggest positive from 
last year's struggles was that SMU endured all 
that misery with one of the nation’s youngest 
rosters. Mustangs fans hope that on-the-job 


Website: www,tulsahurricane.com record and sithrplace fnish in the WAC was 


more because of the inabiity to stop anyone 


on defense. 
Opponent 
at thea 
__at Oklahoma 
OFFENSE 
Sat Pos. No, Name HL We. 
Tam Mggo|«OWA! 21 Landon Keopple = 6-0 188 
Oct.8 at Souther Miss _ ty Mike Mengers” 6-4. 774 
at Rics LG 67 John Hameister-Ries 6-6 288 
© 56 Aaron Danenhauer* 6-5 289, 
RG 61 Jesse Stoneham 6-4. 315 
Nov.12 East Carolina Lit ereclay ogi 
= vrett Mils* 2 233 
tee je TE 88° Charles Ramsey 6-4 259 
priser WR 3 Ashlan Davis 58 179 
QB 12. Paul Smith 62 192 
2004 Results RB 23. Usi Parrish 58 209 
at Kansas, K 29 Brad DeVaut «= 6-0 195 
DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL WE 
at Hawaii, — 97 Brandon Lohr 6-0 250 
Boise State. (45-42 NT 90 Brandon Jones 6-2. 280 
at Nevada E 35 Cody Madison = 6-3. 243 
Rice OLB 32 Chris Chamberlain 6-2 216 
atsMU.... MLB 41 Nick Bunting” 6-1 225 
at Louisiana Tach OLB 55 Nelson Coleman® 6-2. 227 
Gaiicenoid S 4 Bobby Blackshire 6-3 200 
S 42 BumellSmith = 6-1 201 
CB 2 Nick Graham = 5-10. 185 
FS 19° Shannon Corte 6-0 201 
CB 24 Jeff Thibodeaux 6-0 175 
P 5 ChisKindred = 5-190 

“*Returning starter 


BR ELPesesSssee 


SYSSESSSeSeesn 


Website: www.smumustangs.com training will pay off—if not in a winning record, 
then maybe a .500 finish that would seem like 


a pretty big deal in Dallas, 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name Ht o1, 

WR 85 Reynaldo Pellerin 6-3 190 Jr, 

oe ae iT Ti Martin Guidry* 6-4 285 dr, 
Oct.15 __East Carolina _ 4g 50 Caleb Peveto* = 6-4. 285 So, 
at Tulsa © 66 Ben Poynter 6-4 280 So. 
Rice RG 62 Brad Kieschnick 6-3 290 Sr, 
at Houston RT 58° Darrin Johnson 6-6 292 dr. 
TE 89 RyanKennedy* 6-5 261 dr 

WR 82 Bobby Chase* 6-4 210 dr. 

QB 4 Tony Eckert* 62 195 Sr. 

RB 23 Codriok Dorsey* 5-11 195 So. 

FB 1 Fred Tuner 510 110 So. 

K 31 Chris MoMurtray* 6-1 220. 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL WL ch. 

E 30 Don ereria-Stansbury* 6-2 235 Sr, 

T 96 Desmond Jones* 6-1 290 ur. 

T 56 Brandon Bonds 6-1 305 dr. 

E 40° dustin Rogers* 6-4 240 dr. 

WLB 5 — Wilton McCray" 6-0 195 So, 

MLB 35 00. Lee* 6-1 235 Sr, 

SLB 27 Alin Nnabuife* 6-1 207 Sr, 

CB 26 Rolando Humphrey” 5-9 1/5 Sr. 

SS 16 Jamey Harper 6-0 190 Sr. 

FS 10 Randall Goode = §-11_ 190 dr. 

CB 21 Jonathan Lindley 6-0 180 So, 

P = 41_—-Ryan Mentzel* 6-0 193 Sr. 


*Returning starter 
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SCOUTING the 


Ss 


Conference rank (=) 


By Marr Markey, TOLEDO (Ovi0) BLADE, AND Doue Zateski, Star Press (MUNCIE, IND.) 


Power of four will rule in a high-powered, reorganized conference 


fter expanding to 14 schools 
three years ago, the Mid- 
merican Conference has taken 


a page from corporate America and 
downsized. Marshall and Central 
Florida left the league to join a restruc- 
tured Conference USA. 

Central Florida made little impact 
during its three seasons in the MAC, 
but Marshall's addition in 1997 helped 
elevate the national profile of the con- 
ference and forced other league schools 
to keep up or be left far behind. 

What remains in 2005 is a quality 
product that includes four of the league- 
record five schools that played in bowl 
games last season. 

Bowling Green will move from the 
West Division to the East and fill the 
power void created by Marshall's depar- 
ture. That evenly distributes the top four 
programs, with the Falcons and Miami 
running at the top of the East and 
Toledo and Northern Illinois providing a 
standard for excellence in the West. 

The MAC's continued prominence 
was further solidified when former 
Nebraska coach Frank Solich was hired 
to guide Ohio, The Bobcats have strug- 
gled recently, but Solich’s hiring re- 
emphasizes the program's commitment 
to football. 


ASCENDING 

Kent State After two decades of fail- 
ure, the Golden Flashes finally have 
something to get excited about. They 
finished 4-4 in the conference each of 
the past two years, their first consecu- 
tive non-losing seasons since 1986 and 
'87. Kent State has the makings of 
another good defense after leading the 
conference in that area last year. 


DESCENDING 

Akron The Zips pushed their way 
into contention for the East Division 
title behind the play of quarterback 
Charlie Frye, who left after last season. 
Now the Zips will have to break in a 
new signal-caller, revamp their offense 
and replace 20 players who made con- 
siderable contributions. 
MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 

Justin Parrish, OLB, Kent State He 
plays in the shadow of other top line- 
backers, but he’s the key player on one 
of the league's best defenses. He's also 
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Pos. Name, school. Ht__Wt cl. 
WR Greg Jennings, Westem Michigan 5-11 191 Sr. 
WR Eric Deslauriers, Eastem Michigan 6-4 207 Jt, 
TE Tony Scheffie, Westem Michigan 66 250 Sr. 
T Doug Free, Northern linois 66 200 i 
T Joe Staley, Central Michigan 65 283 Je 
G Kory Lichtensteiger, Bowing Green 6-3 300 So. 
& Ben Lueck, Northem linois, 64 310 Se. 
© Brian Van Acker, Northern Minos = 6-4 287 Sr. 
QB Omar Jacobs, Bowling Green 64 224 In 
RB Jery Seymour, Central Michigan 5 190 kk 
RB Garrett Wolfe, Northem linos 5-7 174k. 
DEFENSE 
E Daniel Bazuin, Central Michigan 6:3 257k 
E Marcus Johnson, Miami 63 260 Sx. 
T Daniel Muir, Kent State 62 25 Sr. 
LB Justin Pantsh, Kent State 62 240 Se 
LB Tema Nande, Miami 61 228 Se. 
LB Javan Lee, Northem Ilinois 62 222 Sr. 
LB Teddy Piepkow, Bowing Green «6-0 -28- Sr, 
GB Darrell Hunter, Miami 61 213 Se 
GB Jeleni Jorden, BowingGreen © 510177 Sr. 
S Keon Jackson, Toledo S41 206 Sr 
S Esk Keys, Bal State 510 209 Je 
‘SPECIALISTS 
K Andrew Wellock, Eastern Michigan 5-11 168 Jr 
Matthew Miller, Ohio 61 191 Se 
KR Ryne Robinson, Miami S10 169k 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Omar Jacobs, OB, Bowing Green 
Defense: Tema Nande, LB, Miami 
NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Nick Moore, WR, Toledo 
Defense: TJ. Grifin, LB, Northem llinois 


the most feared pass rusher in the con- 
ference. Parrish recorded a school- 
record 14 sacks last season and made 
17% tackles for loss. 


MOST OVERRATED PLAYER 

Anthony Sherrell, RB, Eastern 
Michigan He broke a school record in 
2003 when he ran for 1,531 yards, then 
fell off to 854 yards last season. 
Displeased with his role, Sherrell decid- 
ed to transfer to Delaware State but 
changed his mind. Can the Eagles real- 
ly trust Sherrell to quit complaining and 
put team interests first? 
BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Joshua Cribbs, QB, Kent State Junior 
college transfer Michael Machen is 
expected to replace the versatile and 
ultra-athletic Cribbs, who, in his four 
years as a starter, became Kent State's 
all-time leader in eight offensive cate- 
gories. Cribbs was the league's top dual 
threat and a dangerous open-field 
runner. The 6-6, 240-pound Machen is 
an imposing figure, but he'll have to do 
a lot to make fans forget Cribbs. 

Charlie Frye, QB, Akron Sophomore 
Jabari Arthur is the leading candidate to 
replace the gritty and durable Frye, a 
four-year starter who accounted for 
more than 70 percent of Akron’s offense 
last season. Arthur was Frye’s backup 
but spent most of last season at wide 
receiver. If Arthur fails, Pittsburgh trans- 
fer Luke Getsy gets thrown into the fire. 

Nick Kaczur, OT, Toledo John Greco 
gets moved from the right to the left side 
to provide the primary pass protection 
for quarterback Bruce Gradkowski. 
Greco replaces Kaczur, the rugged 
Canadian who parlayed his size, 
strength and speed into a third-round 
draft pick by the New England Patriots 
Kaczur, Toledo's first four-time all-confer- 
ence pick (three first teams and one sec- 
ond), started all 52 games in his career. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Ti. Griffin, LB, Northern Illinois The 
redshirt freshman took advantage of the 
extra practice time the Huskies received 
last December by earning a bow! bid. 
He quickly moved up the depth chart in 
the spring and will become a starter this 
season. The former tailback is an athlet- 
ic player whose presence should be felt 
all over the field. 


Dip into Insider Matt Hayes’ college football mailbag at sportingnews.com 


not advance past 
also-ran status 


Ilinois will cap a 
sixth straight 


Nick Moore, WR, Toledo The redshirt 
freshman could emerge as the center- 
piece of the Rockets’ receiver corps. He's 
the brother of former Toledo star receiver 
Lance Moore, and some in the program 
think he will be better. One thing is sure: 
Nick Moore will receive the opportunity 
to shine in Toledo's spread offense. 
BEST COACH 

Gregg Brandon, Bowling Green 
Brandon is 20-6 after two seasons with 
two bowl wins and two firfshes in the 
top 25 national rankings. Toledo's Tom 
Amstutz is 36-15 after four seasons with 
three MAC West crowns, two confer- 
ence championships and three bowl 
appearances. Slight edge, Brandon. 
BEST STAFF 

Bowling Green Brandon's offensive 


winning season 
under Joe Novak 
with a bowl bid 
to something 
better than the 
Middle of the 
Night Bowl they played last year in 
California. Toledo will light up the 
scoreboard all season and then play in 
their fourth bowl in five years under 
Tom Amstutz. Bowling Green put on 


Northern Illinois: _ quite a show in Mobile last year with 52 
Ithas lost to the _points in a rout of Memphis, and flashy 
Rockets eight quarterback Omar Jacobs will take the 
straight times. Falcons back to the GMAC Bowl, 

The Huskies will unless a better bid comes along. 


BEST BETS 
The MAC won't miss Marshall. The 


until they end Herd thundered into the league eight 

that jinx. years ago and won six straight East 

BOWL BOUND crowns but limped out after being a non- 
Northern factor the past two seasons, ... Look for 


some down-and-out majors to come 
courting Bowling Green's Gregg Brandon 
and Toledo's Tom Amstutz after they 
enjoy another successful season, ... Look 
for a sorting-out process to commence 
back in the pack. Seven teams are work- 
ing under coaching staffs that have been 
in place one season or less. ... Bowling 
Green quarterback Omar Jacobs will 
have another superb season and follow 
the lead of Ben Roethlisberger, who 
opted out of his final season at Miami 
two years ago for the NFL. TSN 


1. Northern Illinois The Huskies’ eight-player 
Chicago haul includes LB Phil Brown and WR Orlando 
Moore, both of whom could play this fall, 

2. Akron Carlton Jackson, an athletic quarterback 
who passed on Michigan State and Kansas State, was 
‘a great pickup. TE Jose Cruz could play ths fall. 

3. Western Michigan Q8 Tim Hiller had interest 
from Louisville and Maryland. CB EJ. Biggers, who 
turned down lowa and Penn State, could be special. 
4. Toledo RB Dajuane Collins could play this fall, 
The Rockets signed six offensive linemen, the best of 


6. Central Michigan OBs Dan LeFevour and Sean 
Price could be good. So could RB Anthony Boykins. 

7. Buffalo The Bulls think DB Mario Henry and 

RB Ike Nduka could be impact players early, 

8. Bowling Green OB Freddie Bames is a keeper. 
OTs Kevin Mahoney and Philip Pollard could help now. 

9. Eastern Michigan RB Tim Conner headlines a 
solid class, RB Terrence Blevins could be a sleeper. 
10. Ohio Out of a 28-man class, RB Jayson White 
and LB Jordan Meyers could play early, 

11, Ball State QB Zach Jones has a great upside, 


: which s tackle Kevin Hobbins, and bnising RB Chis Clancy could see action this fl, 
‘dinator, Stud , had thy “SA . 
pa est cee eh Nd Rela a 5. Kent State Expect junior college transfer Michael 12, Miami QB Daniel Raudabaugh and OT Heath 
d Machen, a physical prostyle quarterback, to start Cartwright ae top prospects. CHRIS WALAGE RNAS COM 


with a MAC-record 506.3 yards per 
game, Defensive boss Tim Beckman has 
been quick to innovate and adjust as 
more offenses in the conference go to 


MAC 


wide-open attacks. The unsung hero is RUSHING 
strength guru Aaron Hillman, who has _ Player, school, class G__Att. Yds. _Avg. Long TD _YPG_NCAArk. 
made as big an impact as anyone dur- 4, Garrett Wolfe, Northem Minos, J. 11256 1656 65 84 18 1506 5 
ing four very successful seasons. “2. Jeny Seymour, Central Michigan Jr 11282 1984 4960 6 1167 49 
COACH ON THE HOT SEAT -3.PJ. Pope, Bowling Green, St. 12__178 1,008 __6.2 88 15 915 95 
Jim Hofher, Buffalo He needs to show —_4, Brett Biggs, Akron, Sr. 41__185 _671__47 57 10 792 58 
fans and bosses the program is improv- _5. Anthony Sherel, Eastem Michigan, Sr. 11194854 4466 11-78 62 
ing. The Bulls are 4-28 in MAC play 
during Hofher's four seasons. They won PASSING 
two conference games last year, a high Player, school, class G Att. Comp. Pet. Int. __Yds._YdsJ/att. 1D Rating NCAA rk. 
for Hofher, but that number won't be 1. Omar Jacobs, Bowiing Green, Je. 12__462 309 669 4 4002 67 41 1672 _4 
sufficient this year. 2. Bruce Gradkowski, Toledo, Sx. 13399 260 702 8 3518 68 27 1628 5 
BIGGEST GAMES 3. Josh Betts, Miami, Sr. 13444 968 604 14 3510 79 93197625. 
Toledo at Bowling Green, November 22 __4:Kent Smith, Cental Michigan, Sx i1_333 188 565 8 2264 69 16 1251 67 
This is the traditional season-ender for 5. Matt Eastern S. 11_484__298 525 2807 65 21117366 
these bitter rivals, Both teams should be 
Mies RECEIVING 
battling for di titles, and both ha 
high-scoring offenses that will make the East cs G__Ree_Yés_long_1D._RPG_YPR_YPC. NORA, 
gain exciting asiiall Gsmemitigtil 1. ic Deis, Eastem Michigan: __11_e4_ 1.257 _@4 19 76 150 11494 
Northern Illinois at Toledo, 2. Greg Jennings. Wesiem Michigan, St. 11__74 4,092 __79__11_—87_ 147 «993 8 
November 16 With Bowling Green's ‘3. Charles Sharon, Bowing Green, Se 12 66 1070 58 15 55 162 892 24 
move to the East, this game should 4, Steve Sanders, Bowing Green, Sr 12 $5 98442846 179 82026 
5. Domenik Hison, Akron, St 1} 88 4882 «667 «60184 802 8 


decide a division title. The problem for 
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Falcons data 

Stadium: Perry (grass, 30,599) 

Site: Bowling Green, Ohio 

Coach; Gregg Brandon (20-6, 
2 years; Sth year at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 


Greg Studrawa (3rd year, 

5th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

John Lovett (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1992 
Last bow! appearance: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 58 
2004 record: 9-3 (beat Memphis 

in GMAC Bowl); 

MAC West: 6-2/3rd 
Website: www.bgsufalcons.com 


Schedule 

Sept.3 A at Wisconsin 
Sept. 10 at Ball State 
Sept. 21 mat Boise State** 
Oct.1 Temple 
Oct.8 Ohio 


at Buffalo 
Oct. 22 Western Michigan 
Oct. 29 Akron 


“Tuesday “Wednesday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


L, 40-24 


at Norther llinois 
at Temple.. 
at Central Michigan 


Eastem Michigan - 
Western Michigan .......W, 52-0 
Marshal. W, 56-35 
Toledo L 49-41 
Memphis’ W, 52-95 
*GMAC Bow! 
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Team reports by Matt ski, Star Press 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY When a relative unknown named 
Urban Meyer took over this program four years ago, he scrapped the full 
back position and went full spread, sideline-to-sideline, triggering an offen- 
sive revolution that would change the conference. Since then, Bowling 
Green has stockpiled athletes who excel in this fast-paced style, and the 
results are a statistical tsunami, The Falcons ranked second nationally in 
total offense last year with a MAC-record 506.3 yards per game and aver- 
aged a conference-record 44.3 points, And with plenty of talent returning, 
coordinator Greg Studrawa can't wait to start pushing the buttons again. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Conference offensive player of the 
year Omar Jacobs, who studied under equally prolific predecessor Josh 
Harris, returns as the quarterback for the high-powered Falcons. He has 
all the tools-size, speed, arm and savvy-to duplicate his 2004 totals of 
4,002 passing yards, 41 touchdown passes and 300 yards rushing. 
Jacobs has plenty of help. Wide receivers Charles Sharon and Steve 
Sanders are long, rangy and athletic guys with speed. PJ, Pope and 

BJ. Lane give the Falcons two allconference-caliber tallbacks, and 
Bowling Green uses them to set up its precision-strike passing attack. 
The left side of the line returns two all-conference blocking sleds in tack- 
le Rob Warren and guard Kory Lichtensteiger. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Bowing Green's speed-based, 
pursue-and-swarm style relies heavily on athletic linebackers, and new 
‘ones seem to emerge for the Falcons every year. John Lovett was hired to 
run the defense after Tim Beckman lft fora post with Ohio State. Lovett 
has coordinated defenses at Mississippi, Aubum and Clemson, $0 exper- 
ence isn't a factor. Lovett soon will realize that because the offense scores 
0 much, his defense frequently will face desperate offensive attacks. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Falcons use a lot of people, 
‘especially up front, where nose tackle Mike Thaler and end Devon Parks 
provide an anchor for emerging impact players such as Brad Willams 
and Monte Cooley. A heavy dose of redshirt freshmen offer depth and a 
bright future, Teddy Piepkow looks to be the team's next all- MAC line 
backer, with Jamien Johnson and Terrel White stepping in for graduated 
seniors. The secondary gets tested a lot by opponents trying to catch 
up, and cornerback Keon Newson's sit interceptions will be hard to 
replace. Comers Terril Mayberry and Jelani Jordan and strong safety 
Mike Crumpler have the most experience of the retuming players. 


SPECIAL TEAMS The guy under the most scrutiny might be 
Josef Timchenko, a former junior college transfer who will be asked to 
replace Shaun Suisham. The reliable Suisham kicked 14 field goals and 
a MAC-record 69 conversions last year and finished his career with an 
NCAAvtecord 226 PATS. Timchenko connected on his only career feld- 
goal try last year. Punter Nate Fry is solid, and Sharon and Lane give the 
Falcons a dangerous one-two retumn punch, 


COACHING STAFF Winning mid-major teams usually have their 
coaching staffs plundered, a fate Bowling Green coach Gregg Brandon 
was able to avoid until this offseason when Beckman departed. But hir 
ing Lovett from Louisiana Tech, where he was for just a few months, was 
a good get. This remains a solid staf. However, look for Brandon to 
become a hot head coaching commodity once the Division FA firings 
start later this year. 


BOTTOM LINE Bowling Green's move from the West Division to 
the East keeps the conference balanced, but it changes the power 
structure in both divisions. The Falcons will continue to overwhelm and 
‘outscore everyone, overshadowing the presence of a competent 
defense. With al of its success, Bowling Green is looking for its frst 
overall conference title since 1992. That and a third straight bow! game 
should happen in 2005. ~Matt Markey 


OFFENSE 
. No. Name 
Derrick Lett 
18 Kenneth Brantley 
5B Rob Warren* 
73 Kevin Huelsman 
Kory Lichtensteiger* 
Edmond Massey 
John Lanning 
Jonathan Culp 
Derrick Markray 
Patrick Watson 
Drew Nystrom 
Jeffrey Fink 
Sean O'Drobinak 
Ruben Ruiz 
Charles Sharon* 
Luke Alexander 
12 Steve Sanders* 
86 Marques Parks, 
4 Omar Jacobs* 
16 Anthony Turner 
33 
32 
87 


SS@saeea 
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PJ, Pope” 
By. Lane 
Josef Timchenko 


DEFENSE 


Name 

Brad Williams* 
Brandon Mack 
TI Mike Thaler* 
‘97 Brandon Curtis 
81 Monte Cooley 
96 Thomas Smith 
51 
a 

5 


m 


Teddy Piepkow* 

95 Jon Jakubowski 
Jamiien Jotinson 
41, Aaron Burkart 
Terrel White 
26 Lavelle Sharpe 
Terrill Mayberry” 
39° Steve Simonton 
Mike Crumpler 
40 Bryan Jackson 
Tim Arnold 

30, Erique Dozier 

2 Jelani Jordan* 

23° John Nicholson 
P48 Nate Fry* 


*Retuming starter 


RedHawks data 
‘Stadium: Yager Stadium 
(artificial, 27,000) 
Site: Oxford, Ohio 
Goach: Shane Montgomery 
(ist year; 5th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Shane Montgomery (th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Taver Johnson (1st year, 
5th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2003 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 44 
2004 record: 8-5 (lost to lowa 
State in Independence Bowl); 
MAC East: 7-1/1st 
Website: www.muredhawks.com 


Schedule 
q 


~ at Eastern Michigan 

at Temple 

Buffalo 

N ‘4 Bowling Green** 

at Ohi 
Monday **Tuesday “Wednesday 

i Toughest game @ Must win 

‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


Indiana State . 


Toledo .. 
at Western Michigan . 


“Independence Bow! 


(MIAMI MEDIA RELATIONS 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Miami, under the capable eye of 
Shane Montgomery, has continued to fire on all cylinders, even with the 
departure of quarterback Ben Roethlisberger for the NFL after the 2003 
season. Montgomery simply inserted Josh Betts into the offense and 
watched him guide the RedHawks to a No. 13 total offense national 
ranking. Look for Montgomery, who has moved from coordinator to head 
coach, replacing Terry Hoeppner, to remain heavily involved in an 
offense that wil kep its strong passing flavor and take advantage of 
Betts and an experienced cast of receivers. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Excitement about Betts and his 
receivers is understandable, but the real offensive strength is the line. 
The glue of a unit that returns four starters is Todd Londot, a three-year 
starter. He will move back to center after playing tackle last season. 
Mark Kracium will become a third-year starter at the important left tackle 
spot. Betts, who ranked 13th nationally in total offense last season as a 
first-time starter, has a strong arm and solid grasp ofthe offense. Martin 
Nance, Ryne Robinson and Josh Wiliams are inviting targets who offer 
a strong mix of talents: Nance is big, Robinson has great speed and 
Willams works well over the middle. The RedHawks lost their two best 
rushers, but explosive Brandon Murphy should be ready to step in, 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Continuity and consistency 
could be concerns as the RedHawks begin play under a new coordina- 
tor forthe third straight season. Taver Johnson, who coached lineback- 
ers at the school from 2000-03, is familiar with the system and a familar 
face tothe players. He will continue to use the high-pressure 4-3 
scheme that forced 11 fumbles last season, the second-best total in the 
conference. The attacking style also helped the RedHawks lead the 
MAC in sacks each of the last two seasons (38 in 2004, 36 in ‘03). 
DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Senior outside linebacker Tema 
Nande might be the top impact defender in the MAC. He is well known 
for his 500-pound bench press and big hits, and he has the speed 
(4.45) to move to end on passing downs. John Busing, a three-year 
starter at outside linebacker, led Miami in tackles last season with 93, 
He also led the nation in interceptions by a linebacker two years ago 
with five. Miami has high-impact players on its line (Marcus Johnson) 
and in its secondary (Darrell Hunter). Johnson moved from tackle to end 
last year and enjoyed a breakout season that included 7'4 sacks and 
first team all-conference status. Hunter willbe a third-year starter at cor- 
nerback. He's the fastest player on the team and projects well on NFL 
radar screens. 

‘SPECIAL TEAMS The strength of this unit is punt retumer Ryne 
Robinson, ast year’s MAC special teams player ofthe year. He leads all 
active players with 1,201 career punt return yards. Miami will have 2 
new punter in Jacob Richardson, while Todd Soderquist takes over the 
kicking job on a fulltime basis. 


COACHING STAFF Miami looked within to select its new head 


coach after Hoeppner left for Indiana. Montgomery, who served as offen- 


sive coordinator from 2001-04, is viewed as a rising star in the coach- 
ing profession, He was a two-time nominee and 2003 finalist for the 
Frank Broyles award, given annually to the nation’s top assistant coach. 
‘Two holdovers from Hoeppner's staff remain with the RedHawks. Tim 
Cooper will coach defensive backs, and Brian Von Bergen stays on as 
receivers coach and recruiting coordinator. 

BOTTOM LINE Miami boasts outstanding talent across all units 
and will remain a major player in the conference championship race. But 
Bowling Green's move to the East Division will make the odds of win- 
‘ing a third straight ttle daunting. Stil, if everything goes right and the 
offense continues to roll, anything can happen. Doug Zaleski 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 82 Ru Conin® 
81 Patrick O'Bryan 
75 Mark Kracium™ 
85 Josh Satterthwait 
LG 72 Steve Meister 
50 Matt McKeown 
c Todd Londot* 
73 Pete Walters 
RG 79 Nate Bunce 
73 Pete Walters 
RT 76 Charlie Norden” 
68 Dave DiFranco 
TE 89 Dan Tyler” 
84 Ter Vogel 
WR 13° Ryan Busing 
18 Sean McVay 
WR 2 — Ryne Robinson* 
27 Marcus Tate 
QB 8 Josh Betts* 
3 Mike Kokal 
RB 24 Brandon Murphy 
22 Akim Lannaman 
K 35. Todd Soderquist* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E $3 Marcus Johnson™ 
95 Tranaine Sils 
T 65 John Glavin 
63 Otto Linwood 
T 44 Jarrod Rich* 
99 Mike Bare 
E 58 Graig Mester 
96 James Case 
OLB 12 John Busing” 
37 Dontae Wright 
MLB 38 Derek Rehage* 
46 David Hutzelman 
OLB 32 Tema Nande* 
30 Bryan Tyson 
CB 21 Ryan Redd 
5 Frank Wiwo* 
SS 1 Joey Card™ 
23° Jeff Schroeder 
FS 36 Stove Burke 
6 — Robbie Wilson 
CB 28 Darrell Hunter* 
33. Jerri Gaines 
P 4 Jacob Richardson* 
~Retuming starter 
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3. Akron 


OFFENSE The top priority is finding a quarterback to replace Chale Frye, who 
accounted for more than 70 percent of last season's total offense and left Akron with 54 
school records, Sophomore Jabari Arthur, Frye’s backup last year, and Pittsburgh transfer 
Luke Getsy are competing forthe job. Four of five line starters are new, but returning tack- 
le Tim Crouch is a good one. Domenik Hixon again wil be the top threat at wide receiver, 
while tailback Brett Biggs should provide consistent offense as he tries to improve on his 
871 rushing yards and 10 touchdowns. 

DEFENSE This team's strength will be an athletic and fast defense that retums seven 
starters. While the offense adjusts to a new quarterback, this unit will have to carry the 
load. Much of the speed can be found in the secondary where returning comerbacks 
Reggie Comer and Dionte Henry will get help from West Virginia transfer Davanzo Tate. 
Linebackers Jay Rohr, Bryan Howe and Brion Stokes are experienced, as are Brian White, 
Kiki Gonzalez and Jermaine Reid up front. Parris McNeal is the rover and Kevin Grant 


4. Kent State 


OFFENSE The Golden Flashes return five starters from the second-highest scoring 
offense in school history, but quarterback Joshua Cribbs isn't one of them. Kent's career 


: leader in eight categories will be replaced by Michael Machen, a former minor league base- 


ball player and junior college transfer who enjoyed terrific spring, Machen is 6-6, 240 
pounds and has great arm strength. He will work behind a deep line that has four returning 
starters and 10 players who can contribute. Luke Tilman might be the best running back in a 
group with litle experience, but Najzh Pruden heads a solid cast of receivers. Cameron 
Bobb is a dangerous wideout with size, hands and an abilty to make people miss. 


: DEFENSE The defense, which ranked first in the conference and 15th nationally, 


returns six starters, including Justin Parish, a linebacker who made 17° tackles for loss 
and set a school single-season mark with 14 sacks. Tackle Daniel Muiris the best of a 
solid front wal that includes Colin Ferrell and Roger Attiah. End Nate Wesley also returns 
after missing the last two seasons with injuries. Jonathan Eggleston joins Parrish at line- 


plays the bandit position. 


Zips data SPECIAL TEAMS Special teams, with 
Stadium: Rubber Bowl (artificial, _all key contributors retuming, should be 2 
31,000) strength for a team in transition. Punter Billy 


Site: Akron, Ohio 
Coach: J.D. Brookhart (6-5, 


Sullivan is reliable, and kicker Jason Swiger 
was a second-team all-conference performer 


1 year) in 2003, Hiton ran back a punt and kickoff for 

Offensive coordinator: Jim Pry touchdowns last season, and Biggs averaged 
(2nd year) 24.3 yards per kickoff return. 

Defensive coordinator: 


Jim Fleming (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: None 
Last bow! appearance: None 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 94 
2004 record: 6-5; 


BOTTOM LINE Akron has 12 starters 
retuming from last season's 6-5 team that 
came within one game of a first-ever MAC 
East Division crown and posted a school- 
record six conference wins. Now second-year 
head coach J.D. Brookhart faces the daunting 


task of replacing 20 players who played signi- 


icant roles in last year's success. He needs a 


MAC East: 6-2/T2nd new quarterback and several leaders to step 
Website: www.gozips.com up big and help keep the Zips irom plunging 
below the 500 level. -M.M. 
Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sent 10 at Pure PROJECTED/STARTERS- 
Sept. 17 _at Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 24 Northern Illinois OFFENSE 
Oct.1 Central Michigan Lear ie eames sa we 
Ce ee 72 Tim Crouch* 63 200 Jr. 
Oct fo_ ati Maen LG 75. Mike Donaldson 65 295 Jr. 
Oct. 22 Army © 63 Andy Wilis 63 295 Jr. 
Oct. 29 at Bowling Green RG 57 Andy Aleman = G4 282 Jr. 
Nov. 5 at Ball State RT 76 Justin Hein 65 35 Sr. 
io TE 84 Kris Kasparek” 6-6 285 So. 
fo. E__Ohiet — WR 23 Domenik Hixon* 6-2 182 Sr. 
Muss __ Kemet —— 0B 12 Jabari Arthur 64 27 So. 
juan Taeay, RB 34 Brett Biggs” 59 190 Sr. 
FB 22 Richard Spauldic 62 220 Sr. 
20 Reais kK 36 pkoptie mo 58 wm) 
at Penn State . 
Middle Tennessee DEFENSE 
at Virginia... Pos. No. Name Ht WL ol 
at Kent State. | 24- E 99 Jermaine Reid = G4 270 Jr. 
at Norther tlinois Pooiies S48 Bian Wilts 62 25 Sr. 
Buffalo... e T 87 KikiGonzalez*” 62-300. Sr. 
ei E 90 Kevin Grant 62 235 Fr. 
a eee a WLB 7 Parris McNeal 6-0 200 Jr. 
MLB 52 Bryan Howe 60 230 So. 
SLB 35 Jay Rohr~ 5-1 220) Sr. 
CB 29 Reggie Comet 5-9 Sr. 
SS 10 Chevin Pace 5-10 190. So. 
FS 27 Dion Elie* 60 195 Sr. 
CB 20 Dionte Henry" = 5-9. 
P 14 ‘Bill Sullivan Si 179 Sr. 
“*Retuming starter 


Golden Flashes data 

Stadium: Dix (artificial, 29,287) 

Site: Kent, Ohio 

Coach: Doug Martin (5-6, 1 year; 
3rd at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Doug Martin (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Pete Rekstis (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 1972 
Last bowl appearance: 1972 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 109 
2004 record: 5-6; 

MAC East: 4-4/4th 
Website: 

www.kentstatesports.com 


‘Schedule 


Dai 


Sept.3 at Michigan State 
Sept. 10 


SE Missouri State 


Buffalo 
at Akron* 


~W, 41-24 


backer, while Usama Young and Jack Williams 
provide athletic skill at the comers. This is a 
talented unit characterized by its speed and 
‘aggressive posture. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Senior kicker Travis, 
Mayle has scored 194 points and is improving 
his consistency inside the 36-yard line. Punter 
Joshua Brazen averaged 40.3 yards in a con- 
sistent 2004 season. And Jon Drager aver 
aged 20.1 yards per kick return as a freshman, 
With speedsters Marcus Hill and Joey Barcus 
joining the return team, the Flashes become 
more dangerous. 

BOTTOM LINE Kent State had to win its 
final four games to finish 5-6 last season. The 
defense again will be one of the league's best, 
but the offense must rebuild. With so many 
new faces at the skill positions, look for the 
Golden Flashes to undergo a correction and 
struggle to a four- or five-win season. -M.M, 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL Wt CL 
WR 87 Najah Pruden* = 6-3 185 Jr. 
IT 78 Daniel Carter* 6-3 310 Sr. 

62 Kilf Kinkead* 61 295 So. 
© Gi Shawn Donaldson 6-5 270 So. 
RE 71 Craig Rafdal” 64 300 Jr. 
RT 65 Joe Marafine” 6-4 275 So, 
TE 45 Jake Parsons 6-6 250 So, 
WA 18 Tyrell McElroy 5-11. 180 Sr. 
WR 81 Cameron Bobb 6-5 195 So. 
QB 7 Michael Machen 6-6 240 So. 
RB 13 Luke Tillman 6-0 210 Jr 
K 1 Travis Mayle* 6-0 180 Sr. 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No, Name HL Wt Cl 
E/LB 48 Jonathan Eggleston 6-2 195 Jr. 
T 58 Colin Ferrell 61 290 So. 
T 51 Daniel Muir* 62 255 Sr. 
E 1 Nate Wesley 63 280 Sr. 
WLB 43 Jon Sessler” 62 240 Sr 
MLB 7 Bruce Rice” 641 250 Jr. 
SLB 8 — Justin Parish* «6-2 240 ‘Sr, 
CB 2 Jack Williams” 5-9 170 So. 
SS 27 Andre Kirkland = 6-075. Fr. 
FS 28 Fritz Jacques 6-0 180 So. 
CB 18 Usama Young* = 5-11 185 Jr. 
P 39° Joshua Brazen” 5-11 185 Sr, 
“Returning starter 


9. Ohio 


OFFENSE Alter arriving in Athens, new coach Frank Solich stated that he wanted to 
install an offense that featured multiple weapons-a distinct departure from the run-run-run 
wishbone-style option the team has lived and died wit for years. The pressure is on quar- 
terback Austen Everson to provide that balance. Running back Kalvin McRae and wide 
receivers Anthony Hackett and Scott Mayle are capable but nat explosive, Junior collage 
transfer Voncarie Owens looks lke @ powerful runner. Outside of Matt Coppage, Dave 
Cody and Matt Miler, the gang up front is new. Solich has a strong history of success 
with his teams running the football, but that might not be enough to win in today's MAC. 
DEFENSE Solich has six starters to work with from last year's 4-7 team that had one 
of the better defenses in the conference, statistically. He wants his team to be known for 
its mental and physical toughness, and he has an experienced group of linebackers~Matt 
Muncy, Michael Graham, Tyler Russ and Spencer Tatum-to provide that toughness and 
the foundation for another stingy defense. Dion Byrum and T.. Wright return atthe cor- 


6. Buffalo 


OFFENSE The Bills, looking to build on the two league wins they posted last season, 
retumn three starters~guard Mike Schifano and tackles Zack Love and Leroy Auguste-to a 
line that should be the backbone of the offense. Also returning is tight end Chad Upshaw, 
who will help with the forward surge that should open consistent holes for experienced 
backs Steven King and Chris McDuifie, The running game will be important as the Bulls 
look for a quarterback who can provide consistency. Junior college transfer Tony Paoli and 
‘Stewart Sampsel took the snaps in spring practice, but Chris Moore will join the competi- 
tion after sitting out the spring because of shoulder surgery. Terrance Breaux and 
converted tailback Dave Dawson are the top receivers. 

DEFENSE The Bulls welcome back their most veteran front in five seasons under 
coach Jim Hother. Ends Phil Jacques and Aaron Sanders combine with tackles Bill Meholif 
and Kirk Beny on an all-senior front. Bryan Cummings and Jeff Bublavi are experienced 
linebackers. Gemara Williams will start for a third straight season at one corner, while 


Bobcats data 

Stadium: Peden (grass, 24,000) 
Site: Athens, Ohio 

Coach: Frank Solich (1st year; 

58-19 overall, 6 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Tim Albin 

(Ist year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jimmy Burrow (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1968 
Last bow! appearance: 1968 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 103 
2004 record: 4-7; 

MAC East: 2-6/T5th 
Website: www.ohiobobcats.com 


Schedule 


Pittsburgh _ 
17__at Virginia Tech 
Sept. 24 Kent State 

at Bowling Green 


tral Michigan 
Ball State 


at Buffalo 
Toledo * 
Nov. 15 at Aso. 


oD a: 


" "Monday **Tuesday “Friday 


ie pile 


at Kentucky . 
Marshall 
at Toledo... 
Bowling Green . 
at Kent State. . 
at Central Forida. 


ners. Nose guard Shane Yates is the only 
starter back along the line. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This should be an 
area of strength with punter Matthew Miller 
and kicker Brooks Rossman returning, Miller 
has shown a strong leg and the ability to pro- 
duce hang time. Solich has promised to com- 
mit the time and resources to make an imme 
diate impact in this area. 


BOTTOM LINE Solich had a 58-19 


record during six seasons at Nebraska, where: 


he took the Comhuskers to sit consecutive 
bow! games, He was a surprise choice to take 


over in Athens, where the last wining season: 


came in 2000. The Bobcats have been well 
boehind the curve as the MAC has tumed into 
a conference dominated by high-powered 
scoring machines. Solich will need every trick 
in his book to keep the team competitive while 
he tries to put his stamp on things. ~M.M. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL WL Cl. 
WAR 82 Scott Mayle" 61 115 Jr. 
LT 78 Matt Coppage* 6-4-2778 Jr. 
LG 73 Paul Johnson 62 285 So, : 
© 53. JJ. Knabb 63 280° Jr. 
RG 73 Matt Miler* 63 290 So. 
RT 57 Cole Wesley 6-4 284 Sr. 
TE 85 Dave Cody* 6-4 250 Sr, 
WA 86 Justin Fitzgerald 6-3 190 So. 
Q8 9 Austen Everson = 6-2 213 Jr. 
RB 32° Kalvin McRae” 5-11 200 Sa. 
FB 28 Brad Young 64 215 Sr. 
K 13° Brooks Rossman* 6-1 165. So. 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt Ch 
E 95. Seth Ream 65 244 Sr. 
T 55 Landon Cohen «63. 252 So. 
NG 74 Shane Yates* 62 291 Sr. = 
E 94 Brett Sykes 62 262 So. 
WLB 26 Tyler Russ* 64 212 dr. 
MLB 50 Matt Muncy* 6-2 225 Jr. 
SLB 41 Michael Graham* 5-10 200 Jr. 
CB 15 Dion Bums = ST Sr. 
SS 40 Todd Koenig 62 195 So. 
FS 18 Tony Ward 5-11 180 So. 
CB 3 Tu. Wright” 5-1 156 Jr. 
P14 Matthew Miler* == G1 191 Sr. 


*Returning starter 


Bulls data 

Stadium: University (grass, 
31,000) 

Site: Buffalo, N.Y. 

Coach: Jim Hofher (7-39, 4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Jim Hofher 
(5th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Tom Jones 
(2nd year, Bth at schoo!) 

Offensive scheme: Pro style 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 

Last bow! appearance: None 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 117 

2004 record: 
MAC East: 2-6/T5th 

Website: www.buffalobulls.com 


Schedule 


pate Opponent | 
Sept. 1 at Connecticut” 


Sept.10 at Syracuse 
Sept. 17 Rutgers 


Oct. 1 at Western Michigan 
Oct. 8 Akron 


Oct. 15 Bowling Green 


Oct. 22 at Toledo 
Oct. 29 Ohio 

Nov. 5 at Miami 
Nov. 12 at Kent State 


Nov. 19 Eastern Michigan 


James Evans, Aaron Leeper and James Vann 
wil ili the secondary. 

‘SPECIAL TEAMS Ben Woods, who 
averaged 41,2 yards as a true freshman 
punter last season, should be a big weapon. 
But Mike Baker has to do a lt better than the 
5:of-19 field-goal showing he made in 2004, 
Gerry McGroarty will push Baker for the job, 
Anthony Andriano puts the long-snapping job 
in capable hands, while Dawson, McDuffie 
and King give Hother plenty of options and 
experience in the return game, 

BOTTOM LINE Hother has received a 
vote of confidence from his athletic director, 
who understands that Hofher's 7-39 record 
doesn't reflect the huge strides he has made, 
Hother has his deepest, most talented and 
experienced group since taking the job, and 
that should translate into more wins-but not 
too many more, -M.M. 


OFFENSE 


Mike Schifano* 6-4 298 Sr. 


te 59 

C 71 Jamey Richard 6-5 292 So, 
RG 78 Gerry Weissinger 6-5 303 Jr. 
RT 66 Leroy Auguste” 65 302 Sr. 
TE 80 Chad Upshaw" 6-4 246. dr, 
WR 83 Evan Wallace 5B TM Jr. 
QB 15 Stewart Sampsel 6-3 179 Jr. 
RB 9 Steven King* 6-0 210 Jr. 
FB 36 DimitriFacaros. © 5-7 221 Sr, 
K 18 Mike Baker 5-10 209 Sr. 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL Wt Cl. 
E 37 Phil Jacques” 6-2 204 Sr, 
T 83 Kirk Berry * 6-2 273 Sr. 
T 92 _ Bill Meholif* 6-2 257 Sr. 
E 43 Aaron Sanders* 6-1 250 Sr. 
LB 14 Jesse Imes 5-1 193 So, 
LB 46 Bryan Cummings* 6-3 223 Sr. 
18 58 Jeff Bublavi* 5-10 204 dr. 
CB 6 Gemara Williams 5-8 187 Sr. 
SS 34 James Vann* 61 208 Jr. 
FS 20 Kerem Byrom 5-9 200 So, 
CB 21 Aaron Leeper 5-10 208 Sr. 
PB __ Ben Woods 6-2 192 So. 
*Retuming starter 


5 


aw’ Gradkowski 
‘ 


Rockets data 
Stadium: Glass Bowl (artificial, 
26,248) 
Site: Toledo, Ohio 
Coach: Tom Amstutz (36-15, 
4 years; 31st at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
John Shannon (1st year, 
4th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Tim Rose 
(ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 2004 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 25 
2004 record: 9-4 (lost to 
Connecticut in Motor City 
Bowl); MAC West: 7-1/Tist 
Website: www.utrockets.com 


Schedule 

Opponent 

Western Ilinois# 
Western Michigan 


Eastern Michigan 
at Ball State 


Friday 
BF Toughest game @ Must win 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 


at Minnesota . 


BOO 
peaogey 
Se2 


2aes2e 


at Western Michig 
Oi, 


ase 
oe 
Bz 


222-5222 5207 
Be 


Central Michigan .. 7-22 
at Miami 23-16 
at Norther Ilinois, 31-17 
Bowling Green 49-441 
Miami. 35.27 
Connect 1, 39-10 
*MAC championship game 


**Molor City Bow! 
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1. Toledo 


9, Toledo Blade, and Ooug Zales, Star Press 


Team reports by Matt Mark 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The run-first Rockets had one of 
the MAC's most efficient offenses when Tom Amstutz a longtime defen- 
sive coordinator, took over as coach four seasons ago. But his fist 
order of business was to install a spread-the offense that kept him 
awake at night, The Rockets have become a defensive nightmare with 
their myriad formations, screen passes and quick-strike ability. With Rob 
Spence's move to Clemson, John Shannon takes over as coordinator. 
But Shannon won't tinker too much with an offense that ranked 11th 
nationally last season at 459.2 yards per game and 16th at 33.2 points. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Bruce Gradkowski, a blue-collar 
kid from Pittsburgh, is the ideal quarterback for Toledo's spread. His 
quick release, elusive speed and precise throws provide a catalyst for 
quick-strike success. The lone running back spot could be filled by 
Scooter McDougle, who is coming off knee surgery, Trinity Dawson, a 
999-yard rusher in 2003, or Jalen Parmele, who played well last year as 
a freshman. Andrew Clarke, an allconference tight end in 2003, will be 
back after missing last year witha hip injury. Steve Odom heads up a 
group of receivers that will be capable if not spectacular. Help will be 
needed on a line that loses three starters and will have to replace left 
tackle Nick Kaczur, the schoo! first four-time all MAC performer. Right 
tackle John Greco will move from the right to the left side. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Rockets allowed 126 points 
in their first two games last season, a sobering eye-opener for Amstutz, 
who fortunately had the offense simply to outscore most teams in a 9-4 
season. After it was over, Amstutz hired Tim Rose as his new coordinator, 
Rose comes from Louisiana Tech with experience and a solid resume, and 
he spent the spring experimenting with a speed-and-swarm approach, He 
is leaning toward some type of 3-4 variation to get the team's strengths 
on the field, 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Rose will build his new defense 
around linebackers Anthony Jordan and David Thomas, hard-hitting 
kamikazes who make the running lanes tough going for ballcariers, The 
rover position, a linebacker/safety hybrid, is capably patrolled by Keon 
Jackson. The safety position will be inexperienced, but not the comers 
where Nigel Morris and Antonio Malone return. Mortis started last year 
as a freshman and should benefit from the experience. The line got beat 
up last year, but look for improvement from J.P. Bekasiak, Tyree Pollard, 
and Andre Bouldin, 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker-by-committee continues with Jason 
Robbins handling the extra-point and field-goal work and walk-on Mike 
Krigpinsky kicking off, Robbins is accurate in close but Amstutz has 
elected to run fourth-down plays when the ball is spotted outside the 
20. Brett Kern averaged 40.6 yards per punt as a freshman last year, 
and Odom will be the primary return man, 


COACHING STAFF Amstutz, who has posted a 36-15 record in 
four seasons at his alma mater, will be dealing with significant staff tran- 
sitio forthe first time. Amstutz has lost the only two coordinators who 
have worked for him, Spence, the man behind Toledo's spread, will be 
the biggest loss because his offense has been fring on all cylinders. But 
Lou West's defection to Indiana State might be a blessing in disguise 
because the defense needs new blood and direction. 


BOTTOM LINE Itlooks like the Rockets have enough guns on 
offense to go out and win the West Division again-and probably battle 
Bowing Green in the MAC title game. Bowiing Green's move back to the 
East Division should make that prospect a little easier. Northern Ilinois 
remains as the only stout competition, and the Rockets have defeated the 
Huskies eight straight times. If the defense blossoms under Rose, the 
Rockets should be back in a bowl. ~Matt Markey 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
|. Name 
Steve Odom* 
84 Andre Redd 
John Greco* 
60 Sean Zabinski 
David Perkins 
72 Patrick Dawson 
Hassan Adebesin 
55 Andrew Decker 
RG 76 Chris Wakeman* 
69 Jesse Anderson 
63 Jerry Aguwa 
73 Greg Luna 
89° Andrew Clarke 
86 Josh Powell 
WR 87 Andrew Hawkins 
82 Nick Moore 
Trumaine Smith 
85 David Washington 
Bruce Gradkowski* 
8 — Marques Council 


RB 38 Trinity Dawson” 
10 Scooter MoDougle 
K 24 Jason Robbins” 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E $2 Sean Wilamson 
95 Nick Lawrence 
T G1 Tyree Pollard* 
‘75 Alfred Martin® 
E 96 J.P. Bekasiak 
ST Bemard Faithful 
OLB 44 Mike Alston 
9 De'Veon Harris 
ILB 40 Anthony Jordan* 
14 Marques McFariin 
1B 8 David Thomas* 


39 Shaun Fitzgibbons 


OLB 47 Steven Morrison 
15 Mike Chamberlain 
ROV 6 — Keon Jackson* 
32° Greg Hay 
CB 30 Antonio Malone* 
18 Jason Flowers 
FS 28 Tyrell Herbert 
13 Brandon Alexander 
CB 37 Nigel Morris 
5 Bo Martin 
P41 ‘Brett Kem* 
“Returning starter 


61 


B41 


41 


165 


195 
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‘Huskies data 
Stadium: Huskie Stadium 
(artificial, 28,000) 
Site: DeKalb, Ill. 
Coach: Joe Novak (47-55, 
9 years; 14th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: John Bond 
(2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Denny Doornbos (2nd year, 
3rd at school) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1983 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 67 
2004 record: 9-3 (beat Troy in 
Silicon Valley Classic); 
MAC West: 7-1/Tist 
Website: www.niuhuskies.com 


Sept. 10 at Northwestern 


Sept. 17 Tennessee Tech 


atToledo** 
Nov. 22 Western Michigan* 
“Tuesday ** Wednesday 
‘Bi Toughest game @ Must win 


4 Best chance to pull an upset 


at Maryland . 
Souther Ilinois 


at lowa State. L, 48-41 
Bowling Green W, 34-17 
Akron... W, 49-19 
at Central Florid W, 30-28 
Central Michigan W, 42-10 
at Western Michigan... W, 59-38 
at Ball State ...... W, 38-31 (OT) 
Toledo... 131-17 
at Eastern Michigan. .... W, 34-16 
Troy’ W, 34-21 
“Silicon Valley Classic 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Joe Novak takes an old- 
school approach. The Huskies want to establish the run and mixin afew 
passes, And with a new starter at quarterback, a standout tailback tan- 
dem and a strong line, Novak should be content to grind it out. His one- 
back scheme, with some Mormation mixed in, has produced a 1,000- 
yard rusher in each of the lat six seasons, and a Huskies tailback has 
earned first-team all-conference honor five straight years, 


‘OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Huskies have three potential 
altconference linemen and two of the league's top tallbacks, so opponents 
should prepare for smash-mouth football. Garrett Wolfe ran for a league- 
high 1,656 yards lst season, and backup AJ. Harris added 822. The com- 
bined 2,478 yards give them status as the top returning duo in the nation, 
Wolfe topped 100 yards in a school-record seven straight games and 
scored a league-best 21 touchdowns. And the Huskies lost just one fum- 
ble. The line, maybe the best in Novak's nine years at Northem Illinois, 
includes center Brian Van Acker and tackle Doug Free. Another top line- 
man, guard Ben Lueck, is expected to receive a sith year of elgibilty for 
medical reasons. The question is a passing game that lost quarterback 
Josh Haldi and wideout Dan Sheldon. Phil Horvath, Zach Ullrich and red- 
shirt freshman Britt Davis were spring quarterback contenders. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Huskies have used a 4-3 
scheme for several years, and it has served them well, Northern linois 
typically has one of the top big-play defenses in the MAC. The scheme, 
based on strong pursuit tothe ball, does have a tendenoy to give up big 
plays, but it also pays major dividends and increases turnovers. The 
Huskies have yielded 69 touchdowns while intercepting 26 passes in 
24 games over the last two seasons. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The talent evel is strong, but 
Norther lino is inexperienced on defense and will have to depend on 
youngsters who haven't played in key situations. The leaders ar lne- 
backer Javan Lee, end Quince Holman and strong safely Ray Smith, 
Lee's quickness and relentless determination helped him rank among 
MAC leaders with 119 tackles last season. Holman has matured greatly 
and should rank among the conference's top pass rushers, Smith, alate 
bloomer, posted 114 tackes, deflected 10 passes, made two inlercep- 
tions and blocked a punt. He is actve and a fierce hitter. The other 
impact players could come from a young group that includes lineback- 
ers TJ, Grifn, Jason Hutton and Tim McCarthy, defensive ends Ken 
West and Larry English and safeties Mark Reiter and Dustin Utschig. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS Chris Nendick connected on 16 of 21 feld- 
goal tries last season and ranked among the top freshman kickers in the 
ration with 99 points. He potentially is better than former Huskie Steve 
Azar, a two-time MAC special teams player ofthe year, The Huskies face 
uncertainty in two other areas. Transfer Jason Baez or freshman Andy 
Dittbenner will handle punting chores. A replacement must be found for 
spectacular punt returer Sheldon, who holds seven school records. 
Marcus Perez could fl that spot. 


‘COACHING STAFF The great rebuilding job by Novak and his 
staff is well documented within the MAC. Novak's teams posted a 3-30 
record in his first three years, but were 27-9 over the last three. Last 
year’s 9:3 Huskies won the Silicon Valley Classic after tying forthe 
‘West Division title at 7-1. 


BOTTOM LINE Northern tlinois must battle through inexperience 
at several ofthe skill postion, but it is loaded at other key spots. The 
Huskies are good enough to win the West, but one major obstacle 
looms. To claim the division title, Northern linois probably will have to 
win at Toledo, and the Huskies have lost eight straight games to the 
Rockets under Novak. ~Doug Zaleski 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
. Name 
Sam Hurd* 
2 Matt Simon 
Doug Free* 
70 Chris Acevedo 
Ben Lueok* 
61 Matt Rodgers 
Brian Van Acker* 
75 Ryan Tugole 
AG 68 Jake Ebenhoch 
Th Matt Biondi 
58 George Daglas 
60 Jon Brost 
86 Jake Nordin* 
80 Pat Raleigh 
WR 5 — Marcus Perez 
14° Jarret Carter 
83 Shatone Powers 


46 Edgar Rodriguez 
QB 3 Phil Horvath 
4 Zach Ulich 
RB 1 Garrett Wolte* 
2 Ad. Harris 
K 25 Chris Nendick* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E $6 Quince Holman* 
55° Erek Benz 
T 80. Martin Wilson 
82 Adam Sohroeder* 
T 98 Erie Pittman 
49° Brad Benson 
E 34 Ken West* 
51 _ Larry English 
WLB 47 Javan Lee 
54 Bob McLearen 
MLB 85 Jason Hutton 
53. Tim MoCarthy 
SLB 43. Td. Griffin 
42 Shedrick Mossman 
CB Tl Alvah Hansbro 
6 Vincent Matthew 
SS 48 Ray Smith* 
23° Saul Ibarra 
FS 8 Mark Reiter 
35 Dustin Utschig 
CB 12 Adriel Hansbro* 
28 Andre Morris 
P 45 Jason Baez 
Returning starter 


A" 


510 


59 
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MAC 


3. Eastern Michigan 


OFFENSE New coach Jeff Genyk breathed life into Eastern Michigan last season with 
a spread attack that generated 4279 yards per game-the 21st highest total in the nation. 
The offense thrived because of two previously obscure players-quarterback Matt Bohnet 
and wide receiver Eric Deslauriers, a combination that figures to strike fear into defensive 
coordinators in 2005, Bohnet, a former player at lowa, is a dangerous dual-threat trigger 
man, Deslauriers, listed as a backup when last season began, caught 84 passes for 1,257 
yards and 13 touchdowns. The running game must provide balance for the offense to 
thrive, Tailback Anthony Sherrell, a 1,531-yard rusher in 2003, fell to 854 yards last year. 
DEFENSE Now the Eagles must find a way to breathe life into their defense. That 
probably won't happen in 2005 for a team that has many holes to fill from a unit that 
ranked among the worst in the conference. Genyk has promising ends in Matt Lisek and 
Olivier Gagnon-Gordillo, and two starters return in the secondary, comerback Steven 


Lewis and strong safety Rontrell Woodruff, Linebacker Steve Bednarik is a key player who: 


Eagles data 

Stadium: Rynearson (artificial, 
30,200) 

Site: Ypsilanti, Mich. 

Coach: Jeff Genyk (4-7, 1 year) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Howard Feggins (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jay Peterson (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1987 
Last bowl appearance: 1987 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 110 
2004 record: 4-7; 

MAC West; 4-4/4th 
Website: 

www.emich.edu/goeagles 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 


Sept. 1 Cincinnati* 


Kent State 
at Toledo 


Western Michigan 
Nov.12 Ball State 
Nov. 19 at Buffalo 
“Thursday 
2004 Results 
Butfalo. 


at Florida. 
Toledo... 
Eastern llinois. 
Idaho... 
at Ball State. 
at Western Michigan 


at Bowling Green [E 
Central Michigan. . W, 61-88 (40T) 
at Kent State. L6o17 


Northern Illinois. 
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needs to perform better. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Count Andrew 


Wellock as one of the team's primary weapons, 


He made 21 of 23 feld-goal attempts last year = 


and finished second in the voting for the Lou 
Groza Award, His long was 82 yards. Wellock 
also handled the punting and opponents aver- 
aged a meager 1.9 yards per runback. The rest 
ofthe special teams struggled, however. The 
Eagles lagged near the bottom of the confer- 
ence in punt and kickoff returns and kickoff 
coverage. 

BOTTOM LINE The major focus for 
Eastern Michigan is to finish stronger at the 
end of halves and games, a problem that 
plagued it last season, Having a more sea- 
soned team will help. The Eagles aren't likely 
to threaten the West Division's big two of 
Norther llinois and Toledo, but they shouldn't 
be discounted as a serious opponent. ~D.Z 


OFFENSE H 
Pos. No, Name HL We oh: 
WR 19° Eric Deslauriers* 6-4 207 Jr. 


LT 68 Jake Bleeker 6-4 303 Fr. 
16 63. Khalid Walton == 6-3 314 So. 
© 62 Mike Romeli* 6-2 296 Sr: 
RG 73 Desi Mayner 6-2 257 Fr. 
RT 75 Courtney Ford 6-4 261 dr | 
TE 16 Ken Bohnet 6-3 219 So. 
WR 82 Mark Borders © 5-1 180 So. 
WR 2 Ad. Bennett” 5-9 195 Sr. 
QB 11 Matt Bohnet* 6-2 230 Sr. 
RB 25 Nelson Drew 5-1 208 Sr. 
K 40 Andrew Wellock* 5-11 168 Jr. : 
DEFENSE H 
Pos. No. Name HL We oh. 
E 80 Oivier Gagnon-Gordilo* 6-2 241 Sr. 


T 93 Greg Egbuogu 63 312 So 
T $1 Josh Hunt 66 300 So = 
E 88 Kevin Howe 6-2 236 Jr. 
WLB 27 Jereme Perry 6-0 190 sr. 
MLB 52 Brandon Watkins 6-1 245 Jr. 
SLB 42 Darran Matthews 6-0 200 So. 
CB 26 Victor Alejo 5-1 164 Fr 
SS 36° Rontrell Woodruff* 5-10 201 Sr. 
FS 24 Corey Parker 6-0 180° Sr. 
CB 33 Steven Lewis 58 110 Sr. 
P 40 Andrew Wellock* 5-11 168 dr. 


*Returning starter 


4. Central Michigan 


OFFENSE The improvement shown near the end of the 2004 season by quarterback 
Kent Smith bodes well for an offense that depended heavily on tailback Jerry Seymour, 
who rushed for 1,284 yards. The 6-5 Smith hamessed some of his skills and statistically 
enjoyed one of the better years in school history. With Smith's improvement, receivers 
Damien Linson and Justin Harper became key components in the passing attack. Their 
development takes pressure off Seymour, who has topped the 100-yard barrier 14 times 
in two seasons, The Chippewas historically have solid line play, which should continue this 
year. Joe Staley is one of the best tackles in the conference. 

DEFENSE The strength of the unit is up front. End Daniel Bazuin, who has shown 
flashes of brilliance, now must become a true playmaker and increase his 2004 sack 
(three) and tackles for loss (eight) totals. Linebacker Thomas Keith showed off his out- 
standing physical skills last year by leading the Chippewas in tackles with 96. The sec- 
ondary allowed 261.2 yards per game through the air, and a better pass rush is needed. 


Chippewas data 
Stadium: Kelly/Shorts (artificial, 
30,199) 
Site: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 
Coach: Brian Kelly (4-7, 1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: Brian Kelly 
(2nd year) 
Defensive coordinators: 
Robert Diaco (1st year); 
Mike Elston (1st year, Sth at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1994 
Last bow! appearance: 1994 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 108 
2004 record: 4-7; 
MAC West: 3-5/5th 
Website: 
www.cmuchippewas.com 


Schedule 


at Miami 
at Penn State 
Eastern Michigan 
at Akron 


Oct. 8 at Army 
Oct. 15 Ohio 

Oct. 29 Toledo 

Nov. 5 Northern Illi 


Nov.12 _at Western Michigan 


Nov. 19 _at Ball State 
*Friday 

2004 Results 

at Indian 

at Michigan State . ob, 24-7 

SE Missouri State . W, 44-27 

Kent State W, 24-24 

Bowling Gree L 38-14 


at Northern Ilnois. 
at Toledo . 
Western Michigan .. W, 24-21 (OT) 
. L, 61-58 (407) 
.L, 36-6 


Ball State. WW, 41-40 


The defense also needs better coverage from 
sophomore comerbacks Raeshon Ball and 
Ronnie Jackson, who combined for only six 
starts in 2004, 


SPECIAL TEAMS The Chippewas 
never settled on a kicker last season, primarily 
because Mike Gruzwalski made only 6 of the 
18 field goals he attempted. Gruzwalski, who 
was a TSN freshman AllAmetican in 2002, 
could be challenged by sophomore Ronald 
Budd. Anthony Mikuleo's punting average of 
375 yards needs to improve by atleast three 
yards, 


BOTTOM LINE Central Michigan's hope 
for improvement wil be linked to the defense’s 
ability to shore up several deficiencies. I it 
does, Smith and Seymour should give the 
Chippewas enough offense to challenge for 
the “best of the rest” title in the West Division 
behind Northern Ilinois and Toledo. ~D.Z. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL WE ch 
WR 5 Justin Harper* 6-1 191 Sr. 
(T 71 doe Staley* 6-5 283 Jt. 
16 72 Jeff Jenerou* «6-8 301 Sr. 
© 95 Eric Tunney 6-3 287 So. 
RG 78 Drew Mormino™ 6-4 302 Jr. 
RT 7 Andrew Hartine 6-5. 282 Fr. 
TE 84 Dave Condeni 6-3 234 Jr. 
WR 3 Damien Linson* 5-1 175 Jr. 
WR 12° Jemmy Jasmin 5-8 168 So, 
QB 14 Kent Smith* 65 25 Sr. 
RB 1 Jerry Seymour* 5-6 190 Jr. 
K 43. Mike Gruzwalski* 5-6 194 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HE Wt ch. 
E 93° Daniel Bazuint 6-3. 257 dr. 
T 94 Stoven Friend” 6-2 284 So. 
T 76 Tony Thompson 6-1 298 Sr. 
E 58 De'Onte Bumam 6-0 250 So. 
1B 6 Isaac Brown® = 5-11 197 Ir. 
LB 41 Thomas Keith* 5-11 236 So. 
LB 44 Jason Smith 6-41 225 Sr. 
CB 21 Ronnie Jackson 5-9 168 So. 
SS 33 Marlin Maxwell* 6-8 179 Sr. 
FS 31 Curtis Cutts 6-0 210 So, 
CB 15 Raeshon Ball 5-8 175 So. 
P 35. Anthony Mikulec* 5-8 208 So. 


“Returning starter 


5. Ball State 


OFFENSE Ball State's two best offensive players are gone, which will put the onus 
‘on such youngsters as Charles Wynn, Bryan Williamson, Joey Lynch and Cole Stinson to 
step up. A season of major transition was triggered by star receiver Dante Ridgeway's 
decision to try his luck in the NFL draft, thus becoming the first player in school history 
to bypass his final season of eligibility, and the dismissal of freshman tailback Adell 
Givens. Wynn, a senior who rushed for 247 yards last year, will be asked to replace 
Givens at tailback, and wideout Williamson will ty to expand on his 21-catch 2004 per- 
formance. Lynch, the returning starter at quarterback, will face challenges from Stinson 
and Warren Suess. 

DEFENSE Ball State hopes to improve its porous run defense. That will require line- 
men Blair Kramer, Temidayo Macarthy, Amara Koroma and Tom Kellar to play with more 
intensity and aggressiveness. Strong safety Erik Keys and comerback Randell Means are 
returning starters in a secondary that must produce more than the two interceptions it 


6. Western Michigan 


OFFENSE New coach Bill Cubit will return some two-back sets, and the search is on 
for running backs who can make it work. Two seniors, Trovon Riley and Danie! Marks, will 
get first crack at the tailback job with sophomore Mark Bonds waiting his tum. Riley ran 
for a team-best 691 yards last season. Ryan Cubit, who once played at Rutgers, has start- 
ing experience at quarterback, and playing for his dad should allow him good insight into 
the offense. Cubit will throw to wideout Greg Jennings, one of the best playmakers in the 
MAC, and all-conference tight end Tony Scheffler. The line has size but lacks drive and 
intensity. It also must adapt to a lot of new schemes. Brandon James and Dominic Moran 
will anchor the line from their tackle spots. 

DEFENSE The Broncos’ defense, one of the conference's worst over the last two 
seasons, will struggle to get better in another year of transition. Serious holes have to be 
filled, and true freshmen probably will be forced to play prominent roles in the secondary 
and at linebacker. The best of the returning players are Paul Tithof, an undersized line- 


Cardinals data 

Stadium: Ball State (grass, 22,500) 

Site: Muncie, Ind. 

Coach: Brady Hoke (6-17, 2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Ed Stults 
(2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Mark Smith (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1996 
Last bow! appearance: 1996 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 105 
2004 record: 2-9; 

MAC West: 2-6/6th 
Websil 

www.ballstatesports.com 


Schedule 


Sept.3 at lowa 

Sept. 10 Bowling Green 

Sept. 17 at Auburn 

Oct. at Boston College 

Oct.8 at Western Michigan 
15 Toledo 


Oct. 22 at Ohio 


Oct. 29 at Northern Illinois 


2004 Results 
Boston College. 
at Purdue. 
at Missouri. 
Western Michigan . 
at Toledo. . 
Eastem Michigan 
at Bowling Green 


« L, 38:31 (OT) 
<W, 21-17 


at Central Michigan. .....L, 41-40 


managed last season. A corps of unheralded 
linebackers, headed by Brad Seiss and Donta 
Smith, must produce more big plays. 
SPECIAL TEAMS The Cardinals ranked 
at or near the bottom of Division I-A schools in 
most categories last season. The biggest need 
is to improve the return games and find a 
punter, Ball State ranked last nationally in punt 
returns, gaining 83 yards all season. But Terry 
Moss showed promise as a kick returner late 
last year and even ran one back 94 yards for a 
touchdown. Inexperienced Chris Miller is the 
likely replacement for all-conference first-team 
punter Reggie Hodges. 


BOTTOM LINE The Cardinals face anoth- = 


er big challenge against a strong schedule. 


Their offense is devoid of playmakers, puting a: 


heavy burden on a defense that has issues. Ball 
State won two games last year, and it can't 
expect many more in 2005. -D.Z. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt cL 
WR 2 Terry Moss 510 189 dr. 
{T 76 Justin Schneider 6-5 304 Jr. 
16 50 Dustin Brown 63 281 So 
© 73 Patrick Neils 62 318 Sr. 
RE 67 Mike Brown* 64 305 Jr. 
RT 72. Bryan Smith* 64 298 Sr. 
TE 84 Michael Steinhaus 6-3 255 Jr. 
WR 18 Bryan Williamson™ 6-3 205 Jr. 
QB 9 — Joey Lynch* 6-2 189 Jr. 
RB 24 Charles Wynn 5-10 225 Sr. 
FB 38 Brad Salyer* SM 242 Je. 
K 20 Brian Jackson = 5-7 186 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name HL WE ch. 

57 Blair Kramer* 6-3 259 Sr. 

92 Tom Kellar 63 298 Jr. 

93 Amara Koroma = &-2 260 So. 

44° Cortlan Booker = 6-2 242 So 


36 Jason Sieman* 6-3. 223 Jr. 
Brad Seiss 6-0 225 Jr. 
51 Anthony Corpuz 6-2 226 Jr. 
5 Randell Means* «5-9 178 Jr. 


eegegrcoe 


7 Erik Keys* 510 209 Jr. 
FS 25 David Gater Sq 198 Sr. 
CB 29 Ricky Rakestraw = 5-9 163 Jr. 
P35 Chris Miller 62 208 Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Broncos data 
Stadium: Waldo (artificial 30,200) 
Site: Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Coach: Bill Cubit (1st year; 
4th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

George McDonald (1st year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Scott Schafer (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1988 
Last bowl appearance: 1988 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 96 


Website: www.wmubroncos.com 


Schedule 

Date Opponent 
Sept.3 at Virginia 
Sept. 10 at Toledo 

Sept. 1 Southern Illinois 


2004 Results 
Tennessee Martin, 
at Viginia Tech 


backer who plays bigger than his 215 pounds, 
and strong safety Scooter Mcintosh, a sopho- 
more with a promising future. The Broncos 
lack size and depth up front. 


SPECIAL TEAMS This group needs an 
upgrade in many areas. New punter Jim Laney 
looked good during spring practice. The place- 
kicking job will be handled by Nate Meyer or 
Mike Jones. Meyer has a stronger leg but 
lacks the consistency Jones seems to have. 
The Broncos need to do better on kickoff cov- 
erage; the unit was among the worst in the 
MAC last season. 

BOTTOM LINE Cubit will try to turn 
around a program on the decline. The defense 
is short of talent and playmakers. The Broncos 
have some offensive weapons but not enough 
to consistently outscore more talented oppo- 
nents. The first phase of Cubit’s rebuilding 
project could be a struggle. -D.Z 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt ol 
WR 15 Greg Jennings* 5-11 191 Sr, 


{T 72 Dominic Moran* 6-5 300 Jr. 
LG 75 James Blair 63 330 So, 
© 78 Robbie Krutilla"” = 6-3 310. So 
RG 61 Mark Ottney* 6-6 290 Sr. 
RT 71 Brandon James* 6-5 288 Sr. 
TE 85 Tony Scheffler” 6-6 250 Sr. 
WR 4 — Brian Jackson 6-4 207 So. 
WR 81 Justin LeMay 5-1 183° Jr. 
QB 12 Ryan Cubit* 62 20 Sr. 
RB 32. Trovon Riley” 510 197 Sr. 
K 99 Nate Meyer 6-4 225 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
Pos, No. Name Ht Wt ol. 
— 37 Anthony Belmonte 6-2 240 Jr. 
T 53° Joe Alvarez* 61 248 Sr. 
T 95° Paul Moersch* 64-291 Sr. 
— 97 Matt Ludeman 63 2B Jr. 
WLB 8 Darrell Copeland* 6-1 208 Jr. 
MLB 45 Josh Behrens 61 248 Sr. 
SLB 51 Paul Tithot™ 61 215 Jr. 
CB 5 — Jimmie Vincent «5-9 186 Jr. 
SS 24 Chad Feldpausch* 5-11 195 Jr. 
FS 9 Kevin Ford* Stl 197 Sr. 
CB 2 — Brandon Henderson 5-10 175 So, 
P86 Jim Laney 6-4 199° So, 


Returning starter 


Cripe, IDAHO STATESMAN 


lhe three-team race that highlight- 
ed the last three seasons has 
become a two-team race. 

Boise State and Fresno State both fin- 
ished last season in the Top 25, and 
both could crack the polls early this sea- 
son, The Broncos and Bulldogs even are 
potential BCS busters. 

But the rest of the league has been 
watered down by the sudden vulnera- 
bility of Hawaii and the departures of 
SMU, Rice, Tulsa and UTEP for the 
greener pastures of Conference USA 
Unimpressive newcomers Idaho, New 
Mexico State and Utah State won't be 
ready to challenge Boise State and 
Fresno State anytime soon 


OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt cl. 
WR Kevin Robinson, Utah State 60 189 So. 
WR Nichiren Flowers, Nevada 63 210 Si. 
TE Derek Schouman, Boise State = «2211S. 
T Dann Colledge, Boise State 65 298 Sr 
T Dartangon Shack, Fresno State 6-2 300 Sr, 
& —NickCole, New Mexico Stale = 6-1 835 Sr 
& Samson Satele, Hawai 62 278 ht 
© Kyle Young, Fresno State 65 320 
QB Jared Zabransky, Boise Stato 62 203° Ik 
RB Bryson Sumin, Fresno State 5-10 200 Sr. 
RB Lee Marks, Boise State 57 181 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
E Melila Purcell, Hawaii 64 266 Sr. 
E Charles Wilson, Nevada 63 270 Jr, 
T Alex Guerrero, Boise State 61 203 Sr 
T — Garrett Mcintyre, Fresno State «63-250 Sr, 
LB JJ. Milan, Nevada 65 265 Sr, 
LB Korey Hal, Boise State 61 228 Jr 
q LB Byron Santiago, Louisiana Tech 6-2 222 
ee GB Richard Marshall, Fresno State 5-11 190 Jt 
¥ GB Kenny Patton, Hawaii 60 187 Jr 
S Cam Hall, Boise State 61 208 S, 
S Tyrone Cuher, Fresno State 61 195 Sr 
SPECIALISTS 
K Danny Horwedel, Lousiana Tech 6:2 185. So, 
P Kyle Stinger, Boise State 58 190 J 
KR Kevin Robinson, Utah State 63 193 So. 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


Offense: Jared Zabransky, OB, Boise State 
Defense: Garrett Mcintyre, T, Fresno State 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Cole Popovich, G, Fresno State 
Defense: Dennis Elis, E, Boise State 


‘STEVE CONNER PHOTOGRAPHY 
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ASCENDING 

Louisiana Tech The Bulldogs return a 
solid nucleus from a solid 2004 team— 
and the schedule finally is reasonable. 


DESCENDING 

Nevada The return of Chris Ault as 
coach last season was supposed to fix 
the Wolf Pack program. All it did was 
stunt the progress it had made under 
Chris Tormey. 


MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 

Lee Marks, Boise State The Broncos’ 
super-elusive senior tailback gets over- 
looked because of his size (5-7) and the 
depth in the BSU backfield. 


MOST OVERRATED PLAYER 

Nichiren Flowers, Nevada The wide- 
out made 91 catches for 1,126 yards last 
season, but he scored only six touch- 
downs, Hawaii's Chad Owens scored 17 
TDs on similar production. 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Timmy Chang, QB, Hawaii He left 
school with more passing yards and total 
offense than any other quarterback in 
Division I-A history. Redshirt freshmen 
Tyler Graunke and Jack Rolovich are 
two in a cast of five who competed for 
the job in spring practice. 

Tyler Jones, K, Boise State Kyle 
Stringer and Jameson Davis are com- 
peting to replace Jones, who was auto- 
matic on field goals. Jones, the nation’s 
leader in scoring last season, also 
allowed the Broncos to dominate field 
position with his booming kickoffs. 

Ryan Moats, RB, Louisiana Tech 
Freddie Franklin will try to step in for 
the WAC's offensive player of the year, 
who bolted a year early for the NFL. He 
was the Bulldogs’ offense last season. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Cole Clasen, WR, Boise State The 
former starter at Oregon State decided 
to transfer to Boise State at the begin- 
ning of last season, Good timing. The 
Broncos lack experience at receiver. 

Cole Popovich, G, Fresno State He 
started two games at left guard as a 
true freshman but got hurt in practice 
and took a medical redshirt. He returns 
as a freshman and should start on an 
outstanding line. 


Unit rankings 


Offense Defense S| 
Backfield WRs Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall teams 
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BEST COACH 

Dan Hawkins, 
Boise State He 
has posted 26 
consecutive 
WAC victories. 
Who else would 
it be? 

BEST STAFF 
Boise State 
Again, who else? 

Every member 
of Hawkins’ staff 
returns, 
COACH ON THE HOT SEAT 

Jack Bicknell, Louisiana Tech It might 
be bow! or bust for Bicknell, whose teams 
are 15-21 since he took the Bulldogs to 
the Humanitarian Bowl in 2001. 
BIGGEST GAMES 

Boise State at Fresno State, 
November 10 or 11 This should be the 
WAC title game, BSU has won all four 


special 
Coaches 
2 


2 
1 
3 
5 
4 
6 
1 
8 
8 


meetings since joining the league. 
Boise State at Louisiana Tech, 
November 26 The Broncos end the sea- 
son in Ruston, La. The game could have 
title—or even BCS—implications. 
BOWL BOUND 
Boise State could go to a fourth dif- 
ferent bowl in as many years. But 
Fresno State won't beat Southern 
California, so forget a BCS bowl. 


BEST BETS 

Boise State won't lose a home game. 
The Broncos haven't lost on the blue 
turf since 2001, and their home slate is 
horrible after Bowling Green. ... New 
Mexico State will pass for more yards 
this year than last. Hal Mumme has 
replaced the option attack with his 
high-powered passing scheme. ... 
Fresno State will not lose two WAC 
games. The Bulldogs joined the confer- 
ence in 1992 and have lost at least 
twice every year. That stops now. TSN 


RECRUITING —RANKINETHE TEAS 


1. Boise State This class is short on numbers but 
long on talent, most notably WR Jeremy Childs, a one- 
time UCLA commitment, and LB Nathan Thomas, who 
should play this fall. 

2, Fresno State The Bulldogs signed their future 
offensive line anchor-C Joe Berardi. DB Lawrence 
Hood and LB Isaac Kinter could play right away. 

3. Hawaii LB Adam Leonard looks lke a defensive 
Keeper, and offensive linemen Aaron Kia and Raphael 
leru could challenge for immediate playing time. 

4. Louisiana Tech Look for top recruit RB Patrick 
Jackson to help fil Ryan Moats’ sizable shoes. 

TE Dustin Mitchell has a great upside. 

5. Nevada LB Josh Mauga picked the Wolf Pack 


cover offers from Arizona State, Utah and Boise State, 
DT Nate Agaiava might see plenty of time ths fall. 

6. Idaho Fourteen of the Vandals’ 24 recruits project 
as offensive players, including st linemen. Ivin Stevens 
is the best ofthat group. 

7. New Mexico State The Aggies addressed 
needs on their offensive line and in the secondary. 

WR AJ. Harris could be a special player. 

8. Utah State QB Cameron Luke has great poten- 
tial-and the athleticism to play other postions, Derek 
Hoke is the best of sit offensive line recruits, 

9. San Jose State LB Bernard Afutit looks lke 
the best of a weak class, Elusive RB Brandon Minor 
also has a nice upside. -CHRIS WALLACE, RIVALS.COM 


RUSHING 


G Att Yds. Avg. Long 1D _YPG _NCAArk._ 


1. Bryson Sumi, Fresno State, Sr 
-2. Wendell Mathis, Fresno State, St. 


3. Lee Marks, Boise State, Sr. 


4. Jayson Bird, Idcho*, So. 
5. Muammar Al, New Mexico State’ 


Player, school, class 


ada, Ie 
_5. Matt Kubik, Louisiana Te 


Sr. 


231353 32 
121951 86. 
15 61 
10 62 


Player, school, class _G Rec Yas, 

1. Nichiren Flowers, Nevada, Sr. 12 914,196 

2. Jason Rivers, H 13 

_ 3. Caleb Spencer, Nevada, Je. 12 s 

4, Kevin Robinson, Utah State’, So. a 40 137 547 94 
5. Tony Pennyman, Utah State’, Jr. 14 139 544 96 


“A member of the Sun Belt in 2004 
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Broncos data 
‘Stadium: Bronco (artificial, 30,000) 
Site: Boise, Idaho 
Coach: Dan Hawkins (44-7, 
4 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Chris Petersen (5th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Ron Collins (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 2004 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 33 
2004 record: 11-1 (lost to 

Louisville in Liberty Bowl); 


WAC: 8-0/1st 
Website: www.broncosports.com 
Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept.3  MatGeorgia 
Sept. 10 A at Oregon State 
Sept. 21 Bowling Green* 
Oct. 1 at Hawaii 
Oct. 8 Portland State 
Oct. 15 San Jose State 
Oct. 22 at Utah State 
Oct.29 Nevada 
Nov. 5 New Mexico State 
Nov. 10/11 @ at Fresno State™* 
Nov. 19 Idaho 
Nov. 26 at Louisiana Tech 
“Wednesday **Thursday/ Friday 


Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


2004 Results 
Idaho 


at Tulsa | 45-1 
Fresno State W, 33-16 
Hawai W, 683 


at San Jose State. W, 56-49 (207) 
Louisiana Tech. W, 55-14 
at Nevada 
Louisville” 
“Liberty Bow! 
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"BOISE STATE MEDIA RELATIONS 


Team reports by Chadd Crip, jesman, and Marek We Fresno Bee 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Broncos can drive defensive 
coordinators crazy with their mutitude of formations and personnel 
groups. The philosophy is any player who can do something well will be 
given a chance to contribute. Last year, for example, leading rusher Lee 
Marks finished with two rushing touchdowns while short-yardage spe- 
cialistJon Helmandolar scored 14 TDs while running for only 231 
yards. The Broncos have finished either first or second nationally in 
scoring offense four ofthe last five years (frst in 2002 and '03, second 
last year) and three of four under coordinator Chris Petersen. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Broncos retum eight starters, 
including standout quarterback Jared Zabransky, Marks, tight end Derek 
‘Schouman and three offensive linemen. Zabransky, an all-conference 
second-team selection last season, ran for 13 touchdowns and passed 
for 16 more. Coaches will be looking for more passing consistency from 
their talented junior, who will get plenty of help from a line that features 
alhleague left tackle Daryn Colledge, and a backfield that is talented and 
deep. Schouman, who played sparingly 2s a sophomore because of 
injury, adds a scary dimension in the middle of the field. The question 
mark is wide receiver. Drisan James is the only returnee with more than 
13 catches last season, and he will need help from freshman Vinnie 
Perretta, Oregon State transfer Cole Clasen, junior college transfer 
Jerard Rabb and converted quarterback Legedu Naanee. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Ron Collins risks 
giving up big passing plays to stop the run. The Broncos were ranked in 
the top five nationally against the run most of last season until Louisville 
gained 329 yards in the Liberty Bow. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Although the Broncos return 
seven starters, they took some serious hits. Leading tackler and team 
leader Andy Avalos no longer works at weakside linebacker. Also gone 
are four-year starting comerback Gabe Franklin, standout end Julius 
Roberts and versatile safety Chris Carr. The middle again will be 
plugged by tackles Alex Guerrero and Andrew Browning, an underrated 
tandem, and all-conference linebacker Korey Hal. Pass defense, a soft 
spot at times last year, could be iffy. Cornerback Gerald Alexander 
tured himself into a reliable cover man in the second half of last sea- 
son, but coaches were so desperate to fil the other comer spot that 
tailback Quinton Jones moved there in the spring. BSU will play at least 
four safeties, and senior Cam Halls the only proven commodity. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Steady punter Kyle Stringer and freshman 
Jameson Davis will try to replace all-everything kicker Tyler Jones, who 
led the nation in field goals and scoring last year. The retum teams, 
always excellent under the direction of coach Kent Riddle, will miss the 
dynamic and always dangerous Carr. 


COACHING STAFF Boise State signed coach Dan Hawkins to a 
neew five-year contract inthe offseason, and Hawkins, in tur, kept his 
staff intact. The program enters its eighth season using offensive and 
special teams systems Hawkins helped implement as an assistant to 
Dirk Koetter in 1998. And 2005 will be the team's fith stright season 
under the same defensive system. Hawkins is 44-7 in four years as 
coach, and his teams have posted three straight Top 25 seasons while 
winning three straight WAC championships. 


BOTTOM LINE The WAC race likely will be decided when Boise 
State visits Fresno State, a team it has beaten every year since joining 
the conference in 2001. More important to the Broncos is their bid for a 
Bowl Championship Series berth. Their first two games, at Georgia and 
Oregon State, make that goal dificult. But wins in those games would 
push BSU high in the polls early, providing maybe the only realistic 
chance for a WAC team to rise up and crack the top six. —Chadd Cripe 


1. Boise State 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 11 Drisan James* 
4 Legedu Naanee 
tT 73 Daryn Colledge* 
73 Ryan Clady 
16 66 Tad Miller* 
72 Tony Volponi 
© 80 Joe Weigand 
63 Jadon Dailey 
RG 64 Pete Cavender 
87 Andrew Woodruff 
54 Jeff Cavender* 
71 Ryan Keating 
81 Derek Schouman™ 
85 Sherm Blaser 
WR 81 Cole Clasen 
7 Josh Smith 
QB 5 Jared Zabransky* 
3 Bush Hamdan 
RB 17 Lee Marks” 
22 Jeff Carpenter 
FB 34 Brad Lau* 
33 Jon Helmandollar 
K 42. Kyle Stringer 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
E 95 Mike 6. Wiliams* 
93. Mike T. Wiliams 
T 57 Andrew Browning* 
75 Dan Gore 
T 99. Alex Guerrero* 
ST Nick Schlekeway 
E 74 Mike Dominguez 
58 Tim Volk 
WLB 55 Chris Barrios 
49 Jared Hunter 
MLB 25 Korey Hall” 
56 Josh Bean 
SLB 31 Colt Brooks* 
38 Ben Chuckovich 
CB 18 Gerald Alexander 
43 Chad MoKibben 
SS 37 Austin Smith" 
20 Marty Tadman 
FS 27 Cam Hall" 
14 Marcosus Le Blanc 
€B 23 Quinton Jones 
6 Rashaun Scott 
P42 Kyle Stinger 
“Returning starter 


Ht. 
S11 
6-2 


20 


Wt 
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UST ASE CONDER / FSU ATHLETIC MEDIA RELATIONS 


Bulldogs data 
Stadium: Bulldog (grass, 41,031) 
Site: Fresno, Calif. 
Coach: Pat Hill (64-38, 8 years; 
‘15th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Frank Cignetti (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Dan Brown (5th year, Sth at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 


Last league title won: 1999 (tie) 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 1998 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 62 

2004 record: 9-3 (beat Virginia in 
MPC Computers Bowl); 


WAC: 5-3/T3rd 
Website: www.gobulldogs.com 
Schedule 
ate Opponent 
Sept. 10 _ Weber State 
Sept. 17 A at Oreg 
Sept. 27 Toledo* _ 
Oct.8 at New Mexico State 
Oct. 15 _Utah State _ 
Oct. 22 at Idaho 


“Tuesday **Thursday/Friday 


Toughest game @ Must win 

‘A Best chance to be upset 

2004 Results 

at Washington . W, 35-16 
at Kansas Stat W, 45-21 
Portland State W, 27-17 
at Louisiana Tech L, 28-21 
UTEP... L, 24-21 
at Boise State. 1, 33-16 
SMU . W, 42-0 
at Rice W, 52-21 
Hawaii W, 70-14 
Nevada. 


at San Jose State 
Virginia’ 
*MPC Computers Bow! 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Pat Hill has worked hard 
to instil his love of smash-mouth football into the program, and that phi- 
losophy won't change anytime soon. Unlike most dink-and:dunk WAC 
teams, Fresno State likes to pound away behind charging backs and a 
physical lin. More often than not, passing gains come only after the 
defense is sufficiently softened. When the offense sputtered during last 
year’s three-game skid, quarterback Paul Pinegar and coordinator Frank 
Cignetti shouldered most of the blame. But this is Hills show. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Fresh off his five-touchdown pass- 
ing performance in the MPC Computers Bow win over Virginia, Pinegar 
brings a 24-8 record into hs fourth season as a starter. There will be no 
quarterback controversy, though Tom Brandstater should see some action 
to get him ready for 2008. I former starter Dwayne Wright returns as 
expected from a knee injury that cost him most of last season there will 
bbe a logjam at talback with Bryson Sumin and Wendell Mathis. All are 
1,000-yard threats with cifferent running styles, The receivers aren't nearly 
as talented, though Paul Wiliams has the tools to become a big-play 
threat. The rest-Joe Femandez, Adam Jennings and Jermaine Jamison 
are ordinary, Center Kyle Young heads a stacked line that includes 
Dartangon Shack, who is moving to left tackle, WAC freshman of the year 
Ryan Wendel at right quard and butly right tackle Chris Denman, 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Dan Brown and 
special teams guru John Baxter are all that remain of Hill's original staff, 
Brown is a strong believer in the 4-3 and employs multiple fronts and. 
blitzes to confuse opponents. The Bulldogs prefer mobile linebackers 
and emphasize aggressive coverage techniques. Most of the tackles get 
funneled to the middle linebacker and strong safety, which makes James 
Sanders’ early departure to the NFL a concem. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Seven starters retum, led by all- 
conference tackle Garrett Mcintyre. At just 250 pounds, Mcintyre is a 
disruptive force who constantly wreaks havoc in the backfield. He's also 
the only proven performer up front, where backups Jason Shirley and 
Marlon Brisco will be asked to step up. Dwayne Andrews is the best of 
the three returning linebackers, and the Bulldogs have two outstanding 
‘comerbacks in Richard Marshall and Marcus McCauley. Both comers will 
be on NFL radar screens. Tyrone Culver returns at free safety, but the 
‘outlook at strong safety is uncertain. Vincent Mays, who has been slow to 
make an impact, will get first crack. If he fails, look for one of several 
experienced reserves-Awan Diles, Ray Washington or Josh Sheriey. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Mike Lingua ranked last in the WAC. 
with a 36,3-yard average last year. But that number does not tell an 
accurate story. Because of Lingua's tremendous hang time, only 10 of 
44 punts were returned-for 27 net yards. At kicker, the untested Clint 
Stitser has the unenviable task of replacing Brett Visintaner, who had a 
knack for hitting clutch field goals. 


COACHING STAFF After years of storming the BCS castle, Hil 
was a bystander when Utah finally broke through the gates, leaving the 
Bulldogs to stew over a three-game losing streak that cost them a gold- 
en opportunity. But Utah's success has only reinforced Hill's belief that 
2005 could be his program's year. The talent is there after a 9-3 season 
and for only the second time in eight years, no assistants have departed 
for higher-profile A programs or the NFL. 

BOTTOM LINE By finishing No. 22 in both major polls last sea- 
‘son, the Bulldogs set themselves up for another boom-or-bust cam- 
paign. For 2005 to be considered successful, Fresno State has to 
knock off nemesis Boise State. If both teams enter that game unbeat- 
en, all the better. After that, it's a date with defending national champi- 
‘on Southern California. Gulp! -Marek Warszawski 


“2. Fresno State 


National rank 


3( 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht = Wt. 
WR 84 Joe Fernandez” 510 165 
1 Paul Williams 6-2 200 
tT 50 Dartangon Shack 6-2 300 
65 Bobby Lepori 65 210 
16 62 Cole Popovich 62 25 
70 Sean Finnerty 63 285 
© 59 Kyle Young* 65 320 
66 Robin Kezirian 63 300 
RG 77 Ryan Wendell* 62 260 
78 Kurt Walton 65 345 
79 Chris Denman* 66 260 
76 Adam Messick 67 230 
88 Jesus Tapia 66 215 
80 Drew Lubinsky 6-6 230 
WR 5 Adam Jennings* = 5-10 175 
18 Jaron Farman 61 185 
QB 13. Paul Pinegar* 6-4 220 
7 Tom Brandstater 65 190 
RB 34 Bryson Sumlin® 540 200 
22 Wendell Mathis 5-9 185 
FB 26 Roshon Vercher* 5205 
33. Robbie Dubois 540 220 
K 39° Clint Stitser 61 185 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. 
E 82° Marlon Brisco 63 280 
72 Adam McDowell 64 205 
a! 71 Garrett Mcintyre* 6-3 250 
42 Charles Tolbert 5 245 
NT = 97 Jason Shirley 6-5 295 
94 Jon Monga 62 280 
E ‘TN Tyler Clutts 6-2 220 
46 John Green 6-2 225 
WLB 31 Marcus Riley* 60 190 
28 Manuel Sanchez 61 215 
MLB 51 Dwayne Andrews* 60 240 
44 Kyle Goodman 60 230 
SLB 10 Alan Goodwin* 6-2 220 
52 Ahijah Lane 61 185 
CB 24 Richard Marshall* = 5-1 190 
30 Elgin Simmons 59 154 
SS 4 Vincent Mays 5 205 
27 Awan Diles 5-8 182 
FS 36 Tyrone Culver 64 195 
18 Josh Sherley 60 185 
CB 17 = Marcus McCauley* 6-1 190 
29 Raymond Washington 6-0 200 
P37 Mike Lingua 60 190 
Returning starter 


WAC 
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‘COURTESY OF LOUISIANA TECH MEDIA RELATIONS 


Bulldogs data 
Stadium: Joe Aillet (grass, 30,600) 
Site: Ruston, La. 
Coach: Jack Bicknell (33-38, 
6 years; 9th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Conroy Hines (6th year, 
14th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Randy Bates (1st year, 6th at 
school) 
Offensive scheme; Multiple 
one-back 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 2001 


2004 TSN preseason rank: 92 
2004 record: 6-6; WAC: 5-3/T3rd 
Website: www.latechsports.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 10 mat Florida 
Sept. 17 at Kansas 
Qct.1 __ New Mexico State 
Oct.8 —@ Hawaii 
Oct. 15 at Nevada ‘. 
Oct. 22 North Texas 
Oct. 29 San Jose State 
Nov. 5 at Utah State 
“at Idaho 
Nov. 26 _ Boise State 


ite 
Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 
Nevada... 
LacLafayette . 
at Miami... 
at Tennessee. 
Fresno State . 


at Auburn. 

at SMU W, 41-10 
UTEP. L, 44-27 
at Haw L, 34-23 


at Boise State. 
at Rice... 
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3. Louisiana Tech 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Louisiana Tech abandoned its 
prolific passing attack in 2004 after losing quarterback Luke McCown to 
the NFL. Now the Bulldogs will stray from their powerful running attack 
because tailback Ryan Moats has departed for the NFL~a year early, no 
less. Enough withthe extremes. Coaches will look for a middle ground, 
throwing more than the 25 passes the team averaged last year but run- 
ning a lot more than the Bulldogs did during the McCown era. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Moats, the conference's offensive 
player of the year, decided to cash in on his 1,774-yard season. But that 
doesn't mean the Bulldogs won't run the ball. Three inside linemen 
retur-all-conference left quard Aaron Lips, center Marcus Stewart and 
Tight tackle Marcus Lindsey-and sophomore tailback Freddie Franklin is 
a capable ballcarrier who rushed for 75 yards last year against Auburn. 
Seniors Matt Kubik and Donald Allen will compete through fll camp for 
the starting quarterback job. Allen won that battle last year, suffered a 
shoulder injury in the fourth game at Tennessee and couldn't wrestle the 
job away from Kubik the rest ofthe season, Both run better than they 
throw. When they do pass, track star Johnathan Holland should be the 
primary target after averaging 22.2 yards on 19 catches last year. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Jack Bicknell switched to 
a 3-4 scheme last season, and the unit recorded 32 sacks. Coordinator 
Tim Rose departed after one season to join the staff at Toledo. John 
Lovett was hired but then bolted for Bowling Green, so Randy Bates 
who has coached the secondary and linebackers and was the co- 
coordinator in 2003-was promoted. His mandate: Keep the terminology 
and schemes as similar as possible to those installed by Rose. 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Oni four starters return, but 
experienced backups will step in, The premier player is speedy line- 
backer Byron Santiago, who was an all-conference first-team selection 
last year. Santiago will man the strong side for a linebackers unit that 
includes returning players Jeremy Hamitton and Barry Robertson and 
forms the core of the defense. Up front, seniors Moqut Ruffins, Quarvay 
Winbush and Ladarius Love wil slide into starting roles. Senior Tramon 
‘Williams brings starting experience to one comerback spot, but the 
Bulldogs dipped heavil into the junior college ranks to create depth in 
the secondary. Dez Abrams and Bo Cox are experienced reserves who 
could win starting jobs at safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Matt Butler returns, but he's also in the 
safety rotation, and Bicknell would rather someone else handle punting 
chores. Brad Oestriacher and Danny Horwedel, both of whom were 
inconsistent last season, will battle sophomore Zach Myatt for the kick- 
ing job. Myatt was a Parade All-American in high school. The return 
teams were the worst in the conference last year, but the coverage 
teams were formidable. Bicknell hopes Franklin and wideout Freddie 
King can produce more big returns. 


COACHING STAFF Three assistants took jobs elsewhere, lead- 
ing to changes that affected five positions on Bicknell's staff. Greg Malo 
moved from running backs to outside linebackers and Chris Vaszily from 
receivers to tight ends/special teams. Shelton Gandy (running backs) 
and Pete Carmichael (wide receivers) joined the staff, and Bates was 
promoted. Bicknell, who is 15-21 since taking Louisiana Tech to the 
2001 Humanitarian Bowl, might need a successful season to prevent 
his own departure. 

BOTTOM LINE The schedule passes for reasonable by Louisiana 
Tech standards. The Bulldogs travel to Florida, Kansas and Fresno State 
and have games against North Texas, Boise State and Hawaii in Ruston. 
This team might win six games in the newly configured WAC-putting a 
bowl berth within reach. -C.C. 


National rank 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
WR 7 — Johnathan Holland* 
86 Thomas Augusta 
73 Tyler Miller 
Bill Jones 
LG = 64 Aaron Lips* 
Ben Harris 
c 56 Marcus Stewart” 
51 Jacob Peeler 
RG 63 Ryan Considine 
66 David Accardo 
78 Marcus Lindsey* 
70 Kevon Bagot 
89 Anthony James: 
5 Shelton Richardson 
WR 82 Eric Newman 
2 Freddie King 
WR 6 Seneca Chambers 
87 — Shane Womack 
QB 13 Matt Kubik 
1 Donald Allen 
RB 28 Freddie Franklin 
43° Mark Dillard 
K 48 Danny Horwedel* 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 
— 98 — Mogut Ruffins 
49 Wendell Crowe 
NT 93 Ladarius Love 
90 Oren Lewis 
7 85 Quarvay Winbush 
ST Eddie White 
SLB 42 Byron Santiago” 
46 Quincy Hicks 
MLB 58 Brannon Jackson 


32 Terence Alexander 


BLB 34 Barry Robertson” 
44° Anthony Crosby 
WLB 8 Jeremy Hamilton” 
Quin Harris 
CB 18 Delone Williams 
39° Torrance Hampton 
SS 31 BoCox 
9 Alton Bryant 
FS 35 Dez Abrams 


Marquis Spurgon 
25 Tramon Williams* 

Sandy Ray Collins 
41 Matt Butler* 


Returning starter 


65 


wt. 
186 
155 
296 
285 
3m 
270 
300 
am 
280 
3a 
315 
360 
259 
235 
190 
167 


187 


4. Hawaii 


OFFENSE Coach June Jones wil have to reload his run-and-shoot offense. Record- 
setting quarterback Timmy Chang, explosive wideout Chad Owens and all the key talbacks 
are gone from an offense that averaged 35.9 points and 434.5 yards per game. The line 
will atleast give the new skil players a chance. Jones predicts al five starters will play in 
the NFL and projects junio left quard Samson Satele as a fst-round pick. The quarterback 
race remained wide open through the spring, with redshirt freshmen Inoke Funaki and Tyler 
Graunke showing the biggest upside. Former receiver Nate llaca, who ballooned to 240 
pounds while rehabilitating an injury, moves to talback. Jason Rivers, who missed spring 
ball for academic reasons, wil be the lead receive if he returns. 


DEFENSE The Warriors ranked 117th in rushing defense and 116th in total defense 
last year, partly because of injuries. Former NFL coach Jerry Glanville takes over as 
‘coordinator, and he has some talent at his disposal. End Mella Purcell linebackers 
Tanuvasa Moe and Ikaika Curnan, comerback Kenny Patton and safeties Leonard Peters 
and Lono Manners provide a veteran core. 
Senior Turmarian Moreland has the biggest 
shoes to fil as he replaces standout comer- 
back Abraham Elimimian. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Owens scored five 
touchdowns on punt retums last year, but 
Jones thinks there are enough explosive ath- 
letes in is offense to find a replacement. He 
particulary likes freshman Michael Washington. 
Punter Kurt Milne and the cover teams were 
weak spots last year 


BOTTOM LINE The Warriors used their 
home-field advantage to win eight games and 
get into their hometown bowl last year. ft won't 
be an easy encore. Hawaii will break in a new 
offense in games against USC and at 
Michigan State, plus they figure to be home 
underdogs against Boise State, Fresno State 
and Wisconsin. They also travel to Ruston, La, 
to face Louisiana Tech. ~C.C. 


Warriors data 

Stadium: Aloha (artificial, 50,000) 
Site: Honolulu 

Coach: June Jones (48-30, 

6 years; 8th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

June Jones (7th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jerry Glanville (1st year) 
Ofiensive scheme: Run and shoot 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1999 (tie) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2001 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 89 
2004 record: 8-5 (beat UAB in 

Hawaii Bowl); WAC: 4-4/5th 
Website: uhathletics.hawaii.edu 


Schedule 


Sept.3 USC — 
Sept, 10 at Michigan State 
24 at Idaho 


Oct.1 Boise State OFFENSE 
8 at Louisiana Tech ae ert racic cua 
= See Rivers” [Ir 
oe 3 hee Meso State — WR 21 Jason Ferguson 5-5 157 So. 
3 BSA Jase State 70 Tala Esera* 63 21 dr. 
Oct.29 _Fresno State __ 1G 64 Samson Satele* 2 278 Jr. 
Nov.5 at Nevada C59 Derek Faavi* 60 2S. 
Nov.12 Utah State RG 65 Brandon Eaton* 6-2 291 Sr. 
ca Wis in* RY 72 Dane Uperesa 6-5 328 Jr. 
Now. 25 Heewa State «SCR 4 Nate Hana 58 200. Sr. 
wes WR 82 Ross Dickerson 5-11 190 Jr. 
Q8 8 Inoke Funaki «= 5-11 190 Fr. 
RB 4 Nate loa 58 200 Sr. 
2004 Results K 26 Nolan Miranda «5-8 163 Jr. 
Florida Atlantic... . L, 35-28 (OT) 
at Rive 141-29 DEFENSE 
Tulsa W.44-16 Pos. No, Name HE Wt Ch. 
Nevada W.48-26 € 98 Mella Purcell” 6-4 266. Sr. 
at UTEP. 51-20 1 92 Michael Lafaele 6-1 297 So. 
W4e28 TT $3 Keala Watson = 6-2 299 Fr 
eee L693 © 31 kaika Amafrancis 6-6 215 J 
Louisiana Tech, Wae2g WB 45. Tanwasa Moe” = 5-T1_210 Sr. 
at Fresno State "a0. MLB 51 Ikaika Cuman* = 5-10 221 Sr. 
i SLB 58 CJ. Allen-Jones 6-2 204 So. 
CB 6 —Tumarian Moreland 6-0 198 Sr. 
tai SS 15 Lona Manners 5-10 208 Sr. 
Michigan State FS 42° Leonard Peters" 6-1 188 Sr. 
UAB! CB 24 Kenny Patton* 60 187 Jr. 
"Hawaii Bow! P25 Kurt Milne 60 196 Jr. 


*Retumning starter 


5. Nevada 


OFFENSE Ouarterback Jeff Rowe lived up to his billing last year when he became the 
conference's fourth-ranked passer in his first full season as a starter. The next hurdle? 
Improving that ho-hum 15/12 touchdown-to-interception ratio. The emergence of wide 
reosiver Nichiren Flowers coincided with Rowe's rise to prominence. Flowers caught 91 
passes for 1,126 yards, by far the most receptions for any Wolf Pack player since Nate 
Burleson in 2002. There's no heir apparent to running back Chance Kretschmer, a four- 
year starter, though backups BJ. Mitchell and Robert Hubbard will ry. Tackle Adam Kiefer 
and center Jimmy Wadhams are the lone retumees on an undersized line. 
DEFENSE Aiter coordinator Dave Fipp departed for San Jose State, Nevada spent 
much of spring practice installing a 3-4 alignment. Considering the Wolf Pack lost allcon- 
ference tackle Chris Bary and retum a strong group of linebackers, that’s not a bad idea. 
Jeremy Engstrom was sensational roaming the middle as a freshman. Now he'll have to 
cope with 290-pound guards. The switch also means an adjustment for standout end J. 
Milan, who has converted to strongside line- 


Wolf Pack data backer. Charles Wilson and Craig Bailey have 
Stadium: Mackay (artificial, 31,900) experience up front, but the roster lacks a true 
Site: Reno, Nev. nose tackle. Three starters return in a second: 
Coach: Chris Ault (168-70-1, ary that will have a more conventional look 

20 years) alter years of hybrid positions. 


Offensive coordinator: 
Chris Klenakis (5th year, 
12th at school) 

Defensive coordinators: 
Barry Sacks (2nd year, 4th at 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS Redshirt freshman 
Brett Jackle is set to replace fouryear kicker 
Damon Fine, who made 12 of 18 field-goal 
tries last season, I he falters, the Wolf Pack 
might tum to senior Justin Bergendahl, the 


school); Tim DeRuyter (1st year)  WAC'sfithranked punter. Experience should 
Offensive scheme: Multiple, benefit Jarred Belser and Alex Rosenblum in 
one-back their second season as retun men. 


Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 1997 (tie, 
Big West) 

Last bowl appearance: 1996 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 102 

2004 record: WAC: 3-5/T6th 

Website: 
www.nevadawolfpack.com 


BOTTOM LINE Chis Aut's ballyhooed 
return to the sideline didn't produce the 
results fans expected last fll. n fac, they 
looked lke the same middle-ofthe-pack Wolf 
Pack. Anything less than a winning record and 
Ault walks again. -M.W. 


po) OFFENSE 
Washington Statey Pes. No. Name HL Wt Gl. 
ot UNLV. ~SO~SCWR «83. Anthony Pudewell*™ 6-3 240 J 
eo WR 5 Cole Spencer = 6-0 180 Jr. 
Sept. 24 _at Colorado State__— st 3 Adam Kiefer" 6-4 300 Sr. 
at San Jose State SG 70 Barrett Reznick 6-1 280 Jr. 
Idaho © 78 Jimmy Wadhams* 6-3 285 Jr. 
Louisiana Tech WE 61 Dominic Green 6-3 285 Fr, 
is WT 58 Tony Moll 64 215 Sr, 
at Bast State__— wp g9 ike McCoy 60 190 Fr. 
WR 84 Nichiren Flowers" 6-3 210 Sr. 
at New Mexico State 9g 3 Jeff Rowe* 65 220 dr 
Nov. 19 at Utah State RB 8 BJ. Mitchell 58 205 Sr. 
Nov. 26 Fresno State K 99 Brett Jackle 62 25 Fr. 
ae DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL WL ol 
ry ess E 83° Charles Wilson” = 6-3 270 dr. 
Fotane hs T 57 Matt Hines 61 285 So. 
Sacramento State « E 90 Craig Bailey” 6-4 260 Sr. 
WLB 26 Roasevelt Cooks 5-10 215. Sr. 
MLB 44 Jeremy Engstrom 6-1 235 So, 
SLB 91 J, Milan* 65 265 Sr. 
B 55 Selevasio Fauolo 6-3 220 Jr. 
CB 35 Paul Pratt” 5-10 185 Jr. 
SS 28 NickHawthrone* 6-0 200 dr. 
FS 33 Uche Anyanwu 63 215 Fr. 
CB 33° KevinStanley” 6-0 115 Sr. 
at Fresno State. P 63 Justin Bergendahi* 6-2 210 Sr. 


Boise State. . *Returning starter 
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WAC 


6. San Jose State 


OFFENSE One of new coach Dick Tomey’s first moves was to hire Ken Margerum to 
run his offense. Margerum brings a vast knowledge of West Coast schemes from his days 
at nearby Stanford, Margerum will have his work cut out for him, considering leading rush- 
er Tyson Thompson decided to give up his final year of college eligibility and there's no 
established quarterback on the roster. Sophomore Adam Tafralis has the most FA experi 
ence, but he'll have to beat out redshirt J.P, Greco and transfer Kevin Brown. At least 
there is a group of capable receivers, ed by Rufus Skillern and James Jones, Center Matt 
Cantu and guard John Booker are the only battle-tested linemen, 


DEFENSE Tomey lured coordinator Dave Fipp from Nevada to improve what has been 
the WAC's worst defense over the last three seasons. Pass-rushing end Tony Fickln did 
not help Fipp when he decided to test the NFL market. That leaves standout safety Josh 
Powel, linebacker Ezekiel Staples and tackle Kinji Green, a fouryear starter, to mind the 
fort. Help up front should arrive inthe form of 298-pound Fred McCutcheon, a junior col 
lege recruit who was a parttime starter two 
years ago as a freshman at San Diego State. 
Eric Wilson willbe used more as a rover in 


Spartans data 


7. New Mexico State 


OFFENSE First-year coach Hal Mumme's airraid attack will be a radical departure 
from previous rurvheavy regimes. With passes sure to fil the air, look for transfer Royal Gill 
to emerge in a quarterback battle with retumee Joey Vincent. Gil is a proven winner at the 
high school and junior college levels, and he has the added cachet of being Mumme's 
recruit. The Aggies will deploy three wide receivers on most downs, so look for former 
quarterback Paul Dombrowski, Derek Dubois and Tim Tolbert to catch a lot of passes. And 
tight end Andrew Mooney had 27 receptions as a true freshman, Muammar Ali and David 
Romaka are expected to share the rushing load, and they will do most of their running 
behind right guard Nick Cole, who anchors an otherwise suspect line. 
DEFENSE Mumme elected to keep the 3-4 scheme the Aggies converted to halfway 
through last season-a smart decision. With tackling machine Jimmy Cottrell patrolling the 
middle and Dustin Sober and Chris Sneed on the outside, there should be good enough 
linebacker play to make it work. The secondary also looks promising with retuming comers 
Gill Byrd and Shukree Shabazz joining talent- 


Stadium: Spartan (grass, 31,218) 
Site: San Jose, Calif. 
Coach: Dick Tomey (1st year; 

158-110-7 overall, 24 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Ken Margerum (1st year) 
Defensive coordinators: 

Dave Fipp (1st year); 

Tom Williams (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: Double Eagle 
Last league title won: 1990 

(Big West) 

Last bow! appearance: 1990 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 112 
2004 record: 2-9; WAC; 1-7/10th 
Website: www.sjsuspartans.com 


this defense. Trestin George has experience at 
comer and Brian Nunez at free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS For the first time in 
six seasons, there won't be a member of the 
Carr family to handle kicking duties. Jeff Carr 
is gone and Jeff Ferrier looked lke his heir 
apparent in the spring. Waylon Prather returns 
to do the punting, John Broussard should see 
some kick return duty, but the elusive George 
is most dangerous in that role. George has. 
scored touchdowns in five different ways. 


BOTTOM LINE After posting winning 
records at Hawaii and Arizona, Tomey inherits 
a rebuilding project that would make Bob Vila 
proud, Besides winning, he needs to stimulate 
fan interest, a Mount Whitney-tke obstacle for 
his predecessors, This team will win ive 


Aggies data ed free safety Matt Griebel, Former interior 

Stadium: Aggie Memorial (grass, linemen Chase Spicer and Jared Naylor are 
90,343) moving to end, clearing the middle for 

Site: Los Cruces, N.M. 295-pound nose tackle Sam Ford. This unit 


Coach: Hal Mumme (‘st year; 
20-26, overall, 4 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Hal Mumme (1st year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Woody Widenhofer (1st year) 
Offensive scheme; Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 1978 
(Missouri Valley) 
Last bow! appearance: 1960 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 97 
2004 record: 5-6; 
Sun Belt: 4-3/T3rd 


will not embarrass itself, 


SPECIAL TEAM Kicker Ryan Guardia, 
who connected on 12 of 18 field-goal tres as 
a freshman, was injured in an automobile acci 
dent and will not return, Punter Brad Evans 
and Dan Campbell will battle to replace him, 
Byrd and Buckley split ime as the kick and 
punt returners last season, 

BOTTOM LINE Mumme's offense won't 
cause culture shock in the WAC, where defen- 
sive coordinators have been scheming against 
high-powered Hawaii and Louisiana Tech 
offenses for years. Look for plenty of excite- 
ment in Las Cruces this season, but not many 


games, max. - MW, 


Dat Opponent 
Sept. 3 Eastern Washington _ 
Sept. 10 at Illinois 
Sept. 24 at San Diego State OFFENSE 
Ogee <siNevada Pos, No, Name new 
a at Utah State SC*«*(R:«80 Rus Skilerm* G1 183 Sr, 
Oct, 8 __at Utah State__ 777 Amadeo Novela* 6-4 305 Sr, 
UG 62 Marcel Burrough 6-8 349. 
= © 68 Justin Paysinger 6-1 290 So, 
at Louisiana Tech RG 63° John Booker 6-4 300 So 
at Fresno State AT 71 John Toensfeldt 6-8 290 Sr. 
“Naw Mexioa State TE 82 Bryan Watje* 6-3 250 Sr. 
ee eg Stata WR 3 James Jones* 6-1 188d. 
——Wdaho_____ 8 7 Adam Tatras. «61-219 So. 
RB 34 Yonus Davis 5-5 189 So. 
2004 Results FB 42 James T, Calli §— 6-0 221 So 
at Stanford .. : K 39 Bijan Shahmirza 5-8 251 dt. 
Morgan State, 
at SMU. DEFENSE 
Pos. No, Name HL WE cl. 
E 54 Lamell Ransom* 6-0. 253 Sr, 
T 69. Kinji Green” 6-2 275 Sr. 
T 98 Anthony Flores 6-4 289 Sr, 
at Nevada . E 95 Justin James 6-4 288 Sr, 
Boise State, 1B 35 MattCastelo © 5-10. 190 So, 
1B 6 Bobby Godinex* 5-1 207 Sr, 
Mee B21 Eric Wilson 59 202 Sr, 
: CB 4 © Trestin Geore = 5-978 Sr, 
SS 33 Josh Powell 6-3 208 Sr, 
FS 15 Brian Nunez” = 5-1 115 Sr. 
CB 25 Larry Collins 5-10. 181 Sr. 
P18 Waylon Prather 6-3 229 So, 


*Returning starter 
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Website: www.nmstatesports.com 


Schedule 

Sept. 3 UTEP 
Sept st Colored ——_— Pos. No. pena HL Wt Gh. 
Sept. 17__at New Mexico _ WR 84 Tim Tolbert® 6-2 180 Jr. 
Sept. 23 California” —_ WR 10 Paul Dombrowski 6-0 208 Sr. 
Oct.1 at Lovisiana Tech LT 75 Kyle Smith 6-2 265. Jr. 
Oct.8 Fresno State LG 77 dustin Shopbell*™ 6-3 280 Sr. 
i C89 Mike Martinez* 6-4 310 So. 
Sot. 15_at Hawal : RG 64 Nick Cole* 61 335 Sr. 
Us) SMe RT 74 Adam Honaker ~=—«6-3- 295 So, 
Nov. 5 __at Boise State TE 81 Andrew Mooney «6-3. -230 So, 
Nov.12 Nevada WA 19 Derek Dubois 5-8 To 
Nov. 19 at San Jose State -«B__——Royal Gil 65 215 Jr 
Nov. 26 Utah State RB 20) Muammar Ali 5-10 215 Jr. 
arated K 56 Dan Campbell 5-8 170 So. 

DEFENSE 

2004 Results Pos. No. Name HL Wt ol. 
at Arkansas. 16313 £ 96 Chase Spicer 65280 
at California. Latt4 — T 92 Sam Ford 63 295 Jr. 
Troy... Wi2218 E91 dared Naylor” = 6-2 280 sr 
New Mexico, 136g LB 24 ohn Howe 61 240 Sr. 
0 LB 42 dimmy Cotte — 6-0 244 Sr. 
uae Lae LB 54 Dustin Sober 62 215 Sr. 
ANG 136.96 B88 Chis Sneed* = 6-1 218 
Florida Intemaional..,..W, 56-31  ¢2 1 Suwa Staban™ 58 HG Se 
: rie Carrie 5-10 200 Jt. 
Middle Tennessee W440 fs 2 Matt Griebel* «5-11 186 Sr. 
at Florida Atantc , CB 25 Gill Byrd* 59 165 Jr. 
at Utah State... P48 Brad Evans 64184 dr. 


“Returning starter 


8. Utah State 


OFFENSE Mike Santiago, the Aggies’ new coordinator, is installing a shotgun attack 
similar to the one Utah runs. Making that offense work could be a challenge because the 
Aggies don't have a quarterback who has started a college game. Five starters return-tail 
back Chris Forbes, center Brent DeLadurantey, tackles Donald Penn and Justin Schlimgen 
and wide receiver Tony Pennyman. Kevin Robinson was not a starter last season, but he 
was a freshman All-American as a receiver and return man. The quarterback race boils 
down to athletic sophomore Leon Jackson, who threw 46 passes last year, and Jase 
MoCormick, a returning missionary who operated a similar system in high school, 
DEFENSE First-year coach Brent Guy will switch from a 3-4 to the 4-3 scheme he ran 
as coordinator at Arizona State, Guy likes hs line, even though he had fo move several line- 
backers to end to make the 4-3 work. John Chick, a relocated linebacker, is a top talent, 
Michael Gates moves from tackle to end and tackles Frank Maile, EJ, Reid and Ben Childs 
form the backbone of the defense. The linebacker corps was decimated by graduation, posi- 


Aggies data 

Stadium: Romney (artificial, 
30,257) 

Site: Logan, Utah 

Coach; Brent Guy (1st year, 
4th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Santiago (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Mark Johnson (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1997 (tie, 

Big West) 

Last bowl appearance: 1997 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 98 
2004 record: 3-8; 

Sun Belt: 2-5/T7th, 
Website: 

www.utahstateaggies.com 


Schedule 


Date Opponent 


10 at Utah 
24 UNLV 
_at Idaho 
“San Jose State 
“at Fresno State 


Sept. S 
Oot. 1 


22 Boise State 
Oct.29 atAlabama 
Nov. 5 Louisiana Tech 
N at Hawaii E 
Nov. 19 Nevada 

2004 Results 

at Alabama 


at Middle Tennessee , 
at La-Monroe . . 
at Arkansas State . 
New Mexico State. 


»L, 16-7 
«W, 34-25, 


tion switches and the transfer of starter Kelly 
Poppinga. The secondary is loaded with experi 


‘ence, Comerback Comelius Lamb is a two-year : 


starter, and safety Andre Bala started last sea- 
son, Another safety, Terrance Washington, start 
ed in 2008 as a freshman but missed most of 
2004 with injury. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Robinson finished 
second nationally in punt return average (22.5) 
and scored twice on punts and once as a kick: 
off returner, Jackson punted rugby'stye last 
season, but Guy will switch to a traditional 
punter this year, Junior college transfer Jarrod 
Jakubiak will be the kicker. 

BOTTOM LINE The Aggies have anew 
ccoach and play in a new conference, but that 
doesn't guarantee new results, It will take Guy 
time to tum this program into a winner, A sched 
tle that includes Boise State, Fresno State and 
Louisiana Tech makes the job formidable. ~C.C. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No, Name HL Wt ch 
WR 1 Tony Pennyman* 6-9 160 Jr. 
{T 72 Donald Penn* 6-5 315 Sr. 
LG 75 Ryan DeQuillettes 6-3 291 Sr. 
C 62 Brent DeLadurantey* 6-3. 314 Jr, 
RG 89 Ryan Wilson 6-3 245 Jr. 
AT 74 Justin Schlimgen* 6-2. 300 Sr. 
TE 87 Jason Stephens 6-5 254 dt. 
WR 6 Kevin Robinson 6-0 189 So, 
QB 7 Leon Jackson 6-2 189 So. 
RB 2 Chris Forbes* 5-1 190 So, 
FB 88 Jimmy Bohm 6-2 266 So. 
K 98 Jarrod Jakubiak = 6-0 195 Jr, 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No, Name HL Wt ch 
E 37 John Chick* 6-4 248 Sr. 
T 73 EW. Reid 6-1 302 Jr. 
T ST Frank Maile 61 262 So, 
E 90 Michael Gates* 6-4 250 Sr. 
WL Jake Hutton 6-0 215 Fr. 
MLB 51 Matt Wiser 6-0 232 Sr. 
SLB 40 Nate Fredrick” 6-3 241 Sr. 
CB 29 Comelius Lamb* 6-3. 183 Sr. 
SS 24 Antonio Taylor 6-1 203 So. 
FS 26 Andre Bala* Sl 194 Sr. 
CB 21 Jarrett Bush 6-1 192 Sr. 
P 13° dustin Hamblin. = S-T1_ 152 So. 


Returning starter 


9. Idaho 


OFFENSE The Vandals recruited a quarterback to challenge senior starter Michael 
Harrington, and junior college transfer Steve Wichman battled Harrington throughout the 
spring, The winner of that battle will be looking for other weapons to challenge defenses. 
The departure of wideout Bobby Bernal-Wood, who made 96 catches last season, will 
hurt, although Wendell Octave has shown go-to promise. The backfield is well stocked 
with young players, three of whom earned valuable experience last season. Idaho product 
Jayson Bird is the starter, but Rolly Lumbala has serious talent. They will run behind an 
‘experienced line that features left tackle Hank Therien and right guard Nate VanderPol. 
DEFENSE Sisstarters are back, including middle linebacker Cole Snyder, who made 
136 tackles last year, On the outside will be Mike Anderson, who returns to his natural 
linebacker position after an unproductive season at end, Sophomore strong safety Dan 
Dykes, who got his career off to a great start last year with 72 tackles, will have to be the 
playmaker in a secondary that is particularly thin at cornerback. Coach Nick Holt's 


Vandals data 
Stadium: Kibbie Dome (artificial 
16,000) 
Site: Moscow, Idaho 
Coach: Nick Holt (3-9, 1 year; 
10th at school) 
Offensive coordinators: 
Joe! Thomas (2nd year); 
Nate Kaczor (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: Nick Holt 
(2nd year, 10th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1998 (Big 
West) 
Last bowl appearance: 1998 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 116 
2004 record: 3-9; 
Sun Belt: 2-5/T7th 
Website: www.uiathletics.com 


Schedule 

Date ponent 

Sept. 1 at Washington State* 
Sept. 10 at UNLV 

Sept. 17 at Washington 

Sept. 24 Hawaii 

Oct. 1 Utah State 

Oct.8 at Nevada 

Oct. 22 Fresno State 
Oct. 29 at New Mexico State 
Nov. 12 Lousiana Tech 


19 at Boise State 
26 at San Jose State 
*Thursday 


2004 Results 


at Boise State 


L657 


at Utah State. 147 
Washington State . L498 
at Oregon . L, 48-10 
at Eastern Michigan, .... W, 45-41 
LaMonroe . L 1644 
LacLafayette . W, 38-25 
at Middle Tennesse. .....L, 84-14 
at Troy ... L427 


Arkansas State . .W, 45-31 
at North Texas. L, 51-29 
at Hawaii. . 1, 52-21 


defense made big plays last year27 take- 
aways and 26 sacks-but couldn't keep 
‘opponents off the scoreboard. The Vandals 
allowed 39.4 points per game and got a scary 
glimpse of life in he WAC with a 2-21 sea- 
sorvending loss at Hawai 

SPECIAL TEAMS Mike Barrow was the 
kicker and punter last season, although quarter: 
back TJ. Conley could help with the punting. 
Barrow was a dismal 4-of-12 on field-goal 
attempts. In fact, the Vandals were outmanned 
in virtually every special teams situation, 


BOTTOM LINE The Vandals might have 
three winnable games-San Jose State, Utah 
State and New Mexico State-and two are on 
the road. Second-year coach Holt has experi- 
‘ence across the board and expects major 
improvement, but the move from the Sun Belt 
to the WAC willbe a difficult transition. ~C.C. 


OFFENSE 
‘os. No, Name HL Wt cl 
WR 19 Wendell Octave* 6-1 175 Jr, 
tT 77 Hank Therien* 67 320 Jr. 
LG 50 Jade Tadvick* 6-5 920 Jr. 
C 63 Jerrod Schulte 6-3 268 Sr, 
AG 68 Nate VanderPol* 6-6 296. So, 
AT 73° Desmond Clark 6-3 300 So, 
TE 45 Luke Smith-Anderson* 6-8 251 Jr, 
WR 3 Matt Askew 64 2 dr, 
WA 0 Daniel Smith 6-0 210 Jr 
QB 7 © Michael Harrington* 6-4 210 Sr. 
RB 44 Jayson Bird* 6-0 220 So, 
K 43 Mike Barrows = S-1) 150 Jr 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt cl 
E87 Taylor Rust 6-2 210 Fr. 
T 92° Jeff Edwards* 6-3 263 Sr, 
T 69 Siva Musika* 61 274 So, 
E 99 Mike Bonelli 6-2 236 Sr, 
OLB 13. Mike Anderson* 6-3. 237 Sr. 
MLB 47 Cole Snyder* 5-1 230 Sr. 
OLB 17 Robert Davis* 64 225 dr. 
CB 14 Reggie Jones 5-10 190 So, 
SS 49 Dan Dykes* 6-3 180 So, 
FS 3 Jevon Butler 6-0 205 So, 
CB 10 Jason Martin 5-9 182. Jr. 
P 13° Td, Conley 6-3 210 Fr. 


*Retuming starter 


167 


SCOUTING Gum Belt 


_ Conference rank @@ 


SCOUTING AND TEAM REPORTS BY JEFF WiLSO! 


North Texas’ stranglehold might be in jeopardy, but don’t bet on it 


season after landing two bowl 
Ae the Sun Belt Conference 

has become more than just a blip 
on the college football landscape. 
Granted, North Texas and Troy were 
double-digit losers in the New Orleans 
Bowl and Silicon Valley Bowl, but both 
teams did plenty during the season to 
draw attention to a football conference 
that was created in 2001. 

North Texas clearly is the class of the 
conference, winning all four league 
titles and the automatic berth to New 
Orleans. Darrell Dickey's Mean Green 
lost the first Sun Belt game it played in 
2001 against Louisiana-Monroe and has 
rattled off 25 straight league victories 


ALL-CONFERENCE 


OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt Cl. 
WR Johnny Quinn, North Texas 60 199 
WR Drouzon Quillen, Louisiana-Monroe 66 215 Jr 
TE Samuel Smith, Florida International 6:3 253 Jr, 
T Brandon Cox, LouisianaLafayetie 6:7 295 Jn 


T Wile Hall, Middle Tennessee 66 302 I. 
G Dylan Lineberry, North Teras 63 310 dk 
G — Zarah Yisrael, Troy 63 924 I 


© Marcus Gates, Middle Tennessee 6:2 275 Jr 
QB Steven Jyles, Louisiana-Monroe «6-41. -191 Sr, 
RB _Jamario Thomas, North Texas 541 195 So, 
RB Antonio Warren, Arkansas Stale 5-11 205 Sr 


DEFENSE 
E Erik Walden, Middle Tennessee «6:2 280 So. 
E Brandon Guiloy, Louisiana Monroe 6-4 240 Sr. 
T Myron Anderson, Arkansas State 65 280 Sr. 
LB Tyler Norman, Lovisiana-Lafayette 6-2 220 Sr, 
LB Bernard Davi, Troy 60 221 Sr, 
LB Leverne Johnson, Troy 60 235 Sr. 
LB Shomari Ears, Florida Atlantic ©4250 Sr. 
GB TJ. Covington, North Texas 62 190 Jr 
CB Johnny Faulk, Troy 510 169° Sr. 
$S — TyrellJohnson, Arkansas State «6-1 195 So, 
S Sherrod Martin, Troy 61 178 So. 
‘SPECIALISTS 
K Nick Bazaldua, North Teras 5410 171 dh 
P Joc! Stell, LouisianaMonroe «S11. 187 Sr. 
KR Leodis McKelvin, Troy 5A 180 So. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Jamario Thomas, RB, North Texas 
Defense: Berard Davis, LB, Troy 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
Offense: Frantz Simeon, WR, Florida Atlantic 
Defense: Brandon Lang, E, Troy 
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since. North Texas also has pro- 
duced either the overall, offensive 
or defensive player of the year in 
each of the Sun Belt's four seasons. 
The latest is Jamario Thomas, who 
led the nation in rushing last sea- 
son as a freshman. 

But the Mean Green's confer- 
ence stranglehold and winning 
streak could be in jeopardy in 
2005. North Texas looks good on 
offense, but an overhauled defense 
could be susceptible to high-pow- 
ered Middle Tennessee and 
Louisiana-Lafayette attacks. The 
top-heavy league might produce a 
champion with at least one loss, 
and whichever team has the most 
home-friendly schedule could be 
headed to the Big Easy. 


ASCENDING 

Middle Tennessee The Blue 
Raiders have been stuck behind 
North Texas ever since losing the 
tiebreaker for the first league 
crown in 2001. Middle Tennessee 
was 5-1 then, 2-4 in 2002 (tied for 
fourth), 4-3 in 2003 (tied for sec- 
ond) and 4-4 last season (fifth). But 
this could be a breakthrough year 
in Murfreesboro, where 18 of 22 
starters return for coach Andy 
McCollum's seventh season. And 
the Blue Raiders get North Texas 
at home. 


DESCENDING 

Troy The Trojans grabbed the nation’s 
attention early last season with wins 
over Marshall and Missouri. Troy also 
suffered narrow losses at South 
Carolina and LSU, thanks primarily to a 
stout defense that kept games close 
while a beleaguered offense struggled 
to score. It was enough to eke out seven 
wins and the first bowl invitation in pro- 
gram history. But the offense loses all- 
time leading rusher DeWhitt Betterson, 
and the defense must replace its entire 
front four. The Trojans won't fall far, but 
they won't go to a bowl, either. 


MOST UNDERRATED PLAYER 
Brandon Guillory, DE, Louisiana- 
Monroe He began his college career as 
a walk-on wide receiver and now uses 
his 6-4 frame and 4.42 speed to track 
down quarterbacks and ballcarriers as 


é 
i 
g 


an end, perhaps the best in the confer- 
ence. Guillory had 18 tackles for loss 
and 5% sacks last year and will be the 
Indians’ defensive leader in 2005. 


MOST OVERRATED PLAYER 

Danny Embick, QB, Florida Atlantic He 
had the pedigree and talent as an All- 
American prep player and a big-time col- 
lege recruit. But here he is four years 
later, finally getting his chance to start for 
Division I-A newcomer Florida Atlantic. 
The senior can throw and run, but he'll 
have a hard time living up to his promise 
with an inexperienced Owls offense. 


BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL 

Scott Hall, QB, North Texas He hand- 
ed the ball to the nation’s leading rush- 
er each of the last two seasons, but 
quarterback Scott Hall was just as valu- 
able to the Mean Green's success. His 
play-action passes and heady play kept 
defenses honest and off-balance, 


College Football Insider Matt Hayes’ speed reads are quick hits with impact at sporlingnews.com 


Unit rankings 


But it still will 

have title impli- 

cations. 

BOWL BOUND 
Troy landed 


an at-large bowl 


invitation last 


Demarcus Ware, DE, Troy The 
Trojans lose their entire front four, but 
the departure of Ware is particularly 
deflating. Ware, the conference's defen- 
sive player of the year, posted 19 tack- 
les for loss and 1014 sacks in a big sen- 
ior finish, and there's no one with any- 
where near his talent to step in. 
DeWhitt Betterson, RB, Troy Poor 
Troy! Not only do the Trojans lose their 
top defender, they lose their all-time 
leading rusher. Betterson was the only 
real source of offense for a team that 
passed for 1,403 yards in 12 games. 


NEWCOMERS TO WATCH 

Brandon Lang, DE, Troy The highly 
recruited prep star committed early to 
Georgia but failed to qualify academi- 
cally and enrolled at Troy. Lang is being 
touted as Demarcus Ware's replacement. 

Frantz Simeon, WR, Florida Atlantic 
The redshirt freshman will be one of 
many new contributors for the Owls, 
but the speedy 5-9 receiver could blos- 
som into a big-play target for quarter- 
back Danny Embick. 
BEST COACH 

Darrell Dickey, North Texas In the 
Sun Belt's four football seasons, Dickey 
has been coach of the year every time. 
That says it all. 


season when 
Clemson and 
South Carolina 
declined post- 
season opportu- 
nities because of self-imposed penalties 
for a brawl. Only the conference champ 
will go to the New Orleans Bow! this 
season, and North Texas should make it 
5-for-5. 
BEST BETS 

North Texas won't have the nation’s 
leading rusher, but Patrick Cobbs and 
Jamario Thomas—the leaders in 2003 
and 2004—will combine for more than 
2,000 yards, ... Five impact players 


will be back as fifth-year seniors: 
North Texas running back Cobbs, 
Arkansas State running back Antonio 
Warren, Louisiana-Monroe defensive 
end Brandon Guillory and Louisiana- 
Lafayette wide receiver Bill Sampy 
and defensive tackle Justin Taylor. ... 
Shula Bowl III on November 26, the 
annual game between South Florida 
programs Florida Atlantic and Florida 
International, will be a battle to stay 
out of the cellar. Mark down a win for 
the Golden Panthers. ... Speaking of 
Florida International, all-purpose jun- 
ior Chris Patullo will get playing time 
at punter, receiver and quarterback 
this season. ... The Sun Belt is home 
for some of the country’s best punters. 
Louisiana-Monroe's Joel Stelly is a 
two-time all-conference pick, and he is 
joined in an elite punting club by 
‘Troy's Thomas Olmsted, Arkansas 
State's Jarod Little and Florida 


Atlantic's Mike Brown. TSN 


1. Troy Look for DE Brandon Lang to be a big-time 
pass rusher, Junior college standout Junior Tagovailoa 
also could make an immediate impact on the D-line, 

2. Louisiana-Lafayette John Hundley, a home- 
town prep star, is the quarterback of the future. 

RB Deon Wallace chose the Cajuns over such high- 
profile schools as UCLA and Colorado, 

3. Middle Tennessee DT Brandon Perry was 
recruited by most schools in the SEC. Run-stopping 
LB JK. Sabb could have gone to Oregon or Utah. 

4, Arkansas State Look for OT Jess McDonald, a 
junior college transfer, to make an immediate impact up 
front. Hometown LB Ben Owens could provide a future 
defensive anchor. 


5. North Texas The Mean Green improved their 
dominant defense with prize DE Willie Ransom. Athlete 
DeMario Thomas, the younger brother of standout tail- 
back Jamario Thomas, could be a sleeper, 
6. Florida Atlantic The Owls concentrated on 
Florida and landed Tampa native Conshario Johnson, a 
potential big-time playmaker at wide receiver, 
7. Louisiana-Monroe Skill-position players were 
the focus and hometown quarterback Darrell McNeal 
was the prize, a soon-to-be starter. 
8. Florida International Entering their first year 
in Division |-A, the Panthers beefed up their OL with Brian 
Kelleher and their defense with LB Wendy Napoleon, 

BY CHRIS WALLACE, RIVALS,COM 


UN BELT 


RUSHING 
G Att. _Yds._Avg. _Long 
10 2851801 63 
11__195_1,036_53 
i1__150_587_39 
48042 28 


BEST STAFF 

North Texas OK, Dickey doesn't do it 
all by himself for the Mean Green, 
Defensive coordinator Kenny Evans has 
turned out two NFL linebackers, and 
offensive coordinator Ramon Flanigan 
has produced the nation’s last two rush- 
ing champions, 
COACH ON THE HOT SEAT 

Andy McCollum, Middle Tennessee 
Three things are conspiring against 


142749 


McCollum: a new athletic director, col- 2. Stoven Jyles, Louisiana Moroe, St 11366 204 857 12 2922 63 12 
lege football's worst academic progress —_3.Jeny Babb, Lousiana-Lafayeto, ir. 11 $85 993 679.13. 2.045 Fi 
report and three disappointing seasons. ‘4, Nick Noce, Arkansas State, Sr. 1315 16452116 2115 6719 
BIGGEST GAMES 
North Texas at Middle Tennessee, RECEIVING Ae 
September 10 Much will be on the Piayer, school, dass __G__Rec Yds. Long 1D RI NCAA th. 
line—the Mean Green's conference 1. Bill Sampy, Louisiana-Latayette, Sr. an) 57776 si 6 52 136 705 50 
winning streak, McCollum’s job and the —_- Drouzon Quillen, Louisiana-Monroe, Jr. 11_44 758 _77 _7 40 172 689 54 
inside track to the league title. ‘3. Johnny Quinn, North Texas, Jr. 12 49 78567. 9 41 160 654 62 
Troy at North Texas, October 4 The 4, Chris | Middle Tennessee, Sr. MW 60 586 38. Oo. 55 98 53.3 = 


game Sun Belt fans wanted to see last 
season will be played 12 months too late. 
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SUN BELT 


1. North Texas 


OFFENSE The Mean Green ran the ball better than any team in the country the past 
two seasons, with Patrick Cobbs in 2003 and Jamario Thomas in '04, But North Texas 
has rolled to 25 consecutive conference wins because it uses the play-action pass to 
strike for big plays. Thomas and Cobbs, who missed most of last season with a knee 
injury, wll be in the same backfield this season, The Mean Green has its deepest group of 
reoeivers in four years, with Johnny Quinn joined by Zach Muzzy and Joel Nwigwe, But the 
Mean Green needs a quarterback. Joey Byerly played the entire spring. His main competi- 
tion, Daniel Meagor, injured his shoulder and was sidelined in the spring, The line returns 
two starters, including offensive newcomer of the year Dylan Lineberry at guard, 
DEFENSE With possibly as many as eight new starters, coordinator Kenny Evans 
might have to reinvent how the Mean Green plays defense, Linebackers Shawn Early, 
Derek Mendoza and Brandon Monroe return, but Early needed reconstructive knee sur~ 
gery in the spring. Linebacker Travis Thompson, injured last fall, could move into the rota- 


2. Middle Tennessee 


OFFENSE The Blue Raiders’ bal-control spread stresses high-percentage passes and 
pats receivers in position to make yards after the catch, Running backs are as much a 
threat to catch the ball as they are to take a handoff. Quarterback Clint Marks returns after 
completing 70.4 percent of his passes for 2,749 yards, both tops in the league last year. 
But he had as many interceptions~1 4~as touchdown passes. The team lost Key Wright, 
the league's only 1,000-yard receiver who caught 11 of the team’s 18 touchdown passes. 
Expect the team to use tight end Stephen Chicola more, often as a wideout, The top 
receivers are Chris Henry, Cleannord Saint and first-time starter Piere Ingram, Running 
back Eugene Gross had a team-best 412 rushing yards last year. Germayle Franklin and 
Willie Hall are two of the top tackles in the Sun Belt. 

DEFENSE A unit that had only two seniors allowed more than 3,000 passing yards for 
the second consecutive season, Mark Criner, promoted from secondary coach, isthe third 
coordinator in three seasons, He hasn't changed the 4-3 scheme and hopes competition and 


Mean Green data 

‘Stadium: Fouts Field (artificial, 
30,500) 

Site: Denton, Texas 

Coach: Darrell Dickey (37-46, 

T years) 

Offensive coordinator: Ramon 
Flanigan (4th year, 7th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: Kenny 
Evans (3rd year, 8th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 

Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2000 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 81 

2004 record: 7-5 (lost to 
Southern Miss in New Orleans 
Bowl); Sun Belt: 7-0/1st 

Website 
www.meangreensports.com 


Schedule 
Date Opponent OFFENSE 
Sept. 3 at LSU___ Pos, No. Name Ht WE Gh. 
Sept. 10 idle Tennessee =WR 3 Zach Muzzy 5-10 175 Jr. 
Sept. 17 = LT 72. doe! Foster* 6-4 268 Jr. 
Sept. 24 at Kansas State LG 64 Jason May 6-4 295 Sr. 
Oct ey C67 Chad Rose 6-3 285 So. 
7 RG 68 Dylan Lineberry* 6-3. 310 
RT 60 Jeremy Brown 6-5 299 So, 
TE 99 Robert Harmon 6-4 265 
WR 81 Johnny Quinn” 6-0 199 Jr. 
QB 5 Jovy Byerly 6-4 254 So. 
RB 20° Jamario Thomas* 5-11 195 So. 
FB 37 James Mitchell 5-9 192 Jr, 
*usaday K 29 Nick Bazaldua* = 5-10 171 dr, 
DEFENSE H 
2004 Results Pos. No, Name HL WR oh: 
. E 90 Jeremiah Chapman 6-4 245 So, : 
T 52 Chris Miller 6-4 270 Sr 
at Colorado. ‘ T 56 Sky Pritt 6-2 295 Jr 
at Baylor . 137-14 & — 98 Eli Hutchinson 6-4 240 Sr 
Middle Tennessee W, 30:21 OLB 4 — Brandon Monrae* 6-2 220 So, 
at Utah State... W, 31-23 {LB 51 Derek Mendoza* 6-1 248 So. © 
New Mexico State......W,36-26 OLB 46 Shawn Early 6-0 215 Sr. 
La-Monroe. W, 45:30 CB 8 — TJ. Covington* 6-2 190 Jr. 
at La.-Lafayette, W, 27-17 SS 45 Cliff Higgs G-1 222 So, 
Idaho... W,51-29 FS 24 Roderick Cotton 5-10 202 dr, 
at Arkansas State CB 34 JaMel Branch = 5-7 1 Sr. 
‘Southern Miss*.. P 29 Nick Bazaldua* = S10 1dr. 


“New Orleans Bowl 
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tion, Jeremiah Chapman, who had two sacks 
in his only freshman start, looks to be the best 
player on the line. Comerback TJ. Covington 
has speed and is the leader in the secondary, 
SPECIAL TEAMS Cobbs protects on 
punts and is on the punt-coverage unit. Quinn, 
a first-team all-purpose performer, uses sprint: 
er's speed on punt and kickoff returns, Nick 
Bazaldua, the league's top kicker last season, 
returns and might end up as the punter. 
BOTTOM LINE North Texas is vulnerable, 
It hasn't had a quarterback crisis lke this since 
2002, when Andrew Smith was pressed into 
action and led the team to its only bow! win 
since 1946, Smith, expected to start this sea 
son, was killed last August in a car accident. 
Now Byerly must step up, but the talent around 
him should help. North Texas will move the ball 
and score enough to stay atop the standings, 
although its league win streak might end. 


*Returning starter 


Blue Raiders data 
Stadium: Floyd (artificial, 30,788) 
Site: Murfreesboro, Tenn, 
Coach: Andy McCollum (30-38, 
6 years) 
Offensive coordinators; 
Blake Anderson (3rd year, 
4th at school); Darin Hinshaw 
(3rd year, 5th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mark Criner (Ist year, 2nd at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won; 2001 (tie) 
Last bow! appearance: 1964 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 114 
2004 record: 5-6; Sun Belt: 
4-4/5th 
Website: GoBlueRaiders.com 


Schedule 


__at Alabama 


Akron 
at Vander ae 
at Florida Atlantic 


Nov.5 Arkansas State 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 at N.C. State 


Nov. 26/28/29 at Troy* 
“Saturday, Monday or Tuesday 


2004 Results 
at Akron. 
Florida Atlantic . 
at LarLafayette . 
at North Texas. 
Arkansas State 


Utah State. 

at New Mexico State 
La-Monroe, 
at Troy 


continuity can tighten the secondary, The team 
nieeds better production at linebacker, a position 
that produced only four sacks from its three 
starters last year. Linebacker Marcel Horne led 
the team with 66 tackles, End Erik Walden 
had a teanvtigh six sacks as a freshman. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Colby Smith handled 
booth kicking jobs last season, hitting 18 of 17 
fiald-goal ries and averaging 39.9 yards on 55 
punts. The Blue Raiders led the conference in 
kickoff coverage, thanks the big leg of kickoff 
specialist Paul Wheeler (12 touchbacks), Their 
net punting, though, was only seventh-best. 


BOTTOM LINE The Blue Raiders are in a 
position to unseat North Texas, There are few 
issues on offense, but the defense is a major 
concern, That unit wll be tested in Week 2 
against the Mean Green, and stopping the run 
willbe the key. Win that game, and the Blue 
Raiders might never look back. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL We Ch. 
WR 4 Pierre Ingram 6-4 212 dr 
LT 60 Willie Hall* 6-6 302 df. 
LG 79 Brandon Nix 6-4 285 So. 
C 57 Marcus Gates 6-2 275 dr. 
RG 75 Brian Smith 6-5 320. Sr. 
AT 73. Germayle Franklin® 6-4 312d. 
TE 85 Stephen Chicola* 6-5 235 So, 
WR 3 Chris Henry* 58 170 Sr. 
WAR 15 Cleannord Sainti* 5-11 185 Sr. 
QB 17 Clint Marks* 62 187 dr. 
RB 20° Eugene Gross* 5-9 212d. 
K 46 Colby Smith* 5-9 182. Jr. 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL WE Cl 
E 43 Erik Walden 6-2 230 So, 
T 92 deff Littlejohn 6-2 318 Sr. 
T G1 Quinton Staton” 6-2 282 Sr. 
E 56 Antoine Owens —G-1_ 242 So, 
WLB 41° Marcel Horne 61 218 Jr. 
MLB 19 Tavares Jones 6-3 225 So. 
SLB 40 Dennis Burke* 61 236 Sr. 
CB 24 Bradley Robinson* 5-10 171 So. 
LS 30 Jeremiah Weaver* 5-11 180 Sr. 
RS 8 Jonathan Harris* 6-10 201 dr. 
CB 25 Roy Polite 64 190 So, 
P46 Colby Smith * 5-9 182 dr 


*Retumning starter 


3. Tr 


OFFENSE Only two starters return to the league's worst offense. All-time leading 
rusher DeWhitt Betterson is gone, opening the door for sophomore Kenny Cattouse or 
senior Joe! Whinghter, who looked strong in the spring. But Troy's biggest concer is at 
‘quarterback. Sophomore D.T. McDowell finished last season atop the depth chart and 


started in the Silicon Valley Bow, but junior Carl Meadows had the edge heading into the = 


season. Meadows served as a backup in 2004 after transferring rom East Tennessee 
State. Wideout James Earl Cray is the Trojans’ top returing receiver with 20 catches, and 
the line returns only one starter, left guard Zarah Yisrael. 


In fact, new co-coordinators Ricky Logo and Jeremy Rowell will have enough playmakers to 
challenge the dominance of Vic Koenning's 2004 defense. Koenning lft for Clemson, and 
his front four departed as wel including conference defensive player of the year Demarcus 
Ware. But three of the four lcely line starters~David Tramble, Torre Lankford and Larry 


SUN BELT 


4. Louisiana-Lafayette 


OFFENSE Quarterback Jery Babb is one of seven returning starters for an offense 
that averaged a league-best 380.5 yards last season, Babb's favorite target, Bill Sampy 
(67 catches, 776 yards, 6 touchdowns), also will return if he completes his graduation by 
the end of the summer. Gone, however, are receivers who combined for 78 catches and 
998 yards. Babb, a junior, led the Ragin’ Cajuns in passing (2,345) and rushing (498) 
yards in a 4-7 season. But he needs more help from Chester Johnson and a so-so cast of 
runners. There's plenty of beef on a line that features left tackle Brandon Cor, but depth is 


£ a.concern. This unit will be productive if it gets more from its running backs. 
DEFENSE The Sun Bets stingiest unit faces a makeover, but the cupboard is not bare. = 


DEFENSE Five of the front seven retun-seven overall-for a unit that ranked 11th 


! nationally agains the pass. But the top three tacKlers are among the key losses. Anthony 


Hils and Eugene Kwarteng will bookend a line that also retums tackle Justin Taylor, who was 
awarded a medical hardship. Linebacker Tyler Norman will be expected to build on his 49 
tackles and team-high six tackles for loss, The secondary slips from sald to @ major concer. 


Trojans data 
‘Stadium: Movie Gallery (artificial, 
30,000) 
Site: Troy, Ala. 
Coach: Larry Blakeney (115-53-1, 
44 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Mark Fleetwood (3rd year, 
Sth at school) 
Defensive coordinators: 
Ricky Logo (1st year, 4th at 
school); Jeremy Rowell 
(Ist year, Sth at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple-1 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2000 
(Southland) 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2003 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 87 
2004 record: 7-5 (lost to Northern 
Illinois in Silicon Valley Classic); 


Sun Belt: 5-2/2nd 

Website: www.troytrojans.com 
Schedule 

Date Oppone’ 

Sept.3. Cal Poly 

Sept. 10 UAB 

Sept. 17 at Missou = 
Sept. 24 at South Carolina 
Oct. 4 at North Texas* 

Oct. 15 atLa-Monroe 
Oct. 22 Florida International 


Nov. 12 at Arkansas State 
N idle Tennessee * 

“Tuesday “Saturday, Monday or 
Tuesday 


2004 Results 
at Marshall 
Missouri 
at New Mexico State. 
at South Carolin 
Utah State. 


at La-Lafayete . 
Middle Tennessee - 
Northern Illinois* 
*Silicon Valley Classic 


Brown-made significant contributions last sea = 
son, and redshirt freshman Kenny Mainor will be = 


‘an impact player. The top four tacklers also 
retum, and linebackers Bernard Davis and 
Leveme Johnson could be used more in the 
pass rush. Comerback Johnny Faulk and safety 
Sherrod Martin also make plays. 


SPECIAL TEAMS With punter Thomas 


Olmsted and kicker Greg Whibts returning, 
the Trojans figure to have the Sun Belt’s best 
special teams. Olmsted was second in the 
conference in punting average, Whibbs made 
12 of 14 field-goal tries and Leadis McKelvin 


retuned two punts for touchdowns. 
BOTTOM LINE The Trojans should domi- 
nate again on defense, With sound special teams 
and a good recruiting haul, look fr them to con- 
tend for a league title # they find a way to move 
the ball. Also look for an October 1 game at 
North Texas to decide the Sun Belt ttle. 
OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HE WE cl 
WR 17 Gary Banks 61 200 Fr. = 
1 73 Rob Austin 65 256 Jr. 
U6 76 ZarahYisracl* 6-3 328 Sr. 
© 72° James Gardner «6-3-3 Jr. 
RG 71 Kirbie Bodiford © 6-4 285 Jr. 
AT 73 James Edwards © 6-5 304 Sr. 
TE 89 Josh Pruitt 63 235. dr 
WR 81 James Eari Cray" 5-10 174 Jr. 
QB 15 CarlMeadows = 6-2 187 Jr. 
RB 21 Joel Whinghter 6-0 207 Sr. 
FB 33 Sean Dawkins” 5-10 225 So. 
K 40° Greg Whibbs" 5-10 165. So. = 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HE WE Cl 
E 54 Lamy Brown 63 233 Sr. 
T 91 Torre Lankford 61 273 Sr. 
T 90 David Tremble © 3. 280 Sr. 
E 51° Kenny Mainor = 6-4 220 Fr. 
WLB 27 Berard Davis" «6-0 221 Sr. 
MLB 30 Levene Johnson 6-0 235 Sr. 
SLB 26 Marcus Richardson 6-1 200 So. 
CB 3 = Adrian Ghent* 540 176 Sr. 
SS 28 Brannon Condren 6-1 204 dr. : 
FS 13° Sherrod Marin © 6-1 178 So. 
CB 8 Johnny Faulk” = 5-10 168. Sr. = 
P 20 Thomas Oimsted* 6-4 206 Sr. 


Returning starter 


Ragin’ Cajuns data 
‘Stadium: Cajun Field (grass, 
31,000) 
Site: Lafayette, La. 
Coach: Rickey Bustle (11-24, 
3 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Rob Christophel (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: Brent Pry 
(4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won: 1994 (Big 
West) 
Last bowl appearance: 1970 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 115 
2004 record: 4-7; 
‘Sun Belt: 2-5/T7th 
Website: www.ragincajuns.com 


Schedule 


Sept. 10 _at Eastern Michigan _ 
Sept. 17 Northwestern State 
Oct. 1 Central Florida 

Oct 8 Florida Atlantic 

Oct. 15 at Arkansas State 


Oct. 22 at Middle Tennessee 
Oct 29 Troy 
Nov. 5 at North Texas 


Nov. 12 Florida International 


at Louisiana Tech . 
at Kansas State 


Cornerback Michael Adams and Teryl Fenton 
return, but Fenton might be asked to fin at 
safety. Lamar Morgan, who sat out last year 
with a knee injury, and Johnny Felders are the 
only players with experience at that position. 
SPECIAL TEAMS The punting game 
needs a boost, and the team's kickoff coverage 
was the worst in the league. But the Cajuns have 
blocked 16 kicks in three seasons, Punter David 
‘Schexnayder willbe pushed by Brit Framel. Sean 
CComriskey, whois closing in on several school 
records, again will handle kicking duties. 
BOTTOM LINE Last season started 3-2 
but ended with losses in five of the final six 
games. Coach Rickey Bustle is 11-24 in three 
seasons, but his teams have shown slight 
improvement in each. This is the big one, IF 
Babb can reduce his interceptions (13), and 
the Ragin’ Cajuns can win a few road games, 
they will contend forthe league championship. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht WE Cl 
WR 80 Bill Sampy* 61 15 Sr. 
IT 72 Brandon Cox™ 6-7 295 Jr. 
16 56 Will Chance 6-3 295 So, 
& 62 Greg Hodges* 8-2 290 Sr, 
RG 75 Justin Emest* 6-4 280 Sr. 
RT 67 Jesse Newman* 6-4 312 So, 
TE 88 Erik Jones 6-4 235 Fr. 
WR 84 Jordan Jackson 6-6 200 So. 
QB 15 Jerry Babb* 63 215 Jr. 
RB 25 Chester Johnson” 5-10 198 Sr. 
FB 24 Dwight Lindon = 5-9 210 Sr, 
K 37 Sean Comiskey” 5-9 168 Sr. 

DEFENSE 
- No. Name HL Wt Cl 


40 Eugene Kwarteng 6-4 240 Sr. 
65 Marshall Delesdemier* 6-1 275 Jr. 
87 Travis Ferguson 6-2 295. So. 
91 Anthony Hills* 6-4 240 Jr. 
31 Tyler Norman 6-2 220 Sr. 
4 Mark Risher 6-2 215 So. 
Tre Green” 6-0 215 Jr. 
27 Jemarcus Smith 5-10 175 So. 
8 Lamar Morgan 6-2 200 So. 

30 Julian Harris 641 195 Sr. 

2 Michael Adams* 5-8 170 Jr. 

1 Brit Framel 64 185 Jr. 
*Retuming starter 


"SRRSEEE" IMs 


UN BELT 


5. Louisiana-Monroe 


OFFENSE Steven Jyles is Mr. Excitement. The talented senior has totaled 7563 
yards in three seasons as a starting quarterback, and he does his damage with both his 
arm and legs. Jyles threw for 2,322 yards, rushed for 587 more and accounted for 20 
touchdowns (12 passing) last year as the Indians improved from 1-11 to 5-6. Drouzon 
Quillen, a 6-6 junior, retums after averaging 1722 yards on 44 receptions and catching 
seven TD passes. The Indans’ wide-open attack could use another big-play receiver, and 
Joey Trappey, Joe Merritt and RoShon Jacobs auditioned for that role with good spring 
performances. A line that started three freshmen and loses two starters should give Jyles 
‘more time to throw and open better holes for the running game. 

DEFENSE Eight starters return, but the Indians will be hard-pressed to repeat a 
strong 2004 showing. End Brandon Guillory is the headliner of the line, and he's a good 
‘one, The former wide receiver had 18 tackles for loss and 514 sacks last year. Linebacker 
Jason Schule was fourth in tackles with 60. The secondary is led by sophomore comer- 


Indians data 

Stadium: Malone (grass, 30,427) 
Site: Monroe, La. 

Coach: Charlie Weatherbie (6-17, 

2 years; 51-81overall, 12 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Todd Berry 

(2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Kim Dameron (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1992 

(Southland) 

Last bowl appearance: None 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 113 
2004 record: 5-6; 

Sun Belt: 4-3/T3rd 


Website: www.ulmathletics.com 


Schedule 
Opponent 


Sept. 1 Northwestern State* 


“Thursday. **at Little Rook, Ark 


2004 Results 
at Auburn. 
at Arkansas . 
Arkansas State 
at Wyoming. 
at Idaho . 
Florida International. 
at Florida Atlantic. 
at North Teas. 
Utah State... 
al Middle Tennessee... L. 37-24 
La-Lafayette .... 


172 


back Chazman Willams and senior safety 
Shelton Wiliams. 

SPECIAL TEAMS One of the nation’s 
top punters, and perhaps the Sun Belt’ best 
pro prospect, is Joe! Stelly, who averaged 
45.1 yards per punt with a long of 78. He also 
dropped 22 punts inside opponents’ 20-yard 
line. Stelly also handles kickoffs. Ragan 
Waiters and Cole Wilson will continue to 
share kicking duties. They combined for 10 
field goals on 17 tries last year. 

BOTTOM LINE The Indians will score 
points in bunches, but ther inexperienced 
defense could surrender just as many. Coach 
Charlie Weatherbie's team will play three of its 
frst four games on the road, including a form- 
dable September 17 test at Georgia. The 
Indians will have to show they can win away 
from home if they want to contend for the Sun 
Balt ttle. 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt CL 
WR 9 Joe Merritt* 60 172 Sr. 
LT 78 Kyle Cunningham = 6-4 260 Fr. 
LG 62 Brent Gregston” 6-2 280 So. 
C 55 Patrick Avinger=” 6-2 264 So. 
RG 79° Adam Hill 61 299 So 
RT 77 Joseph Joseph «6-3 280 So. 
TE 1 Joey Trappey* = G1 224 Sr. 
WR 18 Drouzon Quillen” 6-6 215 Jr. 
QB 15 Steven Jyles* 64 191 Sr. 
RB 33° Mason Denham" 5-9 192 Sr. 
FB 37 Leo Colquitt 5-8 200 So 
K 81 Ragan Walters" «5-9 119 So. 
DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL Wt Cl. 
E 99 Alnecco Shine" 2 265 Sr. 
T 89. Marbrae Wilson” 6-2 242 Sr. 
T 83° Dilandos Johnson* 6-3 288 Sr. 
E 42 Brandon Guillry* 6-4 240 Sr. 
LB 44 Harry Bradley 61 209 Jr. 
LB 32 Jason Schule" 6-0 213. Sr. 
S 1 Chris Freeman™ = 5-10 175 Jr. 
CB 24 Chazman Wiliams" 6-0 180 So. 
S 23 Shelton Williams" 6-3 202 Sr. 
S 14 Kevin Payne 61 212 Jr. 
CB 38 Eddie Webb 60 173 So 
P13 Joe! Stelly* SM 187 Sr, 


“*Returning starter 


6. Arkansas State 


OFFENSE Quarterback Nick Noce passed for 2,115 yards and 13 touchdowns last 
season, but he also completed a league-low 52.1 percent of his passes and threw a 
league-high 16 interceptions. His senior season begins with two tough Big 12 tests, 
against Missouri at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, and two weeks later at Oahoma 
State. The Indians, who retum one starter toa line that allowed only 20 sacks last season, 
could taking a beating in those games. And running back Antonio Warren, who finished 
2004 with 1,036 rushing yards, could have trouble finding holes early. Wide receivers 
Gary Vincent and Levi Dejohnette were impressive during spring dil. 


DEFENSE Strong safety Tyrell Johnson, a freshman AllAmerican last season, eads a 
unit that retums six starters. Freshmen started in three ofthe five secondary spots, so look for 
a porous pass defense to improve markedly. Tackle Myron Anderson isthe lone senior on the 
front. Anderson teamed with Jamartow James on an interior that totaled 14 tackles for loss 
and fve sacks. The Indians suffered a big low in the spring when inebacker Josh Wiliams, a 
freshman AlAmerican and the team's leading 
tackler last year wth 110, was dismissed for 
disciplinary reasons by coach Steve Roberts. 
SPECIAL TEAMS The Indians led the 
league in net punting and finishing second in 


Indians data 

Stadium: Indian (grass, 30,694) 
Site: Jonesboro, Ark. 

Coach: Steve Roberts (14-22, 


3 years) kickoff coverage last year. Punter Jarod Little 
Offensive coordinator: Doug Ruse ranked fourth with a 41.5-yard average, and he 

(4th year) dropped 15 kicks inside the 20. Darren Toney 
Defensive coordinators: is a dangerous kickoff return man who ran one 


Kevin Corless (4th year), 
Jack Curtis (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: 1970 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 107 


back for a TD. Eric Neihouse was 11-0f-16 on 
field-goal tres. 

BOTTOM LINE The Indians showed 
their youth with a league-worst minus-9 
tumover margin and finished 3-8, the worst 
mark in Roberts’ three seasons. But the 
Indians did show potential when they upset 


2004 record: 3-8; Troy, and a year of seasoning should provide 
Sun Belt: 3-4/6th defensive improvement. Arkansas State, how= 
Website: ASUIndians.com ‘ever, is no better than the fourth: or fith-best 
Sun Belt team, 
Schedule 
OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 82 LeviDejohnette 6-0 175 So. 
IT 63° Matt Mandich = 6-3. -285 Fr. 
US 61 Lance Martin 63 285. Sr. 
© 69 Tanner Jenkins" 6-1 300. dr 
RG 76 Kyle Koets 64 310 So. 
RT 77 Cody Brown 65 310 Sr. 
TE 81 Manuel Burton 6-4 230 Sr. 
WR 3 Gary Vincent 58 170 Jr. 
Nov. 26 __at North Texas_ ggg ick Noce* 63 210 Sr. 
pat Kase Cy RB 42 Antonio Warren* 5-1 205. Sr. 
FB 47 Oren OWNeal” 6-0 240 Sr. 
2004 Results K 88 Eric Neihouse 5-0 185 Sr. 
at Missouri 15220 
S DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL WE ch 
E 94 Brandon Rolins 6-5 260 dr 
T 43. Jamarraw James* 6-2 275 
T 98 Myron Anderson 6-5 280 Sr. 
E 96 Quinton Thomas 64 270 Jr. 
WLB 45 Elias Elis 510 210 Sr. 
MLB 25 Jason Duncan 5-10 210 Sr. 
SLB 53 Brian Flagg” 62 25 So. 
CB 20 Montis Harrison 5-11 180 So. 
SS 16 Tyrell Johnson* 6-1 195 So. 
FS 21 Khayyam Burns* 6-0 190 So. 
CB 80 James Johnson 5-8 185 Sr. 
P36 Jarod Little” 61 195 Jr 


Returning starter 


7, Florida International 


OFFENSE The Golden Panthers enter their frst Division FA season with most of their 
slarters returning, Josh Padrick is back at quarterback after throwing for 2,269 yards and 
12. touchdowns, and he showed improvement inthe spring. The three leading receivers 
also return, Wideouts Cory McKinney and Chandler Willams and tight end Samuel Smith 
combined for 146 catches and 10 TDs. Five starters return on the line, though center 
Victor Cerius missed spring dls with a sprained elbow. FIU probably will use Adam 
Gorman, Julian Reams or Marcus Jones to replace 1,133-yard rusher Rashod Smith. 


DEFENSE Seven starters return, including four ofthe top five tackers from 2004. The 
leading tackler, safety John Haran, sufered a neck injury late last season and was forced 
to forego his senior campaign. But al three linebackers return, and coach Don Strock 
experimented in the spring by moving Lance Preston from the middle to the strong side and 
Gerrod Bodie from strong to weak. That opened the middle for Keyonvis Bouie and helped 
depth with former starter Alexander Bostic backing up Bodie. The team's top spring goal 


Was to improve the pass rush from the front 
Golden Panthers data 


8. Florida Atlantic 


OFFENSE Danny Embick, after serving the last two seasons as Jared Allen's backup, 
gets his chance as the starting quarterback. That chance comes as the Owis replace seven 
offensive regulars under a new coordinator, former UTEP head coach Gary Nord. Embick 
will be one of two returnees who had rushing yards last year~and the other, fullback Aaron 
‘Sanchez, doesn't figure to get many carries. B.J. Manley will get fist shot at tailback duties, 
but Charles Pierre also could win the job. The mobile Embick will do plenty of running as 
‘well and throw to the likes of tight end Dantson Dareus and wideout Thomas Parker. 
Center Nello Faulk is one of two returning starters on a rebuilding line. 
DEFENSE One starter returns on the line, one at linebacker and two in the secondary. 
That's a formula for a long season, although the Owls do have their share of playmakers. 
Middle linebacker Shomari Earls recorded 10’ tackles for loss, three sacks and an intercep- 
tion last season; comerback Wilie Hughley had a team-high six interceptions, and comer 
Lawrence Gordon was the third-eading tackler with 63. The Owls might have the lightest 
line in the country Jason Pugh (234) and Jason 


four, and Strock tested a secondary that 
Stadium: FIU (artificial, 17,000) includes veteran corners Matt Castillo and Nick 
Turmbull with more man-to-man coverages. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Adam Moss returns 
as the kicker a season after converting 13 of 
19 field-goal attempts. Interestingly, the senior 
was 9-0-9 from 40 yards or more-including a 
Jong of 52-but only 4-0f-10 from 20 to 39 
yards. Junior Chris Patulo was the only punter 
during spring diils, but he should be chal- 
lenged by freshman Dustin Rivest. 


BOTTOM LINE The Golden Panthers are 
experienced, but do they have Division FA tal 
ent? They were 37 last year against a schedule 
that included six HAA opponents. FIU went O-4 
against Sun Belt teams, 0-3 against teams that 
willbe in the league this year. The Panthers 
ccould pul an upset or two, but they more likely 


Site: Miami 
Coach: Don Strock (10-23, 
3 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Greg Briner (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: Bernard 
Clark (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: None 
2004 record: 3-7 
Website: www.fiusports.com 


Schedule 


Date 


Opponent 


Owls data Fleming (276) are likely to start at tackle, with 
Stadium: Lockhart (grass, 20,500) Josh Jenkins (210) and Josh Pinnick (215) at 
Site: Boca Raton, Fla. the ends, Earls will be flanked by Kinyumba 


Coach: Howard Schnellenberger 
(26-21, 4 years; 126-98-3 
overall, 20 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Gary Nord 
(1st year, 2nd at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Kirk Hoza 
(6th year) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 

4-3 

gue title won: None 

Last bow! appearance: None 

-3 


Mutakabbir and Cergile Sincere. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Mike Brown 
reluns after averaging 41.9 yards last year 
Daniel Kenard will take over the kicking duties 
for Mark Myers, who hit 20 of 28 feld-goal 
tries in 2004, 

BOTTOM LINE One season after having 
all 24 starting spots covered by retumees, the 
Owis return only nine starters. inexperience 
will be a problem in nonconference games 
against Kansas, Oklahoma State and 
Louisville. Embick has the talent to make the 


Sept.3___at Kansas State will be near the bottom of the standings. 
Sept. 10 at Texas Tech 
ont roo ——-PROJECTEDISTARTERS 
Oct.1 Florida A&M 

North Texas 


OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name HL WE ch 
WR 86 Cory McKinney* 63-217 Sr, 
= an UT 72 John Shanahan” 6-6 315. Sr, 
_atlacLafayette ig 50 Ed Wenger 6-1 268 Sr. 
Western Kentucky C 75 Victor Cemius* 6-4 317 Sr. 
ian Atlantic «RGGI Ronny Siva” 62 340 Jr. 
RT 76 Tim Dierks* 64 263 Sr, 
2004 Results TE 87 Samuel Smith 63-253 Jr. 
at Youngstown State, .W,22-16(OT) WR 1 Chandler Wiliams 6-0 163 Jr. 
LacLafayette .... 06 6 herraaie | 83 6 
i i RB 32 Julian Reams = 5-11 195. Fr. 
Se a S124 fa SM Aston Wisone G0 208 St 
K 14 Adam Moss* 6-1 199 Sr. 


McNeese State. 


DEFENSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
E 48 Myron Acoff* 63 250 So. 
T 64 Brandon Higdon = 6-2 303 Sr. 
Florida Attantic, T 95 Pedro Farias 61 3m Sr. 
E 55 Shaun Dudney* 6-1 244 Sr. 
WLB 5 Gerrod Bodie* 5 212 Sr. 
MLB 51 Keyonvis Bouie 60 27 Jr. 
SLB 43 Lance Preston* 6&1 232. Sr. 
CB 21 Nick Turnbull* 63 2n Sr. 
SS 23 Chris Williams G1 190 Fr. 
FS 24 Marshall McDuffie 6-2 201 So. 
CB 37 Matt Castillo" 6-1 185 Sr. 
® 15 Chris Patullo 61 7 Jr 
“Returning starter 


Website: fausports.com Owls better, but don't expect a repeat of a 
strong 2004 season in which they finished 9-3 

Schedule in their final campaign while on Division A 
probationary status, 

Sept. 3 at Kansas 

Sept. 8 Oklahoma State* 

Sept. 17 at Minnesota ‘PROJECTED/STARTERS 

Sept. 24 La-Monroe 

Oct.1 at Louisville een OFFENSE Sate 

Oct. 8 at La.-Lafayette Ms, Be. : Renee. 5 

7 Tito Poli 3 185 Jr. 

LS tr ie Jondoane 2 a8 Bo 

Oct. 22 _at Arkansas State LG 65 Brandon Jackson 6-3 245 So, 

Nov. 5 at Troy © 70 Nello Faulk* 6-6 264 Jr, 

Nov. 12 North Texas RG 73° Stetson Wilson 6-6 310d 

Nov. 26 at Florida Intemational Antes Perkins 6-4. 285. So, 


“Thursday at Dolphins Stadium, Miami BL Darian Rahetis | Fes SAE: 


WR 88 Thomas Parker 6-2. 188 Sr. 
QB 15 Danny Embick 6-1 210 Sr, 
RB 8 Bu. Manley 59 187 So, 
FB 35 Aaron Sanchez” —§-10 220 Sr. 
at North Texas. W.20-43 x 33 Daniel Kenard 6-1 195 So, 
at Middle Tennessee . & 
at Texas State .. DEFENSE 
at North Colorado . Pos. No. Name HL WL ch. 
La-Monroe E 97 Josh Pinnick” 65 215 So, 
at Florida A&M T 57 Jason Pugh 62 234 Sr. 
at Troy... T 98° Jason Fleming «6&2 276 So, 
New Mesico State, 357 € 81 Josh Jenkins §= 6-3 210 dr, 
Ilinois State. WLB 45. Cergile Sincere 6-0 205. So. 


Edward Waters . W.4915 MLB 59° Shomari Earls* 6-4 ea i 
fe . SLB 42 Kinyumba Mutakabbir 6-2 202 Sr. 
Frida ierational-r<WW1710° | ca” 79 mone Goon? 5 118 St 
SS 34 Christian Amaya 5-11 197 Sr. 
FS 9  Taheem Acevedo 6-1 195 Jr. 
CB 24 Willie Hughley* = 5-11 170 Sr. 
P28 Mike Brown* 62 210 Sr. 

“Returning starter 


Notre Dame 


SS ek 37 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY You won't 
hear Charlie Weis paying homage to 
the West Coast offense or insisting that 
his team run it a certain amount of 
times every game. He will look for bal- 
ance and try to put the Irish players in 
the best positions to thrive. Fans can 
expect the attack to be multiple and 
flexible. Weis is a master of exploiting 
mismatches and almost certainly will 
install a scheme 


Schedule that allows the 

piste do what 

Sept.3 at Pittsburgh ever it takes to 

Sept.10_matMichigan = Win 

Sept. 17 _ @ Michigan State SKILL 

Sept. 24 _at Washington POSITIONS 
‘Aat Purdue Quarterback 
usc Brady Quinn 


Oct.22 BYU =~ doesn't come 

Nov. 5 Tennessee back as a con- 

Nov. 12 Navy quering hero 

Nov. 19 Syracuse but as a promis- 

Nov. 26 at Star ing player who 
Toughest game @ Must win made an 

A Best chance to pull an upset improvement 


last season but 
still has a ways 


2004 Results 


at BYU, +.L,2017 to go. Quinn has 
Michigan 3s W, 28:20 size (6-4, 220) 

at Michigan State W,31-24 ond reasonably 
Wainer. W983 Seve fet But 
Stanford. Wog1s his armis nota 
Navy? ...- W279 rocket-launcher, 
Boston College 24-23 and he contin- 
at Tennessee . W,17-13 ued to struggle 


Pittsburgh .L,41-38 with his deci- 
USCS ayer -L.4140 — sion-making 
Oregon State"*.........L,38:21 against better 
*East Rutherford, NJ. defenses. He 


**insight Bowl should benefit 
from the arrival 
of quarterbacks 
coach David 
Cutcliffe. The backup situation is shaky 
at best. Running back Darius Walker 
has speed, but it's unlikely he will be 
breaking off 80-yard runs. His strength 
is in his quick feet. And he has shown 
durability. Tailback depth is iffy. 
Fullback Rashon Powers-Neal is a solid 
road-grader and short-yardage man. It 
will be interesting to see if Weis uses 
him more in the passing game. Three 
years ago, the Irish were crowing about 
Rhema McKnight and Maurice Stovall— 
big, fast targets who were expected to be 
playmakers. Oops. Instead of emerging, 


174 


The Irish need 
Abiamiri to be more 
than a situational 
pass rusher for the 
front seven to 
improve. 


An opposing coach S@YS | think charlie Weis will bring an air of 


toughness about him. I'm not saying they were lacking toughness under (Tyrone) Willingham, but 
it wasn’t what they were noted for. When you used to come out of those games, you were sore 
for a long time. Now, you aren't as sore. They used to be physical and really beat you up. They 
still are physical up front, but their secondary guys don’t knock you around like they used to. | 
think he'll change that just based on his demeanor. ... | think they'll be good offensively. | just 
think it’s an average defense, and that's never good when you're playing their schedule. 


the duo formed its own “in"-crowd— 
injured, ineffective and inconsistent. 
Matt Shelton and Jeff Samardzija could 
end up taking over. And freshman D.J. 
Hord is a promising prospect. Throw in 
tight end Anthony Fasano, and Quinn 
has many options. 


OFFENSIVE LINE The Irish are talking 
big about this unit, which returns five 
starters. Left tackle Ryan Harris has the 
most all-star potential. Harris is some- 
what undersized for the position, but 
what he lacks in lard he makes up for in 
quick feet and technique. On the right 
side is steady Mark LeVoir. The guard 
situation is solid, thanks to the return of 
starters Dan Stevenson and Bob 
Morton. Center John Sullivan must get 
better if the Irish are to protect Quinn 
and improve their running game. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The return 
of Rick Minter to South Bend (he was 
defensive coordinator under Lou Holtz 
in 1992-93) means the Irish are going to 
be more physical and create turnovers. 
Minter will run a 4-3 and will team with 
secondary coach Bill Lewis, a former 
head man at Georgia Tech and East 
Carolina, developing their nickel pack- 
ages. It’s a great team and one that 
should pay big dividends. 


FRONT SEVEN The front four is a major 
rebuilding priority. It's time for Victor 
Abiamiri to become more than just a sit- 
uational pass rusher and mature into a 
full-fledged starting end. Chris Frome 
and Travis Leitko will compete for the 
other end spot, with Frome having an 
edge. The nose guard spot likely will go 
to Derek Landri, Brian Beidatsch should 
handle the other tackle position, It will 
take a couple of recruiting cycles before 
the Irish can be deep enough to rotate 
through several interchangeable parts, 
as do the better teams in the country. 
Any injury to a starter would be crip- 
pling. Notre Dame needs outside line- 
backer Brandon Hoyte to emerge as a 
leader. Hoyte isn't tall (5-11), but he is a 
hard hitter. Opposite him could be 
Mitchell Thomas or swift Joe 
Brockington. The middle should belong 
to Corey Mays. As with the front four, 
this is not a deep area and cannot afford 
injuries. 

SECONDARY This will be a vulnerable 
area, one which does not have the luxu- 
ry of playing behind an experienced 
front seven. If Minter can't find a way to 
get pressure on the passer with just the 
front four, the Irish could be even more 
vulnerable to the pass. Safety Tom 
Zbikowski is small (5-11, 203), but he's 
a playmaker. The other backliner will 
be Freddie Parish, who has speed. 
Anthony Vernaglia figures to get play- 
ing time, too. The losses of cornerbacks 


Dwight Ellick and Preston Jackson 
aren't cripplers—the duo combined for 
just three interceptions and 13 passes 
broken up last year. Cornerback is a 
concern, Mike Richardson isn't exactly 
a blanket, Ambrose Wooden will fight 
for time with four players who never 
played last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS D.J. Fitzpatrick han- 
died both kicking jobs for the Irish last 
year and performed pretty well. The 
Irish will need to find a new man to 
bring back punts. McKnight was weak 
last year, so the job could fall to Chase 
Anastasio. 


COACHING STAFF As Weis goes about 
recruiting the right muscle for his 
mouth-bloodying approach, he also will 
try to fit players into the mix who 
belong, rather than just grabbing the 
most highly-decorated recruits. Expect 
he and his experienced staff (three for- 
mer college head coaches are on it) to 
be excellent teachers. But don’t mis- 
take their willingness to educate with 
an absence of urgency. Everyone on 
the staff has coached in the big time 
and understands the need to win 
immediately. There will be little toler- 
ance for those who don’t have the nec- 
essary commitment. 

BOTTOM LINE Notre Dame should win 
six games but could increase that num- 
ber if the defense performs. But don't 
expect miracles. There isn’t enough 
pixie dust, even for an accomplished 
magician like Weis. —Michael Bradley 
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Fighting Irish data 

Stadium: Notre Dame (grass, 80,795) 

Site: South Bend, Ind. 

Goach: Charlie Weis (1st year) 

Offensive coordinator: Mike Haywood (1st year) 

Defensive coordinator: Rick Minter (Ist year, 
3rd at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last time didn’t go to a bowl: 2003 

2004 TSN preseason rank: 49 

2004 record: 6-6 (lost to Oregon State in Insight 
Bowl) 

Website: www.und.com 


Returning leaders 


Darius Welker 1a 788 
Brady Quin 3831812586 710 
Receiving Reo. Vis. Avg. TD 
Rhema MoKnight a2 60 1453 
Anthony Fasano um 367 «1384 
Maurice Stovall n 313 Mg 1 

Matt Shelton 2 515 2586 
Jeff Samardzija ee 
Kioking XPM _XPA_FGM FGA _ PIs, 
J. Fitzpatrick 435 OG BT 
Tackles Sala Total TFL/VAs 

Brandon Hoyle 38 7% B/G 
Tom Zbikowski 37 70 (25/6 
Derek Landi 18 4 | 12 
Mike Richardson 25 33 0 


Sacks: Hoyte (3) 


Interceptions: Zbikowski, Richardson (1) 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
WR 5 RhemaMcKnight* 6-1 215 Sr. 
83 Jeff Samardzija 65 215 Jr 
T 6B Ryan Harris* 65 289 Jr. 
70 Chauncey Incamato 6-6 280 Fr. 
LG 76 Bob Morton* 64 300 Jr 
50 Dan Santucci 64 292 Jr. 
© = 78 John Sullivan* 63 295 So, 
76 Bob Morton 64 300 Jr. 
RG 74 Dan Stevenson* 65 293 Sr. 
71 James Bonelli 64 290 Jr. 
RT 73. Mark LeVoir* 67 310 Sr. 
67 John Kadous 67 310 Fr 
TE 88 Anthony Fasano* 64 256 Jr. 
87 Marcus Freeman 62 248 Jr. 
WR 21 Maurice Stovall* 65 227 Sr. 
82 Matt Shelton 60 15 Sr. 
B10 Brady Quinn* 64 220 Jr. 
13 David Wolke 64 205 Fr. 
RB 3 Darius Walker 5-11 200 So, 
26 Travis Thomas 60 212 So. 
FB 16 Rashon Powers-Neal" 6-2 243 Sr. 
35 Ashley McConnell «5-1-2438 ‘So, 
19 Dw. Fitzpatrick* 61 195 Sr. 
23 Chase Anastasio 61 202 So, 


Returning starter 


Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt Cl. 
E 75 Chris Frome 65 dn 
ST Travis Leith 66 215 dr. 
NT 68 Derek Landri* 62 218 Jr. 
98 Trevor Laws 6-0 285 So, 
T 90 Brian Beidatsch 62 295 Sr. 
83 Brandon Nicolas 65 215 Fr 
E 95 Vitor Abiamiri 64 269 Jr. 
89 Ronald Talley 64 25 Fr 
OLB 39 Brandon Hoyte* S231 Sr. 
52 Joe Brockington 61 225 So. 
MLB 46 Corey Mays G1 243 Sr. 
47 Mitchell Thomas 63 230 So. 
OLB 52 Joe Brockington G1 225 So. 
47 Mitchell Thomas: 6-3 230 So, 
CB 30 Mike Richardson 51 190 dr. 
34° Terrail Lambert 510 190 Fr. 
SS 9 Tom Zbikowski* 5 203 So. 
31 Jake Carney 60 192 Jr 
FS 2 Freddie Parish 60 202 dr. 


42 Anthony Vernaglia 64 220 Fr 


CB 22 Ambrose Wooden © 5-11. 186. Sa. 

37 Junior Jabbie St 190 Fr. 
P 19D. Fitzpatrick* 61 195 Sr. 
PR 23 Chase Anastasio 61 202 So. 
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Midshipmen data 
Stadium: Memorial (grass, 34,000) 
Site: Annapolis, Md. 
Coach: Paul Johnson (20-17, 
3 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Ken Niumatalolo (4th year, 
8th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Buddy Green (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last time didn’t go to bowl: 2002 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 69 
2004 record: 10-2 (beat New 

Mexico in Emerald Bowl) 
Website: www.navysports.com 


Schedule 


Date Opponent 


Sept.3 a Maryland* 

Sept. 10 Stanford 

Sept. 24 at Rice = 
Oct.1 at Duke 2 
Oct. 8 Air Force 

Oct. 15, Kent State 

Oct. 29 at Rutgers 

Nov. 5 Tulane 

Nov. 12 mat Notre Dame 
Nov. 19 Temple 

Dec. 3 _@ Army** 


*at Baltimore **at Philadelphia 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


2004 Results 

Duke. W, 27-12 
Northeastem W, 28-14 
at Tulsa. . W, 29-0 
Vanderbilt W, 29-26 
at Air Force W, 24-21 
Notre Dame L279 
Rice. W, 14-13 
Delaware W, 34-20 
at Tulane . L420 
Rutgers . W, 54:21 
Aimy . W, 42-13 
New Mexico’ W, 34-19 
“Emerald Bowl 
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UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Midshipmen have been tear- 
ing through opponents with coach Paul Johnson's spread option attack, 
which takes full advantage ofthe service academy's precision and 
quickness without relying too much on size. Johnson is a proven 
offensive wizard whose Midshipmen ground out 289.5 yards per game 
last season, the third-highest rushing total in the nation. Navy will not 
pass often, but it will hit occasional home runs by luling rival secondar- 
ies to sleep with the relentless ground assault. 


OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Things are changing fast in 
Annapolis. Leading rusher Kyle Eckel is gone, as is quarterback and trig 
ger man Aaron Polanco. Other key losses include slotbacks Eric Roberts 
and Frank Divis. Look for Lamar Owens, who backed up Polanco last 
season, to show off his quickness as the new quarterback. Owens is 
small and light (5-9, 185), but he's smart and a leader. New slotbacks 
Marco Nelson and Trey Hines also have eye-catching quickness and will 
benefit from Johnson's scheme. There could be trouble a fullback, where 
Matt Hall will be asked to replace Ecke's production (1,147 rushing 
yards) and relentless spirit, Hall has had a fumbling problem that must 
<isappear if he wants to hold off Adam Ballard, The line, too, was deplet- 
ed by graduation with only center James Rossi, quard Zach Gallon and 
tackle Marshall Green boasting starting experience. As usual, the linemen 
are undersized but quick, a good ft for the system. 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Navy calls its scheme “multiple” 
and that means the Mids will mx some 4-3 looks with their standard 3-4, 
The good news is that last season's defenders were relatively stingy, 
allowing a respectable 351.5 yards and 19.8 points per game. Since 
the Midshipmen aren't big, especially along the front line, they must rely 
(on quickness and relentless pursuit 


DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The secondary will be the strength 
of this unit. Jeremy McGown, a junior who is playing his fourth position 
since coming to Annapolis, has the speed to be a good comerback after 
playing rover last year. He will team with Hunter Reddick to help Navy cut 
back the .626 completion percentage it allowed, The key to the front line 
is nose tackle Larry Cylc, who needs to step up and help ends John 
Chan and Jeremy Chase, who made 11 tackles for loss last year. The 
linebacking corps features outside man David Mahoney, who topped the 
2004 team with five sacks. But there is litle experience inside, where 
‘promising junior Rob Caldwell and senior Jacob Biles step in for depart: 
ed starters Bobby McClarin and Lane Jackson, 


SPECIAL TEAMS Jason Tomlinson, a starter at wide receiver, also 
is a solid punt retumer. McGown and Hines are capable kick return 

men. Punter Eric Shuey needs to improve on last year’s 36.8yard aver- 
age, while kicker Ethan Gouge will get a stiff challenge from Joey Bullen. 
There is a chance a plebe could win the job in September. 


COACHING STAFF Johnson has put together a strong group that 
blends Navy veterans with dedicated newcomers. Offensive ine boss 
Ken Niumatalolo continues to work magic with his undersized crew, and 
defensive coordinator Buddy Green has presided over a dramatic 
improvement during his tenure, Johnson makes it all work with his offen- 
sive genius and ability to exploit opponents’ unfamiliarity with his attack. 


BOTTOM LINE No one predicted a 10-2 season for the Mids last 
year, and the loss of 16 starters should put prognosticators in a skepti- 
cal mood again. But don't look for the program to take a big plunge. The 
abundance of newcomers and a top-heavy schedule that could make 
Victories elusive in the first five games will keep the win total at a more 
reasonable level. Stil, Navy will score points, and the second half of the 
slate is manageable. Figure on six or seven wins and another postsea- 
son appearance. ~Michael Bradley 


Na 


tional rank (A 


OFFENSE 

Pos. No. Name Ht «Wt 

WR 83 Mick Yokitis 62 223 

88 Lloyd Regas 64 207 

LT 79 Matt Pritchett 62 267 

64 Marshall Green 6-1 268 

LG = 60 Zach Gallion 6-2 300 

70 Dan Wendolowski 6-1 267 

© 69 James Rossi* 61 268 

56 Cole Smith 6-0 257 

RG 63. Antron Harper 5 289 

58 Jesse Scheff 62 290 

RT 57 Joe Person 64 260 

64 Marshall Green 6-1 268 

WR 87 Jason Tomiinson* 61 193 

10 Kyle Kimbro 62 193 

SB 29 Marco Nelson 57 118 

44 Jonathan Peoples =» 5-9 191 

QB 2 Lamar Owens 59 185 

Brian Hampton 5-1 203 

SB 21 Trey Hines 59 200 

7 Reggie Campbell 56 164 

FB 36 Matt Hall 59 216 

22 Adam Ballard 61 240 

K 18 Joey Bullen 510 178 

DEFENSE 

Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. 

E 49. Jeremy Chase* 62 270 

96 Andrew Tattersall 6-4 249 

NG 98 Lary Cylc 62 265 

97 David Wright 63 261 

E 95 John Chan 61 246 

43. Tye Adams 63 228 

OLB 40 David Mahoney* 59 26 

1 Jason Monts 60 207 

MLB 57 — Rob Caldwell 60 222 

50 Joe Cyle 51 229 

MLB 52 Jacob Biles Sn 224 

38 Keith Lisante 62 228 

OLB 45 Tyler Tidwell 62 26 

31 Irv Spencer 60 230 

CB 8 Jeremy McGown = 5-11 184 

16 Dorian Smith 58 117 

SS 4 — Keenan Little 62 194 

24 Greg Sudderth 62 200 

FS = 25 DuJuan Price S217 

41 Cory Colistra 510187 

13 Hunter Reddick* 62 192 

14 Greg Thrasher 58 170 

P 85. Efic Shuey* 510 182 
*Returing starter 
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Temple 


OFFENSE Zac Dahman held onto the quarterback job in spring dils, but he didn't: OFFENSE Mike McGann is back at quarterback, and the Owls swear this is a good 
make a resounding statement. Stl, hell enter the fall as the trigger man for a balanced thing. McGann threw 2 interceptions in 2002, his last season as a full-time starter, and 
Army attack that relies heavily on running back Carlion Jones, whose breakout 2004 sea- has a career completion percentage of just 49.4. The 6-6 fifth-year senior was the only 
son included 1,269 yards and 17 touchdowns. Jones could struggle to duplicate those real quarterback in spring camp, so the job of replacing talented Welter Washington 
numbers behind a line that returns one starter, Pete Bier, who will move from guard to appears to be his. McGann will work with new receiverslook for Brian Allbrooks and 
center. But coach Bobby Ross was happy with the unit's play in the spring. Jacob Murphy : Jamel Harris to step up~and an experienced line that returns four starters, including rel 
is the top returning receiver, but sophomore Jeremy Trimble is a home run threat to watch. able tackle John Gross. Tim Brown and Umar Ferguson are capable running backs. 
DEFENSE Army is going to a 4-3 scheme after getting shredded in the 4-4-3 last. © | DEFENSE Coordinator Raymond Monica is an underrated gem, but he has holes to 
year. The goal is to avoid big plays, although the litle ones also kill the Cadets. An + il At least the front four will be tough, thanks to talented nose tackle Antwon Burton, 
improved front, led by big:play end Brandon Thompson, should help. The secondary locks who missed last season with a broken foot, and end Mike Mendenhall. The Owls are excit 
solid with converted free safety Dhyan Tarver and Ray Stith manning the comers and 6-2, : ed about tackle Doug Morris, a junior college transfer who signed with Auburn out of high 


233-pound Caleb Campbell at strong safety Linebacker will be a problem. All three = school. The secondary is experienced but needs to be more aggressive. Ray Lamb is solid 
starters are gone, including leading tackler Greg Washington. New middle linebacker at one corner, and free safety Durrel Davis made 77 tackles last year, despite fighting 
Cason Shrode could be a good one. } injuries most of the season, Linebacker is a 
Black Knights data SPECIAL TEAMS The kicking game is: Owls data trouble spot, thanks to the loss of three-year 
‘Stadium: Michie (artificial, 40,000) wide open, with five hopefuls vying for the job. | Stadium: Lincoln Financial Field starters Rian Wallace and Troy Bennett, 
Site: West Point, N.Y. The leading candidates are Austin Miller and: (Grass, 68,532) SPECIAL TEAMS There is experience 
Coach: Bobby Ross (2-9, 1 year; Justin Koenig, neither of whom inspires confi : Site: Philadelphia here, but kicker Ryan Lux made just 9 of 17 
96-85-2 overall, 16 years) dence. Owen Tolson is the punter, but that Coach: Bobby Wallace (19-60, field-goal tries, and neither Mike McLaughlin 
Offensive coordinator: Kevin Ross could change if senior Tom Dyrenforth gets 7 years) ‘nor Jake Hendy remind anyone of Ray Guy. 
(2nd year) stronger over the summer. At least Scott Offensive coordinator: Willie Slater © Speedy Travis Shelton showed potential as a 
Defensive coordinator: Wesley is back to return kicks. He averaged = (1st year, 2nd at school) return man, 
John Mumford (2nd year, 28.1 yards on kickolf returns last year. Defensive coordinator: BOTTOM LINE With the Big Eastin 
6th at schoo!) / BOTTOM LINE Ross has brought higher Raymond Monica (8th year) Temple's rearview miror, the Owls move ahead 
Offensive scheme: Multiple expectations and more discipline to West with a brutal schedule that includes Arizona 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 Point, but the Black Knights badly need some : Defensive scheme: 4-2-5 State, Maryland, Miami, Clemson and Virginia~ 
Last league title won: None playmakers. The offense will be satisfactory, Last league title won: Middle and the hope of finding a home in the Mid- 
Last bowl appearance: 1996 particularly if Dahman can throw downfield Atlantic (1967) ‘American Conference by next season. f McGann 
2004 TSN preseason rank: 104 more effectively. The switch to the 4-3, with Last bow! appearance: 1979 is reliable, the offense will score; but the defense 
2004 record: 2-9; plenty of zone, should reduce big plays. Anda : 2004 TSN preseason rank: 106 ‘must tighten up. The last year of coach Bobby 
C-USA; 2-6/T10th lighter schedule and return to Independent 2004 record: 2-9; ‘Wallace's contract will be a tough one, with two 
Website: www.goarmysports.com status will help. Four wins are likely in a sea- Big East: 1-5/T6th wins likely and four a cause for raucous 
son of transition. -Michael Bradley Website: www.owlsports.com celebration, ~Michael Bradley 
Schedule 
ate Opponent Schedule 
Sept. 10 at Boston College 
Sept. 1___at Arizona State* 
= OFFENSE Seti TA OFFENSE 
“Connecticut. ~——~=«* S.«No. Name Ht We CL" Sent 17 Toledo Pos. No. Name Ht WE oh. 
Se higanSSCO#WR: «7 Jacob Murphy* 6-2 208 Sr. 7 WR 3 Mike Holl 5-10 180 Sr, 
Gentraliichigan = ir 61 Nathan taker 06 204, | Sept 2 Wester Michigan _ iy 73 Jon Gre 68-205 8: 
at TCU —— 16 70 Matt Wesiner 62 280 Jr, Oct atBowling Green ig 3 SamMcNaulty* 6-3 320 Jr. 
_at Akron _ C 67 Pete Bier* 6-4 262 Sr > Oct.8 Maryland C 59 Alex Derenthal 6-4 280 Fr. 
RG 62 Miles Murray 6-2 280 Jr. Oct. 15 Miami RG 66 Stephen Bell" 64 310 Sr. 
RT 72 Jonathan Connon 6-6 287 Jr? Qct.22 at Clemson AT 70 Eliot Seifert* 67 300 Jr 
TE 88 Jared Ulekowski* 6-3 244 Sr. Oct. 29. Miami (Ohio) Leyon Azubuike 6-3 235 Fr. 
WR 15 Jeremy Trimble 6-0 212 So. Brian Allbrooks* 5-1! 180 Sr. 
a —————————— QB 7 Zac Dahman* 60 79 Sr. Jamel Harris 6-1 185 Jr. 
t Philadelphia RB 30 Carlton Jones* 5-9 197 Sr. ‘Mike McGann 6-6 225 Sr. 
FB 40 Jacob Miraldi 5-1 230 Jr. Tim Brown* 5-8 185 Sr. 
Pa enn ee K 48° Austin Miller 62 207 Jr. Ryan Lux* 6-3 200 Sr. 
ouisvile 1,52: 
at Houston 195-21 DEFENSE DEFENSE 


at Connectic 1,403 Pos. No. Name HE WE oh Ht Wt Gl 
TCU. L,21-47 E86 Brandon Thompson 6-3 244 So. : 63 250 Sr. 
Caurndth W48-29 T 90 Doug Meyer 65 263° Sr, | Antwon Burton 6-3. 315. Sr. 
‘at South Florida W.42-05  T 69._ Seth Lots* 63 23 Sr. : ‘Adam Fichter” 6-4 300 Sr, 
at East Carolina Lge.2g E94 Cameron Geigy" «6-3. 287 Rodney Wormley* 6-3 240 Sr 
Kir Force . Laio2 WEB 55 Barrett Scruggs 6-0 209. : Manuel Tapia 63 235 Sr. 
a Tdate (agai MIB 54 Cason Shrode 6-2 248 Jr Ryan Gore 60 225 Jr. 
; SLB 22 Luke Pell 60 212 Jr: Justin Johnson 6-1 205 Sr, 
Heh CB 29° Ray Stith 59 16 Sr. : Andrew Tumer* 6-0 185 Sr. 
Nay SS 33 Caleb Campbell 6-2 233 So, : Bobby Fulmore 6-0 200 Sr. 
FS 4 Randy Chasten = 6-2 205 Jt. Durrel Davis* == S11 185 Jr, 
CB 20° Dhyan Taner” = 5-185 Sx. Ray Lamb* 5-10 185 Sr, 
P 47 Tom Dyrenforth” 5-10 188 Sr. Jake Hendy* 65 225 Sr, 

*Retuming starter i “Returning starter 
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RECRUITING @ 


The top five prospects for 2006 


Marcus Ball, LB, 6-0, 200 
Stone Mountain, Ga./Stephenson 

Ball had a stellar junior campaign and 
drew rave reviews from his performance 
at the Atlanta Nike camp. He might have 
been the top running back in Georgia as 
a junior. 


Harvinis ranked as the 

nation’s top player by Rivals, 

Harvin rolled up 475 total 
Landstown's 47-20 victory 
Robinson in the Class AV 

title game and was unstoppé ble al y 
long, “He can beat press co ora 
without a problem and is simply elec 
with the ball in his hands)’ Li 

coach Chris Beatty says, 


Sergio Kindle, LB, 6-4, 225 
Dallas/ Woodrow Wilson 

What makes Kindle truly special is that he 
doesn't realize how talented he is and 
hasn't let the early attention and scholar- 


Allen Bradford, LB, 6-1, 215 


Colton, Calit/ Colton 
Reportedly the top player on USC's recruiting board. 
Countless college coaches have raved about his ability to 
find the ball and kill it 


Jamar Hornsby, DB, 6-4, 195 

Jacksonville/ Sandalwood 

Last year teammate Maurice Wells was highly recruited, but 
Homsby was al the talk with his great ability to cover the 
field and support the run, 


Jai Eugene, DB, 6-1, 180 

Destrehan, La./ Destretan 

Lockdown comers with size are hard to find. Lockdown cor- 
ners with size and the coverage ability are even rarer. 
Eugene has both, 


C.J. Gable, RB, 6-1, 190 
Sylmar, Calif./Sylmar 
Gable could project as a running back or an impact comer. 


Clifton Geathers, OL, 6-7, 280 


Carvers Bay, S.C./Carvers Bay 

He's raw and new to the game but already has received 
more than 30 scholarship offers. Welcome to the world of 
two-way linemen. 


Brandon Graham, LB, 6-2, 235 

Detroit/ Crockett (Michigan) 

The top player in the state already is committed to 
Michigan, He is a head-hunter with the closing speed of a 
defensive back. 


Darian Hagan, DB, 6-0, 180 

Los Angeles/ Crenshaw 

The son of the former Colorado standout, this Hagan is a 
star on the defensive side as a ball-hawking safety. 
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ship offers go to his head. His coach, 
Bobby Estes, thnks he's the best play- 
erin Dallas in years. “He has the abilty 
to take over a game and dominate” 
Estes says. 


Myron Rolle, DB, 6-2, 204 
Princeton, N.J./The Hun School 
Rolle was only 18 when he was 
offered a scholarship by Bob Stoops 
after attending Oklahoma's summer 
ccamp. In the past three years, Rolle 
racked up 276 tackles as a safety 
and more than 2,500 yards rushing 
as a tailback, 


Andre Smith, OL, 6-5, 302 
Birmingham, Ala./ Huffman 
Huffman recently named most valu- 
able player of the U.S, Army Junior 
National combine after a dominating 
performance against the nation's 
best. A pancake machine, Huffman 
has attended camps at Troy and 
Auburn, where he easily was the best 


Fehon top fre igh xh prope 2008 aol May 208, Fay td sabia 


Micah Johnson, LB, 6-2, 267 

Ft. Campbell, Ky./Ft. Campbell 

He's mean, tough, hard-nosed and has great ability to run 
sideline-o-sidaline and make the big hit 


Stafon Johnson, RB, 6-1, 210 

Los Angeles/ Dorsey 

Johnson, the 2004 Los Angeles player of the year, has 
{grown an inch and has gained 20 pounds since last fall 
without losing a step. He recently was timed at 10.6 in 
100 meters. 


Eddie Jones, DE, 6-3, 225 

Kilgore, Texas/ Kilgore 

High school coaches said Jones was the top player in East 
Texas-and that was before the start of his junior season. 


Taylor Mays, DB, 6-3, 210 
Seattle/ O'Dea 


Mays sa big, rangy, har-hiting safety who could grow into 
‘an outside linebacker at the next level, 


LeSean McCoy, RB, 5-10, 193 

Harrisburg, Pa./ Bishop McDevitt 

McCoy isn'ta big back, but he might be the most explosive 
runner inthe land. 


DeAndre McDaniel, DB, 6-1, 180 
Tallahassee, Fla./ Godby 

Godby is home to major recruits every year, but 
there's a special buzz about McDaniel, who has 
great playmaking ability 


Demarco Murray, RB, 6-0, 185 


Las Vegas/ Bishop Gorman 
Murray is an explosive runner with skills that remind many of 
USC's Reggie Bush. 


The next 20 


Mitch Mustain, QB, 6-3, 200 

Springdale, Ark./ Springdale 

There isn't a more fundamentally sound quarterback in the 
nation. He has picture perfect release and a lve arm~and is 
the nation's best at his position. 


Antwine Perez, ATH, 6-2, 200 

Camden, N.J./Woodrow Wilson 

Hits like Ronnie Lott and already has the size, speed and 
frame to be an impact player at a number of positions, 


Matthew Stafford, OB, 6-3, 210 
Dallas/ Highland Park 

AAstrong arm, quick release and the ability to 
scramble make him special 


J.B. Walton, OL, 6-3, 270 

Indian Head, Md./ Lackey 

You could make a strong case for him being 

the nation's top offensive lineman, He is a mauler 
who loves to drive defenders into the ground. 


Chris Wells, RB, 6-1, 228 

Akron, Ohio/ Garfield (Ohio State) 

The top player in the state is heading to Ohio State after 
making an early commitment. Wells should be an excellent fit 
in the Buckeyes’ offensive scheme. 


Sam Young, OL, 6-8, 280 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla./St. Thomas Aquinas 

“He's the best offensive tackle in the country? 
says an SEC recruiting coordinator, “He has some 
of the best feet we've seen from a kid in Florida 
ina long time. He reminds a lot of coaches in 
Florida of Max Jean-Gilles (Georgia) when he 

was coming out” 
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The top 200 prospects for 2006 


QUARTERBACKS 

‘Austen Arnaud, 63/205, Ames, lowa/Ames 

Pierre Beasley, 64/196, Spring, Teras/Westield 

Justin Burke, 6-2/187, Lexington, Ky.\Catholic 

‘ex Cate, 6-2/200, Sat Lake City/Cottonwood 

Neil Caudle, 6-3/202, Hoover, Ala /Spain Park 

Pat Devin, 6-3/194, Exton, Pa/Downington East 

Zach Frazer, 6-4/216, Mecharicburg, Pa /Meckanicburg 
Josh Freeman, 65/228, Grandview, Mo/Grandview 
‘Sherrod Haris, 63/185, Arngton, Teras/Bowie 
Demetrius ones, -3/182, Chicago/Morgan Park 
James Latk, 6:3/200, St. George, Utt/Pine View 

Joke Locker, 63/210, Femdale, Wash Ferndale 

‘yer Lyon, -5/215, Newhal, Calt/Hart 

Mitch Mustain, 6:3/200, Springdale, Ark/Springdale 
Taylor Potts, 6-5/210, Abilene, Texas/Abilene (Texas Tech) 
Jeremy Ricker, 61/194, Harisburg, Pa/Bishop McDevitt 
Jevan Snead, 6-4/210, Stephemvil, Texas! Stephenville 
Matthew Stafford, 6-3/210, Dallas/Highland Park 
‘Anthony Summers, 6-3/200, Ove Branch, Miss/Olve Branch 
Tim Tebow, 69/225, Jacksonile/Nease 


RUNNING BACKS 

Josh Adams, 5-11/177, Cary, N.CICary 

James Aldkidge, 1/215, Mei, ind/ Merrill 

Graig Cooper, 6-0/180, Memphis/Melose 

Latreal Cooper, 62/200, Cuero, Teas/Cuero (Texas A&M) 
CCordera Eason, 6-0/285, Meridian, Mss /Mesdian 

Jamal Evens 59/175, ving, Texaslnving 

C.J, Gable, 61/190, Syimar, Cat/Syimar 

Ri. Garrett, 60/295, Los Angeles/Crenshaw 

Michael Goodson 6-0/190, Kein, Teras/Colins 

Stanley Havi, 6-0/190, Salt Lake, Uta/Cottonwood 

Trent Hines, 6-2/205, Midland, Texas/Lee (Texas A8M) 
Lamarr Houston, 6-4/258, Colorado Springs, Colo/Dohery 
Javatis James, 6-1/205, Inmoalee, Fla mmokalee 

Skylar Jessen, §-10/194, Spokane, Wash/Mead 

Slafon Johnson, 6-1/210, Los Angeles/Darsey 

LeSean McCoy, 510/193, Harisburg, Pa/Bishop McDevit 
Chane Moline 61/230, Mission Viejo, Calt/Mission Vio 
Emmanuel Moody, 6-1/195, Coppel, Texas/Coppell 
Nitchell Moore, 6-0/180, Waren, lincis!Townstip 
Knowshon Moreno, 5-1 1/205, Nidletown South, N.UMiddetown South 
Richard Murphy, 6-2/185, Rayile, La/Rayile 

Demarco Murray, 6-0/185, Las Vegas/Bishop Gorman 
‘Munir Prince, 5-10/175, St LousDeSmet Jesuit 

Evan Royster, 60/190, Centreile, Va/Westield 

CChates Scot, 6-0/220, onesboro, La/Hoddge 

sious Singleton, 5-9/195, East St Louis, IL/East St Louis Senior 
‘Ci, Spiller, 611/185, Lake Butler, Fla/Union County 
Demetrius Sumlr, 510/213, San Diego/University 

Chris Wal, 6-1/228, Akron, Otio/Garfed (Ohio State 
Mon Wiliams, 61/190, Mesquite, Texas/Hom 


WIDE RECEIVERS 

David Ausbery, 6-4/200, Lemoore, Calt/Lemoors 

Terrence Austin, 60/175, Long Beach, Calt/Poly 

Andrey Baskin, 6-4/200, Camden, N/Woodrow Wison 
Cris Bel, 68/208, Noro, Va/Granby 

Ricky Dixon, 63/210, Reserve, La East St.John 

Cal Fisher, 6-0/205, Bolingbrook, IL/Bolngbrook 

Keven Hagans, 6-2/195, Frankl, Wis/Frankin 

Percy Harvin, 6-1/188, Virginia Beach, Va/Landstown 
Jamere Holand, 61/175, Los Angles/Tft 

Richard Jackson, 6-4/195, Clermont, FlaJEast Ridge 

Cris James, 6-0/185, Chicago/Morgan Park 

Dominique Johnson 6-4/205, Moreno Valley, Cat /Valley View 
Jerod Johnson, 65/218, Humble, Teras/Humble 

Daven Jones, -1/185, Cleveland/Glenle 

Lance Kendricks, 6-4/206, Miwaukee/Rufus King 

CCratsord Klatick, 6-5/200, Suwanee, Ga/Norh Gwinnett 
Daria Lofton, 62/185, Poway, Calf/ Westview 


¥ Damon MoDanie 6-0/192, Virgta Beach, Va/Landstown 
Robby Panis, 6-4/185, Ceveland/St.lgnaius 

‘Aubrey Quarles, 6-1/170, Aurora, Colo/Grandiew 
‘Cory Sisley, 6-0/175, Kona, HawailKonawaena 
(Chris Slaughter, 2/170, Fort Vay, GaPeach County 
‘Adron Tennel, 65/200, ving, Teras/iving 

Jared White, 5-11/170, Mable, Ala Wiliamson 

Justin Willams, 6-2/180, Folkston, Ga Charlton County 
Damian Willams, 6-2/180, Springdale, Ari/Spingdale 
‘Tony Witson, 60/180, Daytona Beach, Fla/Maintand 
Terrell Zachery, 6-0/175, Wadley, Ala/Wadley 


TIGHT ENDS 

Jake Balard,6-7'245, Springboro, Oio/Springboro 
Jermaine Gresham, 67/230, Ardmore, ia /Ardmore 
Jorden McMichael, 65/230, Minneapois/Breck 

Paddy Mullen, 6-6/265, St. Lous/DeSmet Jesuit 

Rob Overton, 6 5/223, Hawyard, Calt/Moreau Catholic 
Caz Purowski 671235, Land OLakes, Fa/Land O'Lakes 
Konrad Reuland, 6-6/235, Mission Vieo, Cat Mission Vie 
Jeff Sanders, 6-6/250, Springfield, I/Sacred Heart Gritin 
NaDeris Ward, 65/245, Oakland McOymonds 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Jake Bscherer, 67/270, Sturgeon Bay, Wis/Sturgeon Bay (Wisconsin) 
Buck Bumette, 63/10, Wimberly, Teras/Teras 
Derek Burton, 6:/250, Muskogee, Okla Muskogee 


Matt Care, 6-5/270, St.Paul, Minu/Cretn-Derham Hall 
¥ Ed Cortez, 6-6/320, ChicagolLane Tech 
} Jake Dean, 6-4/260, Lancaster, Calf/Paraclete (UCLA) 


CChares Deas, 6-4/300, Fl. Lauderdale, a/Boyd Anderson 
(Citton Geathers, 671280, Caners Bay, S.C/Caners Bay 
Jan Gewont, 6-5/290, Stagg, IUStagg 
(Chris Guamero, 6-4/270, Denver/Mullen 


‘Andy Keane, 6-8/260, Paim Spings, Call/Paim Springs 
‘Atoro Logan-E, 65/307, Fresh, Mdl/Forestile (Manyand) 
Jacques McClendon, 6-3/296, Chattanooga, Tenn/Bayir (Tennessee) 
Jared Odrick, 6 6/295, Lebanon, Pa/Lebanon 

Timi Ostinowo, -5/270, Neuqua Vey, IL/Neuqua Vaey 
John Romero, 65/280, Tucson, Aiz/Sapointe Catholic 
Daron Rose, 6-5/310, Tampallefierson 

Stephen Schiling, 65/280, Belewe, Wash/Bellerwe 
Connor Sith, 66/300, CncnnatiColerain 

‘Andee Smith, 6-5/902, Birmingham, Ala Huffman 

iris Stewart, 65/315, Klein, Teras/Kein 

Jan Symonette,6-9/330, Houston/St. Pus 

Lee Ty, 671297, Springfield, Oti/South 

yan Tolar, 6-6/825, Pasco, WashPasco 

1B, Wali, 6-3/270, Indian Head, Md/Lackey 

‘Walter Watts, 64/290, Los Banos, Cali/Los Banos (UCLA) 
Bartley Webb, 6-7/290, Springdale, At/Springdle 

‘Sam Young, 68/280, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla/St. Thomas Aquinas 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Greg Banks, E, 6-5/260, Denver/Montbello 

Andrew Bemyhil,E,6-4/240, Tucson, Ariz/Salpointe Cathobc 
Keith Browner, E, 6-6/220, Los Angeles/Dorsey 

Ugo Chinasa, E, 6-5/220, Richardson, Texas/Berkner 

‘Adan Claybom, T, 6:3/260, Webster Groves, Mio/Webster Groves 
Jamie Cambie, E, 6-71255, Moris, linois/ Morris 

Wayne Daniels, E,6-3/230, Kigore, Texas/Kigore 


Players ae Sted alphabetically by posion, Cologeconmnimens ae ited in parenthesis. 


= Kenrick Elis, 7, 6-5/819, Greenacres, Falohn . Leonard 


Dedrick Epps, E, 6-4/227, Richmond, Va/Hugenat 
Corey Hobbs, T, 65/310, Oviedo, Fla/Oviedo 

Jonathan Holins, E,6-2/226, Baton Rouge, La/Redemptorist 
Edie Jones, E, 63/225, Kigore, Texas/Kigore 

Jason Kates, T, 62/824, Harisburg, Pa/Bishop MoDevit 
Dari! Mafoe, T,6-4/310, Carson, Calt/Carson 

Gerald McCoy, T, 64/280, Oklehoma City, Okfa/Southeast 
‘Sean McWhirter, T, 6-4/245, Maple Pi, Minn/Orono 
‘eric Malin, T, 3/285, Caruthersile, Mo/ Caruthersvile 
Reggie Odom, T, 6-2/290, Deland, Fa/Deland 

John Paul, E, 6-4/255, inmokale, Fla/Immokalee 

Jaosn Pinkston, T, 65/273, Pitsburgh/Baldwin 

Robert Rose, E, 6-4/240, Cleveland/Gienille 

Ricky Sapp, E, 64/225, Bamberg, S.C/Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Brandon Spikes, E, 6-4/290, Shelby, NC/Crest Senior 
Leste Stiups,T, 6-4/905, TampalHilsborough 

Mitton Taber, E,6-2/295, Hattiesburg, Miss Hattiesburg 
Marcus Tilman, E, 64/250, Meadvil, Miss./Frankl County 
LT. Welk, T, 64/275, Wynne, Arne 

Chaz Washington, T, 68/905, Destrehan, La/Destrehan 
Jermaine Wiliams, E, 64/255, Phoenit/Marrale 

Brandon Wood, E,6-1/240, Buchanan, GaJ/Haralson County (Georgia) 
Al Woods, , 6-4/828, Eton, La/Eton 


LINEBACKERS 

Marcus Ball, 6-0/200, Stone Mountain, Ga/Stephenson 
Navorro Bowman, 6-1/218, Suitland, Md/Suitand 

‘Alen Bradiord,6-1/215, Colton, Caif/Colton 

Dorn Dickerson, 63/205, Imperial, Pa/West Alegheny 
Dustin Eamest, 63/220, Texarkana, Teras/Tetas(Tetas) 
Justin Gen, 6-2/220, ning, Texas/MacAthur 

‘Thaddeus Gibson, 6:3/205, Eucid, Oio/Euckd 

Brandon Graham, 6-2/236, Detroit/Crockett (Michigan) 
Kevin Green, 6-1/220, North Chicago I/North Chicago 
‘Akeom Hebron, 6-2/193, Gaithersburg, Manand/Good Counsel 
Ross Homan, 6-1/225, Coldwater, OhiolColdvater 

Jereriha Hunter, 62/213, Manheim, Penneyivana/Cenral 
Dustin Jefferson, 6-0/215, Kankakee, Il/ Kankakee 

Micah Johnson, 6-2/267, F. Campbell, Ky/Ft. Campbell 
‘Sergio Kindle, 6-4/225, Dalas/Woodrow Wison 

Danny McCray, 6-2/205, Spring, Texas/ Westfield 

Jarrell Miler, 6-3/295, Highland Springs, Va Highland Springs 
Michael Morgan, -3/210, Dalas/Skyine 

Marcus Sins, 6-1/215, Tallahassee, Fla/North lod Chistian 
Josh Tetum, 61/220, Oalland/McCiymonds 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

Deon Beasley 510/160, Orange, Tetas/West Orange Stark 

Perish Cor, 60/185, Waco, Txas/University 

‘Ji Eugene, 6-1/180, Destrehan, La/Destehan 

Darius Gather, 0/180, Winnsboro, South Caroln/Faield Central 
Darian Hagan, 6-0/180, Los AngelesCrenshaw 

Jamar Homsby, 6-4/196, Jacksomvile/Sandaiwood 

Robert Joseph, 6-2/180, Port Arthur, Texas/Memorial 


= John Maddox, 6-4/170, Philadelphia/West Catholic 
Byron Maxwell, 6-1/185, North Charleston, $.C/Fort Dorchester 


‘Taylor Mays, €:3/210, Seatle/O‘Dea 
DeAndre McDaniel, 6-1/180,Talahassee,Fa/Godby 


# Prince Miler, §-9/185, Duncan, S.C./Bymes 
£ Jonas Mouton, 6-2/212, Venice, Cali/Venice 


Myron Role, 6-2!204, Princeton, N/The Hun School 
Devin Ross, 611/185, Rancho Cucamonga, Cali/Rancho Cucamonga 
Kimue! Royston 511/180, SI. Pau, Min /CretirDetham Hall 

‘Ameer Salahucin, 5-11/180, Anderson, S.C/Hanna 

‘AJ. Walace, 61/195, Pomiet, Md/McDonough 

Philip Srey, 6-0/185, Kansas City, Mo/Rockhurst 


ATHLETES 

Brandon Heath, 6-0/175, Paim Beach Lakes, Fla/Paim Beach Lakes 
Orie Lemon, 62/218, HoustonYates 

‘Antwine Perez, 6-2/200, Camden, NL/Woodrow Wilson 


Raymond Small 60/180, Cleveland/Giemvile 
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2005 Bowl 


Rose 14/06 Pasadena, Calif. 


ichup 
BCS No. 1 vs. BCS No. 2 


Orange 8/0 Miami 8 p.m, ABC Bowl Championship Series = 
Sugar 1/2/06 New Orleans 8:30 p.m., ABC Bowl Championship Series 
Fiesta = 12/06 __ Tempe, Ariz, Bow! Championship Series 
Capital One 1/2/06 Orlando Big Ten No. 2 vs. SEC No. 2 
Gator 1/2/06 Jacksonville Big East No. 2 or Notre Dame vs. ACC No. 2 
Cotton 06 Dallas ; = Big 12 No, 2 vs, SEC SS 
Outback 1/2106 Tampa Tam, ESPN Big Ten No, 3 vs. SEC No. 3 —— 
Houston 12/31/05 Houston 2:30 p.m, ESPN2 SEC vs, Big 12 = 
Liberty 12/31/05 Memphis 1pm, ESPN C-USA No, 1 vs. TBA = 
Meineke Car Care 12/31/05 Charlotte Tam, ESPN2 Big East vs. ACC _ 
Peach 12/30/05 Atlanta 7:30 p.m., ESPN ACC No. 3 vs. SEC 
Independence 12/30/05 Shreveport, La. 3:30 p.m., ESPN SEC vs. Big 12 =~ 
Sun 12/30/05 EI Paso, Texas Noon., CBS Pac-10 No. 3 vs. Big Ten No. 5 
Music City 12/30/05 Nashville Noon, ESPN Big Ten No. 6 vs, SEC 
Holiday 12/29/05 San Diego 8 p.m, ESPN Pac-10 No, 2 vs. Big 12 No. 3 
Emerald 12/29/05 San Francisco 4:30 p.m, ESPN Pac-10 No. 6 vs. Mountain West No. 2/3 
Alamo 12/28/05 San Antonio 8 p.m, ESPN Big Ten No. 4 vs, Big 12 No. 4 
MPC Computers 12/28/05 Boise, Idaho 4:30 p.m., ESPN WAC vs. ACC 
Champs Sports 12/27/05 Orlando 5 p.m. ESPN ACC vs, Big 12 
Insight 12/27/05 Phoenix TBA, ESPN Pac-10 No. 4 vs. Big East No. 2/3 
Motor City 12/26/05 Detroit 5:30 p.m., ESPN Big Ten No. 7 vs, MAC No. 1/2 
Hawaii 12/24/05 Honolulu 8:30 p.m., ESPN WAC vs. C-USA No. 3 
Fort Worth 12/23/05 Fort Worth, Texas 8 p.m. ESPN Big 12 vs. C-USA No. 4 
Poinsettia 12/22/05 San Diego 10 p.m, ESPN2 Mountain West vs, TBA 
Las Vegas 12/22/05 Las Vegas 8:00 p.m., ESPN Pac-10 No. 5 vs. Mountain West No. 1/2 
GMAC 12/21/05 Mobile, Ala, 8 p.m, ESPN C-USA No. 2 vs. MAC or WAC 
New Orleans 12/20/05 New Orleans 8 p.m, ESPN Sun Belt No. 1 vs, C-USA 
Times and dates subject to change 
2004 Bowl results Final 2004 polls BCS 
Non-BCS games AP COACHES TSN rankings 
New Orleans Southern Miss 31, North Texas 10 1. ust ee oly) 
Champs Sports Georgia Tech 61, Syracuse 14 dindeath has t 
ie <<< i are 2. Auburn 2. Auburn 2 Auburn 2. Oklahoma 
GMAC Bowling Green 52, Memphis 35 
Fort Worth Cincinnati 32, Marshall 14 3, Oklahoma 3, Oklahoma 3. Oklahoma 3, Auburn 
Las Vegas Wyoming 2 UCLA2 4. Utah 4. Texas 4, Utah 4. Texas 
Hawaii Hawali 59, UAB 40 5. Texas 5. Utah 5. Texas 5. California 
MPC Computers ‘Fes y 6. Louisville 6. Georgia 6. Louisville 6. Utah 
a 7. Georgia 7. Louisville 7. Georgia 7. Georgia 
| 8 lowa 8. lowa 8. Virginia Tech | 8. Virginia Tech 
ie Oregon Sta State 38, Notre Dame 21 9. California 9. California 9. lowa 9. Boise State 
10. Virginia Tech 10. Virginia Tech 10. California 10. Louisville 
1 Miami 1, Miami Tl, Tennessee 1 LSU 
12, Boise State 12. Michigan 12. Miami 12, lowa 
Haw 34, New Me 13. Temessee +13, Boise State 13. Boise State | 13, Michigan 
nas Ti 14, Michigan 14, Florida State 14. Michigan} 14, Miami 
15, Florida State 15. Tennessee 15, Florida State | 15. Tennessee 
~ ana State 77, aun 16, LSU 16, LSU 16. LSU 16. Florida State 
Louisville ‘44, Boise State 40 Ti, Wisconsin TI. Texas Tech Tl. Texas Tech Tl. Wisconsin 
18. Texas Tech 18. Wisconsin 18. Wisconsin 18. Virginia 


Outback eorgia 24, Wisconsin ai ay 

Cotton _ Tennessee 38, Texas Al TF 
Gator Florida State 30, West Virginia 18 
Capital One lowa 30, LSU 25 


Bowl Championship Series games 


Rose Texas 38, Michigan 37_ 

Fiesta “Utah 35, Pittsburgh 7 a! 
Sugar Auburn 16, Virginia Tech 13 

Orange USC 55, Oklahoma 19 
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19. Arizona State 19. 
20. Ohio State 20. 
21, Boston College 21. 
22. Fresno State 22. 


Arizona 
Boston 


23, Virginia 23. Virginia 
24, Navy 24, Navy 
25. Pittsburgh 25. Florida 


Ohio State 19. Arizona State | 19. Arizona State 
State 20. Ohio State 20. Texas A&M 
College 21. Boston College | 21. Pittsburgh 

Fresno State - 22. Fresno State | 22. Texas Tech 

23. Navy 23, Florida 
24, Virginia 24. Oklahoma State 
25. Florida 25. Ohio State 
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MOST VALUABLE PAINTS 


since 1806 


Valspar. oes 


Makers of fine interior & exterior paints, primers, stains, 
clears & cleaners for almost 200 years 


Clean Up Your Painting 
Messes With 


"Make it look like you 


were never there" 


For more information 
on Valspar products 
call 800.845.9061 
or visit us on the web 
www. valspar.com 


Meet the freshinan phenom. 


Sitting low on the road, crouched in a wide-hodied stance, the Solstice has 
earned its right to be this year’s top prospect. With 18" aluminum wheels, 
177 hp and a 5-speed Aisin manual transmission, this one’s desighed to turn 
heads for year's to come. The first-ever Solstice. Designed for Action. 


PONTIAC SOLSTICE 


Official Performance Machines of the NCAA‘ 


NOAA i lensed bya tradennrk of th National Collegiate Atiteti: Assdiciation «2005 GM Corp, Al rights reserved, Pontinc’ Pontiae ayo” Solitie 


4 


